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PREFACE. 

The obje£t of the following Diflertation is 
to fhew, that the Myfteries of the Cabiri, 
which I conceive to have been the very fame 
as thofe of Ills, Ceres, Mithras, • Bacchus, 
Rhea, and Adonis, were principally founded 
upon certain mutilated traditions of the De- 
luge. Pagan records abound with corrupted 
accounts of that cataftrophe, and even fre- 
quently enter into the minutiae of its hiftory 
with a moft furprifing degree of accuracy ; 
infomuch that the moft carelefs obferver can- 
not but be ftruck with their refemblance, in 
this point, to the Mofaical narrative. All 
fucb traditions may be considered as the direSi 
atteftations, which the Mythology of the 
Gentiles bears to the exiftence of a general 
flood. In addition to them, it is replete alfo 
with allufions to it. Thefe latter indeed are ne- 
ceflarily lefs obvious than the former, and are 

a 4 there- 
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therefore more eafily overlooked ; but yet, 
when combined together, when viewed in all 
their different bearings, and when connected 
with a variety of kindred circumftances, they 
will be found to afford, if not fo palpable, 
yet certainly a more curious proof of the au- 
thenticity of the Book of Genefis. 

With refpedt to the Titans, whom the 
reader will find to make a very prominent 
figure in the enfuing pages, it is proper to 
obferve, that in elucidating their Hiftory I 
have been obliged to diffent entirely from the 
iyftem adopted in that eminently learned 
work, the Analyjis of ancient Mythology. I 
have long fufpedted, that the Titanic war, fb 
celebrated in Grecian ftory, relates to the 
events of the deluge, and not to the miracu- 
lous overthrow of Nimrod and his followers 
in the plains of Shinar. This I intimated, in 
a former publication*; but was at that time 
prevented, by the extenfivenefs of my fub- 
jedt, from purfuing the fuppofition in the 
manner which I could have wifhed to have 

1 Horae Mofaicae, vol. i. p. 122, 209. 

done. 
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done. Upon communicating my fentiments 
to Mr. Bryant, I had the pleafure of finding, 
that his opinion was at prefent nearly the 
lame as my own ; and I doubt not, but that 
the permiffion, which he has given me, to 
lan&ion my hypothefis with the weight of 
luch an authority as bis, will have its due in- 
fluence upon the minds of my readers. “ You 
** make an excufe,” fays he, “ for differing 
“ from me in refpeft to the Titans and gi- 
“ ants of antiquity. There is no occafion for 
** apology at any rate : but more particularly 

as I am of the fame opinion ; and have 
" been fo for many years.- — I was of a differ- 
" ent opinion once, as you very properly in- 
** timate ; but I was obliged to alter my 
“ notions.” 

In the fyftem, which forms the bafis of 
the prefent work, it is fuppofed, that the 
word 'Titan is derived from Tit (tD'to), the cob* 
luvies of the deluge ; and confequently, that it 
fignifies a diluvian. It is further conjectured, 8 
that the appellation Titans was a general 
name of all the perfons, who were living at 

the 
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the era of the deluge, both thofe who . were 
laved in the Ark, and thofe who perifhed 
beneath the waves. Hence it will follow, 
that the Titans of ancieiit Mythology ought 
to be divided into two didindt claffes : the 
former of which, confiding of Cronus and his 
/even children, mentioned by Sanchoniatho, 
and enumerated by the Orphic poet, is the 
arkite Ogdoad ; while the latter, confiding of 
the other Titans, who are feigned to have 
fought againd Jupiter, and to have been 
overthrown by that deity, comprehends all 
the perfons who were dedroyed by the flood. 
To 1 this divifion of the Titans I have been 
obliged to have recourfe, in order to account 
for the feeming contrariety of their being 
fometimes defcribed as the impious opponents 
of heaven, and fometimes as the great gods 
of the Gentiles : nor do I fee how it can be 
accounted for. on any other principles, 
though upon this point I differ apparently, 
though I believe not really, from Mr. Bryant. 
In his lad letter to me he fays, ** There 
“ feems to me to be no occafion to make 
** any divifion of the Titans, eight of whom 

“ were 
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n were faved in the deluge, when all the reft 
" of that name perifhed b . What you men* 
** tion concerning the Cabin appears to me 
“ very juft : every point is confirmed by hif- 
“ tory. — I have written a great deal upon 
“ the gods of Greece and Rome, and upon 
“ the principal female deities, -which may 
“ poffibly be publifhed after my death. It 
“ is of large amount, and aims at the fame 
“ fcope, to which you dire<ft your prefent 
“ labours. I have alfb written concerning 
the feveral parts of the world, to which 
** thofe of the difperfion betook themfelves, 
** which were widely feparated and far dif- 
** tant : yet the identity of the original peo- 
“ pie may be plainly in all parts perceived.” 
I need fcarcely obferve, how great an acqui- 
fition to every ferious believer in the truth of 
the Jewifh Scriptures this promifed work of 
Mr. Bryant will be. 

b This in reality is the whole that I contend for : namely, 
that all the diluvians were called Titans $ that eight of thofe 
Titans were fayed; and that the rejl of mankind, namely the 
other Titans, miferably perifhed. 

In 
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In the following attempt to elucidate the 
Myfteries of the Cabiri, I have ventured to 
diffent from the Analyfs of ancient Mytho- 
logy, in various matters, befides my account 
of the Titanic war®. I have alfb differed 
confiderably from many other very learned 
and valuable works; but I truft, that, when- 
ever I have found it neceffary to exprefs my 
diffent, I have always done it in that re- 
fpeftful language, to which the worth and 
talents of their authors fo juftly intitle them. 
The field of inquiry is open to all; nor 
ought any man to be cenfured on the fcore 
of prefumption, merely becaufe he difagrees 
with his predeceffors. Fully confcious at 
the fame time of the deep obfcurity, which 
involves the hiftory of the Cabiri, as I have 
made obje&ions to the fyftems of others, I 
am prepared to expert, that obje&ions may 
alfb be made to various parts of my own 


c I feel a great pleafure however in finding, that the fcnti- 
tnerits of Mr. Eryant refpe&ing the Cabiri of Sanchoniatho 
perfe&ly accord with my own. See a fhort chapter upon this 
fubjeft in Anal. vol. ii. p. 461. 

fyftem. 
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xui 


fyftem. Upon this point however I can 
with the utmoft lincerity adopt the fenti- 
ment of Tully ; Refellere Jine pertinacia , et re - 
felli Jine iracundia, parati fumus. 

Oxford, 03 . 32, 1803, 
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CHAP. I. 


PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


i HE fi&ions of ancient poetry, however 
wild and extravagant, will generally be found 
to comprehend fome portion of hiftorical 
truth. Hence, the claflical mythology of pa- 
ganifm, although it be now happily fuper- 
feded by a purer religion, may yet give rife 
to inveftigations, not totally devoid of utility. 
Impious and abfurd as it was, much valuable 
information may nevertheleis be extracted 
from it; and it is pleafing to find, that, while 
the idols of the Gentiles bow down before 
the God of Chriftianity, their fabulous le- 
gends alio are conftrained to bear teftimony 
to the truth of Scripture. 

Perhaps no part of heathen mythology is 
involved in a greater degree of obfcurity, than 
the Myfteries of the Cabiri. The rites of 
thefe highly venerated perfonages were care- 
fully concealed from the vulgar eye ; the au- 
thors, who occafionally mention them, feem 
to fhudder with fuperftitious dread at the 
thought of revealing their fecrets to the pro- 

b 3 fane ; 
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fane ; the fcattered fragments of their hiftory 
are full of apparent contradictions ; and, in 
addition to thefe difficulties, their officiating 
priefts were not unfrequ’ently confounded 
with the gods whom they worfhipped, and 
both called by the common name of Ca.'.iri a . 

Many different attempts have been made 
to throw light upon the obfcure hiftory of the 
deities in queftion ; but thefe, might I ven- 
ture to obferve it without the imputation of 
invidioufnefs, appear for the moft part to have 
failed, from taking only a partial view of 
the fubjeCt. In the framing of each hypo- 
thecs, fome ftriking particulars indeed have 
been fele&ed, and thofe difcuffed with much 
learning and ingenuity ; but, at the fame 
time, other circumftances have been totally 
omitted, which, if examined, would have 

* Gtgxmorct% tup U^up ixahap K xocf KopvGcivTctf , xrcf lias- 
vasy xccf SaTupac, xctj Tnvguq, xoti top B ax^ov, xau tv)p 'Pexp Kn“ 
QtKnvy kcc\ Kv&jv, xeu Aip^Vfxrjptjp. Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 4^9. Er* 
$ ccp rtf xai t ccvT& eiipoi ® r ept tup $ctt[MV6>p,-~-'Ti ov 'mpocrvro'Kop §eup 
fAQvop, ctXXoc xa i avToi 3co» 'mpo?v)yo()suSr)Pccp. Ibid. The priefts of 
the Cabiri were fometimes alfo fly led Camilli , or Mercurii. This 
interchange of names between the deities and their priefts 
feems to have very frequently taken place. Thus, in addition 
to the inftance of the Cabiric gods and their minifters, we find, 
that one of the Roman emperors of infamous memory aflumed 
the title of Egli~Baal x which the Greeks exprefled Heliogabalus, 
in honour of the belio-arkite ox Baal, whofe prieft he 

had formerly been. 

been 
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been found utterly irreconcileable with the 
fyftem, thus too haftily adopted. 

Bp. Horfley b , Dr. Cud worth 0 , Mr. Cooke d , 
and Mr. Maurice®, are of opinion, that in the 
Cabiric Triad we, may difcover a remote allu- 
fion to the doctrine of the Trinity ; a doctrine, 
which, however degraded, they imagine to 
have been in fome meafure known to the 
Gentile world : while Mr. Parkhurft f con- 
je<51ures, that this Triad relates to a certain 
material Trinity of the heavens, confifting of 
Fire, Light, and Air, which he affirms to 
have been worshipped by the Phenicians. 

Both thefe fuppofitions evidently originate 
from the oriental etymology of the word Ca- 
bin s , and from the circumftance of thofe 

b Horfley’s Trails, p. 44. edit. 1789. 
c Cudworth’s Intell. Syftem, p. 451, 547. 
d Cooke's Inquiry into the Patriarchal and Druidical Reli- 
gion, p. 37, 53. I fully agree with Mr. Cooke, that the Abiri, 
who feem to have been worihipped at Abury, were the fame a9 
the Cabiri : but I cannot think, that they had even the remoteft 
connexion with the do6trine of the Trinity. That the worfhip 
of the Samothracian deities was eftablifhed in Britain, appears 
from the teftimony both of Artemidorus and Dionyfius. Ar- 
tem. apud Strab. Geog. lib. iv. p. 198. Dion. Perieg. v. 565. 
But concerning thefe matters more (hall befaid hereafter. Vide 
infra chap. iv. 

c Indian Ant. vol. iv. p. 707. 
f Heb. Lex. Voc. “ON, “OD. 
g QH 03 Cabirim, the mighty ones . 

b 3 dei- 
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deities being occasionally deferibed as three : 
but, unlefs their number be uniformly the 
fame, and their hiftory unincumbered with 
matters direCtly hoftile to fuch opinions, the 
lyftems at prefent under confideration will 
Scarcely be found tenable. In the Sequel how- 
ever it will appear, that their number is by no 
means limited to three ; and that their hiftory 
comprehends filch a lingular combination of 
events, that we are almoft compelled to refer 
their Myfteries to a totally different origin. 

Reland 6 Suppofes the Cabiri to be gods of 
the infernal regions, on account of their con- 
nection with Mercury, Ceres, Pluto, and Pro- 
ferpine. 

This hypothefis Speaks the truth, but not 
the whole truth ; for it muft neeeflarily be 
deemed imperfeCt, becaufe the principal mat- 
ter is totally omitted, no reafon being af- 
figned why Such a connection fhould have 
Sublifted h . 

Dr. Shuckford * thinks, that the Cabiri 
were the Ions of Mizraim ; but defpairs of 
reducing their hiftory to any tolerable con- 
fifteney, becaufe, as he imagines, moft of the 

& Diflert. de Cab. apud Ugol. Thef. ant. facr. v. 23. 

h This fubjeft will be confidered at large hereafter. Vide 
infra chap. v. 

* Conne6t. vol. i. p. 2(j t 

various 
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various fables, which are related concerning 
them, were the inventions of a comparatively 
modern period. 

That the primitive traditions were cor- 
rupted, I am very ready to allow ; but I can 
by no means grant, that the bulk of their 
hiftory is a mere poetical legend, or a recent 
Hellenic fabrication. 

Col. Vallancey adopts the opinion of M. 
Court de Gebelin concerning pagan mytholo- 
gy in general ; and aiferts, that the “names and 
“ explanations of the Cabiri appear to be all al- 
“ legorical, and to have fignified no more than 
** an almanack of the viciffitudes of the fea- 
“ Ions, calculated for the operations of agricul- 
“ ture.” Hence he makes the Uranus of San- 
choniatho to be a corruption of the Irifh word 
Aoran, a ploughman ; his eldeft fon Ilus to be 
weeds, or fiones ; his fecond fon Betylus to be 
Biadhtal t food-, his third fon Dagon to be Dagh, 
great crops of wheat and his fourth fon Atlas 
to be Athlus , fallow. In a fimilar manner, 
Cronus, whom Sanchoniatho declares to be 
the fame as Ilus, he fuppofes to be Crainn, 
a ploughman-, Ceres to be Ceara, a flail ; and 
her daughter Proferpine to be Por-Saibhean, 
the feed of oats. Such is the firft part of his 
lyftem. Afterwards he maintains, that Eon, 
Cronus, Saturn, and Dagon, are all one per- 
fon, and all equally the patriarch Adam : and 
b 4 ' con- 
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concludes at length, that the Myfteries of the 
Cabiri were founded upon the arkite worlhip k . 

The hypothecs of Bp. Cumberland varies 
widely from thofe of Horfley, Cudworth, 
Cooke, Maurice, Parkhurft, Reland, Shuck- 
ford, and Vallancey j being founded partly 
upon the account of the Cabiri given by 
Mnafeas, in the fcholia upon Apollonius Rho- 
dius , and partly upon the narrative of Sancho- 
niatho preferved by Eufebius in his Prcepara- 
tio Evangelica. He fuppofes, that there were 
two diftindt races of Cabiri, the firft confifting 
of Ham and Mizraim, whom he conceives to 
be the Jupiter and Dionufus of Mnafeas 
thefecond, of the children of Shem, who are 
the Cabiri of Sanchoniatho, while their father 
Sydyk is confequently the fcriptural Shem m . 

It is fuperfluous to point out the inconfift- 
ency of thefe two genealogies the Bifbop 
himfelf is perfectly aware of it, and the rea- 
fon, which he affigns for the fuppofed irregu- 
larity, is, that the priefts carefully concealed 
the names of the Cabiri, in order that they 

k Collect. de Reb. Hibern. No. 13. Praef. Se£t. 5. 

1 Append, de Cabiris ap. Orig. Gent. p. 364,376. 

m Ibid. p. 357. 

n The confideration of Bp. Cumberland’s fyftem (hall be r6- 
fumed more at large hereafter. Vide infra chap. ii. It may 
not be improper to obferve, that Montfaucon, and Banier, do 
not attempt to decide who the Cabiri were. Ant. explain, b. ii. 
c. 7. and Suppl. b. v. c. 4. Mythol. b. vii. c. 8. 

might 
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toight occalionally enroll among them any 
eminent perfons although of another family, 
and thus have it in their power to increafe or 
diminifh the number of their gods at pleafure. 

I (hall now, previous to a more particular 
inquiry into the nature of the Cabiric Myf- 
teries, proceed to give a brief ftatement of 
the plan of the enfuing difquifition. 

We have no reafon to think, that the ido- 
latry of the Gentile World was of a merely 
arbitrary contrivance ; on the contrary, it 
feems to have been built, almoft univerfally, 
upon a traditional remembrance of certain 
real events. Thefe events I apprehend to he 
the def ruCtion of the firjl race of mankind by 
the waters of the deluge, and the introduction of 
the Sahian fuperfition by Nimrod. 

It is fcarcely poflible, that all recollection 
of the flood could have been very loon erafed 
from the minds of the Noachidae ; hence it 
is natural to fuppofe, that the anniverfary ei- 
ther of its commencement, or of its termina- 
tion, would be duly commemorated by a fo- 
lemn religious feftival. Such a commemora- 
tion, in its primitive limplicity, would doubt- 
lefs be not only innocent, but even fer- 
viceable to the caufe of piety and morality'; 
but at the lame time it would be liable to 
grols abule, which in the refult proved un- 
happily 
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happily to be the cafe. The commemorative 
feftival, however irreprehenfible it might ori- 
ginally have been, was but too foon cor- 
rupted ; Noah and his family were elevated 
to the rank of demons or hero-gods; and 
at length unblufhing obfcenity ufurped the 
name and garb of religion. 

The antediluvian worfhip appears to have 
been of a totally different fort. “ In the days 
“ of Enos the fon of Seth,” fays Maimonides, 
“ men fell into grievous errors, and even 
“ Enos himfelf partook of their infatuation. 
“ Their language was, that Jirice God had 
“ placed on high the heavenly bodies , and ufed 
u them as his minijlers, it was evidently his 
“ will, that they jhould receive from men the 
u fame veneration, as the fervants of a great 
** prince jufily claim from the fubjecl multitude. 
** Impreffed with this notion, they began to 
** build temples to the Stars, to facrifice to 
“ them, and to worfhip them, in the vain 
“ expectation, that they fhould thus pleafe 
“ the Creator of all things. At 'firft indeed, 
** they did not fuppofe the Stars to be the 
“ only deities, but adored in conjunction with 
“ them the Lord God Omnipotent. In pro- 
“ cefs of time however that great and vene- 
“ rable name was totally forgotten ; and the 
** whole human race retained no other reli- 

“ gion. 
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(< gion, than the idolatrous worlhip of the 
“ holt of heaven 

With this fuperftition the patriarch Ham 
feems to have been tainted, and to have con- 
veyed the knowledge of, it to his own parti- 
cular defcendants. Although he had been 
mercifully preferved in the ark, along with 
the other members of his family, yet his fub-. 
fequent condud plainly Ihewed, that he was 
not only ignorant of the landifying influence 
of pure religion, but that he was a ftranger 
to the laws even of common decency. This 
,-leaven ,of the ancient idolatry lay fecretly 
working in the bofoms of his pollerity, du- 
ring the fpace of near four hundred years 0 ; 


p may unite— bna nuro cairn oa iyo puk vya n 
eyanin ma bxni b'xm nox : oniyo nn*n in rm omen 
Dn^ pbm canon mnn obiyn ns yninb ca'bjbai ibx 
onxabi con ea«ixn v:sb cymron caiyoty coni man 
danmyn nanbi biab xm inn bxn pxn inn man canb pibnbi 
ib*rrm caab by nr nan nbjw ]va : -|bo bar maa inn nab 
—jnaii'bi nuanp pb anpnbi rniban emamab rnnb 
canoix m iai eai"a‘ r-niny np'y mn— jbiob r - mrrmnbi 
xbx mbx cat? pxar cunoix par xb nnp'y cairnp nnaiy 
ba 'Do mum naain naan ypnao n=j'o*n lanxty p*ai — * aaia 

: inimin Xbl Caninoa Caip*n Maimon. de Idololatria. Sec 
alfo Sanchon. apud Eufeb. Praep. Evata. 1. i. c. io. 

° It is not eafy to fix the precife era of the building of the 
Babylonic tower, becaufe the facred hiftorian does not connect 
it with any of the various dates that he fpecifies. I cannot 
think however, that this ftupendous work was undertaken at 

fuch 
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but was prevented from openly fhewing itfelf 
by the dread of Noah, who was ftill living. 


filch a very early period after the deluge, as the birth of Peleg, 
which, according to the chronology of the Hebrew Pentateuch 
at lead, was at the clofe of the firft poftdiluvian century ; be- 
caufe it appears to be phylically impoffible, that mankind 
fliould have fufficiently multiplied in fo ffiort a fpace of time. 
(See various calculations in Anc. Univ. Hift. vol. i. p. 361.) 
But, however this may be, there is perhaps no juft ground for 
fuppofing, that the birth of Peleg, and the building of the 
tower, were contemporary ; notwithftanding they are ulually 
placed at the fame era, and notwithftanding the name of Peleg 
is thought to allude to the difperfion from the plains of Shinar. 
Two entirely different events, fubfequent to each other in point 
of time, appear in fa£t to be fpoken of. The firjl was the or- 
derly and regular divifton of the world among all the children of 
Noah; (fee Gen. x.) the Jecond was the diforderly and miraculous 
difpeijion of the Cuthites, pojlerior to their having violated the 
primitive arrangement, by invading the territories of Afhur. 
(See Gen. xi.) In memory of the jirjl of thefe events, Peleg 
received his defcriptive appellation ; whence it will follow, that 
the fecond certainly took place after the birth of that patriarch, 
but how long after it is difficult to determine. The general 
opinion feems always to have been, and indeed Scripture appa- 
rently intimates it, (Gen. x. 10. and xi. 9.) that Nimrod was 
principally concerned in the building of the tower. (Syncel. 
Chronog. p. 42. Cedren. Hift. Compend. p. 11.) Nimrod 
however was the grandfon of Ham, and, from the peculiar 
manner in which he is mentioned, (Gen. x. 7, 8.) he appears 
to have been the youngeft of the fons of Cuffi ; whence perhaps 
we may be allowed to conje6ture, that he was born about 120 
years after the deluge : and, fince the great influence, which 
he poflefl'ed over his followers, could fcarcely have been ac- 
quired in his youth, and during the lives of his elder brothers, 
we may alfo infer, that he mult have been near 2 jo years old, 

before 
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At length that venerable patriarch was re- 
moved by the hand of death ; and the migh- 
ty hunter of men, the tyrannical Nimrod, 
rofe, like a baleful comet, above the political 
horizon. He was the grandfon of Ham, and 
the fon of Cufh ; and he appears to have been 
the firft avowed poftdiluvian apoftate. We 
are informed by the facred h'lftorian, that 
“ the' beginning of . his kingdom was Babel, 
“ and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh in the 
“ land of Shinar p .” Here he attempted to 

before he attempted to build the tower, and found the empire 
of Babel. If this mode of computation be allowable, every 
chronological difficulty will be removed : for Noah will then 
have died previous to the events of Shinar, and the world will 
have become Efficiently populous to remove all doubts refpe£t- 
ing the poffibility of fuch events. This computation moreover 
will perfeftly accord, in point of time, with the ancient tradi- 
tion, that Abraham was caft into a furnace by Nimrod, for re- 
futing to worffiip his grand deity Fire. See Fabric. Codex 
Pfeudepig. vol. i. p. 344. 

The preceding calculation however is offered with great dif- 
fidence, for I am aware that it is liable to fome objedtions. If 
therefore it ffiould be maintained, that the birth of Peleg and 
the building of the tower were contemporary, inftead of fuc- 
ceffive events, the adoption of the Samaritan chronology, which 
places the birth of Peleg 401 years after the deluge, would 
equally with the foregoing hypbthefis allow a Efficient period 
of time for the repeopling of the earth : but, whether it be al- 
lowable to fet afide the Hebrew computation in favour of the 
Samaritan, I leave to abler judges than myfelf to determine. > 

? Gen. x. 10. 

efta- 
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eftablifh an univerfal monarchy, and an uni- 
verfal religion ; which produced a ftruggle 
between him, and the defcendants of Afhur, 
whofe dominions he had invaded. The re- 
fult of the conteft was, that Afhur was com- 
pelled to quit his territory, and tp provide for 
himfelf elfe where. “ Out of that land went 
“ forth Alhur, and builded Nineveh, and the 
“ city Rehoboth, and Calah, and Refen, be- 
“ tween Nineveh and Calah q .” 

The very name indeed of Nimrod, which 
apparently fignifies a rebellious panther r , points 
out the nature of his offence ; and we are 
juflified in concluding, that the firfl pofldilu- 
vian idolatry was openly eflablifhed at his 
metropolis Babylon, becaufe that city, when 
its name is myflically applied to papal Rome, 
is ftyled the Mother of harlots and abomina- 
tions of the earth s . The analogy is obvious : 
as the pure worlhip of the patriarchs was firft 
authoritatively corrupted at Babel, fb was the 
divine religion of Chrift at Rome. 

Previous to the building of the tower then, 
I conceive, that all mankind were accuftomed 
folemnly to commemorate the cataftrophe of 
the deluge ; but, at the fame time, I think 

3 Gen. x. ii. 

r *HD3 is probably a contra&ion of TID-'IDJ. 

8 Rev. xvii. 5 . 

it 
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it probable, that they had now begun to en- 
tertain too exceffive a veneration for their ar- 
kite anceftors. This veneration was by the 
degenerate Nimrod foon perverted into grots 
idolatry, and blended with the antediluvian 
worlhip of the holt of heaven. Noah and 
the Sun were henceforth regarded as one di- 
vine objedt ; and the Ark, in which he was 
preserved, was profanely reverenced in con- 
junction with the Moon. The Chaldeans 
foon became famous throughout the world 
for their aftronomical refearches ; and, while 
they marfhalled the liars in a variety of dif- 
tindl conftellations, they contrived to depidt 
upon their fphere the principal events, which 
are narrated in the hiltory of the deluge. 

Noah however was not the only patriarch ' 
worlhipped along with the Sun j in luble- 
' quent ages Ham not unfrequently obtained 
the fame honour. I may here therefore with 
propriety notice a lingular fort of confulion, 
which will be found very generally to per- 
vade the mythology of the heathens. Noah 
and his triple offspring are continually repre- 
fented to us under the charadter of an an- 
cient deity and his three fons ; and yet every 
one of tbefe three Ions is, upon various occa- 
lions, confounded with his father. Thus Sa- 
turn, Jupiter, Neptune, and Pluto, taken 

con- 
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conjointly, are evidently Noah, Ham, Japhet, 
and Shem ; neverthelefs, as will hereafter 
fufficiently appear, Saturn, Jupiter, and Plu- 
to, when considered feparately, are all equally 
the folar Noah, while Neptune very frequent-^ 
ly feems to be the fame patriarch adored as a 
diluvian god. This remark will equally ap- 
ply to the Cronus of Sanchoniatho, and his 
three fons, Cronus the younger, Jupiter-Be- 
lus, and Apollo; to the Brahme of Hindoftan, 
and his children Brahma, Vifhnou, and See- 
va ; and to the Bore of Scandinavia, and his 
triple offspring Odin, Vile, and Ve. Many 
observations, in the courfe of the prefent 
work will be built upon this curious, though 
to my own convi&ion at leaft undoubted, 
circumftance. 

That the Moon and the Ark were wor- 
shipped together will abundantly appear in the 
fequel. It is not improbable, that this pecu- 
liar kind of idolatry might have originated 
from the following circumftance. When the 
two great fupeiftitions were united, and 
when Noah began to be adored along with 
the Sun, the Chaldean aftronomers, having 
obferved the refemblance of a crefcent to a 
boat, thought that the waning Moon was no 
unapt Symbol of the Ark. Hence they were 
reverenced conjointly; and hence we find, 

that 
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• that the very tame goddefs was fometimes a 
perfonification of the one, and fometimes of 
the other. Varro accordingly afferts, that the 
Moon, when in the form of a crefcent, was 
. called Jana *; but Janus is the fcriptural 
Noah, confequently Jana is the Noetic ark 
or crefcent. 

This I apprehend to be the only key, that 
can unlock the hidden meaning of the myf- 
terious polytheifm of the ancients. Ofiris, 
Bacchus, Cronus, Pluto, Adonis, and Hercu- 
les, taken in one point of view, as will be 
lhewn at large hereafter, are all equally the 
Sun; but, if we examine their relpe&ive hif- 
< tories, and attentively confider the actions, 
which are afcribed to them, we ihall be con- 
vinced, that, in their human capacity, they 
can each be no other than the great patri- 
arch. In a limilar manner, the various god- 
defles of paganifm feem to be all one and 
the fame mythological character ; though 
. they fometimes reprefent the Moon, fome- 
times the Ark, and fometimes the globe of 
the Earth emerging from the waters of the 
deluge I 11 . 


I Varr. de Re Ruft, lib. i. c. 37. 

II Juno and Mirierva are perhaps the only exceptions to this 

rule. * - 

vol. 1. c From 
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From this union of the two primitive fu- 
perflitions originated the cuflom of bellowing 
the names of the hero-gods upon the celefiial 
cataflerifms. Modern aflronomy flill conti- 
nues to retain the fame titles; and Nimrod 
himfelf, the founder of this. compound idola- 
try, flill holds a confpicuous place in the 
fphere, and flill overlooks the affairs of mor- 
tals, from the brilliant conflellation of Ori- 
on*. The fervile flattery of more recent 
times tranflated the deified fpirit of the firft 
Cefar into the Julium Sidus ; and a great 
aflronomer of the prefent day, adopting the 
claflical compliment without the claflical im- 
piety, has given the appellation of the Geof- 
gium Sidus to his newly difcovered planet. 

The attempt of Nimrod, to force his abo- 
minations upon the reludlant confciences of 
mankind, produced a war between his fol- 
lowcrs^ and thofe, who flill perfevered in 
commemorating the event of the deluge, and 
who rejected with horror the profane reveries 
of Sabianifm. The iflue of it was fuch as I 
have mentioned ; the arkite feflival was per- 


x It is a curious circumftance, that he is reprefented upon 
the celefiial globe, encountering the arkite bull, which, as we 
fhall hereafter fee, was the bull of Europa. His followers 
feem to have taken this method of defcribing his. attack upon 
the anti-fabian votaries of the commemorative rites of the ark. 

verted 
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verted into a fuperftitious idolatry, and was 
for ever united with the worfhip of the hea- 
venly bodies. The Myjieries of the Cabiri are 
in fa£t nothing more than a mythological account 
of thefe events-, and they will be found through- 
out to refer at once to the catajlrophi of the de- 
luge, and to the impious rites of that Sabianifm, 
which was united by Nimrod with the arkite 
fuperjlition y . 

The prefent attempt to analyfethe hiftory 
of the Cabiri is built upon the following prin- 
ciples. 

i. Allegory and perfonification were pecu- 
liarly agreeable to the genius of antiquity ; 
and the limplicity of truth was perpetually 
facrificed at the Ihrine of poetical decoration. 
Hence we find, that the old mythologifts in- 
vented a variety of facred emblems, expreflive 
of the helio-arkite objects of worfhip, which 


y Some few broken traditions al(b of antediluvian events 
feem to be blended with the general helio-arkite worfliip of the 
Pagans. Thus the garden of the Hefperides may poflibly al- 
lude to the garden of Paradife ; and thus Eufebius thinks, 
that the cry of Evoc, ufed by the Bacchanalians, relates to the 
name of Ewe. All thefe fables, however, are ftrangely inter- 
mingled with the hiftory of the arkite hero-gods. Many of 
them have been noticed by me in a former publication. See 
Horse Mofaicae, book i. 

c 3 I fhall 
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I fhall very frequently have occafion to no- 
tice in the enfuing pages'. The moft ufual 
fymbols of the Sun were a lion, and a fer- 
pent ; thofe of Noah, a bull, a horfe, and a 
fifh united with a man ; thofe of the Ark, a 
heifer, a mare, a fifh united with a woman, 
a ram, a boar, a cup, a fea-monfter, and a 
beautiful female, who was fometimes de- 
fcribed as a virgin, and fometimes reprefented 
as the mother of the gods, and as the con- 
tort, the daughter, the parent, or the filler, 
of the principal arkite deity. That fuch em- 
blems were really ufed, will be fhewn here- 
after ; at prefent therefore I merely notice 
them. 

2 . The obfcurity, neceflarily attendant 
upon allegorical perfbnifications, was height- 
ened by the vanity, which prompted each 
nation to adapt, to their own peculiar my- 
thology, fadts equally connedled with the 
whole race of mankind. Commemorative 
ordinances were eftablifhed, and remarkable 
events were exhibited in a kind of fcenical 
reprefentation. In moft cafes their origin, 
and their import, feem to have been equally 
forgotten ; and thus would for ever have re- 
mained, had not the page of Scripture af- 
forded that explanation, which had long 

been 
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been obliterated from the annals of the Gen- 
tiles z . . 

3. A confiderable portion of ancient hif- 
tory has been handed down to us, through 
the medium of the literature of Greece, and 
in its paflfage has received a very great degree 
of corruption. The religion of that cele- 
brated peninfula is confefledly of foreign ex- 
traction a . Egypt and the Eall were the 
fources, from which, in a great meafure, the 
Greeks equally derived their origin, and their 
mythology : but the faflidious delicacy of 
claflical ears, and the vain affedatidn of re- 
mote antiquity, induced them to corrupt va- 
rious oriental words, and to feek for the ra- 
dicals of them in their own language. This 
vanity has been productive of many ablurd 
mifreprefentations, and has fuperinduqed 
much obfcurity over feveral very remarkable 
traditions. It will be neceflary therefore, in 
the elucidation of Greek antiquity, frequently 
to have recourfe to the oriental tongues : for 
Diodorus Siculus informs us, that the Samo- 
thracians had a peculiar dialed of their own. 


2 The treatifes of Jamblichus upon tie Myjleries, and of Por- 
phyry upon the cave of the nymphs , are remarkable inftances of 
this. 

* Herod. lib. ii. cap. 4, 45, &c. 

c 3 which 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



* *2 A DISSERTATION 

which prevailed in their facred rites b ; and 
Jamblichus plainly declares, that the lan* 
guage, ufed in the Myfteries, was not that of 
Greece, but of Egypt and Aflyria c . Accord- 
ingly, he highly ceniures the folly of thole, 
who imagined that barbarous words poflefled 
no inherent fignification ; and tells us, that 
the language of the Myfteries was the lan- 
guage of the gods, the firft and moil ancient 
language which was fpoken upon earth d . 
Hence we may learn the meaning of that 
conftant .and curious diftindion, made by Ho- 
> mer, between the dialed of the gods, and 
the dialed of men. Thefe gods were the fa- 
mous arkite ogdoad, and their language was 
Chaldee or Hebrew ; whilp that of mortals 
was the more modem dialed of Greece. 
The derivation indeed of the very alphabet, 
ufed by that polite and ingenious nation, of- 

“ Si vahutetr i Star JlaAixrer «t avto%&on< (Xa/ta9feua<), 

if n t«k Svirmf TV rvr Dioj, ?ibl. lib. V. 

p. 3*2* 

c It is remarkable, that he ftyles thefe nations facred : tut' 
hpip k Sjwj, Aiyvirrsup rt xcts Aojvpta*. 

d Jamb, de Myft. fe£. vii. cap. 4. The whole chapter it 
extremely interefting, but too long to be infcrted. The reader 
will alfo find fome curious particulars refpeffcing the introduc- 
tion of the Phenician letters into Greece, in Herod, lib. t. cap. 
58. The hiftorian mentions, that he himfelf faw at Thebes 
fbmc t« 7 ancient tripods inferibed with Cadm&aa chambers. 

fen 
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few itfelf as a clue to direct us in our re- 
fearches. It leads us obviouily to that wide- 
fpreading language, which once extended it- 
felf oyer fo many of the weftem regions of 
Afia ; and which dill prevails, in the fhapo 
of .one of its diale&s, through fo large a por- 
tion both of Africa, and of the Eaft. The 
feme radicals equally fence to form the balls 
of the kindred tongues of Chaldea, Syria, Pa- 
leftine, Phenicia, and Arabia ; by the com- 
merce of Tyre, and by the early colonifts 
from Alia, it was diffufed round the coafts of 
the Mediterranean ; and the adventurous na- 
vigators of Carthage have left foroe traces of 
it even upon the remote ihores of Britain. 
The fecluded defecndants of Ifrael occupied 
but an inconfiderable divilion of that im- 
znenfe trad:, over which this ancient tongue 
bad extended itfelf ; nor does it appear pro- 
bable, that the Greeks borrowed many ori- 
ental radicals immediately from that people. 
It is more likely, that they were adopted 
from feme of the collateral dialedts of thofe' 
eaftern nations, which were lels averfe than 
the Jews to an unreftrained intercourfe with 
mankind. 

4. As the Greeks have borrowed moll of 
their fecred terms from the oriental .dialedts, 
fo we fhall find, that the names of their an- 

c 4 - cient 
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cient kings and heroes are, for the mod part, 
mere variations either of the word Noah, or 
of the titles of the folar deity. Hence it 
will follow, that the long genealogies of thefe 
imaginary perfonages, which occur fo fre- 
quently in the writings of the Greek mytho- 
logifts, are purely fabulous, ‘and can never be 
efteemed any part of genuine and authentic 
hiftory. When carefully examined, they will 
be found to be nothing more than a feries of 
repetitions ; inlomuch that a grandfather, a 
father, and a fon, though apparently diftinCt 
characters, prove, in reality, to be only one 
and the fame perfon, Noah worlhipped in 
conjunction' with the Sun. Thus, to give 
a fingle inftance, Minyas was fometimes 
efteemed the offspring, and fometimes the 
father of Orchomenus, who was defcended 
from Pelafgus, Photoneus, Inachus, and Ocea- 
nus. All thefe however, excepting the laft, 
are merely different appellations of the great 
patriarch. 

I fhall conclude this chapter with a lift of 
ancient radicals, which feem to enter into 
the compofition of moft of the facred terms 
of Hellenic mythology e . • The greateft part 

e In Mr. Bryant’s catalogue of radicals, feveral occur, which 
I lhall find no occafion to ufe j while iome, which to me will 
prove of effential fervice, are omitted by that excellent writer. 

Hence 
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of them are either Punic or Chaldee ; lome 
few do not occur in thofe diale&s, which are 
probably fragments of the old language of 
the Mizraim ; and one or two are Sanfcrect, 
from which they have palled into feveral dif- 
ferent tongues both ancient and modern. I 
am aware of the prejudice entertained againft 
remote etymologies, and am perfectly fen- 
fible, that the derivation of words ought to 
be admitted with very great caution. Hence, 
generally fpeaking, I lhall endeavour, not to 
deduce an imaginary hiftory from a deriva- 
tion equally imaginary ; but, on the contra- 
ry, to deduce the derivation from the cir- 
cumftances of an actually exifting hiftory f . 
I am aware alfo of the objection made by Sir 
William Jones to the lyftem adopted through- 
out the principal work of Mr. Bryant, that 
“ he, who profeffes to derive the words of 
“ any one language from thofe of another, 
“ muft expofe himfelf to the dangers of per- 


Hence the fubjolned lift will be found to vary, in many parti- 
culars, from that of Mr. Bryant. 

f For inftance, when I meet with a curious legend of a great 
deluge, which happened in the days of Sh aficient king, deno- 
minated Nuflimus, andamJhebCe led to derive the name from 
Nuch-Tam, Noab tbw'kftrfeft man ; I cannot dlfcover, why 
fuch an etymology ftiould be deemed either abfurd or impro- 
bable. 



petual 
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" petual errors, unlefs he be perfectly ac- 
•* quainfccd with both R .” This objection 
however, I trull, will in a great measure be 
found inapplicable to the following remarks 
on the Cabiric Myfteries : for, iince the the- 
ology of Greece is allowedly of Chaldean, 
Phenician, and Egyptian extraction ; fi'nce 
Diodorus Siculus aflerts, that the Sgmothra- 
cians ufed the remains of a very ancient dia- 
led, which was not Greek, in their lacred 
rites; and lince Jamblichus declares, that the 
language of the Myfteries was that of Egypt 
and Affyria : I cannot fee, why the deriva- 
tion of Hellenic mythological terms from the 
Punic, or the Coptic, lhould be thought juft- 
ly dcferving of cenfure**. I purpofe there- 
fore almotft erclufively to coniine my etymo- 
logical refcarches to Greek, Latin, Phenician, 
or Ilienlian names ; and, whenever I venture 
to extend them beyond tbefe limits, the rea- 
der will judge for himlelf, how far I am au* 


* Sir ffm, Jones’s ninth Anniv. Difc. Afiat. Ref. vol. iii. 
P- 4 3 °- 

h I have derived fome of theft terms alfo from the Sanforeet, 
for which I have tfefe authority of Sir William Jones himfelf, 
who has declared, that there h fuch a refemblance between that' 
language and the Greek and Latin, ** that no philologer could 
u examine them aU throe without believing them to Have 
u fprung from feme common fource, which perhaps no longer 
* exifts.” Third Anniv, Difc. Afiat. Ref. vol. i. p. 423 . 

thorized 
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thorized to do fo by the particular combina- 
tion of circumftances. 

The follpwing are the radicals, which I 
(hall principally ufe. 

Ain l , A fountain. 

Ag, Og, Ac, Oc, One, Ong k , The Ocean* 

Al, El *, God, or the folar God. 

Ai, Aia m , A country . 

Aph“, Heat . 

Adar, contradledly Dar *, Illujlrious. 

Am **, A Jhip. 

Aran q , An Ark. 

Ar, Aur, Ur, Or f . Light. 

Ar*, A mountain. 

Arc, Arg, Org, Erech, Arech*, A long Jh'tf, 
or ark. 

Ares, Eres w . The Sun. 

1 Heb. py. 

k Heb. tMN ; Gr. ClKtanx, nr»ir (Hefych.) j Goth. Oggar. 

I Heb. ; Gr. "Htott. 

“ Heb. *H 5 Gr. Ai«. 

II Heb. ; Gr. «rAIIrv, to kindle a fire ; ipHTuXe?, (t Jfetrk. 
the $ in frbatos is merely the common prefix. 

* Heb. TIN. 

► Heb. *3K. 

' Heb. ; Gr. *APN«|. 

* Heb. *1W$ whence, from its bfightnels, L*t. Autum, goUy 
Gr. * vp-, Eng. Bum ; Lat. uro. . 

» Heb. -in ; Gr. Ope. 

* Heb. rtl'DD ro"lN, a longjbif 5 Eng. Bark, from the com- 
pound P’Arca, or B’Arca. 

* Heb. Din. 

As, 
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As, Ath, Ait, Es x , Fire. 

Bal, Bel, Bol, Baal y , Lord. 

Bu, Bo, Boi, Bo z , An ox. 

Car, Cur, Cor, Sar, Sir a , The Sun. 

Chan, Chon, Chen b , A Prieji. 

Cal, Cul, Col c . Hollow, an epithet of the ark. 
Da A , The. 

Dae, Dag e , A ffn. 

Du, Dus, Thu, Thus f , God. 

Ga, Gai 6 , Illujlrious. 

Ham, Ora h , Heat, Fire. 

Hipha, Siphina, Hiph, Siph A decked, or co- 
hered Jhip. 

Luc k , 'The Sun. 


‘ '* Heb; ; Chald. flit ; Gr. Ai% ; Eng. A^es, Heat ; 
Com. Etau, a, fire-brand, 

y Heb. 5 Irifh. Beal tine, in honour of Belus. 

2 Heb. npn$ Gr. Bus*, Lat. Bos, Bucellus^ Eng. Bull, Bu- 
gle 3 Cora. Bouin, Bu 3 Irifh. Bo 5 Armor. Byuh. 

a Heb. nny, nnr, mil, Perfic. Curos (Hefych.) 3 

Sanf. Surya 5 Gr. Zwpos, 2«p»o$. 

Heb. po 5 and, from 'the union of the regal with the fa- 
cerdotal chara&er, Tart. Khan 5 Germ. Koning 3 Eng. King v 
c Heb. 5 Gr. Ko*Aos, Ko »*»«, Ko/Xo> 3 Eng. Gully, Galley. 
d Chald. NT 3 Eng. The, pronounced Dhe. 
e Heb. ; Dutch. Dogger, afijhing-hoat. 
f Sanf. Dew, Deo, Deva : Lat. Deus, Divus 3 Gr. ©io$ ; 
Celt. Du, Dia, Deu. 

g Heb. Hid ; Gr. Taw 3 Lat. Gaudium 3 Eng. Gay, Gaudy. 
h Heb. DTT 5 Lat. Amo 3 Sanf. Cama, the god of love, 

* Heb. HDn, rtt'DD) Eng. Ship 5 - Dutch. Skipper 3 Gr. 
InapTi, Tueira, HkvQos, *1 vvros 5 Eng. Skiff. 

k Hence Gr. At a year or a revolution of Luc 5 

an 
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Ma, Mai, M’ \ Great. 

Menu, Manes, Menes m , Noah. 

Menah, Men, Monah, Mon Any thing 

Noetic, the Ark, the Moon. 

Nuh, Nuch, Nuach, Nus, Nau °, Noah. 

Ob, Op, Aub p , A ferpent. 

On, Aun % the Sun. 

an epithet of Apolb ; AvxaGylos, a name of mount Parnajfus, equi- 
valent to Luca- Bet, the temple of the Sun ; AvxoQuq, the morning 
light ; (Suid. Lex.) A vxm, a lantern ; Aivxos 3 white or Jhining ; 
Avjtof, a wolf from its being facred to Luc or Apollo : Lat. 
Lux, light •, Lucus, a grove from its being ufually planted 
round the high places of Luc ; Lucerna, a lantern $ Luceo, to 
fbine ; Eng. Luck, from the ufual metaphor of profperity be- 
ing reprefented by light, and adverfity bydarknefs. The fame 
idea caufed the ancients to mark lucky days with chalk, and 
unlucky ones with coal j 

Ilia prius creta, mox h&c carbone not 3 rtli, 

Perf. Sat. v. ver. 108. 
Crejfa ne careat pulchra dies nota . 

Horat. Od lib. i. Od. $ 6 . ver. 10. 
Look, from the circumftance of light being neceflary for the 
excrcile of the organs of vifiom 

1 Heb. IKDj Sanf. Maha, Mah, Mai (Hcfych. Lex. Vox 
M at); Lat. Magnus 5 Gf. the feminine 6f which 

M tymM, old Eng. Mickle;' ' 

m Heb. m3D, the name bf Noah with the addition of the 
prefix D, or the particle Ma : thus Ma-Nuh will fignify lid 
great Noah. 

* Heb. nrPJD 5 Gr. 5 Lat. Mentis $ Eng. Moon, 

0 Heb. m3. 

p Heb. 3\\ 4 $ Gr. op** ; Span. Cobra. 

* Heb. pN. See JBp. Horfley’s very valuable and curious re- 
marks upon this radical. (Tranflat. of Hofea, p. toa.) The 

word 
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Patar, Petar q , to difimifs, to open, to let out. 
Ph’, F, Pu”, The. 

Phree, Phri, Phra, Pherah *, The Sun. 

Phi ', A mouth, an oracle. 

Phont ", A priejl. 

S’ *, A common prefix to an afipirated vowel. 
San, Son, Azan, Azon y , ’The Sun. 

Tal, Ital, Aital z , the Sun. 

word On was ufed by the Egyptians as a name of the Sun $ 
and it feems moreover to be nearly connected with the facred 
Hindoo triliteral jium , or Qm. See Injiit . of Menu, p. 26. 

9 Heb, “IBD. 

r Pu vel Pi articulus omnibus nominibus propriis olim prae- 
figebatur, non tantum a vetuitioribus Hebraeis, fed et ab JE- 
gyptiis, Arabibus, Chaldseis, caeterifque Orientis populis. Voff. 
de LXX. p. 409. 

* This Coptic word (fee Jablon. Panth. JEgypt. lib. iii, 
cap. 1.) is perhaps ultimately derived from the Hebrew mD 
Phree, to be fruitful ; the Sun being the great material caufe of 
fru&ification. 

4 Heb. *D. 

11 Phont is alfo a Coptic word. Jablon. Panth. JEgypt, 
Pars I. p. 139. 

x Thus Hindus , and Sindus ; Hipba, and Sipha ; *AAf, and 
Sal; *AAAo/*a», and Salto; ,Sanf. Naga, and Eng. Snake ; AA <ro; t 
and Saltus ; *Aporw, and Sarpo ; 'e&u (2 Fut. Ion. ab *E§y), and * 
Sedeo ; 'Hpio-vs, and Semi (ufed in com portion) ; and 

Septem ; ^E|, and Sex ; C E giru, and Serpo ; 'tiro, and Sub; 'Y vrep, 
(Eng. Upper) and Super ; *T ntfiios, and Superbus . 

y Azan or Azon appears to be compounded of As-On, the 
fiery Sun. San is the contracted form of the one, and Son of 
the other, Gr. Zw ; Eng. Sun. 

* T*Aof, 0 *A»o*. (Hefych.) Ital, or Aital, is compounded 
of Ait-Al, the god of beat. Tal is the contracted form. 

The- 
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Theba 1 , An ark . 

Tin, Tinin b , A fea-monjier. 

Tit c , ‘The diluvian chaos. 

Tor d , A bull. 

Yuneh, Yoneh, Juneh, Jonah *, A dove. 

Za f , Greatly. 

» Heb. nan. 

b Heb. f'jri ; Gr. Qutnt ; Lat. Thynnui ; Eng. Tunny. 

* Heb. era. 

d Chald. TiD j Gr. T«op«t j Let. Taurus, Torvus ; Celt. 
Tarw. 

c Heb. ?W ; Sanf. Yoni. Vocula haec Indica vakt natura 
muliebris . Brachmanni fingunt, to Yoni inter diluvium fbrmam 
columbaa induifle. Fabula procul dubio ad nefanda phalli per- 
liftet m/fteria. 
f Gr. Za. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

AN ANALYSIS OP THE PHENICIAN HISTORY 
OP SANCHONIATHO. 


The moft detailed account of the Cabiric 
deities is given in the Pbenician bijiory of San- 
choniatho, which Eufebius has happily pre- 
fer ved in his Prceparatio Evangelica \ This 
hiftory has been largely commented upon by 
Bp. Cumberland ; and the refult of his in- 
veftigation is, that Sydyk is the patriarch 
Shem, and that the Cabiri, whom the Phe- 
nician mythologift defcribes as the Ions of 
Sydyk, are the children of Shem, and the 
brethren of Arphaxad. Mnafeas however, ac- 
cording to the fcholiaft upon Apollonius Rho- 
dius, having pronounced, that Jupiter and 
his fon Dionufus were the moft ancient Ca- 
biri b , the Bifhop thinks, that the former of 
thefe was Ham, and the latter Mizraim ; 
whence he concludes, that there were two 
entirely diftinA races of Cabiri, the firft con- 


* Eufeb. Praep. Evan. lib. i. cap. io. 

^ Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i, vcr. 917. 

lifting 
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lifting of Ham and his fon Mizraim, the lat- 
ter of the children of Shem. 

The objections, to which the fyftem of 
Bp. Cumberland is liable, will belt appear 
from an attentive examination of the Pheni- 
cian narrative itfelf. This curious fragment, 
like many other pagan traditions, is by no 
means perfectly accurate ; nor can it be fa- 
tisfa&orily explained, if we ftriCtly abide by 
every gradation in the Cabiric genealogy. 
The obvious import of names, and the pecu- 
liar hiftory of each moft remarkable defcent, 
muft be- carefully noticed, or it will . be im- 
poffible to avoid falling into a variety of er- 
rors : for we lhall find, that the fame perfon 
frequently recurs, under different appellations, 
in the courfe even of the fame genealogy ; 
and that of the two antediluvian families of 
Seth and Cain the former is entirely omitted. 
Nor will this confufion . be thought wonder- 
ful, when we recoiled, that the patriarch 
Noah is evidently deified in the mythology of 
the heathen world under feveral diftinCt cha- 
racters, allufive to’ the various aCtions and 
circumftances recorded in his hiftory.- Deu- 
calion, Ogyges, Satufti, and Janus, are only 
different names of the fame perfon ; and 
what is obfervable in the fables of Greece 
vol. i. D and 
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and Rome applies with equal force to the 
narrative of Sancfconiatho. 

Jn order that the following obfervations 
may be more clearly undcrllood, I flaall begin 
with ' ftating the fubfeance of die Phenician 
hiftory.), a» detailed by that writer. 

Sanoboniatho* after his account of the cof- 
mogony, proceeds to inform us, that all man- 
kind Were produced from two perlbns, deno- 
minated by Philo hi& tranflatOE Protogonus 
and Eon, the latter .of whom firft gathered 
fruit ihom trees e . Their children were call- 
ed Genus and Genoa. Thefe, in a feafon of 
great drought, began to adore the Sun, fill- 
ing him Beel-Sammj or Lord ef the Heavens. 
The offspring o£!G5mus was Phas, Pyr, and 
Phlox ; who invented the mode of procuring 
fire by rubbing dry fticks againft each other. 
Thefe begot fons of a gigantic feature, who 
bore the names of v.CaJJius, and Libanus d . 
The next generation confifted of Memrumus, 
Hypfuranius, and UJbiis ; who were born dux- 

• * “ And when the woman faw, that the tree was good for 
" food, and that it was pleafant to the fcye*, send a trfee to be 
“ defired to make one wtfcpjbe took of the fruit thereof and did 
“ eat, and gave alfo unto her, hutband vtitb ler \ and he did 
tc eat/’ Gen. iil. 6. 

d « There were giants in the earth iri thofe days.” Gen. vi. 4 . 

ing 
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mg a period of extreme depravity, their mo- 
thers living in a ftate of open proftitution®. 
Ufous cohftrudted the firft rude boat from the 
trunk of a tree, and confecrated two pillars 
to Wind and Fire. Next lucceeded Agreus 
and Halieus , the inventors of hunting and 
fi thing; one of whom was the father of 
Chryjbr or Vulcan { . From Chrylbr were born 
two brothers, T’echnites and Geinus; who 
were the parents of Agruerus and Agrus. 
Agruerus was highly venerated by the Pheni- 
cians, and his lhrine was drawn about from 
plaee to place by a yoke of oxen; while 
among the Byblians he was efteemed, in an 
efpecial manner, even the greateft of Gods. 
The perfons, of whom this generation was 
compofed, were known by the general name 
oil Alette or 'fit any, and their children were 
At.-ynus and Magus. From thefe were bom 


• u And God faw that the wickednefs of man was great in 
u the earth, and that every imagination of the thbughte of his 
“ heart was only evil continual ly-r-The earth alfo was corrupt 
<r before God, and the earth was filled with violence^ And 
u God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt j for 
“ all ftefh had corrupted his way upon the earth/ Gen. vi. J, 
II, 12. 


f This Vulcan was a totally different charafter from the 
Egyptian Vulcan, who is faid by Herodotus and Pherecydes to 
have been the father of the Cabiri. His hiftory will be confi- 
dered hereafter. 


D 9 
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Mifor and Sydyk. Miior was the father of 
Taautus, the inventor of letters, who is 
called by the Egyptians I’boor , by the Alex- 
andrians Tb'dytb, and by the Greeks Hermes: 
but Sydyk begot the Diofcori or Cabiri, who 
are likewife denominated Corybantes and Sa- 
motbraces. Thefe were the builders of the 
firfl complete fhip; and from them was de- 
fended another generation , who difcovered 
the ufe of medicinal herbs. Sydyk, in addi- : 
tion to the feven Cabiri, had, by one of the 
Titanides, a fon named Afclepius. He was 
afterwards added to the number of the Ca- 
biri, and was then ftyled Efmunus % from the 
circumftance of his being the eighth brother. 

. In the age of thefe men lived Eliun the 
mojl high , and his wife Berutb, who dwelt 
in the neighbourhood of Byblus. Their fon 
was Epigbus or Autochthon t who was after- 
wards called XJranus or Heaven j and their 
daughter was Ge or Earth. Uranus, efpouf- 
ing his filter Ge, had by her four fons,. Bety -• 
lusy Atlas , I/us or Cronus , and Dagon who’ 
is alio called Siton. He was moreover the t 
inventor of Betylia, or ftones that moved as 
if endowed with animation. His fon Cronus 

8 Heb. 'JIDiyn, offavtts. See alfo Damaf. vit, Ifid. apud 
Phot. Bibl. p. 1073, 

begot 
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begot Projerpine and Minerva ; and was like- 
wife the father of the feven Titan ides by his 
lifter AJlart}, and of the feven Titans by his 
lifter Rhea. He had alio three other foils 
born to him in Perea, Cronus the younger, Ju- 
piter -Belus, and Apollo h . 

Contemporary with thefe were Pontus, and 
Typbon, and Nereus the father of Pontus. 
The children of Pontus Were Sidon and Nep- 
tune. 

Between Uranus and his Ion Cronus a fe- 
vere war broke out, in the courfe of which 
a pregnant concubine of Uranus was taken 
prifoner. Cronus gave her in marriage to 
Dagon, who is alfo intitled Jupiter Arotrius 
from his being the patron of agriculture ; 
loon after which Ihe brought forth the child, 
that Ihe had conceived by Uranus, and called 
his name Demaroon. Sublequent to thele 
matters Cronus founded Byblus, and threw 
’ his brother Atlas, upon a fufpicion of trealon, 
into a deep pit. . 

He |s alio laid to have had daughters by his fitter Dion*, 
but £anchoniatho does not mention their names. The author 
of the works afcribed to Orpheus enumerates Dione among 
\ the feven Titanides, (Qrph., apud Froc. in Tim. lib. v. p. 295.) 
and Euripides makes her the mother of Bacchus, or Noah. 
(Eurip. apud fchol. in Pind. Pyth. iii. ver. 177.) Dion& is 
merely a contraftion of Da-Ionah, the dove . - 

D 3 Uranus 
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Uranus next made war upon Pontus, and 
leagued himfelf with Demaroon: upon which 
Demaroon forthwith invaded Pontus; but 
Pontus fpeedily put him to flight, and De- 
maroon vowed to offer up a facrifice in cafe 
he Ihould efcape. Cronus meanwhile, hav- 
ing laid an ambufcade for his father Uranus, 
caftrated him in a certain place in the centre 
of the earth, in the neighbourhood of rivers 
and fountains. Then Aftarte, and Jupiter- 
Demaroon, and Adod the king of the gods, 
reigned over the country of Phenicia, with 
the confent of Cronus j and Aftarte placed 
upon her head, as an enfign of authority, the 
horns of a bull'. This is -fhe, whom the 
Greeks call Aphrodite , or Venus*: but to De- 
maroon was born Hercules- Meticartbus. 


1 The city of Afhteroth-Carnaim, near which Chedorlaomer 
defeated the Rephaim, is evidently fo denominated from this 
goddefs; a circumftance, which fhews the high antiquity of 
her worfliip. Afterotb Carnaim is equivalent to Aftarte the 
horned . 

k Sanction iatho adds, that Cronus was by the Phenicians 
called lfrael , that he and all his followers were circumcifed, and 
that he facrificed upon art altar> to his father Uranus, his only 
fon by the nymph Anobret. The whole of this is evidently a 
corrupted interpolation, which relates entirely to the hiftoiy of 
Abraham and Ifaac,and which has hot the flighted connection 
with that of Cronus, Sydyk, and the Cabiri. The fame re- 
mark may be applied to another tradition refpefting Cronus, 

which 
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After thefe things Cronus gave the city 
Byblus to the . goddefs Baaltis or Dione, and 
the city Berytus to Neptune and the Cabin, 
who there confecrated the relics of the Ocean. 
Cronus then, proceeding fouthward, inverted 
Taautus with the fovereignty of Egypt. All 
thefe matters, according to Sanchoniatho, 
were recorded by the Cabiri the feven fons 
of Sydyk, and tbear eighth brother Alclepius, 
at the command of the god Taautus 1 . 

In the precedir^g narrative three diftindfc 
genealogies are detailed, the firft of which 
commences with Protogonus, the fecond with 
Eliun Hypfiftus, and the third with Nereus. 


TABLE I. 

The Line of Protogonus, 


i. Protogonus, Eon ^ 

%, Genus, Genea. 

3. Phos, Pyr, Phlox. 

4. Caffius, Lihanus. 

5. Memrumus, Ufoiis. 

6. Agreus, Halieus. 

7. , Chryfor or Vulcan. 

8. Technites, Gei'mis. 

.9. Agruerus, ,Agrus. ^ 

\ v . Vii. .!) 


10. Amynus, Magus. 

11. Sydyk, Mifor. 

12. The Cabiri, Afclepius, 
Taautus. 

13. The fons of the Ca- 
bin, inventors of me- 
dicinal preparations 
foam herbs. 


which has been alfo preferved by Sanchoniatho : he is faid to 
have llain with his fword his own fon Sadid. 

1 Eufeb. Praep. Evan. lib. i. cap. 10. 


D4 
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TABLE II. 

The Lane of Eliun, contemporary with Sydyk and the 
Cabiri . 


Eliun 


Beruth 


i 

Ge 


i 

Uranus 


A concubine 


i i i i 

Betylus. Dagon. Cronus. Atlas. 


Minerva. Proferpine. 


i 

Demaroon. 
T Melicarthus. 


The 7 Titanides. 


i i i i 

The 7 Titans. Cronus. Jupiter-Belus. Apollo. 


TABLE III. 

The Line of Nereus , contemporary with Cronus and bis 
xbildren, and confequently with Sydyk and the Cabiri . 


Nereus. 

Pontus. 

i 

# i i 

Sidon. Neptune. 


Typhon. 


The firfi: of thefe genealogical tables is ad- 
jufted by Bp. Cumberland to the Mofaical 
account of the line of Cain, in the following 
manner. 


i. Proto- 
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i* Adam, 

2 . Cain. 

3. Enoch. 

| Omitted by Mofes . 

5* 3 

6 . Irad. 

7. Mehujael. 

8. Methufael. 

9. Lamech. 

10. Jabal, Jubal. 


. 1. Protogonus. 

а. Genus. 

3. Phos. 

4. Caffius. 

5. Memrumus. 

б . Agreus. 

7. Chryfor. 

8. Technites 

9. Agruerus. 

10. Amynus, Magus. 

The flood ends Cain's Line . 
ij. Sydyk. n.Shem. 

1 2. The Cabin. 12 . Children of Shem. 

13 . The fons of the Cabiri. 13 . Grandchildren of Shem. 


From the preceding table it appears, that 
Bp. Cumberland commences his analyfis 
with pronouncing Protogonus to be Adam, 
and Genus Cain m ; whence it will neceffarily 
follow, that the defendants of Genus, as de- 
tailed by Sanchoniatho, are the children of 
Cain, and not thofe of Seth. To this gene- 
ral pofition I fully aflent ; but I cannot ven- 
ture to adopt the Bifliop’s opinion relpeding 
the Mofaical account of the genealogy of 
Cain. From Adam to Noah, in the line of 
Seth, the facred hiftorian enumerates ten ge- 
nerations ; but from Adam to Jabal, in the 
line of Cain, he fpecifies only eight. The 


m Gems is formed from Cam merely by fuffixing the Greek 
termination. 

Biihop, 
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Bifhop, obferving this difference in the num- 
ber of generations, which refpe&ively com- 
pote the lines of Seth and Cain, boldly de- 
clares, that two patriarchs have been omitted 
by Mofes in the genealogy of Cain between 
Enoch and Irad ; as if it were neceflary, that 
the line of Cain, and the line of Seth, fhould 
both equally confift of ten perfons". Hence 
he fuppofes Agreus to be Irad ; Chryfbr, Me- 
hujael ; Technites, Methufael; Agruerus, La- 
mech the Cainite 0 ; and Amynus, Jabal : 

n “ It feeips more credible to me,” fays the Bifhop, “ that 
“ Moles pafled over two generations of Cainites, as not worth 

the mentipning, than that eight generations in this line 
“ fhould live as long as ten in Seth’s line.” Cumb. Sanchon. 
p. 228. 

Upon this it may be obferved, that it by no means follows, 
that the individuals, who xrompofed the eight Cam it e genera- 
tions, fhould have feverally attained to a greater age than the 
defendants of "Seth, notwrthflanding there were ten defeents in 
the line of that Patriarch. The realon is obvious — the num- 
ber of generations, extending through any given period, de- 
pends upon the time when each individual became a father, 
and not upon his longevity alone. Hence, if nye fuppofe, 
(what is certainly not improbable) that the pious Seth ites mar- 
ried earlier in life than the debauched Cainites, who preferred 
the free gratification of their luffs to the reff rairit of matri- 
mony ; the difference between the number of their legitimate 
generations, (fbr fuch only we may reafonably fuppofe to have 
been recorded by Mofes,) will be "very fatisfa&orily accounted 
for, without there being any neceflity for imagining the latter 
more long-lived than the former. 

0 Gen. iv. 18. 

not- 
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notwithftanding Agreus, Chrylbr, TechniteS, 
Agruerus, and Amynus, are feverally the fixth, 
feventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth in defcent 
from Protogonus j while Irad, Mehujael, Me- 
thufael, Lamech, and Jabal, are only the 
fourth, fifth, fixth, feventh, and eighth from 
Adam. 

Granting however for a moment, that the 
line of Cain did really, at the cataftrophe of 
the deluge, end with Amynus, we might na- 
turally expert the latter part of the firft gene- 
alogical table to commence with Noah ; in- 
flead of which we are informed, that Sydyk- 
is Shem. Noah therefore, upon the hypo- 
thefis of Bp. Cumberland, is entirely omitted 
in the principal line, and appears only in the 
fecond table, under the denomination of Ura- 
nus ; while his father Lamech is conjectured 
to bear the lingular title of Eliuri Hypfijlus, or 
God the mojl high? . 

With regard to Agruerus, whom the Bi- 
Ihop luppoles to be the other Lamech the de- . 
fcendant of Cain, Sanchoniatho informs us, 
that his flatue • was greatly revered by the 
Phenicians, that his Ihrine was drawn from 
place to place by a yoke of oxen, and that 
among the Byblians he was elleemed even 

* Cumb. Sanchon. Table oppofite p. 4^ 

the 
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the greateft of gods. He further adds, that 
he was of the race of thofe, who were known 
by the names of Alette or Jire-worJhippers, 
and Titans, or diluvians *>; and that he was 
the father of Amynus the magician'. Since 
Agruerus then was venerated by the country- 
men of Sanchoniatho as the firft of deities, it 
is only reafonable to fuppofe, that he muft 
have fignalized himfelf in iome very particu- 
lar manner to obtain fb proud a diftindtion. 
But, if Agruerus be merely the Cainite La- 
mech, we are left utterly at a lofs to con- 
ceive why be fhould be thus preeminently 
honoured. Almoft the only circumftance re- 
corded of this patriarch is, that he was guilty 
of homicide, apparently in felf-defence * ; af- 
ter which his name is difmiffed for ever from 
the facred page. Can we then think it pro- 
bable, that be, by an ejpecial f election', fhould 
be venerated by the Phenicians as the greateft 
of their gods } 

Agruerus or Agrotes moreover fignifies a 


*1 Aletes is derived froth Al- Ait, the god ofjire 5 and Titan, 
from Tit, the colluvies of the deluge . 

r I doubt whether Amynus and Magus are two diftinft per- 
fons; Magus feems rather to be only a deferiptive title of 
Amynus. 

8 Gen. iv. 23. Vide Lowth de facra Poefi Hebraeor. Prael. iv. 

P- S3- 
* Gr. 

• huf- 
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hujbandman ; we may therefore reafonably 
conclude the name to have been bedowed 
defcriptively : but upon examination we fhall 
find, that not the flighted hint is given by 
the infpired hidorian refpediing the particular 
occupation of Lamech. 

On tbefe grounds, we could Scarcely admit 
the identity of Lamech and Agruerus, even 
if Lamech were really the ninth in defcent 
from Adam ; for it would be more eafy to 
believe, that fome error had crept into the 
narrative of Sanchoniatho, than to eredt La- 
mech into the greateft god of the Phenicians, 
and to edeem him the peculiar patron of 
agriculture. . But when, upon recurring tp 
Scripture, we find Lamech, not the ninth, 
but the feventb from Adam, we can furely 
require nothing more to convince us, that 
Agruerus is a totally different perfon from 
that patriarch. 

Who then, it may be afked, is the Agru- 
erus of Sanchoniatho, the great God of Phe- 
nicia, and the patron of hufbandry ? Let us 
only compare the genealogy of Cain recorded 
by Mofes, with the fame genealogy as pre- 
ferved by Sanchoniatho, and we fhall imme- 
diately be led to a fatisfadtory and confident 
anfwer. 

The generations of Cain enumerated in 

Scrip- 
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Scripture amount to eight : Adam, Cain, 
Enoch, Irad, Mehujael, Metbufael, Laroecb, 
and Tubal-Cain. If thefe be connected with 
the Phenician genealogy, the table of de- 
feents will {land as follows. 


1. Protogonus, Eon. 

2. # Qenus, Genea. 

3. Phos, Pyr, Phlox. 

4. Caflius, Libamis. 

5. Memrumu6, U fous, 

6 . Agreus, Halieus. 

Jr. Chryfor. 

8. Technites. 


1. Adam, and Eve. 

2. Cain, and his wife. 

3. Enoch, and his brethren. 

4. Irad, and his brethren. 

5. Mehujael, and his brethren. 
Methufael, and his brethren. 

J. Lanaech. 

8. Tubal-Cain u . 


The Phenician hiftorian, having now reck- 
oned tip the line of Cain, which terminated 
with the deluge, • will naturally proceed to 
the head of a new family, from which the 
whole pofldiluvian world was peopled. Agru- 
erus therefore or Noah, conlidcred 1 with refe- 
rence to the line of Cain, will neceflarily 
ftand in the ninth place of defeent j although, 
with rcfpedl to his own line, he be the tenth 
from Adam. And this fuppofition may be 
adopted with perfect propriety : for, although 

u The word Techintes fignifies an artizan , and Tubal-Cain, 
as we learn from the infpired hiftorian, was <e an inftru&or of 
* “ every artificer in brafs and iron.” Gen. iv. 22. This Tubal- 
Cain had two brothers, Jabal and JubaL Sanchoniatho only 
mentions one brother of Technites, whom he ftyles Geinut 

Bp. 
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Bp. Cumberland feparates the ten firft gene- 
rations of Sanchomiatho from thole which 
follow, and places them before the flood; 
yet this divifton is entirely arbitrary, the Phe- 
nician my thologifl: never making any dire<ft 
mention of that- cataftrophe. 

In the perlbn of Agruerus then we may 
conceive the fecond part of the firft genealo- 
gical' table to commence, the eight genera- 
tions which precede him being antediluvian, 
and correfponding with the eight generations 
of the family of Cain. Accordingly we fliali 
And; that the character of Agruerus or Agro- 
tes precifely agrees in every particular with 
that of the great Patriarch. Agruerus, as 
the name imports, was a hufbandman ; fuch 
alfo was the occupation of Noah*. Agruerus 
was venerated by the Fhenicians as the great- 
eft of gods ; fuch likewife were the honours 
Univerfally paid to the fecond progenitor of 
mankind. Agruerus is feid to have been the 
father of Amynus the magician ; Noah was 
the father of Ham, who is generally fuppofed 
to have been addicted to forcery, and to have 
inftnnfted his fen Mizraim in the feme nefa- 
rious practices y . The very name Amynus 
■ 1 

x Gen, ix. 20. 

y Chamum eundera efle volunt cum Zoroaftre Mago. Hu- 
j us* fententiae primus author, quod quidem feiam, eft Pfeudo- 

Clemens, 
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indeed lufficiently eftabliftics the truth of this 
fuppofition : it is evidently the Am-on of the 
Egyptians, under which title the . fcriptural 
Ham feeras to have been ufually worlhipped. 

The children of Amynus, according to 
Sanchoniatho, were Mifor and Sydyk ; and 
the Ion of Mifor was Td&utus. This Taau- 
tus was the inventor of the alphabetic mode 
of writing ; and was called by the Egyptians 
Tboor , by the Alexandrians ‘ Thoytb , and by 


Clemens, qui libro quarto Recognitionum Magiam fcribit, ho- 
minibus ante diluvium a mulierofis illis angelis traditam; 
gy ptiorum 'conditorem Mefraimum didicifle a Chamo patre $,et 
Chamum a pofteris, hujus artis admiratoribus, Zoroaftrem, feu 
vivivh aftrum, propterea fuifle di£him, et pro deo habitum. 
Id fequutus Caflianus collationis 8vae cap. it mo. Quantum* 
inquit, antiquge traditiones ferunt, Cham filius Noae, qui fu-^ 
perftitionibus iftis et facrilegis fuit artibus ac profanis infe£lus, 
fciens nullum fe pofle fuper his memorialem librum in Arcam 
prorfus inferre, in quam erat cum patre juflo ac fan&is fratri- 
bus ingreflurus, fcelefta ac profan a commenta diverforum me- 
tallorum laminis, quae fcilicet aquarum inundatione corrumpi 
non poflent, et duriflimis lapidibus infculpfit. Quae diluvio 
pera&o eadem qua celaverit curiofitate perquirens, facrilegio- 
rum ac perpetuae nequitiae feminarium tranimifit in pofteros. 
Inde invaluit hfec opinio Chamum fuifle Magum, et carmine 
magico patrem, dum dormiebat nudus, ita devotaffe et obli- 
gate, ut deinceps ad mulierem non potuerit affeftari, et magi- 
cos libros fcripfifle, quorum partem combuflerit Ninus, altera 
fuperftite. Nam hodieque extat impium opus continens ele- 
menta et praxim artis necromanticae fub titulo Scripture? Cbami 
j&ii No&, Bochar. Phaleg. lib. iv. cap. i. 

the 
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the Greeks Hermes. Hence it manifeftly ap- 
pears, that Mifor is the Mizraim of Scripture, 
the father of the Egyptians ; a circumftance, 
which affords an additional proof of the iden- 
tity of Amynus and Ham, and confequently 
of Agruerus and Noah. 

Hitherto the narrative of Sanchoniatho has 
been equally clear and accurate ; but "the ge- 
nealogy of Sydyk, whatever patriarch be de- 
fignated by that name, is certainly erroneous. 
He is faid to be the fbn of Amynus, and the 
father of the Cabiri, who were likewife ftyled 
Diofcori, Corybantes, and Samothraces. Thefe 
Cabiri were the builders of the firft fhip ; 
and were contemporary with a myfterious 
perfon denominated Eliun the Moji High, and 
with- a female, who bore the name of Be- 
*ruth z . Eliun and Beruth dwelt in the neigh- 
bourhood of Byblus ; and from them fprung 
Epig^us or Autochthon, who was afterwards 
intitled Uranus, and a daughter, who was 
called Ge. In procefs of time, Uranus efpoufed 
his lifter Ge, and became the father of Ilus 
or Cronus, Betylus, Dagon, and Atlas. 

Bp. Cumberland, as I have already ob- 
ferved, pronounces Sydyk to be Shem, and 


* With Eliun and Beruth the fecond genealogical table of 
Sanchoniatho commences. Vide fupra p. 40. 

vol. i, ' s the 
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the Cabiri to be his children. He is fenfible 
however of the genealogical difficulties) which 
attach to this fuppofition ; difficulties, which, 
I readily allow, cannot be entirely avoided, 
whatever fyftem be adopted. 

“ We will begin with Sydyk,” fays the 
Biffiop, “ whom Philo well tranflates iixowof, 
“ the JuJI. This was, I conceive, his title 
“ that he was known by; and I believe he 
** deferved this title well, for I take him to 
“ be no other than Shem, the beft Son of 
“ his good father Noah, the man, in whole 
*' tabernacle, mentioned Gen. ix. 27. was 
“ the church of the true God,, the fchool of 
*■ piety and juftice ; and he dwelt at Salem 
“ in Canaan, to whofe princes our Sanchoni- 
“ atho, being a Canaanite, hath a conftant 
“ eye ; and he was in the eleventh genera.* 
“ tion, counted from the firft man, as our 
" author placeth him : and no other man 
*' can be named in that generation, which 
“ confifted wholly of the children ifTuing from 
“ Noah, who can claim this title fo juftly as 
“ Shem. 

“ And I am glad, that I can cite Grotius, 
“ to abet my opinion in this thus far, that he 
“ faith in his notes on Heb. vii. 1. Melchife- 
** dec is the man meant by Sydyk in Philo 
u Byblius : and that Shem had this title of 

“ Mel- 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



ON THE CABIRI. 


5i 


f * Melchifedec, or the juft king** as Pompey 
“ was ordinarily called Magnus, and Odfavius 
** called Auguftus, is the judgment of the eldeft 
“ and leamedeft Jews, and of many modem 
“ learned men in Jewilh antiquity, to whofe 
“ judgment herein I fubfcribe with great fa- 
“ tisfa&ion*.” 

Having thus {fated his opinion, the Bifhop 
proceeds to confider the difficulty of recon- 
ciling this fyftem with the genealogical table 
of Sanchoniatho. 

** I am in an efpecial manner concerned to 
" anfwer an objection rifing out of Sancho- 
“ niatho my author : for he tells us, that Sy- 
“ dyk and Mifor were the fbns of Magus and 
“ Amynus ; which confifts not with Sydyk’s 
“ being Shem, becaufe he was the fon of 
“ Noah, who is Uranus in our writer, and is 
“ in a line diftindt from that wherein Amy- 
“ nus and Magus ftand. 

“ The beft kindnefs, that I can fhew to 
“ our author in this cafe, is to acknowledge, 
“ that I believe he honeftly wrote this out of 
M thofe Cabiric records which he fearched, 
“ (which yet perhaps might be fomewhat al- 
“ tered between his time and the time of 
u thofe Cabiri, that were Sydyk’s children} 


a Cumb. Sanchon. p, 173. 

e 2 ' “ which 
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which contained the greated antiquities, 
“ that their prieds would communicate : but 
“ yet I believe, that in this link of their 
,f line, or genealogy, their books were cor- 
“ rupted ; and that it was thought neceflary 
t( to the intered of their falfe religion, or 
** idolatry, to mifreprefent this part of its hif- 
“ tory in later times, when none alive could 
" contradict by their own tedimony from 
“ their fenfes, and few or no records were 
** likely to be compared, that might atted 
“ the contrary V’ 

I have given the Bifhop’s ftatement at 
large, both that it may be conlidered how 
far the hidory of Shem, and his children, cor- 
refjsonds with that of Sydyk and the Cabiri ; 
and alfo on account of the difficulty, which, 
as he obferves very juftly, attends this part of 
the Phenician genealogy. 

As for the two hiftories, I cannot difeover 
the flighted refemblanee between them. We 
have no reafon to fuppofe, that the children 
of Shem were either feven, or eight, in num- 
ber ; that they had any particular connection 
with Berytus, and Neptune; that they, in 
an efpecial manner, recorded the circumdances 
pf their times ; or that they were the firfl in- 

* Cumb. Sanckon. p. 176. 

ventors 
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Vfentors of the art of navigation. Five only of 
his fons are recorded in Scriptufe ; Elam, 
Alhur, Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram 0 . Thele 
appear plainly to have been the refpedtive 
anceftors of the Perflans d , the Aflyrians, the 
Hebrews, the Lydians, and the Syrians'; all 
which nations, with the folitary and flight 
exception of the Lydians f , totally abftained 
From maritime affairs. Their veiy fituation 
indeed upon the vaft continent of Afla com- 
pelled them to exert their ftrength by land, 
rather than by fea. Accordingly j while we 
are told by Mofes, that the dwelling of the 
children of Shem. “ was from Meflia as thou 
goefl: unto Sephar, a mount of the Eall 6 ,” 
words by which their inland fettlements are 
plainly defcribed j the maritime difpofition of 
the fons of Japhet is pointed out with equal 
accuracy in the paflage, which afligns to them 
“ the ifles of the Gentiles* 1 .” Hence it per- 

c Gen. x. 22. » 

d Or Elamites. 
e Or Arameans. 

f See Herod, lib. i. cap. 94. in wfcicii, part of the Lydians 
are-faid to have emigrated into Tufcany, through mere ftrefs 
of famine •, but, how very little this nation was habitually ad- 
dicted to maritime affairs, appears m a ftriking manner from a . 
, ftory reiated-of Crefus and Bias. See Herod, lib. i. cap. 27. 

* Gen. x. 30. 
k Gen. x. j. 

e 3 bapa 
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haps is impoffible to difcover a reafon, why 
the mofl mediterranean of all the defcendants 
of Noah fhould be exclufively mentioned by 
Sanchoniatho as the builders of the firfl Ihip, 
and as confecrating at Berytus the relics of 
the Ocean. 

The Bifhop lays a great flrefs upon the 
propriety of applying the name of Sydyk, or 
* Tbejuji man, to Shem ; and upon the coinci- 
dence of that appellation with the fcriptural 
Melcbifedec. The peculiar integrity of Shem 
however is never extolled by the facred hifto- 
rian, above that of Japhet j and the only de- 
finite inftance of his piety, which has been 
recorded, redounds equally to the honour of 
his elder brother Shem accordingly is ne- 
ver once fly led The jujl man ; and even if his 
identity with Melchifedec could be proved, 
it would not be fufficient to eflablifh the Bi- 
fhop’s pofition, unlefs there was fame refem- 
blance at leafl between the hiflories of Shem 
and Sydyk. 

The circumflance of Shem being the ele- 
venth in defcent from Adam, as Sydyk is from 
Protogonus, is alfb infilled upon. But furely 
very ^little importance can be annexed to it, 
when w r e recoiled;, that the Bifhop himfelf 


* Gen. ix. 2,j. 
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allows the dire# line to be broken ; and when 
moreover we confide r, that the eight defcents 
in the family of Cain, not the ten in the fa- 
mily of Seth, are enumerated by Sanchonia- 
tho. 

Having thus endeavoured to prove, that 
Sydyk and Shem cannot be the fame perfbn, 
I may now proceed to ftate and eftablifh the 
fyftem, which appears to me the moft confb- 
nant with truth. This fyftem then fuppofes, 
that both Agruerus and Sydyk are only two 
different deferiptive names of one patriarch ; 
of him, who beheld the ruin of a defolated 
world, and became the -father of the fecohd 
great race of mankind. 

If we confult the facred records, we fhall 
be informed, that Noah was faved from the 
definition occafioned by the deluge, becaufe 
he was “ a juji man, and perfect in his gene- 
“ rations 1 :” hence it is manifeft, that the 
title of Sydyk, or The juji man, is peculiarly 
applicable to him ; and thus far therefore the 
mutual refemblance of the fcriptural Noah, 
and the Phenician Sydyk, is perfe&ly exat. ■ 
Nor is the correfpondence between their re- 
fpe&ive families lefs fingularly accurate. The 

k Gen. vi. 9. Mofes indeed exprefsly applies the very name 
of Sydyk or Sadik to Noah, p'ltf m. 

E 4 Cabiri, 
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Cabin, whom Sanchoniatho defcribes as the 
children of Sydyk, are faid to be feven in 
number 1 ; the family of Noah, preferved 
along with him in the Ark, were alfo precife- 
ly feven in number. The Cabiri are further 
faid to have built the firft fhip that was ever 
navigated ; and to have received, in conjunc 
tion with the marine deity Neptune, a grant 
from -Cronus of the city Berytus, where they 
•folemnly confecrated the relics of the Ocean. 
The former of thefe traditions exactly agrees 
with the -conftrudfion of the firft recorded 
veflel, the Ark ; and the latter is nearly unin- 
telligible, unlefs it be fuppofed to have a re- 
icrence to the events of the deluge®. 


1 It may perhaps be thought, that the feven Cabiri, beihg 
deferibed by Sanchoniatho as males, do not perfe&ly correfpond 
with the Noetic family. To this it might be anfwered, that 
we are not to expe6t undeviating accuracy In the annals of 
paganifm $ at the fame time however it is very remarkable, 
that Pherecydes has preferved a tradition of the Cabiri, which 
exaftly agrees with the fcriptural account of the arkite* ogdoad. 
According to this writer, Vulcan (that is Noah worfliipped in, 
conjun&ion with the folar fire) efpoufed Cabira, the daughter 
of the marine deity Proteus, and by her became the father of 
the three Cabiri, and the three Cabirae. Pherec. apiid Strab. 
Geog. lib. x. p. 472. 

m That it actually has fuch a reference will appear more 
evidently when the hiftory of Cronus and Beruth (hall have 
been examined ; and when the curious legend of Bero& (hall 
have been analyfed. Nonnus informs us, that Berod and Be- 

rith 
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Here it may perhaps be objected, tbat 
lirlce, even according to my own opinion, 
Amynus is Ham, how is it poffible, that Sy*- 
dyk, whom Sanchoniatho reprefents as the 
fon of Amynus, can be the Noah of Scrips 
ture ? 

While 1 readily allow the full force of this 
difficulty, I may be permitted to obferve, 
that it no lefs affects the lyftem of Bp. Cum- 
berland, than that which is here advanced. 
Whether Amynus be Jabal, as the Bifliop 
fuppofes, or Ham, as I have attempted to 
prove him to be; in either cafe, he afluredly 
is not the father of Shem. Hence the Bi- 
lhop, as we have already feen, maintains, 
that fome great diflocation mull have taken 
place in this part of the Phenician narrative. 
Upon luch a fuppofition then, the prefent 
hypothefis will, at any rate, be liable to no 
greater objection than that of the Bilhop ; 
but if a plaufible reafon can be affigned for 
this error of Sanchoniatho, the objection will 
of courfe be proportionably diminilhed. 

The confufion in this part of Sanchonia- 
tho’s, account might poffibly arife in the fol- 

rith arc the fame, and that the city Berytus received its appel- 
lation from this ancient allegorical goddels. Dionyf. lib. xli. 
Cronus, who made the grant of Berytus to the Cabiri, was the 
fame perfon, as we fhall hereafter fee, as Sydyk or Noah. 

' lowing 
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lowing manner. Having Hated the eight ge- 
nerations in the line of Cain, he next men- 
tions Noah and Ham, under the names of 
Agruerus and Amynus. Finding, however, 
that there were ten generations in the line of 
Seth previous to the deluge, and that the firft 
man after that event was an eminently juft 
and pious character, he attempts to comprife 
all thefe accounts in one genealogy. For this 
purpofe, at the end of ten generations, he 
makes a frelh feries to commence with Noah ; 
who may at once be efteemed the laji or 
tenth in defcent before the flood, and the JtrJl 
after it. Hence, as he had already made 
Agruerus or Noah to be the fon of Technites 
or Tubal-Cain, in/ order that he might pre- 
ferve his genealogical line unbroken; fo he 
now, for the fame reafon, makes Sydyk, or 
Noah under another appellation, to be the 
fon of Amynus or Ham. In the midft of 
this confufion, he ftill keeps his eye upon the 
real fon of Ham, whom, from records more 
authentic than his own, he had learned to be 
Mizraim. Accordingly, while Noah, under 
the name of Sydyk, occupies the JirJl place 
after the ten primary generations, Mizraim, 
under that of Mifor, is with perfect accuracy 
faid to be the fon of Ham or Amynus : and 
though, agreeably to this arrangement, Noah, 

as 
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as Sydyk, mull neeefTarily {land m the falfe 
relationfhip of brother to Mifor or Mizraim, 
yet, as Agruerus, he flill preferves his true 
relationlhip of grandfather to him. In Ihort, 
the whole confufion appears to have arifen 
from three fources : Sanchoniatho’s confciouf- 
nefs that ten generations had actually flou- 
rifhed before the deluge ; his perceiving that 
the line of Cain conlifled of only eight de- 
Icents ; and his certainty that Noah was the 
firfi poftdiluvian. The following table may 
perhaps throw additional light upon a fuppo- 
fition, which it is more ealy to conceive in 
the mind, than to expreis clearly in words. 
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Noah, or Agmerus, is the ninth, when confidered With t 
reference to the eight generations of Cain $ but Noah, or Sy- 
dyk, is the eleventh when confidered as th tjirjl poftdiluviani 
the ten geneTations of Seth having preceded the flood. Noah 
therefore, as Sydyk, reckons both as the tenth or lajl man be- 
fore that cataftrophe* and as the eleventh otjirji after it. 

I haVe 
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J have obferved, that Sanchoniatho clofely 
connects Mifor or Mizraim, and Taautus or 
Thoth, with Sydyk and the Cabiri; and that 
he fuppofes Cronus to have proceeded louth- 
ward to the land of Egypt 0 . From this 
circumftance 1 have little doubt but that 
the eight primitive great gods of that coun- 
try were no other than the arkite Cabiric 
Ogdoad. Herodotus mentions a deep and 
broad lake near Buto, in which, according 
to the Egyptians, there was a floating ifland. 
On this ifland was a large temple, dedicated 
to Apollo, and fumiflied with three altars. 
It was not fuppofed however to have been 
always in a floating Hate, but to have loft its 
original firmnefs in confequence of the follow- 
ing circumftance. When Typhon, or the 
Ocean p , was roaming through the world in 
queft of Horus, or Apollo, the mythological 
fon of Oliris, Latona, who was one of the 
primitive eight gods, and who dwelt in the 
city Buto, having received him in truft from 
Ifis, concealed him from the rage of that de- 
ftru&ive monfter in this facred ifland, which 
then firft began to float q . Thefe eight gods 

* Vide, fupra p. 39. 

P Plutarch exprefsly afferts the identity of Typhon and the 
fca. Plut. de Hid. et Ofir. p. 363. 

i Herqjd. lib. ii. cap. ij6i, 

the 
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the Egyptians conceived to be prior to the 
twelve, whofe names and worfhip were 
adopted by the Greeks q and, in allufion to 
the origin of the . adoration, which was paid 
to them, they were accuflomed to reprefent 
them, not {landing upon dry ground, but 
failing together in a Ihip r . 

As for the floating ifland mentioned by 
Herodotus, it was probably only a large raft 
conflru&ed in imitation of the Ark s ; while 
Horus, whofe temple was built upon it, was 
the fame perfon as his fuppofed father Ofiris *, 
or Noah worfhipped in conjunction with the 
Sun. The three altars, I apprehend, were 
dedicated to the triple offspring of that patri- 
arch ; and the word Buto is obvioufly deduci- 
ble from Bu-Do, the divine heifer, which 
was one of the mofl ufual fymbols of the 
Ark ", whence the city Buto will fignify the 
city of the arkite heifer. The word occurs 
very frequently both in the mythology and 

Ibid. cap. 4 6. 

r Te$ Aiyw fltag rag $ou[ju>vctg ccvraflxg ax Ifocvctf f spta, aXAa 
beerrag tm w*o»ov. Porphyr. apud Cudworth’s Intell. Syft. 
p. 249. 

8 See Bryant’s Anal. vol. ii. p. 3^9. 

* Adonim, Attinem, Ofirim, et Horum, aliud nihil efle 
quam Solem. Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 21. 

u I cannot think with Mr. Bryant, that the word Buto fig-* 
nifies the ark, any further than as it primarily hgnifies an ox . 

geo- 



Digitized by LjOOQle 



ON THE CABIRI. 


«3 


geography of the ancients. Thus we read of 
a hero denominated Butes, who, according to 
Nonnus, was no other than Argus, or thd 
god of the Ark x . 

■ ■ ■ hk m Bifrijf 

Apyoz oMoifMjjoiTi xsoXvovreqeeos-ty mrunrcus 

KAr^/jf«.jw.a K^owJisto vtale&i texlgp <pvActara r . 

There was a city called But a in Achaia 1 ; a 
ieaport intitled Butua in Dalmatia a ; and a 
town, which bore the name of Butbos, in 
Egypt b . There was likewife a city of Illy- 
ricum, upon which Cadmus, as we are in- 
formed by Stephanus of Byzantium, bellowed 
the appellation of* Buthoe from the Egyptian 
Buto c ; and another town in Ionia, or the 
land of the arkite dove, which was called 
Buthia d . Perhaps alfo the Scottifh ifle of 
Bute may once have been the feat of the fame 
fuperftition, and may once, together with its 
filler ifland Arran , have beheld the wild 
rites, which were celebrated in honour of 

x Butes was the fame as Buddha, or Mercury, whofe cha- 
racter {hall be confidered at large hereafter. Vide infra chap. v. 
y Dionyf. lib. viii. p. 146. 

* Diod. Bibl. lib. xx. p. 828. 
a Plin. Nat. Hid. lib. iii. cap. 22. 
b Ibid. lib. v. cap. 10. 
c Steph. Byzant. de Urb. p. 2 $ 6 . 
d Ibid. 

Aran, 
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Aran, or the ark e . The very fbrong refem- 
blance at leaft, difcoverable between the re- 
ligion and inftitutes of the Druids, the Egyp- 
tians, and the Hindoos, gives fome reafon to 
juppofe, that they all originated from one 
common fource f . 

The mode of reprefenting the Ark by a 
floating ifland was not exclufively confined to 
Egypt. As Latona and Apollo were two of 
the great gods worfliipped at Buto ; fo we 
find the fame traditions prevalent at Delos, 
both with refpeft to its once having been a 
floating ifland, and to the various dangers by 
which Latona w as aflailed. 

hk euietyKtj, 

A&.’ atytns mAciyeayiv (.imrAns — K . 

Thou, Delos, unconftrain’d. 

Through the wide Ocean’s tracklefs paths did A 
roam. 

Ilia fuam vocat hanc, cui quondam regia Juno 
Orbe interdixit j quam vix erratica Delos 
Orantem accepit, cum turn levis infula nabat. 

e This fuppofition will appear the more probable, when we 
find, as (hall be (hewn Jiereafter, that the myfteries of the Sa- 
mothracian or Cabiric Ceres, Proferpine, and Bacchus, were 
eftabliihed in the Britiih ides. 

1 See Maurice's Ind. Ant. vol. vi. 

% Callira. Hymn, ad Del. ver. 35. 

Illic 
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Illic incumbens cum Palladis arbore palmse, 
Edidit invita geminos Latona noverca h . 

From earth excluded by the furious hate 
Of Juno, wandering Delos fcarce receiv’d 
Fair-hair’d Latona $ there' her double offspring 
Firft faw the light beneath a fpreading palm. 

The ifland was afterwards rendered (table 
by Apollo, in gratitude for the prefervation, 
which he owed to it. 

wok sv court] v 

A ?«rov l-mrdjaauv cyMiGaJi ouufyofMV cui(H\, 
Kuftcunv a,<?v<ptAiKT 0 V eveifi^aasv A7roXS,cay‘. 

As for the various wanderings of Latona, de- 
tailed at fome length by Callimachus k , they al- 
lude, like thofe of Ifis and Ceres, to the erratic 
courfe of the Ark over the diluvian waters. 

There was another of thefe facred floating 
iflands, in the midit of a lake of immenfe 
depth, at Cotyle in Italy, to which the Pelaf- 
gi are faid to have been directed by the fol- 
lowing oracle. 

2£Tet%ere /luuo/ksvoi ^iKeXmSctTo^vtxv cuout, 

H^’ A toog/yiveuv Kerv/qv, j? vcuros e%etTctf l . 

h Ovid. Metam. lib. vi. ver. 332. 

* Nonni Dionyf. lib. xxxiii. p. 532. See alfo Callim. Hymn, 
ad Del. ver. 31. For fome further remarks on the hiftory of 
Delos vide infra chap. viii. 
k Ibid. ver. 70. et infra. 

1 Dion. Halic. Ant. Rom. lib. i. cap. 13, 19. 
vol. 1 . f Hafte, 
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Hafte, to the realms of Saturn (hape your courfe. 
Where Cotyle’s fam’d ifland wandering floats 
On the broad furface of a facred lake. 

The fame ifland is mentioned by Pliny, who 
adds, upon the authority of Varro, that it 
was efteemed the navel of Italy” 1 . The 
Greeks had a fimilar notion of Delphi being 
the navel of the world. The idea originated 
in both cafes from a mifconception of the fa- 
cred term Om-Phi-Al, the oracle of the folar 
god, which the Greeks perverted into Om- 
phalus, and the Latins into Umbilicus. Delphi 
is a word of the very fame import, being 
compounded of Tel-Phi, the oracle of the fun n . 
I doubt not, but that Cotyle was, like the 
ifland near Buto, dedicated to Apollo and the 
Cabiri : accordingly we find, that the Pelafgi, 
in a time of great dearth, with which their 


m Plin. Nat. Hift. lib. iii. cap. 12. 

n The conne&ion of Delphi with the diluvian, as well as 
with the folar worfhip, appears from a tradition preferred by 
Tzetzes, that this oractilar city derived its name from Del- 
phus, who was fuppofed to have been the fon of Neptune by 
Melantho, the daughter of Deucalion. AAAoi h Qacri AthQue *A»r 
Br.vcu an to AiAptf via Hocret&wvof xetf MiAav&ff tu? AtvxaXivnn; $vya- 
rpof. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 208. Deucalion is faid by the 
Greeks to have firft landed after the deluge upon the fummit 
of mount Parnaflus, at the foot of which Delphi was built. 
Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 7. 

new 
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new fettlements were afflicted, vowed tenths 
to Jupiter, the Cabiri, and Apollo 0 . 

Having thus attempted to arrange the firft 
genealogical table of Sanchoniatho, which 
confifts of the defendants of Protogonus, I 
fhall proceed to conlider the fecond, of which 
Eliun-Hypfiftus is the head. 

I can by no means affent to Bp. Cumber- 
land’s fuppofition, that Eliun is the Sethite 
Lamech, Uranus his fon Noah, and Cronus 
Ham. Eliun is evidently a mere variation of 
the Hebrew word Eloab ; confequently, when 
connected with Hypjijlus , it will fignify God 
the Mojl High. A title, like this, can finely 
never be applied with any propriety to a man ; 
I fhould rather apprehend, that it means no 
other, than the Almighty Lord and Creator 
of the whole world. As for Uranus and Ge, 
according to the moft natural and obvious in- 
terpretation, they are the material heaven and 
earth; their allegorical children, Cronus, Atlas, 
and Dagon, are, like Agruerus and Sydyk, 
only different names of the fame great patri- 
arch ; while Betylus is not a man, but a term 
expreffive of a peculiar mode of adoration p . 

° Dion. Halic. Ant. Rom. lib. i. cap. 23. 

P This mode of worfhip fhall be confidered towards the clofe 
of the prefent chapter. 
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The fecond table therefore, when connected 
with the firft, will {land as follows. 



T3 O* 
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Eliun-Hypfiftus being the true God, San- 
choniatho does not attempt to enumerate his 
progenitors, but limply obferves, that a per- 
fonage, known by that appellation, who was 
the father of heaven and earth, flourilhed in 
the days of Sydyk and the Cabiri. This mode 
of fpeaking is evidently metaphorical, imply- 
ing only, that be was the Creator of the Uni- 
verfe ; and the realon, why he' is fo particu- 
larly faid by Sanchoniatho to have been con- 
temporary with Sydyk, feems to be on ac- 
count of his having exerted his power, in a 
more tremendous and peculiar manner at that 
period, than at any other. 

To Eliun the Phenician mythologid alfigns 
a confort, whom he calls Berutb. For a fa- 
tisfa&ory explanation of this part of the tra- 
dition, little more is neceffary than barely «.o 
refer to the Hebrew lcriptures. 

“ God fpake to Noah, arid to his fons with 
“ him, faying, — I will eftablilh my covenant 
“ (in the Hebrew Berithi) with you ; neither 
“ lhall all flefh be cut off any more by the 
“ waters of a flood to deftroy the earth r .” 

Hence it appears, that, in the ufual drain 
of oriental allegory, the lolemn covenant, the 

T Gen. ix. 8 , 11. 

F 3 in- 
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inviolable Berith of God, is perfonified by a 
female, who is defcribed as his confort *. 

From this union of Eliun and Beruth 
fprung Uranus and Ge ; or, in the imadorned 
language of hiflorical narration, the Almigh- 
ty, after the confufion of the deluge, created 
anew the heaven and the earth, and cove- 
nanted with man, that he would never more 
deftroy the world by water 

The offspring of Uranus and Ge were Cro- 
nus, Dagon, Atlas, and Betylus. With re- 
gard to Cronus, he is evidently the fame per- 
fon as the claflical Cronus or Saturn : accord- 
ingly both the Phenician and the Grecian 
deity of that name are equally defcribed as 
the fon of Heaven and Earth u . Such a de- 
fcent is doubtlefs allegorical. The traditions 


# This Berith is the 'fame as the Beroe of Nonnus,whofe 
mythological hiftory (hall be conlidered hereafter. The Hindoo 
chronology mentions a, pious prince named Pritbu , who was 
the tenth in defcent from the firft created pair Adim and Iva, 
and who is defcribed as the inventor of agriculture. Captain 
Wilford, and I think very juftly, fuppofes Prithu to be Noah. 
(Afiat. Ref. vol. v. p. 234.) The Word Pritbu may poffibly 
be compounded of Berith-Thu, the god of the covenant. 

* The procefs of the renovation of the world after the deluge 
feems nearly to have refembled that of the primeval creation. 
See Catcott’s Treatife on the Deluge. 

u Hefiod. Theog. ver. 126, 137. 

of 
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of the pagans rarely extended beyond the 
epoch of the deluge ; they were obliged 
therefore to afcribe to the firft poftdiluvian 
a mythological, rather than a natural origin. 
Hence Cronus, or Noah, fufpended as it were 
between heaven and earth upoq the face of 
the great deep, is faid in the metaphorical 
language of poetry to be their fon. 

One circumftance indeed is mentioned in 
his hiilory, the unworthy treatment, that his 
father Uranus, or the Heavens, experienced 
from him, which perhaps it may not be quite 
fo eafy to reconcile with the fcriptural ac- 
count of Noah x . Neverthelefs, if it be taken 
in an allegorical fenfe, the awful event of 
the deluge may perhaps fufficiently explain 
it. Obedient to the command of the Al- 
mighty, the waters, gradually rifing from the 
central abyfs, encroached upon the ancient 
limits of the material heaven, or the atmo- 
fphere, and thus curtailed it of its former 
extents Hence w r e are informed by He- 

at —J . <J>i*y cf arro wo tat 'mxrpot 

E aa-Vfxtya^ . Hefiod. Theog. ver. 180. 

y I venture to fay, curtailed it, in the drift philofbphical 
fenfe of the word, as will fufficiently appear to any one, who 
has confulted Catcott’s theory refpefting the caufes of the de- 
luge j one of the principal of which he fuppofes to be, a por- 
tion of the atmofphere forced into the central abyfs, and ex- 
pelling its waters to the furface of the globe. 

F 4 fiod. 
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fiod *, that it was the earth, which brought 
this calamity upon the heavens. 

The war between Cronus and Uranus, and 
between Uranus and Pontus, as detailed by 
Sanchoniatho, blended as it is with the wild- 
eft fi&ions, comprehends feveral very curious 
particulars, which remarkably confirm the 
preceding fuppofltion. The heaven is faid 
to make war upon the fea : in other words, 
the atmofphere, rufhing violently into the 
central abyfs, forces it to difgorge its waters, 
which, in conjunction with thofe of the 
Ocean, fpeedily overflow the habitable globe. 
Demaroon, who is defcribed as the fbn of 
Uranus by a concubine, but who, like his 
brother Cronus, feems to be merely Da-Ma- 
Aron, the great arkite patriarch , is reprefent- 
ed as having leagued himfelf with his father 
in his attack upon Pontus, or the fea ; but, 
unable to refift the impetuofity of the wa- 
ters, and trembling with the apprehenflon 
of impending danger, he vows to offer up 
a facrifice, provided he fliould efcape. Cro- 
nus meanwhile, in Angular conformity with 
the preceding fuppofltion, caftrates his father 
Uranus, in a certain place in the centre of 
the earth, in the neighbourhood of fountains 


Hefiod. Theog. ver. 159. et deinceps. 


and 
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end rivers 3 -. It is remarkable, that Cronus, 
in his war againft Uranus, is laid to have been 
affifted by Elohim. This word is the He- 
brew name of God : whence it is manifeft, 
that the tradition lignifies nothing more, than 
that the Almighty lent his divine aid to Noah 
during the perils of the deluge. 

The Phenician CrOnus is fuppofed to have 
had three Ions, Cronus the younger, Jupiter- 
Belus, and Apollo. This triple offspring ma- 
nifeftly correfponds with the fcriptural Shem, 
Ham, and Japhet. Contemporary with them, 
according to Sanchoniatho, were the lea, -and 
Typhon, and Nereus the father of the fea ; a 
declaration very remarkable, inafmuch as it 
naturally refers us to that awful period, when 


a Should the reader diflike this mode of interpreting the fa- 
ble of Uranus and Cronus, which indeed is principally founded 
upon the expreffion of Sanchoniatho, e» r ova rm ixteoyotiu, he 
may adopt inftead of it another fuppolition: namely, that Ura- 
nus has been confounded with Cronus or Noah, and Cronus 
himfelf with the younger Cronus or Ham. Hence, as Porphyry 
jnftly obferves, Jupiter or the younger Cronus is faid to have 
committed the very fame crime againft the elder Cronus, as the 
elder Cronus had previoufly done againft Uranus. (Porph. de 
ant. Nymph, p. 260.) I am bound moreover to mention, that 
Uranus, though properly the material Heaven, is fometimes 
undoubtedly Noah. (Vide infra chap. ix. in init.) It is in fa<ft a 
vain labour to attempt to reduce the mythology of paganifm to 
a ftate of perfeft accuracy. 

the 
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the Ocean, fwollen beyond its ufual limits, 
overwhelmed a guilty world beneath its waves. 
The various names of Pontus, “Typhon, and 
Nereus , are only different titles of the fame 
element ; for we are plainly informed by 
Plutarch, that the Egyptian deity Typh6n 
was a perfonification of the fea, no lefs than 
Nereus and Pontus b . 


^ TvQvrx SV rtjr $aXay<rce». Plllt. de Ifid. et Ofif. p. 363. ^ 

is worthy of obfervation, that the Arabs (till exprefs the general 
deluge by the term al Tufan. Anc. Univ. Hift. vol. i. p. 200. 
note E. Nereus may perhaps be derived either from the San- 
fcreet Nara, or from the Hebrew Ner, to flow or run as water. 
** Hence,” fays Mr. Parkhurft, “ the Greeks and Romans had 
“ their Nereus, which originally fignified the great abyfs , or 
*' the fea confidered as communicatmg with it. Thus Nereus is 
u addrefled in the Orphic hymn : 

PoflefTor of the Ocean’s gloomy depth. 

Ground of the fea, earth’s bourn and fource of all ! 
Shaking prolific Ceres’ facred feat. 

When in the deep receffes of thy reign, 

.The madding blafts are by thy power confin’d : 

But oh ! the earthquake’s dreadful force forefend ! 

“ The reader will make his own reflexions on thefe lines, 
“ while I proceed to obferve, that the Roman poets ufed Ne- 
reus for the fea or ocean, even fo late as the time of Ovid, 
“ who has this expreflion : 

qua totum Nereus circumtonat orbem. 

“ Old Nereus was, according to the Greek and Roman mytho- 
“ log)', conflantly attended by fifty daughters, called Nereids , 
“ who reprefented the numerous rivers, that proceed from the 
“ ocean, and run into it again.” Heb. Lex. Vox 
If Nereus then be allowed to fignify the great central abyfs > ascon- 

tradillinguiflied 
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A general notion feems to have prevailed, 
that Saturn or Janus, for they are in fa<ffc one 
deity, the fame as the Phenician Cronus or 
Noah c , vifited Italy d : hence, as I fhall here- 


contradiftinguiihed from the <vifible fea , we (hall immediately 
perceive the propriety with which Sanchoniatho defcribes him 
as the father of Pontus. 

c Thus Cato diredly aflerts, that the Italian Saturn was a 
Phenician deity. Italiae fplendidiffima origo fuit, turn tern- 
pore, turn origine gentis. Coepit enim aureo faeculo fub prin- 
cipibus diis Jano, Camefe, Saturno gente Phoenica, et Saga, 
quae pod inundationem terrarum per orbem prima colonias 
inifit. M. Caton. Fragm. de Origr Fol. 160. Saga was the 
ancient name of Armenia, the country where the Ark landed ; 
and it is remarkable, that the epithet Araxea, or arkite , was be- 
dewed upon this territory. Omnes hiftorici Graeci, Latini, et 
Barbari, qui de prifds ante Ninum antiquitatibus confcripfe* 
runt, unanimi confenfu affirmant in prifea Armenia ^Vraxea 
coepifle genus humanum quacunque via coeperit. Eadem regio 
prius Aramea Scythia Saga di6ta fuit. Ann. Viterb. Comment, 
in Berof. Antiq. lib. ii. fol. 12. Saga feems to be Z*Ag-Ai, 
the land of the mighty waters. 

The fymbolical mode of reprefenting the pagan deities is 
aferibed by Sanchoniatho to Taautus or Thoth, who is faid to 
have' defignated the Phenician Saturn, in a manner precifely 
refembling the ftatu^ of the Roman Janus. The portion of 
his four eyes was fuch, as enabled him to look both profpec- 
tively and retrofpedively, aliutive to the double view of Noah 
into the old and new worlds. Eufeb. Praep. Evan. lib. i. 
cap. 10. 

d Cauda ratis fupereft 5 Thufcum rate venit in amnem 
Ante pererrato falcifer orbe deus. 

Ovid. Fad. lib. i. ver. 233. 

after 
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after take occafion to ffiew e , the Cabiric wor- 
fhip was introduced at an early period into 
that country. Saturn is ufually defcribed as 
a very ancient deity : Macrobius accordingly 
flyles him the firft of the gods f \ and Salluft, 
in reference perhaps to the connexion of 
Noah with the watery element, affirms, that 
Cronus is water 6 . He is reprefented in the 
Latin, no lefs than in the Phenician theolo- 
gy, as the parent of three fons, and as the 
confort of Rhea or Opis, by whom he became 
the father of the feven Titans. Rhea how- 
ever is fimply a perfonification of the lunar 
Ark : whence, as we learn from Damafcius, 
the commencement of a new order of things, 
or a kind of new creation, was afcribed to 
Saturn and Rhea h ; and the number eight, 
the number equally of the perfons preferved 
in the Ark, of Cronus and the Titans, and of 
Sydyk and the Cabiri, was confecrated in a 
peculiar manner to that goddels \ 

As for Janus, he was depicted holding a 


e Vide infra chap. vi. 
f Saturn, lib. i. cap. 7. 

g Kpopcv fxif v$ojp. Sail, de Diis et Mundo, cap. 4^ Thus alio 
Stobeus ; Aaxpt; pc tt en Kporog. Eclog. Phyf. lib. i. cap. 9. 

k H Pi a tov Kpovy &g aXA nr hxKoo-fjmcriv wgootyei t at yurfipwr** 

Damaf. apud Annot. in Phom. Theor. fe&. 6 . 

1 Tij *Pia n Oy^ootg Ibid. 

{faff 
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ftaff in his left hand, with which he appears 
to ftrike a rock, and to caufe water to flow 
from it k . He was efteemed the peculiar 
deity of gates ; and many fuperftitious rites 
were obferved, in opening and fhutting the 
doors of his temple. This notion feems to 
have originated from the circumftance of 
Noah having made a door in the fide of the 
Ark, which was opened during his ingrefs 
and egrefs, and which was fliut during the 
continuance of the deluge : hence alfo the 
goddefs of the Ark was fometimes ftyled Pro- 
thyrta. Macrobius informs us, that JanuS 
and Jana were the fame as Apollo and Dia- 
na 1 , or in other words, the folar Noah, and 
the lunar Ark : and he adds that Janus- Apol- 
lo was worihipped by the Greeks under the 
name of P by reus, or the god of doors, and was 
efteemed the prefident of ingrefs and egrefs 1 . 
His original appellation was not Janus but 
Ean,us l , which I apprehend to be only a va- 
riation of the Babylonic Oan, or Oannes. In 
his facred rites, Janus was intitled the double 
god, from his having beheld two worlds $ Ju- 
nonius from Juneh the dove, the Juno of clafli- 

k In finiftra habebat (Janus) baculum, quo faxum percu- 
tere, ct ex illo aquam produoere videbatur. Albrici Philof. de 
Deor. Imag. cap. 14. 

1 Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 9. 

cal 
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cal mythology ; Conjivius, from his being a 
hufbandman ^uirinus, from Cur, the Sun ; 
and Patulctus, and Clufivhis , from the open- 
ing and fhutting of his gates ra . The Phe- 
nicians reprefented him under the ufiial folar 
emblem the dragon m : and Plutarch, in con- 
fequence of his being the diluvian patriarch 
no lefs than the Sun, fpeaks of an ancient 
medal of the doublefaced Janus, which had 
the head or the ftern of a fhip on the reverfe ; 
but he was unable to affign any very fatisfac- 
tory reafon for it". Laftly, Inghiramius, if 
his authority can be depended upon, notices 
an Etrufcan fragment, in which the iden- 
tity of Janus and Noah is abfolutely aflerted. 
According to this curious relic of antiquity, 
Vandimon, known by the Latins under the 
name of Janus, and by the Syrians under that 
of Noah, came into Hetruria with his fon 
Japhet and his children ; where he founded 
a city, upon which he bellowed the appella- 
tion of Cethem °. Vandimon, or Oandimon, 

V 

* Macrob. Saturn. lib. i. cap. 9. 

n Quaeit. Rom. p. 274. 

0 Magnus pater Vandimon, qui a Latinis Janus , a Syris 
Noa vocatur, advenit in hanc regionem (fcil. Hetruriam) cum 
fecundo filio Japeto, et illius filiisj et cum venifient fuper hunc 
montem fibi commodum, pofleris jucundum putavit. Quare 
in fuperiori ’parte, quae falubrior eflet, civitatem aedificavit, et 
Cethem appellavit. Inghir. apud Annot. ad La6t. de Fal. ReJ. 

lib. 
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feems to be Oan-da-Mon, the Oannes p or 
Noah of the Ark ; and he was worfliipped by 
the ancient Tyrrhenians in conjunction with 
Vefta, whom they denominated Horchia, or 
the goddefs of the Ark q . Titea, who is men- 
tioned by Pfeudo-Berofus, as the wife of 
Noah, bore the fame title of Horchia, and for 
the very fame reafon; the Ark being fre- 
quently defcribed as the allegorical contort of 
the principal arkite deity 1 . 

As Cronus then is faid by Sanchoniatho to 


Kb. i. cap. 13. Pfeudo-Berofus alfo afferts, that Janus was the 
patriarch Noah, and that he derived his name from Jain 
•wine. Ob beneficium inventae vitis ct vini dignatus eft (fcil. 
Noe) cognomento Jano , quod Arameis fonat vitifer et wafer. * 
Berof. Ant. lib. iii. fol. 25. It may be proper here to obfervc, 
that the writings of this Berofus, which I {hall frequently have 
occafion to cite, were publilhed by Annius of Viterbo, and are 
certainly not thofe of the real Berofus. We are informed by 
Pliny,. (Nat. Hift. lib. vi. cap. 55.) that the genuine hiftory of 
Berofus contained the events of 480 years $ but of that work 
there now only remain a few fragments, cited by Jofephus ivt 
his Writings agamft Apion, and by Alexander Polyhiftor in the 
Cbrpnographia of Syncellus. 

p The hiftory of Oannes or Dagon {hall be confidered at the 
latter end of the prelent chapter. 

** Soli Turreni colunt Janum et Veftam, quos lingua fua 
vocant Janib Vadimona et Labitb Horchiam . Myrlil. de bello 
Pelafg. cap. 6. Labith feems to be a contra£tion of Labeneth, 
the moon 5 whence Labith Horchia will fignify the arkite 

erefcent. 

r Berof. Ant. lib. v. fol. 64. 

have 
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have had three fons, Cronus the younger, 
Jupiter-Belus, and Apollo, in allulion to the 
triple offspring of Noah ; fo, in reference to 
the number of the arkite family excluljve of 
their head, he is alfo defcribed, like Sydyk, as 
being the father of feven fons by Rhea, and 
of feven daughters by Aftarte. Thefe laft of 
his children were called Titans, and Titanides ; 
■whence it will follow, that the war of the 
Titans, fo celebrated in Grecian ftory, relates 
to the deluge, and not to the events which 
took place at Babel. The traditional hiflory 
indeed of the Titans is involved in fome de- 
gree of confufion, becaufe the name is equal- 
ly applied to all, who lived at the era of the 
deluge, both thole who were deftroyed by that 
cataftroph&, and thofe who were faved ; but 
the genealogy, afcribed to them, by Sancho- 
niatho, along with various matters which 
lhall hereafter be adduced, abundantly proves 
the truth of the foregoing alTertion. The le- 
gend however of the feven Titans mull be 
referved for future confxderation s ; at prefent 


8 Vide infra chap. ix. Since Cronus i« the fame perfon as 
Sydyk, the feven Titans will of courfe be the fame as the feven 
Cabiri ; and (ince Agruerus is alfo the fame perfon as Cronus 
or Syd} k, we (hall fee the exa6t propriety of Sanchoniatho’s af- 
fertion, that Agruerus and his family were known by the ge- 
neral name of Titans or Aleta. 

there- 
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therefore I fhall only notice that of Aftartd, 
and her children the Titanides. 

Aftarte, the mythological confort of Cronus, 
or Noah, is the fame deity as Venus*, who 
was ufually reprefented by the poets . riling 
in youthful beauty from the waves of the 
troubled ocean, and furrounded by filhes and 
other aquatic animals. She is in Ihort the 
Noetic Ark, which by the allegorizing fpirit 
of antiquity was perfonified in the character 
of a graceful female u . Accordingly we find, 
that the dove is always laid to be the pecu- 
liar favourite of Venus ; an opinion, which 
will eafily be accounted for, when we recoi- 
led!:, that that bird brought the firft tidings 
of the waters having retired from off the 
furface of the earth. Hyginus has preferved 
a curious tradition refpedting the AfTyrian 
Venus, in which the arkite dove, and the 
mundane egg, make a very confpicuous 


1 Tw & Araprrjv Qoimlbs mv etvetf *i yvo-i. Euf. Praep. 

Evan. lib. i. cap. io. -Aftarte is alfo in fa 6 t the fame as Rhea. 
The identity of the heathen goddeftcs will be Ihewn in the fol- 
lowing chapter. 

u Venus, like Ceres, was fbmetimes alfo efteemed the earth, 
and fometimes the moon. Afly riorum, apud quos Veneris Ar- 
chitidis — maxima olim veneratio viguit, quam nunc Phcenices 
tenent : nam Phyfici terrae fuperius hemifphaerium, cujus par- 
tem incolimus, Veneris appellatione coluerunt. Macrob. Sa- 
turn, lib. i. cap. 21. 

VOL. I. G ap- 
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* appearance. An egg of wonderful magni- 
tude was reported to have fallen from heaven 
into the river Euphrates, and to have been 
rolled by fifties to the bank. Upon it fat 
doves*; and out of it was at length produced, 
that Venus, who was afterwards fly led the 
Syrian goadejs y . The fame writer, upon the 
authority of Diogenetes Erythreus, mentions 
the peril to which Venus was expofed by the 
attack of the monfter Typhon, or the. fea z . 

x Ampclius is more exa <S1 in this particular than Hyginus; 
for, in relating the lame fable, he fpeaks of only one dove. 
Amp. cap. 2. 

y In Euphratem de coelo ovum mira magnitudine cecidifte 
dicitur, quod pi fees ad ripam evolverunt : fuper quod colum- 
bae confederunt, et cxcalfa£him exclufifle. Venerem, quae poflea 
dca Syria eft appellata. Hyg. Fab. 197. 

z Mr. Whifton fuppofes, that the deluge was occafioned by 
the too near approach of a comet ; and he calculates, that it 
was that comet, which appeared in the year 1680. Many parts 
of his theory may perhaps be thought obje&ionable ; but at the 
fame time it is not impoflible, that the power of attra&ion, 
exerted by a comet, might force the waters of the great abyfs 
to rufti forth in a tremendous torrent, and thus produce the 
cataftrophe of the deluge. It is foreign however to my prefent 
fubjeft to examine into the merits of Mr. Whifton’s fyftem 5 
I mention it only for the purpofe of introducing fome veiy lin- 
gular coincidences with his opinion refpe6ling a comet’s being 
the natural caufe of the flood. Sanchoniatho alferts, that while 
Aftarte was travelling about the world, (or in other words, 
while the Ark floated in an erratic ftate upon the furface of the 
waters,) fhe found a ftar falling from the fky, which (he after- 
wards confecrated at Tyre : Pliny affirms, that a comet ap- 
peared 
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Clofely purfued by her irrefiflible enemy, Ihe 
aflumed the fhape of-a fifli, and thus avoided 
the threatened danger®. 

Venus then, or Aftarte, being a perfonifi- 
cation of the Ark emerging from the waters 
of the deluge, and being uniformly attended 
by the Noetic dove, we fhall fee the proprie- 
ty with which the Laconians confecrated a 
temple to Venus- Juno, on account of a flood 
fuppofed to have been occafloned by the ri- 
ver Eurotas b . Juno is Juneh, the dove; 
whence Venus- Juno will be equivalent to 
Venus attended by her dove. To this deluge 
of the Eurotas, and to fuch other traditions 

peared during the reign of Typhon or the deluge, the effects of 
which were extremely detrimental and tremendous : and Hy- 
ginus mentions, that, when Phaethon the Ion of Apollo had fet 
the whole world on fire by mifmanaging the chariot of his fa- 
ther, Jupiter, to quench the flames, caufed a general inunda- 
tion, from which Pyrrha and Deucalion alone efcaped. Sanch. 
apud Euf. Praep. Evan. lib. i. cap. 10.-— Plin. Nat. Hift. lib. ii. 
cap. 25. — Hyg. Fab. 152. 

a Diogenetes Erythraeus ait, quodam tempore Venerem cum 
Cupidine filio in Syriam ad flumen Euphratem venifTe, et eo- 
dem loco repente Typhona giganta apparuilfe. Venerem au- 
tem cum filio in flumen fe projecille, et ibi figuram pifdum 
forma mutafie : quo fa6to periculo effe liberates. Hyg. Poet. 
Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 30. 

b *Hpaf it^ov uTnpxjHpicts xotrot pooTtiu* eiroiviSr), r tt E vpurct mAt/ 
•nj? y* if crptcru> s7nxAt/£c,*Tcs* |oa»o» h xa^ac ru Aftpohr r,$- 

Pauf. Lacon. p. 239. 
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of a deluge, as may hereafter be mentioned, 
I fhall apply the judicious obfervation of Vof- 
fius, that from the general flood of Noah were 
derived all the heathen {lories of local and 
particular inundations c . 

In confequence of Venus being a perfonifi- 
cation of the Ark, we find her denominated 
Arfnoe d , or Baris-Noe, the Ark of Noah ; 
Hippodamia e , or Hippa-da-Maia, the arkite 
mother ; and Arenta, or Aran-Thea, the god- 
defs of the Ark. 

Key tov Bsao nXajueB'evm Towavros mtpov, 
[txo-oq&cipTov , APENTA, j'ewj, 
Kpj/bvrv\£jL XdiiKca tov 'user tvomvt tfleXavd. 

She was not however merely the Ark, but the 
Arkworfhipped in conjunction with the Moon; 
hence the author of the Orphic hymns in- 
vokes her in terms, partly applicable ‘to her 
diluvian and partly to her aflronomical cha- 
racter. He flyles her the goddefs fprung from 
the fea, the ruler of the three divi/ions s , the 

c Voir, de Idol. lib. i. cap. 18. 

d Strab. Geog. lib. xvii. p. 800. 

c Hefych- 

f Lycoph.' Caflan. vcr. 831. 

g This I apprehend to be an allufion to the triple divifion 
of the world among the Tons of Noah. Thefe three divifions 
are faid by the poets to be heaven, earth, and hell 5 hence 
Diana upon earth is Luna in heaven, and Hecate in the infer- 
nal regions. If we furvey the fame fable in a different point 
of view, as relating to the three fons of Cronus, heaven is af- 

figned 
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nur/e of Bacchus or Noah h , the vifible and the 
invifible the tutelary deity of Syria and of 
Egypt. 

■ ' 1 Afyothrti, 

Tlovroyevtis, yeveretyi $-ea, vtfivy\, 

Nt iXTtg/ef — 

Kaj Kgprtete Tg/eruv /neipuv ' — 

■ ■ %tfjunn B<*JC%ofo rntpefye, 

Qcuvo/xevti r a/pa,v*ic — 

~E.it ev OAufiiru 

E< <rv S' tci, (ZomAetet ko.Au yn&iSou, ‘rforarTU, 

E its xof evAiSavi/ ~2ug/*i? iS'oz ctpiQt7roAeueic, 
Eile <rv y ev mJloun mu cc^/xctaj Xftvtricrdjxlois 
Aiyvims xetTEX&s*. - 

In the Eaft Venus was worfhipped under 
the appellation of the Syrian goddefs. Lucian 
indeed cpnfiders it as doubtful whether this 
goddefs was Juno or Derceto 1 ; but it matters 
little which opinion be adopted, for Juno is 
the dove, and Derceto, or Atargatis, -Was the 
fame as Aftarte m , who is declared both by 

iigned to Jupiter, hell to Pluto, and the fea comprehending the 
tarth to Neptune, whence his frequent Homeric title Ero aiyj&ut, 
h In her chara6ter of the Ark. She was the fame as Hippa, 
who is alfo defcribed as the nurfe of Bacchus. 

* In her chara6ter of the Moon. 
k Orph. Hymn. 54. 

1 A XX 01 < 5 e t »> BaGvhunw, riK rifo sroXA# tpfoc *r Tr> Act* 

sr», ravryp xou to& to thg etaot>cr^ou ovx 'H^ij )i ttcr<xa$a», 

aXXa Itftmj?, tu? Aspiterv Luc. de Dea Syra, fe6t. 14. 

“ Artemid. Oniroc. lib. u cap. 9. Hence it is evident, that 
the Syrian goddefs is the fame as the Venus- Juno of Laconia. 

G 3 Sail- 
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Sanchoniatho and Glycas” to be Venus. Der- 
ceto however, or Venus, alfumed the form 
of a fifh; and it is remarkable, that her 
daughter Semiramis was fuppofed to have 
been changed into a dove. 

— — Dubia eft, de te, Babylonia narret, 

Derceti, quam verfa fquamis velantibus artus 
Stagna Palaeftinae credunt celebrafie figura : 

An magis ut fumtis illius filia pennis 
Extremos albis in turribus egerit annos 

Venus and Juno therefore I apprehend to be 
the fame as Derceto and Semiramis. The 
fcholiaft: upon Aratus indeed fuppofes Derce, 
or Derceto, to be the daughter of Venus, ra- 
ther than Venus herfelf ; but, fince he a f- 
ferts, that they were changed into the two 
fifties, which were afterwards placed in the 
zodiac, and fince he particularly mentions 
Derceto as the Syrian goddefs, it evidently 
appfcars to be only a variation of the preced- 
ing fable p . The conftellations of Aquarius 
and the great fifh appear to be connected in 
a fimilar manner with the hiftory of the de- 

n Eufeb. Praep. Evan. lib. i. cap. io. — Glyc. Annal. p. 184. 
0 Ovid. Metam. lib. iv. vcr. 44. See alfo Athen. Legat. 
P- 33 - 

p Ot/rot Tf «»cn» oi t« fjLvyeiXa ;o$ txyopot, w«pf # tp T015 ifijf 
tga, o»r Atgxyp rriv Afipohryt; Bvyarspa. t^ma-aaccp c tf BxXa&aap 

tvuactp' oBpp ik Tipw Bt»{ 0 Xvpwi ^Bvvp am%otTou. Schol. in 
Arat. Phoenom. p. 32. 

luge. 
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luge. The filh, which was one of the moft 
ufual fymbols of the Ark, is reprefented fwal- 
lowing the water, which flows from the um 
of Aquarius ; and it was firfl: feen, according 
to Cteflas, in a lake near Bambyce. Derce- 
to, or Venus, the Syrian goddefs, falling into 
the lake, was by this fi(h fafely conveyed to 
the fhore q . According to Xanthus the Ly- 
dian, Derceto had a fon, who was denomi-. 
nated Ichthus , or the fijh. This Ichthus, I 
doubt not, was the Dagon, or fi{h-god of the 
Philiftines, under which name they wor- 
fliipped the patriarch Noah r . 

With regard to the feven Titanides, the 
mythological daughters of Derceto, or Aftar- 
t b, we learn from the author of the works 
afcribed to Orpheus, that their names were 
Themis, Tethys, Mnemofyne, Thea, Diorie, Phe- 
be, and Rhea : 

3 Ovrof fir*» 0 ptyas xotXe/xtpos tySus, op xol\ ism\p \tyxc\ to vfvp 
ms vfyo%ot ! 1 x-xyo-tus* I fopuzui $e 'mspi zera, us (pin KmcriotS) «»»ai 
vppozspop tp faftty zm xaza, zw BctfxGvxyp’ tf^onanazs h zrjs Aipxijrtf* 
PVXZOS, <TU<TOL\ aVZV)V, W Ot ZBIQ zotths otxapzts as Stop UPOpa - 
cot*. Erat. Cataft. J^Svs. 

r See Athen. Deipnof. lib. viii. p.346. where the reader will 
find a truly Greek derivation of the word Atargatis. It is re- 
markable, that a particular kind of fifh was denominated Bac- 
chus from the deity of that name, who was no other than 
Noah. Athen. Deipnof,' lib. viii. p. 356, 

G 4 *E 7rla> 
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'Ey!* fitv evet^ets x-xgaf, sVJat Jle tscu^eoi uvaxlai. 
©vydTegptf fiev Qefuv, x&f euQfova T ti&uv, 
Mvypomwlui ts @ct3’v7rAox,a.f/,ov, Qua* ti f&ax,cu(>xv, 
'H ts Aiwuqv TDCrev et$of £%Xouv, 

fysiZlu) TS, 'P etlw TS A lOf fyj£Ttt£pLV MiaXTOf s . 

Of thefeTitanides,Rhea,Phebe,Tethys, and 
Dione, are the mod remarkable characters. 

Rhea is the fame as Cybele, a mere perfo- 
nification of the lunar Ark * ; and Dione is a 
contraction of Da-Idnah, the dove. Hence 
we find, that the myfteries of Rhea were 
immediately connected with thofe of Bac- 
chus, or Noah, and that Dione was fometimes 
efleemed his mother", 

PhebC, or Diana, is ufually defcribed by 
the poets as a huntrefs ; but, fince fhe is de- 
clared by Orpheus to be a Titanis, we are led 
to conclude, that her real character is that of 


8 Orph. apud Proclum in Timaeum, lib. v. p. 295. 

1 Confequently (he is the fame as her fuppofed mother Ve- 
nus, or Aftartd, as (hall be (hewn at large hereafter, when I 
treat of the identity of the heathen goddeffes. Sanchoniatho, 
as we have feen, makes Rhea the lifter of Aftarte, and ttte con- 
fort of Cronus. This variation however is more apparent than 
real, for the Ark was indifferently reprefented as the wife, the 
daughter, the filter, or the mother, of Noah. 

u SI A iurns, 05 tQvg fxifccf $iog, Aiovvj-t, Eurip. apud Schol. 
in Pind. Pyth. iii. ver. 177. She is faid by Sanchoniatho to 
have been one of the wives of Cronus. 

a di- 
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a diluvian goddefs x . Accordingly Artemido- 
rus Y , Paufanias z , and Strabo *, all concur in 
bellowing upon her the title of Limnatis , or 
the maritime deity b ; and, in an ancient in- 
fcription preferved by Gruter, Ihe is called 
Regina undarum, the queen of the waves c . 
Hence Apollonius, with the utmoft propriety, 
reprefents Orpheus as invoking her under the 
appellation of the preferver of Jhips. 

Tom Je tpo^fjLil^uv svB’rjf/.ovi fjueXmv ctoiJy 

O tctj^oio 7rxi? NH05J200N, eirntTs^etan 

Diana then -being one of the feven Tifa- 
nides, and thus connected with the hiftory of 
the deluge, we lhall be able to account for 
a lingular fuperltitious notion refpedting her 

* Diana is the Moon worihipped along with the Ark. 

7 Oniroc. lib. ii. cap. 42. 

* T 195 h ayogw apnxpvs kxtoc ravryp i|o3oir T§/xeto* *r»» A^ti/xiJos 

xaf pccop Achaic. p. 575* Apltpuibf Itpop tr** i» tji Enri- 

Sctvpup AiptianJo?. Lacon. p. 271. 

a Geog. lib. viii. p. 36 1. 

b The word Atfxm is applied to the fea by Homer, which, I 
apprehend, juftifies this tranflation of Limnatis . 

— E oi x\vrx ^{jfxccret 0 ep$e<n AIMNUE, 

Xfvrex, pap/xcttgoPTa, rtTsv%aTca 

Iliad, xiii. 21. See alio Odyff. iii. i. 
The fimilar title of Limneus was bellowed upon Bacchus, and 
for the fame realon : Ai/ammo* rop Atopvaop, Athen. 

Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 465. 

c Grut. p. 37. ' ' 

4 Argon, lib. i. ver. 569. 

tem- 
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temple at Bargylia in Cana. According to 
Strabo and Polybius, while the rain fell in 
torrents around it, the facred edifice, protected 
by a fupematural influence, remained perfect- 
ly dry®. This temple, like that of Buto, 
feems to have been defigned as an emblem of 
the Ark, the interior of which was unaf- 
fected by the ftorm, while its exterior was 
plunged in the midft of furrounding waters f . 

The fabulous hiftory of the Titanis Tethys 
will equally ferve to fhew her relation alfb to 
the cataftrophe of the deluge. We learn from 
Tzetzes, that lhe was the mother of Inachus 
by Oceanus e ; and that Inachus was the fa- 
ther of Phoroneus and Egialeus h , by Melia 

e nXi«cr»oi && «r» BoepyvXiuf to mg ApTEpu^oc »§o» tij? Ma^as- 
oirsg twrinvKcia-i irepws&xi. Strab. Geog. lib. xiv. p. 638. 
Il«7nrEVTa» irapx (au roig BocpyiXvrirxis, hon to rxg Kufvafrog ApTE- 
/UOOf OLyOLkpuCC XCUVtp OV VVOL&fM «t« ntperoci to vapuTrocv, art 
t ai. Polyb. lib. xvi. 

The appellation of Mindyas , applied by thefe writers to Di- 
ana, feems to be compounded of Mena-Du, the divine Noetic 
Ark ; as Bargylia is of P’Arg-El-Aia, the land of the divine Ark . 

f In allufton perhaps to' the (hip of Noah, the Greek appel- 
latives for a Jhip and a temple are nearly the fame, 

* Oceanus and Tethys were alfo the parents of Bero£, whofe 
hiftory {hall be confidered hereafter. Vide infra chap. ix. 

h Egialeus fignifies a fijherman dwelling upon the fea-Jbore. 
The circumftance of his dying childlefs may poflibly allude to 
the deftru6iion of the antediluvians, the pofterity of Inachus, 
or Phoroneus, being alone preferved in the Ark. 

daugh- 
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daughter of Oceanus. Egialeus was childifti; 
but Phoroneus, efpoufing the nymph Telodi- 
ce *, begot Apis and Niobe. Apis reigned in 
a very tyrannical manner, and was flain by 
Thelxion and Telchin ; but from his fifter 
Niobe and Jupiter were born Argus and Pe- 
lafgus k . In the days of Inachus happened 
the fabulous conteft of Neptune and Juno 
for the fovereignty of Argos ; in other words 
the allegorical conteft of the fea, and the 
Noetic dove, for the polfeflion of the Ark. 
The matter in difpute was referred to Ina- 
chus, who decided in favour of Juno ; upon 
which Neptune immediately deluged the 
whole country. Juno however at length 
perfuaded him to caufe the fea to retire ; and 
the Argives, in gratitude, built a temple to 
Neptune the Inundator, at the place where 
the waters firft began to abate l . Near this 

1 Telodice is Telo-Daga, the arkite JiJb of the Sun. The 
whole of the genealogy of Inachus is entirely mythological, re- 
lating partly to the folar, and partly to the arkite worfhip. 

k ClxtotPd xu% TzSvof Ipaypq. botyd xou M iXiaf njf Slxtapd <Po- 
fUPtyf, xau AiyiaXtv$ — Qopwivs h/pctrtvt/p IliXovorn}?# ix T?j- 

ho&xYtf yippet A ttpp xai Nw£ijr. Atk up rvpapfix&f Qw aiaw- 

f«‘T Oj vvo Gi*it0PO{ KOj TiA^ioj — t»)$ Avthf x*f 

A»of Agyofj a<p* d * yuga, xotla £* Ax«<nAaor, xou HtXxafa ovp Apyu. 

Schol. in Lycopb. ver. 177. See alfo Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. 
cap. 1. 

1 EnavSat Hocruhpos trtp upop urixArjeip IT^oaxAt/na* tus yap 
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was the Tapbos, or high place of the arkite 
god Argus, and the temple of the Diofcori, 
who, according to Sanchoniatho, were the 
fame as the Cabiri m . 

• Both Inachus, and his imaginary fon Pho- 
roneus, as well as his grandfon Argus, are 
equally the fcriptural Noah. Inachus is a 
corruption of the Hebrew word Nuach or 
Nacb ; and Phoroneps is compounded of Ph’ 
Aron-Nus, the arkite Noah. Hence Paufa- 
nias mentions, that Inachus was fuppofed to 
have facrificed to Juno, or the dove”, who 
was ever efteemed the peculiar guardian of 
Argos. He aflerts moreover, that Phoroneus 
firft brought men together into one place, a 
circumftance, which accurately correfponds 
with the affembling of the Noachidae in the 
Ark 0 j and fuppofes him, notwithflanding 
he was the reputed fon of Inachus, to have 


to* TTotrubvw tvtxkvo-ou m troXAij*, on *H petg euetf xttf ax avrou 
tijf ymp I icvxjaty nacf ol cvvbixaaarTtf, tyvverar. *Hpct /xt* arxgm 
Ilotrii^Wro? tvgt to ornery rw SctXaur&cu . Apytw ik o$t» to 

xv/xat anyuyneif, Itgor Ilont^Wi tirowotf TlpoaxXvfiu. Pauf. Corinth, 
p. 161. 

m II £osA$om in a «roXt/ ratyog *r»> A^ya, Aiog utou Xoxailog x*f rtjf 
Qopunvg N*o C»k. Mrra & retvTce , Atoo’xvgvv txog, Ibid. 

n Corinth, p. 144. 

• Qogunevq h 0 lvx%ov rovg ec&pm fag avvrjyxyt tu^vrov us xomot y 
evopa$a< Twg, xetf if* Uvrut ixaron onatTas. Ibid', p. 145* 

' been 
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been the firft, who exifted in that country p . 
The reafon of this is obvious ; the whole of 
the preceding genealogy is a feries of repeti- 
tions, and both Phoroneus and Inacbus are 
equally appellatives of Noah. 

The conclufion of the genealogy of Ina- 
chus mentions, that Argus and Pelafgus were 
brethren : Apollodorus however aflerts, that 
they were one and the fame perfon q , and 
that with great propriety ; for, as Argus is 
the god of the Ark, fo I apprehend, that, un- 
der the title of Pelafgus , we again difcover 
the great diluvian patriarch r . 

The Arcadians, fo called from their devo- 
tion to the arkite myfteries, were wont to af- 
fert, that Pelafgus flourilhed firft in their 
country * ; and accordingly the citadel of Ar- 
gos was named Lartffa from his daughter, as 
well as two cities in Theflafy, one upon the 
fea-coaft, and another near the river Peneus *. 

P Qopuvtot, sv rr) yv) racvry yeverSxi vjpurw. Pauf. Corinth, 
p. 144. 

<1 Apollod. Bibl. Jib. ii. cap. 1. 

r Pelafgus was the reputed anceftor of the Pelafgi, whofe 
hiftory, as conne&ed with the Cabiri, (hall be confidered here- 
after. Vide infra chap. vi. 

8 Qckti $e A ug Tls^occryoi yevoiro a Tij yy Tavnj tffpvrog. 

Pauf. Arcad. p. 598. 

t Ty,v $s eutgoirolur AoLpievat,* (jlsk xxXanv airo m g Tie Xoccryn fyct- 
Tpog* avo TOtvTVf $*-xou $vq rm sp Qtaaothict vroXsur, * re ith §cO\a.a- 

crit 
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When Ceres, in the courfe of her wanderings, 
came to Argos, Ihe is faid to have been re- 
ceived by this Pelafgus", Hence the name 
Pelafgis was given to her x ; and it is obferv- 
able, that Ifis, who according to Herodotus 
is the fame as Ceres y , bore the fimilar title, 
of Pelagia z . The rites of this deity related 
immediately to the deluge a ; which will ac- 
count for her being thus conne&ed with Pe- 
lafgus. 

The Scholiaft upon Apollonius Rhodius 
mentions, that Pelafgus was efteemed by fome 
the offspring of Inachus, by others of Nep- 
tune and LarifTa, and by others of Jupiter 
and Niobe ; a variation, which is alone fufH- 

el, xaj *j c ra^a r op TIupmp, vpayLaoSwrap. Pauf. Corinth, p. 165. 
Larifia is Lares- Ai, the land of the Lares , or folar Cabiri . Con* 
cerning the Lares more will be faid hereafter. Vide infra 
chap. iii. 

u Atytrctf ep, vs An^nrpa *f Apyos TUXacryos fs£ai to oixu. 

Pauf. Attic, p. 34. 

x ArffjLYir^oi irw Itpof tmxXnnv IhXaoytfos, air 0 re Ifpvaayupts n«- 
Xaoye. Pauf. Corinth, p. 160. 

y I (tk ft in xara rr,f EMvhj* yXvvaap Ajipnrnf* Herod, lib. ii. 
cap. 59. 

z Ef ft to» axpoxopipSop rerof etftenp, mt Infos riftfwj* v r x>jr yup 
XltAaytar, tvip ft Aiyvimap avrvp ivopopa^dciv . Pauf. Corinth, 
p. 12 1. Pelafgus, Pelafgis, and Pelagia, are all equally derived 
from Pelagim, Jlreams of water } whence alfo the Greek and 
Latin word Pelagus, the fea . 

* Vide infra chap. x. 

cient 
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cient to prove, that he is a mythological cha- 
racter. Staphylus accordingly aflerts, that he 
was an Argive, or arkite and his reputed 
children the Pelafgi were reckoned a barba- 
rous nation, who formerly inhabited ThelTaly 
and Argos V 

Pelafgus is faid by Apollodorus to have 
efpoufed Melibea, the daughter of Oceanus. 
Their fon Lycaon was king of Arcadia ; and 
his extreme wickednefs, according to Ovid, 
was one principal caufe of the catatlrophe of 
the deluge c . Lycaon was the father of Ti- 
tanas, and Orchomenus d , whofe fon was the 
famous Minyas, the anceltor of the Argo- 
nauts e . 

Here we have another feries of genealogi- 
cal repetitions j for Minyas is limply Menu, 
or Noab, while Orchomenus is Orca-Menu, 
the arkite Noah. The Greeks indeed pre- 
tended, that he was a native of their country; 
but Nonnus informs us, that he was a Pheni- 

b TliXxcyuv, ruv Qwa-othuv, atiro ITiAao-yw rtf ij «9ro ris- 

foiayup, eSi-as J3a{£apKtt oucritratTOf tup GsroccAiap xou to Apyo$' 
onto Tlihatryti r« T1och$wo<; via xat Aafiecrx. TrxQvXos o Nay- 
xfctTij t)f n t\ocayov <pv)a» Agyetov to yspoq. Schol. Apoll. Argon, 
lib. i. ver. 580. 

c The word Lycaon Teems to be derived from Luca-On, the 
orb of the Sun , in reference to the Tolar worfhip. 

d Apollod. JBibl. lib; iii. cap. 8. 

c Anton . Liber. Metam. cap. x. 

cian 
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cian deity, coeval with Oceanus and Tethys, 
and worfhipped in conjunction with a ftar f , 
Confidered then as the great patriarch, he is 
joined with Titanas ; defcribed as the fon of 
an Arcadian; reprefented as flourifhing at 
the era of the deluge ; and fuppofed to be 
defcended from Pelafgus, Oceanus, Inachus, 
Tqthys, and Phoroneus. Several different 
cities were named after him. There was an 
Orchomenus near Caryftium 6 ; another in 
Arcadia 11 ; a third in Beotia ; and a fourth in 
Theffaly'. It is remarkable, that the moft 
ancient Orchomenus, along with fome other 
cities, was believed to have been deftroyed 
by a flood ; and a chafm was Ihewn near the 
more modern town , of the fame name, in 
which the waters were faid to have been 
fwallowed up, and into which the river Me- 
las (till continued to empty itfelf k . 


f Dionyf. lib. xli. p. 698. I (hall refume the confideration 
of the hiftory of Orchomenus, when the fable of Beroe is ana- 
lyfed, with whom he is clofely connected. 

* n«p* ¥ 9 i 9 tk Strab. Geog. lib. ix. p. 416, 

h Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 338. 

* Plin. Nat. Hid. lib. iv. cap. 8. 

k — ** oif 0 1 fASP T09 OtXOfJttfOf T09 ap%Ut09 VVt\ap&X909' 

•* b E\tvn*<z, yon A$ypct{ mctya rev Tgtrvva vorafjtev. Aiyirai yeti 
xarcc Ktygova, ynxa ms Botamaj vvvjfis xoAttyttw jg tots tlyvym, 
a$avtr$r)vat $s ravlaf tv txXvrB street vrtgop' ysvsr^ett h (part xat xofla 
OpxofxttQv %urf. ca 9 kui h%ar$at top M tXava vorapop* Strab. Geog. 

lib. 
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From the preceding obfervations upon the 
mythological character of the arkite Venus, 
the Altarte of Sanchoniatho, and the parent 
of the feven Titanides, we lhall not be fur- 
prifed to find her efteemed a Cabira. Thus 
we are informed by Euthymius Zegabenus, 
that the idolatrous Saracens, previous to the 
age of the Emperor Heraclius, worlhipped 
her under the name of Cabar 1 . 

As Venus was. called Cabira , lb we find, 
that Pliny makes mention of the fountain 
Cabura in Mefopotamia, in which Juno was 
laid to have bathed herfelf m . The fa6t is, 
that, although Noah and his three fons, or 
Noah and the feven perfons who were pre- 
ferved along with him in the Ark, be the 
original Cabiri, or great Gods of the Pagans; 


lib. ix. p. 407. Lucian mentions* a fimilar tradition refpe&- 
ing a ch'afm in the midft of the temple of the Syrian goddefs, 
which was fuppofed to have fwallowed up the waters of the 
flood of Deucalion. Luc. de Dea Syra. 

, 1 0» Eotpax^voi pitXP 1 ro 9 'HpxxXtut re @ccci\ws %ptyoi eibuhohctlpey, 
vrpo<Txv*evT£q rco *E uctyopu otrpv, hoc 1 r p Atygohry, r,p xat XccQotp rij 
iuvruv sv;ovQiA<z£ticrt yXcorry' SyXoi <5s vj avry rw M tyahw, Eu- 
thym. Zegab. Panop. ap. Seld. de Diis Syr. p. an. In a fi- 
milar manner Cedrenus : Toy AQpohmq urtpa. roy 'EuaQog op moli 
oXoyenv’ yv xa» KaCap ry sctvruv xountfyct.ru ntuyoptotcuyro 
ytoxrtry, oTrsp en MeyaXvj. Cedren. Chronog. 

m Unus in toto orbe traditur fons aquae jucunde olentis in 
Me/opotamia Caburae. Fabulae rationem afferunt, quoniam eo 
Juno perfufa fit. Plin. Nat. Hift. lib. xxxi. cap. 3. 

vol. i. h yet, 
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yet, as it will abundantly appear in the courfe 
of the prefent difquifition, they applied the 
name to every deified objeCt, which bore 
any reference to the deluge. The Ocean, 
the Ark, and the Dove, participated in the 
honours bellowed upon the facred Ogdoad ; 
and, in confequence of the adoption of the 
folar worlhip, the Sun, the Moon, and the 
hofl of heaven, were admitted to the fame 
dignity. 

It remains only, before I conclude the ana- 
lyfis of the hiftory of Aflarte, to offer a few 
obfervations on the mythological character of 
Efculapius, or Afclepius ; who is faid by San- 
choniatho to have been the fon of Sydyk by 
one of the Titanides, and to have been after- 
wards added to the feven Cabiri under the 
title of Efmuni. This deity conneds toge- 
ther the firfl and fecond tables of the Phe- 
nician genealogies, his father Sydyk occupy- 
ing a confpicuous place in the one, while his 
mother the Titanis is enumerated among the 
daughters of Cronus in the other. I am much 
inclined to think, that the imaginary god of 
health is, in reality, the very fame perfon as 
his reputed' father Sydyk, both of them being 
equally the patriarch Noah worfhipped in 
conjunction with the Sun. Macrobius ac- 
cordingly informs us, that Efculapius was one 
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of the many names of the folar deity, and 
that he was ufually adored along .with Salus, 
or the Moon". Salus however was no lefs 
a perfonification of the Ark, than of the 
Moon ; thofe two great objects of idolatrous 
veneration being nearly allied to each other, 
in confequence of the union of the arkite and 
Sabian fuperftitions. Thus, while Noah was 
reverenced as the god of health, and as one 
of the eight Cabiri, the veflel, in which he 
was preferved, was honoured with the title 
of Salus, or Safety 0 . 

. Captain Wilford fuppofes, that the Efcu- 
lapius of claflical mythology is the Hindoo 
Afwiculapa, or the chief of the race of the horfe ; 
and he further intimates, that Afwiculapa was 
very nearly related to two hero-gods, who 
are evidently the fame as Caftor and Pollux p . 
Thefe were believed to be the children of the 
Sun, and the goddefs Devi ; the Sun, at the 
time of their intercourfe, Having affumed the 
form of a horfe, and Devi that of a mare % 


* Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 20. 

0 It is not eafy to conceive, why the Moon fliould be diftin- 
gu iftied by the name of l health or Jafety , except from the cir- 
cumftance of its being worfhipped in conjun6tion with the 
Ark. 

p Adat. Refearch. vol. iii. p. 168. 

« Ibid . 

H $ Hence 
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Hence it appears, how very widely the helio- 
arkite fuperftition had extended itfelf. A 
horfe was one of [the moft ufual fymbols 
of Noah, and a mare, of the Ark r : the Sun 
therefore, united with the horfe, is no other 
than the great folar patriarch, while his 
confort is merely the Hippa, or Ark *. Con- 
fequently, the children of Afwi, or the horfe, 
at the head of whom was placed Afwicu- 
lapa, are the allegorical offspring of the Ark, 
whofe chief was Noah, confidered in his 
double character of both a folar and a dilu- 
vian deity. 

We find Efculapius conne&ed with the 
Diofcori or Cabiri, no lefs in the mythology 
of Greece than in that of Hindoftan. Pau- 
fanias mentions a temple of this deity at Bra- 
fiae in Laconia, built near a promontory pro- 
jecting into the fea, upon which were placed 
three fmall ftatues of the Diofcori or Cory- 
bantes, and a fourth of Minerva 1 . I make 


T Vide infra chap. vii. 

8 Noah, united with a horfe, while his fuppofed confort is 
deferibed as a mare, is the very fame mode of reprefentation as 
that adopted in the figures of Dagon and Derceto : the only 
difference between them is, that in the one cafe the fymbolical 
horfe, and in the other the fymbolical fifh, is introduced. 

1 After giving an account of this temple of Efculapius, Pau- 
fanias adds : Axpoc, oV en» st T GrgOi%o rra vpi/xcc 
ts rr,p Sxhcccrcctp, xat it t ecvry 'mohoiivv irvxawip ov 
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no doubt, but that Efculapius and the three 
Diofcori are the very fame mythological cha- 
racters, as Cronus and his three fons ; in 
other words, they are Noah and his triple 
offspring. 

The genealogy of Efculapius, as detailed 
by the Greeks, although it varies from that 
given by Sanchoniatho, ferves equally to Ihew 
his relationfhip to the Cabiric Diofcori. He 
was faid by fome to be the fon of Apollo, and 
Arfinoe the daughter of Leucippus ; and by 
others of Apollo, and Coronis the daughter 
of Phlegyas. The mother of Arfinoe was 
Philodice, and the father of Philodice was 
Inachus. The two lifters of Arfinoe were 
efpoufed to Caftor and Pollux. As for Coro- 
nis, who was alfo reputed to be the mother 
of Efculapius, fhe was flain by Apollo him- 
felf in a fit of jealoufy, the raven having 
falfely accufed her of infidelity to his bed ; 
for which crime, having afterwards difeover- 
ed his error, he changed the colour of that 
bird from white to black Both thefe ge- 
nealogies are equally mythological ; and the 
firft of them is replete with thofe repetitions. 


tm rai$ xi^aAaif e%otTB$' bx oiJia ij A»o0-x«pb? o-fas, v Kopv- 
Gating to rfttg at #w»* T*r«pTor & ayatyta. Lacoil. 

p. 272. 

u Apollod. Bibl. lib. Hi. cap. 10. 

H 3 . which 
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which are fo common in the fables of the 
poets. Inachus and his defcendant Efcula- 
pius are the fame great patriarch ; Leucip- 
pus is Luc-Hiph, the Jolar God of the Ark ; 
Arlinoe is a variation of Baris-Noe, the Ark 
of Noah x ; Philodice is Bala-Daga, the lordly 
fjh ; and Coronis feems to have derived her 
name from Cor-On, the Sun. With regard 
to the fable of the raven, it appears to be an 
allufion to that, which was fent by Noah out 
of the Ark. It did not anfwer the end of 
its million, and was therefore elteemed by 
the heathens an ill-omened, though facred 
bird; while the dove, on the contrary, was 
always reckoned highly propitious. The ra- 
ven however was believed to be peculiarly 
facred to Apollo ; and accordingly we learn 
from Myrfilus, that two ravens were kept 
tame in the temple of that god, on mount 
Lepetymnus y . The raven, in lhort, gave 
his name to the priefts of Mithras, the Per- 
lian Apollo , who were denominated, from 
that bird, Coraces, or Hierocoraces z . 

* Arftno& is the fame as Venus. Vide fupra p. 84. 

y Antig. Caryft. Mirab. Hift. cap. 17. There were , two 
more of thefe birds at Cranon in Theflaly ; andr likewife a bra- 
zen chariot, which the inhabitants, in time of drought, were 
accuftomed to ftrike upon, in order that they might obtain wa- 
ter from their deity. Antig. Caryft. Mirab. Hift. cap. 15. 

* Banier’s Mythol. vol. i. p. 289. 

AI- 
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Although Efculapius was thus venerated 
by the Greeks, yet the Berytian Efculapius *, 
as we are informed by Damafcius, was nei- 
ther a Greek, nor an Egyptian, but a Pheni- 
ciail deity. He was beloved, like Attis or 
Bacchus b , by the mother of the gods, whom 
the Phenicians called Ajlronoh ; and, like At- 
tis alfo, he was reported to have mutilated 
himfelf c . Aflronol is clearly a variation of 
AJhtaroth, or Aftarte, which I apprehend to 
be the compound term As-Tora, the heifer 
of the a Sun d ; while Aftronoe feems to be 


* Or the chief of the Hipftan family , who entered into covenant . 
The firft part of this title, as I have before obferved, relates to 
the arkite Hippa, or mare, the latter to the covenant of God 
with Noah. 

b The hiftory of this deity {hall be confidered hereafter. , 
c *0 it Bv)fV7u Atf'xXrjgnoj ax sr»* EAAij*, ebt Aiyvwnot, aM& n% 
4>om|. Tctbvxu yocg eytvotro Tracts, aj Atoerxovpovt cppuj- 
vtveai xai KaCi^a*’ oyboos be eytvsro s?n revolt o Ecrptoviof, op A<?xAjj- 
tticv ig[A.r i 9tVQVO’i9. Ou7o$ xuXhirot U9 Sta p, xai psatiat ib M9 a(tayarof, 
spa/fjtoo; ytyovev, tot $i)(?i9 o fxv^ot, Argovozs $ia tyoiviaffM, fx vrg&’Swv* 
ticoBtof re xvvriytrsiv tv r ait be rout vaitait, tvtibii tBtaaaro rvv $eov 
av 709 sxxvvriyerovo’a.v , xai (ptvyovru tvibtuxovaav, xai nbii xtn aXtr^c- 
fxt 99)9, aTroTiptrct veXexei rw ocvrot avrov vaib oavogov Qvaiv. Damaf. 
vit. Kid. ap. Phot. Bibl. p. 1073. 

d I cannot think, that AJlarte is derived from After, a far, 
becaufe it is manifeftly the fame word as the Hebrew Ajbta- 
roth ; and I am the more confirmed in the etymology which I 
have given of it, becaufe Afterius, the mafculine form of Aftar- 
te or Afteria, concerning whom more {hall be faid hereafter, is 

h 4 declared 
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As-Tora-Noe, the heifer of Noah the Sun. This 
etymology will perfectly accord with the nar- 
rative of Sanchoniatho, who teaches us, that 
Aftarte was reprefented with the horns of a 
bull d . The Phenician mother of the gods in 
fine was merely the Noetic Ark, reprefented, 
in the perfbn of Aftarte, under its ufual em- 

declared by Tzetzes to be the fame as Minotaurus, Taurus, 
Talus, or Italus. 

d I am fully aware, that Ajhtaroth is written in the Hebrew 
nnnt&T* and not nnnii’N, and alfo that nnwy fignifies 
fheep in that language ; but, as the teftimony of Sanchoniatho 
is fo exprefs, and as there does not appear to be any connexion 
between Aftarte and a flock of fheep, I feel myfelf obliged to 
conclude, that the Ifraelites, in exprefling the name of this idol, 
regarded rather the found than the letters, and thus entirely 
deftroyed the fenfe. This cafe is by no means an unufual one. 
Thus, in a limilar manner, infteadof Beth-Zan, the temple of the 
Sun y they wrote the temple of the tooth ; inftead of Beth- 

Aron, the temple of the Ark , pin-D'U, the temple of anger j and 
inftead of Air- Ares, the city of the Sun, Din-l'y, the city of de- 
JlruBion. The LXX render this laft name FIoAk Aerehx, the city 
of righteoufnefs , but why, I will not pretend to determine $ 
Aquila and Theodotion, the city Ares $ Symmachus, the city of 
the Sun ; and the Chaldee paraphraft, the city of the Sun doomed 
to dejlruftion , which is an evident attempt to retain both the 
readings, Din and Pin. Bochart was confcious, that the hif- 
tory of Aftarte accorded much better with her being repre- 
fented under the form of a heifer, than under that of a fheep : 
hence he conjeftures, that the Hebrew word minify flgnifies 
•\ cxen as well as Jbeep. Boch. Canaan, p. 709. The whole difficulty 
however is removed by Amply fuppofmg, that the Ifraelites 
wrote nnrCT inftead of min-tt’N. 

blem. 
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blem, the heifer; while her lover Efculapius 
was the folar Noah. Hence he had a temple 
in Achaia r denominated Curos, which was a 
name of the Sun e ; and at the lame time, in 
allufion to his diluvian character, was intitled 
Archagetes, or Archa-Ga-Theus, the illujlriout 
god oj the ark*. 

In addition to the feven Titanides, whofe 
hiftory has been laft confidered, Cronus had 
alfo two other daughters, Proferpine, and Mi- 
nerva. Proferpine is faid by Mnafeas s to be 
one of the Cabiri ; and, as I lhall hereafter 
attempt to Ihew, is, like her mother Ceres or 
Ilis, a perlonification of the Ark worlhipped 
in conjunction with the Moon. Minerva ap- 
pears to be a limilar perfonification of the 
divine wifdom, by which the Ark was faved 
from detraction ; and, as fuch, lhe is very 
frequently joined with the Cabiric gods. 
Thus, in the citadel of Epidaurus, there was 
a temple of Venus, a ftatue bf Efculapius, 


* Avurspo) h a vroXv etnro ra M veoiiov Upov »rn A<7xhi)7nov koAw 
fxttot Pauf. Achaic. p. 236. I am much inclined to 

think, that the proper reading in this paflage is kocXov^uuKv^; 
for Curos is> in reality, not the name of the temple, but of the 
deity. 

f Na©- ifii Aaxkrwiov' Haterrou h Apxjxysretq. Pauf. Phoc. 

P . 8 7 9 . 

s Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 917. 

and 
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and a temple of Minerva : that of Jupiter 
the Preferver Hood at the entrance of the har- 
bour, and near it was a promontory called 
Minoa h . With a reference to the arkite wor- 
lhip, Minerva was furnamed Ergarie from 
Ereg or Erech, the ark ; under which title 
fhe was venerated both in Laconia', and in 
Beotia. She had in this laft country a tem- 
ple conjointly with Plutus, or Pluto k ; who 
was one of the Cabiri of Mnafeas, and the 
fame perfon as Adonis and Ofiris, titles, un- 
der which the fcriptural Noah received idola- 
trous honours from his poflerity. She was 
likewife called ‘Taurobolos, or Toro-Bolah, the 
fovereign mtftrefs of the tauriform Ark 1 ; Bu~ 
dea, or Bu-Dea, the goddefs of the heifer ; and 
Ethyia, or the fea-gull. 

l 

h Pauf. Lacon. p. 271. There were many other places, 
which bore the fame name of Minoa ; an appellation feemingly 
derived from Minos, who is ufually celebrated as one of the 
earlieft kings of Crete, but who appears to be the fame as the 
fcriptural Noab. Minos is Menus, or Menu : his hiftory will 
be relumed hereafter, when the folar worfhip of Crete is taken 
into confederation. Vide infra chap. vi. 

1 Pauf. Lacon. p. 25 [. 

k T»?r & A&w njr E gycLfw, Xctf avTn xaf Tltovro* o» wapenjxorc* 
wows. Pauf 1 . Boeot. p. 761. 

1 T avpoGotof, v A& j*a. Suid. Lexic. Hence likewife the pagan 
ceremony of regeneration was called Taurobolium. For an ac- 
count of this, vide infra chap. x. 

H 
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H •aoXKct $i\ B x&icw, A&vtcu>, Koqlw, 

Apuyov cw£a$ctm , m — 

Tzetzes informs us, that her title Budea al- 
luded to her having yoked oxen together in 
the plow ; while her other name Etbyia was 
given to her, becaufe the firft taught men the 
art of navigation n . In confequence of the 
introduction of the Sabian fuperftition, Miner- 
va was no lefs celebrated under folar than un- 
der arkite appellatives. Thus Minerva Corta 
had a temple in Arcadia °; Minerva Corypba- 
Jia, another at Pylos p ; and Minerva Larifsea, 
a third on the river Larifus between Achaia 
and Elis q . 

According to Clemens Alexandrinus, there 
were five Minervas : but I apprehend, that, 
notwithstanding this apparent variety, they 
are are all in reality one and the fame my- 
thological character. The firft Minerva was 


m Lycoph. Caffan. ver. 359. 

n Tzet. in loc. A tivia, is a j peeks of fea-bird,' which dives be- 
neath the waves ; and the name feems to have been metapho- 
rically applied to Minerva, from the circumftance of her being 
a diluvian goddefs. 

0 Nao$ xa* otyetbpa. A$fjm$ K opa$. Pauf. Arcad. p. 639. 

P E*1ai$ct * spot in* A$nm? KogvQeunas. Pauf, Mefien. 

P- 37 *- 

q A^aio^ $t 0^0* xat r >btotu[Xos ts Aotfiao?, xa» 

A$*jm? its\ t a m •Tapa mo? in Aapwaio?. Pauf. Achaic. p. 564* 

the 
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the daughter of Vulcan ; the fecond, of 
the Nile ; the third, of Cronus ; the fourth, 
of Jupiter, whom the Meffenians deno- 
minated Coryphajia from her mother ; while 
the fifth was the offspring of Pallas, and 
Titanis daughter of Oceanus r . The de- 
fcent of this laft deity is very remarkable : 
her father Pallas is P’Al-As, the God of 
fire ; and, from what has been already laid 
refpefting the Titanides, it is evident, that, 
in the maternal part of her genealogy, fhe is 
immediately connected with the deluge, and 
confequently with the Cabiri. Such I con- 
ceive to be the reafon, why fhe was re-, 
prefented, in her temple at Priene, failing 
in a fhip, like the Egyptian Ifis ; a mode 
of imagery, which originated, according to 
Paufanias, from the following curious le- 
gend. The goddefs, choofing to leave the 
city of Tyre where fhe had previoufly been 
worfhipped, entered into a fhip. The veffel, 
as if confcious of the prefence of the deity, 
forthwith fet fail, and at length concluded its 


T E i<r\ $s o» rajtvrt A&jragf virol&errai' tjjv ptsr, *H (pctirov, rw A$u- 
vctiu*' t> 3» NsiAou, rrjv AtyvirTiai/' Tgi'njv, rov Kgovov, rw tEroAi/xov 
it^sTuf Tfira^Tjjy, tij* Aioj, ^ Ms<rcr»jwo* Ko pt^acna* octto /xwrpos 
iin vjuai, t*j* IlaAXawoj xa» Tirado; T»jf flxtacpov. 

Clem. Alex. Cohort, ad Gent. p. 24. See alfo Jul. Firm, de 
Err. Prof. Rel. p. 32. et Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. cap. 23. 

courfe 
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courfe in the bay of Priene, at the temple of 
Juno, furnamed the Mediatrix s . The Angu- 
lar termination of this mythological voyage 
feems to intimate, that, when the Ark 
guided by the divine wifdom ceafed to float 
upon the furface of the waters, Juno or the 
dove was employed by Noah to bring him 
tidings how far the earth was habitable. 

The tradition of Minerva’s having failed 

av xa* tv sp Epv$gcct$ 'HpatxXetv, xcci A-Jbjyo? tv et 
IT ftyPV PCCV' TOVTV ftSP TOW CtyotXfJLOlTOZ glpBXGt, HpCtxXnV <?£ TV SP EfW- 
Bpctsq xotTct u^oucTriTa. To & ayaXfxa own to*? xaXovfxspotf A *y*- 
xato*?, own tvp AT7*x<y* to*? ap;£a*oTaTo*? e^s^e?* n$g t* xa* aXXo 9 
axp&vs Ef** Aiywnrhop. yet £ ^vXvp, xa* sir ctvlrjg Seo? ex Twpou 

Tr.j <S>omx»j? e|g7rXEV<7E* xa^’ wtivu $s amax, ovh av to* towto o* Epw- 
Sfaiot Xtyovaip. *fi? e? t v>v SaXacraap a(ptx sto v cr^tha Tr>p Ivpvp? 
(pxaiP etvTviP opp,*aa<&a» 'Gt^o? Hpa xaXovfts n) MewaT»j. Pauf. Achaic. 
p. 533. It is proper however to remark, that this tradition 
may poftibly relate to Hercules, and not to Minerva. The 
Greek is unfortunately fo ambiguous, that, at the beginning of 
the paftage, Paufanias appears to be fpeaking of the ftatue of 
Minerva; but at the conclufion of it, he feems rather to mean 
Hercules. K a* wt«? 0* Epw$£a*o* tijv %e^*av xotQtXxQVO’ip' ecto^o? $g 
Tat? ®£7}<rc7vat? e? To*HpaxA£*oy sr* yvpcuxvp (jlopui<;. The Latin tranf- 
lation annexed to the edition of Kubnius makes the ftatue to 
be that of Minerva, and not of Hercules. Erythris praeterea 
Herculis, et Priene Minervae delubra magna cum volupt^te vi- 
fas ; hoc certe propter dete fignum, illud ob vetuftatem. Ipfum 
fane fimulacrum, non iis quae iEginaea vocantur — But whether 
Hercules or Minerva be the deity failing in the ihip, the im- 
port of the tradition will remain unaltered ; for Hercules, as 
lhall be fhewn hereafter, was equally a marine or arkite god. 

from 
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from ‘Tyre perfectly accords with Sanchoni- 
atho’s narrative. That writer, as I have juft 
obferved, fpeaks of her as the daughter of 
Cronus, the Phenician Noah, and as the fifter 
of Perfephone or Proferpine. Hence Ulyfles, 
who conveyed away the facred ftatue of Mi- 
nerva from the citadel of Troy, is ftyled by 
Lycophron, the f eater of the Phenician God- 
defs: 

AtA(pivo<n\fW ;cA urn $omxr,f Sect; 

Having now lufficiently confidered the hif- 
tory of Cronus and his children, I fhall pro- 
ceed to inveftigate that of his collateral rela- 
tions. 

As for Betylus, who is faid by Sanchonia- 
tho to be the brother of Cronus, he is certain- 
ly a mere allegorical perfonification. The 
word is precifely the fame as the Hebrew 
Beth-El, the houfe of God ; and it alludes to 
the altar eredted by Noah, for the purpofe of 
facrificing to the Lord of Heaven and -Earth, 
after his miraculous eftape from the perils of 
the deluge.' If we turn to the page of Scrip- 

1 Lye. Caff. ver. 658. The hiftory of the Palladium and 
Dardanus will be confidered in a future page more at large. 
The Greek Athend feems to have derived her name from 
Ath-Ain, the fountain of fire ; while the Latin Minerva is 
Menah-Rabah, the great Noetic deity, R and V being letters of 
the fame organ. 

ture. 
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ture, we lhall find that Beth-El is the ufual 
patriarchal name for facred llcu6tures of this 
nature. 

“ And Jacob rofe up early in the morn- 
“ ing, and took the ftone that he had put 
“ for his pillows, and fet it up for a pillar, 
“ and poured oil upon the top of it. And 
“ he called the name of that place Betb-El: 
“ but the name of that city was called Luz 
“ at the firft. And Jacob vowed a vow, lay- 
“ ing, If God will be with me, and will keep 
“ me in this way that I go, and will give me 
“ bread to eat, and raiment to put on ; fo 
“ that I come again to my father’s houfe in 
“ peace: then lhall the Lord be my God: 
“ and this Jione , .•which I have fet for a pillar, 
“ Jhall be God’s houfe u .” 

With a fimilar allufion, no doubt, to the 
fcriptural Beth-El, Sanchoniatho mentions, 
that Uranus, or Heaven, contrived ftones called 
Betulia , which poffelfed the power of motion, 
as if they were inftindt with life 1 . Thefe 


u Gen. xxviii. 18. 

x The Greeks retained fome knowledge of thefe Betulia, as 
connected with Saturn or Noah, though they have ftrangely 
perverted the original tradition. They feigned, that, when Sa- 
turn was about to devour his fon Jupiter, Rhea gave him, in- 
ftead of the infant, a ftone named Beiylus. BmtvAos, stus t na- 
Khto l qo$h{ tu Kfovu am Atoj. Hefych. 

were, 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



A DISSERTATION 


m 

were, in all probability, facred rocking {tones } 
numbers of which, erected by the Druids, 
are to be found in various parts of our own 
ifland Y . 

Betylus then, the imaginary brother of 
Cronus, feems to be a mere personification of 
the patriarchal mode of wormip ; and is 
therefore a character of a very different nature 
from the two remaining fons of Uranus, 
whom Sanchoniatho denominates Atlas and 
Dagon. Thefe, no lefs than Cronus, Dema- 
roon, Agruerus, and Sydyk, I take to be feve- 
rally the patriarch Noah ; who was celebrated 
by the ancient heathens under a great variety 

V For an account of the connection between the Druids and 
the ancient Patriarchs fee Stukeley’s Abury and Stonehenge ; 
Cooke’s Inquiry into the Patriarchal and Druidical Religions ; 
and Borlafe’s Antiq. of Cornwall, book iii. chap. 2. and 4. 
This laft author gives the following account of a very remark- 
able (lone of the Betulian kind on the ifland of St. Agnes in 
Scilly. “ The under rock is ten feet fix high, and 47 feet in 
<c circumference round the middle, and touches the ground 
“ with no more than half its bafe. The upper rock refts on 
<c one point only, fo nice, that two or three men with a pole 
€t can move it ; it is eight feet flx high, and 47 in girt. On 
“ the,top is a large bafon, three feet eleven in diameter, (at a 
“ medium) at the brim wider, and three feet deep : by the 

globular ftiape of this upper ftone, I guefs that it has been 
“ rounded by art at leaft, if it was not placed on the hollow 
“ furface of the rock it refts upon by human force, which to 
“ me appears not unlikely.” 

of 
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of names, allufive to various parts of his hif- 
toiy. The agronomical folar fuperftition, as 
I have already obferved, was very loon in- 
grafted upon the commemorative rites of the 
Ark : hence Atlas is defcribed, as lupporting 
the heavens upon his Ihoulders; a circum- 
ftance, which, when Gripped of its poetical 
drefs, points out to us the attention paid by 
the early poftdiluvians to the motions of the 
heavenly bodies. Thus, we are informed by 
Heraclitus, that Atlas was the firft aftrono- 
mer, and that the fiction of his iuftaining the 
heavens arofe from his predicting the riling 
and letting of the liars z . 

The genealogy of Atlas is varioully detailed 
by the Greeks. The fcholiaft upon Aratus 
afligns to him two brothers, Prometheus and 
Epimetheus ; and makes him the Ion of Ura- 
nus by Clymene daughter of Oceanus a ; Apol- 
lodorus reprelents him, as the offspring of Ia- 
petus and Afxa, another of the daughters of 

2 ArXae atrip coQot ut yx. houtcl argohoyictv irgarroe xuruirr evert, 
vpoXtyetr $e ^ei^uvccq xctf [/.eretooheu; arpeuv xctf ^veretg, epySevSn (ptp&r 

tic tff/Mv rot xocfiot. Herac. de Incred. cap. 4* See alfo Diod. 
Sic. lib. iii. p. 193. Albric. Philof. de Deor. Imag. cap. 22. 
and Serv. in JEneid. lib. iv. ver. 743. 

a O & ArAaf, /xi$* e xctf 0 IIpopu£«t/s xctf 0 E irtfxnSevf, efettriStjerat 

ix re Ovgaw xctf t w re fixture Svyalg of. Schol. in Arat. 

Phaenom. p. 35. » 

vol. i. i Oceanus; 
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Oceanus b ; and Proclus defcribes him, and 
his two brothers, as the children of Iapetus, 
either by Afope, or Clymene, or Themis e . 
With regard to Prometheus, and Epime- 
theus, they each feem to be the fame perfon 
as Atlas, or the helio-arkite Noah d ; Prome- 
theus being Phra-Ma-Theus, the great folar 
deity *, and Epimetheus, Ippa-Ma-Theus, the 

b I aver* actf Afftccs t > k Slxtetpv, At os tyii to is w/iaois toy 
Ovpcnr. Apoll. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 1. Hyginus agrees with 
Apollodorus in making Atlas the Ton of Iapetus, excepting 
only that he aligns Clymene to him as a mother inftead of 
Afia. Hyg. Praef. Fab. 

c 'o IIf0fjt.9)§tvs w vatq lawtru Kctf Acuirns, *> K^v/xtwjf, n 0i-' 
pt&s. Proc. in Hefiod. p. 23. 

d Hence Prometheus is faid to have been a* Cabir&an, and a 
prieft of Ceres, or the Ark. Pauf. Boeot. p. 73S. 

c Prometheus is plainly faid by the author of the Orphic 
hymns to be the fame perlon as Cronus, or Noah. • 

Aiwo; K^om vocyytHTVf, K fOPi «wxiAo/xt/$r 
Taiik ts P\etrv)fMt **f arigotrros’ 

Tma, <P%rn ptuvcn, P sag won, espu UpopnoSiv. 

Orph. Hymn. xii. 

“ Prow , in the Birman tongue, imports Lord , and is always 
€t annexed to the name of a facred building $ it is likewife a 
“ fovereign and a facerdotal title, and is frequently ufed by an 
“ inferior, when addreffing his fuperior. The analogy between 
“ the Birmans and ancient Egyptians, in the application of 
" this term, as alfo in many other particulars, is highly de- 
** ferving of notice. Pbra was the proper name, under which 
“ the Egyptians firft adored the Sun, before it received the al- 
“ legorical appellation of OJiris , or author of time $ they like- 
wife 
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great deity of the Ark : the defcent however 
of Atlas from Iapetus is a precile inverfion of 
his real genealogy ; for Iapetus, or Japhet, 
was the fon, not the father, of Noah. 

The mother of Atlas, as we have juft leen, 
is fometimes laid to he Clymenfc, fome times 
Themis, fometimes Afopfc, and fometimes 
Afia. Clymen& is a contra&ion of Cula-Me- 
nah, the Noetic Ark ; Themis was one of the 
feven Titanides ; and Afope appears to have 
borrowed her name from the worfhip of As- 
Op, the folar ferpent . In a fimilar manner, 
both Alia the allegorical, parent of Atlas, and 
Afia the continent, feem alike to have derived 
their refpe<ftive appellations from As ,fre, in 
allufion to the propenfity of the oriental world 


“ wife conferred the fame title on their kings, and on their 
u priefts. In the firft book of Mofes, Pharaoh gives Jofeph to 
(l wife the daughter of Potipberab, prieft of On. In the book 
t( of Jeremiah a king of Egypt is ftyled Pharaoh- Hopbra ; and 
“ it is not a very improbable conje&ure, that the title of Pba~ 
“ raob, given to fucceflive kings of Egypt, is a corruption of 
“ the word Pbraw, or Prow, in its original fenfe fignifying 
“ the Sun, and applied to the fovereign and prieftbood, as the 
u reprefentatives on earth of that fplendid luminary ” Afiat. 
Ref. vol. v. p. irj. 

The words prieft of On feem to have been added by the fa- 
cred hiftorian as explanatory of the title Potipberab . A prieft 
of On is a prieft of the Sun j and Potipherah is Petah-Phrah, 
which (ignifies likewife a prieft of the Sun . 

I 2, to 
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to beftow idolatrous honours upon the folar 
Noah f . Hence we find, that, in the language 
of the Myfteries, all things were faid to have 
fprung from one fire 6 ; by which nothing 
more was meant, than that Noah, who was 
worlhipped in conjunction with the Sun, was 
the univerfal father of mankind. 

When the rites of the eaft were imported 
into Greece, a ‘ftrong charge was given, that 
barbaric names fhould never be changed h : 
concerning which injunction it is obferved by 
Pfellus, that there are facred names of ineffa- 
ble import, preferved in the myfteries of eve- 
ry nation, and delivered to them immediately 
by the gods ; a circumftance, which makes 
it unlawful to tranflate them into the Greek 
language The word Atlas I apprehend to 

f The Lydians, according to Herodotus, afferted, that the 
great eaftem continent borrowed its title \ from Afieus, the fon 
of Cotys, the fon of Manes. — Av$ot, pu/xsrot ocwo A a\%u, rov Ko- 
rvof, t« M etptv, xfxAijaSa* r::r Acrictv. Herod, lib. iv. cap. 45. 
This Alieus I take to be Nimrod, fo called from his having 
introduced the worfhip of fire. His father Cotys is Cufh, or, 
as the Babylonians ftyled him, Cuth 5 and Manes is Menus, 
the Noah of Scripture. In this genealogy Ham has been omit- 
ted between Manes and Cotys. 

g Etcr*» w arret vrvpos cyo; iyfeyoturu, Orac. Magic, p. 22 . 
h Ofo/xaxa ffagGacgac. ^ wot aMafyc. Ibid. p. JO, 

* Taring oro/xara sKurot; insert Sm wa^a&ra, hjtafx «r 

V rati T6>.it«k M » ev (jwt uMafy* avra ttq rw 

*EX- 
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be one of thefe facred names, being com- 
pounded of At-Al-As, the fiery god of heat, or 
the Sun, in the conjunction with which the 
patriarch Noah was idolatroufly reverenced. 

According to Sanchoniatho, the aftronomi- 
cal Atlas was thrown by his brother Cronus 
into a deep pit. I am much inclined to 
think, that this wild legend relates only to a 
mode of contemplating the heavenly bodies, 
which, we are informed, was ufual among 
the ancient aftronomers. They are faid to 
have caufed themfelves to be let down to the 
bottom of pits, in order that they might be 
able to fee the liars in the day time j by means 
of which contrivance, they prevented the pic- 
ture on the retina of the eye from being con- 
fufed or difturbed by adventitious rays of 
light k . 

As Atlas, conlidered in one point of view, 
is the Sun, fo, if we examine his character in 

'em.?, wear &aAs*To*. Pfel. Schol. in Orac. Magic, p. Jo, Plato 
fpeaks to the fame purpofe in his Cratylus : E nov yap, ot* iroXha 
el *£ opofxara, aXhvq t s x«* ol vtto to*j /3ag€apoiq oixbvrec, Grape 
T up (3a%Gapuv E* tk £*?to* ravra xara Trjp *EAAr3P»x»}» Qu- 

pyp, uq toixoruq xht at, aXha, pm xan txeiw, rjq to ovo pa t vy%apt9 
op, oi&a, ot* acwopoi a*. See alfo Jamblichus cited in the preced- 
ing chapter. Thefe extra&s will fufficiently Ihew the propri- 
ety of deriving the terms of Greek mythology from the orien- 
tal diale&s. 

k Adams’s Ledt. on Nat. Philof. vol. ii. p. 317. 

13 another 
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another point, we lhall have fufficient reafon 
to conclude, that he is alfo a diluvian god. 
Thus, as it appears from the preceding ac- 
count of his genealogy, he is reprefented as a 
defeendant of the Ocean; and thus Nonnus 
bellows upon him the title of Titanius, or di- 
luvian, from his connexion with the hiftory 
of the deluge. 

— — Ei ocTf Mart) 

Xufm* H Mxrpfjy Tnifvtos tiQtrtv ArXctf K 

He is furthef faid to have been the firft king 
of Arcadia, or the land of the divine Ark m ; 
the hulband of Pleione, or Bala-Ionah, the 
lordly dove n ; and the father of the feven Plei- 
ades °, whole hillory plainly Ihews them to be 
the fame as the leven Cabirides, or Titanides, 
At prefent however I mull delill from a more 
particular analylis of the curious legend of 
the diluvian Atlas, referving it for that por- 
tion of my work, which treats of the various 
countries devoted to the Cabiric fuperllition p . 

With regard to Dagon, which I apprehend 
to be another of the many titles, under which 


1 Dionyf. lib. iv. p. 7 a. 
m Dionyf. Halic. Ant. Ronv lib. i. cap. 61. 
n Di&. Cret. dc Bel. Troj. lib, i. up. 9. 

0 Schol. in Arat. Phcen. p. 35. 

P Vide infra chap; vi. 

Noah 
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Noah was worfliipped, he was reprefented, 
like Derceto the Aflyrian Venus, as having a 
human body terminating in the tail of a fifti. 
Derceto however, or Atargatis, was a mere 
perfonifi cation of the lunar Ark ; whence, as 
we learn from Simplicius, Ihe was ftyled by 
her votaries the receptacle of the gods*. Ac- > 
cordingly, we are informed by Xanthus the 
Lydian,' that Ichthus, or Dagon, was fuppofed 
to be her fon r ; becaufe the Ark was the al- 
legorical parent of Noah. 

„ The names both of Dagon and Atargatis 
are purely defcriptive, the iormer being Dag- 
On, the folar fijh-god, in other words Noah 
worjhipped in conjunction with the Sun ; and 
the latter being a corruption of Adar-Daga, 
the illujlrious fjh*. In allufion to this fymbo- 


4 Tvputv Arafyaru reorop Btm Simp, in A rift. 

Aufc. Phyf. lib. iv. 

r Athen. Deipnof. lib. viii. p. 34 6. 

* This deity had a temple in one of the iflands of the Delta, 
called Atarbecbis , or Adar-Beth, the bouje of Adar ; the Tb in 
Betb being changed into C , as in the iimilar reading of Bal- 
Bec for Bal-Beth, the bouje of Baal. Ovtopa tji Arafin%* 4 * * * * 9 
*> avry A$po&iry{ ipor ay »o». Herod, lib. ii. cap. 41* She feems 
to have given her name Adar or Atbyr to the fecond of the 
Egyptian months ; the very month, in ftiort, on the feventeenth 
day of which Ofiris was inclofed in the Ark, when purfued by 

the fury of Typhon, or the Ocean. “ In the fix hundredth 
“ year of Noah’s life, in the fecond month, the feventeenth day of 

“ the month, the fame day were all the fountains of the great 
1 4 " deep 
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lical mode of reprefentation. Rabbi Kimchi, 
commenting upon the paflage in Scripture, 
which relates the overthrow of Dagon before 
the ark of God, obferves, that, after his head 
and his hands had been broken off, nothing 
was left but the figure of a fifh *. 

There is indeed every reafon to believe, 
that Dagon is no other, than the Oannes of 
the Chaldeans, and the Vijhnou of the Hin- 
doos. 

Oannes is faid by Alexander Polyhiflor to 
have been compounded of a man and a fifh. 
By day he afeended from the waters of the 
Red fea, and conveyed his inflrudlions in a 
human voice to the aflembled multitudes; 
but at night he retired from the land, and 
concealed himfelf within the receffes of the 
Ocean u . From him the Chaldeans derived 
their knowledge of the creation of the world; 
a knowledge, which they could only have re- 
ceived from that great patriarch, who, on ac- 
count of his fingular prefervation in the midfl 
of the ! waters, would naturally be reprefented 
in the fhape of a mer-man by his allegoriz- 
ing pofterity. 

“ deep broken up —In the fdf-famt day entered Noah — into the 
« Arkr 

x Seld. de Diis Syr. Synt. ii. cap. 3. 
u Alex. Polyhift. apud Synceili Chronog. p. 29. 

As 


Digitized by 


Google 



ON THE fcABIRI. 


121 


As for the Vijhnou of Hindoftan, he is faid 
to have affumed, in the firft of the Avatars, 
precifely the fame form as that, in which 
Dagon and Derceto are ordinarily depicted ; 
and, from the confpicuous part, which he 
bears in the Hindoo account of the deluge, 
there can be little reafon to doubt, of the con- 
nection of Dagon alfo with the fame event x . 

This deity however was not always repre- 
fented as being abfolutely, and literally, com - 
fot^naed of a man and a fea-monfter. In the 
Matfya Avatar , which has juft been noticed, 
Vilhnou appears to ifTue out of the mouth of 
a fifh, which elevates itfelf above the furface 
of the water ; and Oannes is defcribed by Be- 
rofus as having a human head and human 
feet, as well as a filh’s head and a filh’s tail 7 . 
Such probably was the moft ancient mode of 
reprefenting Noah, in allufion to his proceed- 
ing out of the Ark, which was fymbolized 
not unaptly by the image of a huge fea-mon- 
fter z . 

x See A fiat. Refearcb. vol. i. p. 230. and a print of this 
Avatar in Maur. Hift. of Hind. vol. i. 

y To (am aXAo cvjAa 1*^1 viro tj?i xtfaXi jr magavrtfv 

xvtcu xtQx&yv vvoxarv rnq tv iy$v°s xt$a\w, xou mobat bfx ©i- 

OJf avS^TTtt, 'BTOtgCtTFiQvxOTaf h tK T V{*( TV El POf h etvrv 

Qvw ap$puwv' Tvjt h tixotet av tv m xtts pvp hafvXao'at&at. Berof. 
apud Seld. de Diis Syris, Synt. ii. cap. 3. 

2 Hence Cetene, one of the derivatives of Cetus, a fea-mon- 
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The love of augmenting the number of 
their gods, fo prevalent, among the ancient 
mythologies, occasioned them to feign four 
different Oannes, who focceffively made their 
appearance out of the Red fea*. One of 
thefe was called Odacon, which is a manifest 
corruption of Dagon, arifing, as it feems, from 
the inadvertence of fome carelefs Greek tran- 
scriber b . Dagon was the peculiar god of 
the Phijiiftinesi who are fuppofed by Captain 
Wilford to have been a very ancient colony 
of the Indian Palli c . If the opinion of this 
learned and ingenious writer be well founded, 
the reafon of the Similarity between ViShnou 
and Dagon will appear in a yet more Striking 
point of view. 

The account, which Sanchoniatho gives of 
Dagon, exactly agrees with the historical cha- 
racter of Noah. He is faid to have been the 
inventor of bread, from which circumstance 
he was called Siton j and the firtt contriver 

Jier, fignifies a large Jbif. Kmtini, wXoio, ptya tit xtrrof. He* 
fych. 

» It is poffible indeed, that thefe four Oannes may be Noab, 
Shem, Ham, and Japbet. The Red fea, as we ihall hereafter 
find, is repreiented by the poets, as the principal fcenc of the 
exploits of Bacchus, or Noab. 

b Inftead of • A aytn he wrote Sliamu. Vide Seld. de Diis 
Syris, Synt. ii. cap. 3. 

* Wilford on Egypt in Afiat. Refearch. vol. iii. 

-of 
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of the plow, which procured him the title of 
'Jupiter- Arotrius. In fadt, like Agruerus, 
whofe hiflory has been already confidered, 
he was one of the many deities, in whom the 
great diluvian and agricultural patriarch was 
adored by his infatuated pofterity. 

The author of the Etymologtcon Magnum 
removes all poffibility of doubt upon the fub- 
je&, by plainly averting, that Betagon is the 
Phenician name of Cronus, or Noah d . He 
confounds indeed the temple with the deity, 
to whom it was confecrated, Betagon being 
evidently a compound of Beth-Dagon ; but, 
when this flight inaccuracy has been rectified, 
his aflertion will no lels tend to prove the 
identity of Dagon and Cronus, and confe- 
quently of Dagon and Noah. 

Dagon was fometimes worshipped under the 
appellations of Nebo and Nifrocb . Hence we 
find, that the LXX. in tranflating the paf- 
fage of Ifaiah, which defcribes the bowing 
down of Bel, and the Hooping of Nebo, fub- 
ftitute Dagon for Nebo ; and that, in a flmi- 
lar manner, the Hebrew of Tobit , publilhed 
by Munfter, calls Nifroch Dagon e . Nebo or 
Nabo feems to be Nah-Bo, tbp t auric Noah ; 

* B nrctyn, o Kpoo* foo Qtmxm, 

9 See Calmet’s Didt, Vox Nifroch. 

, and 
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and Nifroch to be Nus-Aroch, the arkite Noah. 
Kircher thinks, that Nifroch was reprefented 
as a man failing in a lhip j and obferves, that 
the Rabbins derived the word from Nefra- 
Noacha (KITlJ-fODJ) the plank of Noah f . 
I prefer however the former etymology, which 
appears to me more eafy and natural. The 
LXX. in one part of their tranflation, exprefs 
Nifroch by Meforach ; and, in another, by 
Afarach e . I think it probable, that that 
deity was iridifferently called by all thefe va- 
rious names, the feveral fignifications of which 
however are virtually the fame : for, as Nif- 
roch is Nus-Aroch, the arkite Noah , fo Afarach 
is As-Arach, the arkite folar deity, and Me- 
forach is M’Es-Orach, the great arkite folar 
deity. I am perfuaded, that this Nifroch or 
Afarach is the very fame mythological cha- 
racter as the Trojan Aflaracus, who is de- 
fcribed as the brother of Ilus, the fon of 
Tros, the grandfon of Erichthonius, and the 
great-grandfon of Dardanus. The whole of 
this famous genealogy is a mere feries of re- 
petitions, as I fhall hereafter fhew at large h . 
At prefent therefore I fhall content myfelf 

f Kirch. Panth. apud Beyer. Addit. ad Seld. de Dis Syris, 
P - 3 * 3 - 

g See Seld. de.Dis Syris, Synt. ii. cap. io. 

h Vide infra chap. vi. 

with 
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•with obferving, upon the authority of San- 
choniatho, that Ilus was only another name 
of Cronus. 

Hercules- Meltcart bus alfo, and Pofidon or 
Neptune *, feem, as will . appear in the fe- 
quel, to be, no lefs than Cronus or Dagon , 
titles, of Noah. The former of thefe dei- 
ties is faid to be the fon of Demaroon, or 
Da-Ma-Aron y the great arkite\ and the lat- 
ter, of Pontus, or thefea. Hercules accord- 
ingly, when confidered in one point, of view, 
is the Sun, but, when confidered in another, 
is the god of the Ark ; while Neptune is al- 
legorically reprefented as the offspring of . the 
ocean, and as enjoying a grant of Berytus in 
conjunction with the Cabiri. The Latin ti- 
tle of Neptune is perhaps compounded of Nu- 
Hiph-Tanin, the Hippian Fijh-god Noah ; and 
his Greek name Pojidon feems to be Bos- 
Adon, the lordly bull. In perfect conformity 
with thefe appellations, he is fuppofed to have 
affumed, at different times, the feveral forms 
of a horfe k , a dolphin l , and a bull m ; . all 
which animals were ufed as fymbols of the 
principal god of the Ark. Hence he is deno- 

1 Vide fupra p. 16. 

k Ovid. Metam. lib. vi. ver. 1 18 . 

1 Ibid. ver. 120. 

® Ibid. ver. 1 15. 

minated 
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initiated by Hefiod "the t auric god ; and is cele- 
brated by him as the defender of Thebah, or 
the Ark . 

T ewftOf iLvpooryeuof, 

'Of QtiSt/f KfnkfAntv tyfi, pverctj re ©oAij* n . 

Upon which Tzetzes obferves, that the tau- 
ric Neptune was highly venerated in Beotia, 
or the land of the heifer, and particularly at 
Qncheftus, or the city of the Ocean °. 

Sanchoniatho concludes his narrative with 
informing us, that the circumftances detailed 
in it were recorded by the feven Cabin, and 
their eighth brother Efculapius, at the com- 
mand of the God Taautus. As for this Taau- 
tus or Thoth, there is every realbn to think, 
that he is the fame mythological character as 
the Hermes of the Greeks, the Mercury of the 
Latins, the Buddha of the Hindoos, the Fobi 
of the Chinefe, and the Wodin of the Scandi- 
navians ; in other words, as I lhall hereafter 
attempt to fhew at large p , all thefe ancient 
perfonages are equally the patriarch Noah. 
Hence Taautus, although Sanchoniatho very 
erroneoully defcribes him as the fon of Mifor 
or Mizraim, is neverthelefs faid by that wri- 


n Hcf. Scut. Here. ver. 104. 

• Tzet. Schol. in loc. 

* Vide infra chap. v. 

ter 
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ter to have exercifed a fort of authority over 
the Cabiri, commanding them to write thole 
memoirs, from which the Phenicfan mytho- 
logift profefles to have copied his narrative. 

The following tables contain a lummary 
of the remarks, which have been made, in the 
prefent chapter, upon the Phenician Hiftory 
of Sanchoniatho. 


TABLE I. 

REAL PERSONS. 


Eliun-Hypfiftus. God the Moll High. 


Antediluvian Line of Cain. 


1. Protogonus. 

2. Genus'. 

3. Phos. 

4. Caflius. 

5. Memrumus. 

6 . Agreus. 

7. Chiyfor. 

8. Technites. 


1. Adam. 

2. Cam. 

3. Enoch. 

4. Irad. 

5. Mehujael. 

6 . MethufaeL 

7. Lamech. 

8 . Jabal. 


Pojfdiluvian Line of Noah. 


Firft genera- 
tion. 




‘Agruerus. 

Sydyk. 

Aiclepius. 

Taautus. 

Cronus. 

Dagon. 

Atlas. 

Demaroon. 

Melicarthus. 

.Neptune. 



Noah. 


Second 
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Second gene- I 
. ration. ^ 


f Amynus-Magus. 
Cronus Junior.' 
Jupiter- Bel us. 
Apollo. 

The feven Cabiri. 
.The feven Titans. J 
Third gene- C Mifor. 

ration. I Sons of Cabiri. 


& — • 


Ham. 

rShem. 

1 Ham. 
Ljaphet. 
r The family of 
1 Noah. 
Mizraim. 
Grandchildren 
of Noah. 


TABLE II. 

ALLEGORICAL PERSONS. 


Beruth. 

The divine covenant. 

Uranus. 

Heaven. 

Ge. 

Earth. 

Betylus. 

Beth-El. 

Minerva. 

The divine wifdom. 

Dion£. 

The dove. 

AftartS. 'j 

rThe Ark worlhipped 

Proferpine. > 

< in conjunction with 

Rhea. J 

L the Moon. 

Nereus. 


Pontus. > 

The diluvian ocean. 

Typhon. J 



To avoid confufion, I have noticed in thefe 
tables no perfons, excepting thofe who are 
mentioned by Sanchoniatho. Hence Venus, 
Derceto, Semiramis, Juno, and feveral other 
mythological characters, w.hofe hiftory has 
been difcufled in the courfe of the prefent 
chapter, are purpofely omitted in the tables. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

THE IDENTITY OP THE CABIRI, CORYBANTES, 
CURETES, DIOSCORI, ANACTES, DII MAGNI, 
IDEI DACTYLI, TELCHINES, LARES, PENA- 
TES, MANES, TITANS, AND ALETJEj AND 
THE MYTHOLOGICAL CHARACTER OP THE 
HEATHEN GODDESSES.' 

Sanchoniatho clofes the account, 

■which he gives of Agruerus the great god of 
Phenicia, by aflerting, that he and his con- 
temporaries were the perfons known by the 
names of Aletee, or fire-'voorjhippers , and ’Ti- 
tans, or diluvians*. He obferves moreover, 
that the Titans were the children of Cronus, 
and that they were feven in number ; accord- 
ingly, with their parent AgrueruS or Cronus 
at their head, their number is exactly the fame 
as that of the perfons preferved in the Ark. 
In a more extended fignification indeed, all 
the diluvians were called Titans, which will 
account for the apparent inconfiftency obferv- 


* Aletes , as I have already obferved, is derived from Al-Ait, 
the god of f re $ and Titan , from Tit, the colluvies of the deluge . 

VOL. I. K able 
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able in their hiftory ; for, while the wicked- 
nefi, and confequent deftruttion, of the old 
world is poetically defcribed by the war of 
the Titans againft Jupiter b , the arkite Titans 
are reprefented as the great gods of the Gen- 
tiles, and as the offspring of Cronus and 
, Rhea c . Cronus however, as we have feen, 
was the fame perfon as Sydyk and Agruerus ; 
whence it will follow, that, fince the feven 
Titans were the children of Cronus, and the 
feven Cabiri the children of Sydyk, we can 
have very little reafon to doubt their identity. 
The truth of this fuppofition is yet further 
proved by the remarkable circumftance of the 
fcriptural name of Japhet being accurately 
preferred in the lift of the Titans d . 

b This will be (hewn at large in a fubfequent chapter. 

c In other words, the children of Noah and the Ark. It is 
highly neceflary, in an analyfis of the Titanic hiftoiy, to re* 
colledt this diftindtion between the impious and the arkiti Ti- 
tans. 

d According to the author of the works afcribed to Orpheus, 
the names of the feven arkite Titans were Cdus, Creus, Phorcys; 
Cronus, Oceaftus, Hyperion, and Iapetus. 

K#*o* ts, Kpoio 9 Ti fAiyetv, Qofxvv Tt xpai am, ' 

Kflu K{p*o 9 , Slxecttoir S*, r*, Iattstc^ re. 

Orph. apud Proc. in Tim. lib. v. p, 295. 

I have no doubt of the feven Titans or Cabiri being the fame 
alfo as the ieven Riftiis of the Hindoo mythology, who are faid 
to have efcaped in a boat along with Menu the head of their 
family. The Hindoos, in their wild legends, have varioufly 

per- 
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The Cabiri were alfo worfliipped under the 
various titles of Diofcori, Corybantes , Curetes, 
Idti DaStyli, AnaSles, and Tele bines. San- 
choniatho himfelf aferibes to them the two 
firft of thefe appellations ; and his authority 
is corroborated by the teftimony of Strabo', 
and Clemens Alexandrinus f . Julius Firmi- 
cus, fpeaking of the murder of one of the 
Corybantes by his two brethren 8 , aflerts, that 
he was a Cabirus h ; and Suidas mentions it 
as the prevailing opinion, that the term Cure - 
tes was only another name of the Corybantes*. 

perverted the hiftory of the Noachid®, yet it is remarkable, 
that they feetn religioufly to have adhered to the Humber 
feven : hence Captain Wilford very judicioufly obferves, that 
“ perhaps the feven Menus, the feven Brahmadicas, and the 
€i feven Rifhis, are the fame, and make only feven individual 
u perfons. The feven Brahmadicas were prajapatis, or lords of 
" the prajas, or creatures. Prom them mankind were born, 
"and they are probably the fame with the feven Menus— 
" Thefe feven gfand anceftors of the human race were— created 
** for the purpofe of replenifliing the earth with inhabitants.” 
Afiat. Ref. vol. v. p. 246. The mutual refemblance of the 
Cabiri, the Titans, the Rilhis, and the Noetic family, is too 
ftriking to be the effect of mere accident. 

e Ttff K ofi/oarraq oi fxtv rtf Aio$ xott KacMiovryg fetat, rug avrovg 

tikK^ok. Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 472. 

f St rug KopvCarra; xaXuntg, xat rthttyt K aGetfixw x«t- 

ayfiXWir. Clem. Alex. Cohort, ad Gent. p. 16 . 

8 More (hall be faid of this murder hereafter. 
h Jul. Finn. de Error. Prof. Rel. p. 23. 

1 They were reckoned the guards of Jupiter, and, like the 
K 2 Titans, 
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Paufanias informs us, that the inhabitants of 
Amphifla in Phocis celebrated myfteries in 
honour of the Anadtes, who were fuppofed to 
be the Diofcori, the Curetes, or the Cabiri k ; 
the ancient Scholiaft upon Aratus declares the 
Curetes, the Corybaptes, and the Idei Dadtyli, 
to be the fame 1 •, and Nonnus joins together 
the Corybantes, the Cabiri, the Idei Dadtyli, 
and the Telchines. 

II qutx fjtev ex A tifivoio ■av^/ryXux^os t(/7rv»if 
ete?k.rieoret, XctfjLH 5 myt 7revxy\, 

'tied? 'RQeufoio Svu B’u^e K ctGeigxr, 

Ovyojaa, /u-firpor excmtf o/wyviov if mcpog ctfttyu 
Ovycvia xa,Ax,r\i rexe Q(n\ios<t K etSet^u, 

A Atfuv, EuqvpisJ'av re ittifMves e%et(>euvof. 

Kaf /3Aoovget Kpryfa aeXbjfyvro /uax^raf, 
ActxrvXot lfcuoi K^ycvayz wter^er ee/Trvti?, 
Ttiyevtes Ko/wGavrer ofJUfAv^es' coy ©are 'P«*f 
Ex % 3 ’oi'cs’ cuurare AeTov a»&\a/m<rt yeyeB’Xtw. 

Kaf vtQtfMS rtyt/xovdje ^o^oarAexeaui' K opy&avruv 

Titans, were the children of Rhea. Ewoi res Kepvras, *at r ws 
K ogvGeurras res ccv res vimhrjlpuau ttW h A»o< rpaftts ovr6t 
xat ^vAaxif* rue; h avres hxa (pant* uKKoi h »m a* vi<rat h tw 
*Peas maths- Suid. Lex. Vox. KopvGctrrtq. 

k A yetrt h xat rw re\errjp 0 i A ipupunms Avxxrvi xaAepitw p mai- 
h>9. O truss h turn ol Atetxrts maths, e xara ravra in* it£*r 
fjttfot, a&a ol fxtp emetf A toexeges, ol h Kov^ras, ol h vrXtop rt tut - 
rucrSat lo/Ai^orTif, KaGtyes Xtye<rt. Phoc. p. 896. 

1 Kepyrss h, xat YLopvGatTss, xat I httot Aaxr vfat, ol avrot tten- 

Schol. in Arat. Phoen. p. 9. 

n vtfiKof, 
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Tlv^txif, lJeuof re tmxecarccX os, ols kfut jS cuvuv 
Kytooriof cuoAa (pvAa. mqawfiof unrKire KvgCas, 

K of (pS'cvepoi TeA%wr ts fM&ov Iviav 

Ex @v9su xeveuvof aoXXifyno S'etX&crtif' 

Kcq JoAi%>] TmXa/xy S'oveuv m^/ifAvixerov cuxf*»\v 
HA5s Atxof’ xetf KeAftig eQaarero Aapva/tevti'i, 
HctTg/ov iS’uvav Hom&i'iov a,(>fM 3’<*A<tar>jf 111 . 

To thefe authorities may be added the in- 
fcription, pre/erved in the palace Grimani at 
Venice, to which place it was carried from 
Aquileia. Fetus Tctiov A%<x(>veus Ugevs yevopevos 
Qeuv MeyatXuv A locrxxguv KctCetpuv tuv tm Atovv- 
<riv tv fiera Aix.itrx.ov aqr/pvTos svtcturu t$gv<rocTo n . 
“ Gaius, the fon of Gaius, an Acarnanian, 
“ the prieft of the Dii Magni, Diofcori, Ca- 
“ biri 0 , erected this monument, during the 
“ archonlhip of Dionylius, the fucceflor of 
“ Lycifcus.” 

The Cabiri were likewife denominated 
Lares?, and Penates. Hence Theodoret af- 
firms, that the Diofcori were the fame, as the 
Epheftii, and Anadtes q ; while Hyginus main- 


m Nonni Dionyf. lib. xiv. p. 251. 
n Montfaucon’s Suppl. vol. i. book. v. chap. 4. 

0 Similar to this is an ancient infeription mentioned by 
Gruter, p. 319. ©«o» [Atya\ 01, Aioaxttpoi, Ka&Hgot. 

p Lar is a contraction of El-Ar, the folar ditty ; whence the 
term Lares is equivalent to the folar Cabiri . 

3 K at [Ait tq\, xai Tvdctp^as Bess txaht rat xa t Awcrx*- 

K 3 
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tains the identity of the Corybantes, the Cure- 
tcs, and the Lares r . Hence alfo Virgil unites 
the Penates, with the Dii Magni, or Cabin ; 

Feror exul in altum. 

Cum fociis, natoque, Penatibus, et Magnis Dls*. 

and defcribes Auguftus as bringing them into 
the naval battle of Adtium. 

Hinc Auguftus agens Italos in pnelia Caefar, 
Cum patribus, populoque, Penatibus, et Magn 
nis Dis, 

^ Stans celfa in puppi 

Another title, by which the Cabiri werb 
known, was that of the Manes ; while their 
mother was fuppofed to have been called Ma- 
nia. 

PofTumus, ft videtur, fays Amobius, fum- 
matim aliquid et de Laribus dicere, quos ar- 
bitrate vulgus vicorum atque itinerum Deos 
elTe. In diverfis Nigidius fcriptis modo tac- 
torum domuumque cuftodes ,* modo Curetas 
illos, qui occultafle perhibentur Jovis aeribus 
aliquando vagitum ; modo Digitos Samo- 

unpavat, xat Efirw, **» Ataxaf. Theod. Graecan. Affect, 
lib. viii. 

1 Graece Curetes liint appellati ; alii Corylantes dicuntur $ hi 
autcm Lares appellantur. Hyg. Fab. 139. 

• .flSneid !jb. iii. vcr. 11. 

* Ibid. lib. viii. ver. 678. 

, thracios, 
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thracios, quos quinquc indicant Graeci Idaeos 
Da&ylos nuncupari. Varro fimiliter haefitans, 
nunc efle illos Manes, et ideo Maniam matrem 
efle eognominatam Larum ; — nunc antiquo- 
rum fententias fequens larvas elTe dicit Lares, 
quail quofdam genios, et fundlorum animas 
mortuorum u . 

The term Manes indeed is ufually applied 
to the fouls of the deceafed ; but the reafon 
of fuch an application will plainly appear, 
when the fabulous hiflory of the infernal re- 
gions is taken into confideration x . At pre- 
fent therefore I fliall only obferve, that the 
Hades of the Myfteries was not, like the 
Hades of the popular belief, the imaginary 
refidence of departed ipirits; but that the 
whole of its terrific machinery relates partly 
to the Sabian idolatry, and partly to the events 
of the deluge, when the fountains of the 
vaft deep, where Plato fixes Tartarus and the 
four rivers of hell y , were broken up, when 
the ftreams of Styx or hatred overflowed the 
habitable globe, and when a deathlike gloom 
brooded over the furface of the mighty wa- 
ters. The mafculine name Manes, and the 

u Ajmob. adv. Gpnt. lib. iii. p. 124, 

* Vide infra chap. v. 
y Phaed. fe&. 60, 61, 62. 

k 4 femi- 
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feminine Mania , like the Menu of Hindoftan, 
the Minos of Crete, the Mneuis and Menes of 
Egypt, the Mannus of Germany, and the Me- 
nes of Lydia, are equally derived from the 
fcriptural appellative Nub or Noah. Mania in 
fliort is the Noetic Ark ; and her allegorical 
children, the Manes, however their hiftory 
may have been corrupted, are no other than 
the patriarch and his family. 1 

With regard to the genealogies of the Ca- 
biric gods, Nonnus reprefents the Corybantes 
as the fons of Mercury % the Telchines as the 
children of Neptune, and the Cabiri as the 
fons of Vulcan a ; Tzetzes defer ibes the Cure- 
tes as the offspring of Apollo and Danais b ; 
Apollodorus makes the Corybantes the chil- 
dren of Apollo and Thalia c ; Hefiod afferts, 
that the Curetes and the Satyrs were defend- 
ed from Hecateus, and a daughter of Phoro- 
neus d j and Sanchoniatho informs us, that the 
Titans were the fons of Cronus, and the Ca- 
biri of Sydyk. Some deduced the origin of 

z Nonni Dionyf. lib. xiii. p. 233. 

a Nonni Dionyf. lib. xiv. p. 231. See the whole paflage 
cited above, p. 132. 

b Kupulff, Act retiree xcci Truces. Schol, 

in Lycoph. ver. 78. 

c £« xat AnoKKuvo; tytiono KopvSant;, Apollod. Bibl. 

lib. i. cap. 3, 

d Hefiod. apud Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 471. 

the 
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the Corybantes from the Sun and Minerva ; 
others, from Cronus, or Saturn ; and others 
from Jupiter and Calliope : all however agreed 
in efteeming them the fame as the Samo- 
thracian Cabiri; and many, with great proprie- 
ty, fuppofed them to be the fervants of He- 
cate, or the Ark. Acufilaus the Argive af- 
firms, that Camilus, or Mercury, was the fon 
of Vulcan and Cabira, and the father of the 
three Cabiri, from whom were born the three 
Cabirides : and laftly Pherecydes mentions, 
that the Corybantes were the' children of 
Apollo and Rhytia, and that they inhabited 
Samothrace; while the three Cabiri and the 
three Cabirides w r ere the offspring of Vulcan, 
by Cabira the daughter of Proteus e . 

It has been obferved, that the feven Titans 
a?re the fame as the feven Cabiri, and that 
Cronus is faid to be the father of the feven 
Titanides ; we may therefore naturally ex- 

% 

e K ogvGavTtq Ttvtg xat *HAtot; ®rat&y. Eti ^ 

K pont nv$q me KopvGa*T*e‘ o t ¥ m Ato$ xa t KaAAtoar?j$ (pacrt, rove 
avrovq rote Kaioftpot* ovTaq' avrt}$Eiv ¥ rovTovq it s SajuoS^axt?* xaA#- 
fuiijr «P£oti§o* raq •mpct^t\q ccvtuv (xvrma; it rat. — Ot <h 

Exarujc topoevroteq vofjuZpva rove Ktipnrctq rovq avrovq Totq KoqvGoijw 
A xticr&aoe ¥ o Apyuoq ix KaCstpj xat *H£atr» K a/xtAo* A«- 
ytt* rovq & rpnq Ket&tipove, uv pace KuGtipiSatq. Qsgixvhg ¥ <5 
AwoAAwvos xat Ptma? KopvGocvTxq tvv&u’ owner cu ¥ avrovq tv 2a /xo- 
sx Ka£ftppj r r,q Tl^urtuq xat H^atrtf* KaGtipuq Tpetq, xai 

9 vp<p»e T^tiq Ka^i^i^aj. Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 472, 

pedl, 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



* 3 8 


A DISSERTATION 


pe<ft, that thefe laft would be efteemed Cabl- 
rae. Accordingly we learn from an infcrip- 
tion of Methapus the Athenian, who was fup- 
pofed to have inftru&ed the Thebans in the 
arkite Myfteries, that fome of the Cabiric dei- 
ties were reckoned goddefles. 

H yvim JV 'Ef/ioio Sopae re xtA&fttt 
IJetrpof xctf zs^aroyoya .xugpf o-9i (pam 
Meortivlw %ivaf puyaAcum Jtcumv ayavet , f . 


Hence, as we have already feen, upon the 
authority of Euthymius Zegabcnus, Venus 
was efteemed a Cabira\ hence likewife the 
fountain Cabura was facred to Juno ; hence 
Ceres is called by Paufanias Cabtria e ; and 
hence both Ceres and Proferpine are enume- 
rated by Mnafeas in his lift of the Cabin h . 
Moft indeed of the ancient goddeffes are fo 


f Pauf. Meflen. p. 282. The Pater Protogonus , here men- 
tioned, is Noah ; who was called Protogonus , in allufion to his 
being the firft-bom of his allegorical mother the Ark, and Pa- 
ter, or more properly Patur, (~I0D) as having come forth from 
the womb of the Ark. For fome further obfervations on the 
word Patar, vide infra chap. viii. and x. Protogonus feems to 
have been introduced into this pafiage, as explanatory of the 
oriental term Patur , with which it is nearly fynonymous. 

S Ka€f»£»atf xati Kogtif ir*r ct\tro<; — Pauf. Boeot. p, ^8. 

Ceres is, in reality, the fame as her daughter Proferpine, who 
is faid by Sanchoniatho to be the offspring of Cronus, and the 
lifter of Minerva. 

h Mnaf. apud Schol. in Apoll. Atgon. lib. i. ver. 917. 

far 
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far the fame, that their feveral mythological 
hiftories appear, almoft univerfally, to. relate 
partly to the cataftrophe of the deluge, and 
partly to the worfhip of the heavenly bodies. 
The World riling from the midft of the wa- 
ters, the Ark wandering over their lurface, ( 
and, upon the introduction of Sabianifm, the 
lunar Crefcent, feem to be alike defcribed in 
the diverlified characters of all and each of 
them. Their names moreover are perpetu- 
ally interchanged ; lo that one goddefs is not 
uniformly a perlonification of the Ark, an- 
ther of the Moon, and a third of the Earth ; 
but, on the contrary, all thefe various objeCts 
o£ worlhip are frequently lymbolized, upon 
different occasions, by one and the fame dei- 
ty. Thus, Venus, 'Derceto, Ilis, Ceres, Pro- 
ferpine, and Latona, are feverally and equal- 
ly the Moon, the renovated Globe, and the 
Ark of Noah. I know not of any exceptions 
to this general rule, except perhaps Juno, and 
Minerva ; the former of whom ufually, though 
not always, lignilies the dove, and the latter 
the divine wifdom. 

The adoption <?f fuch an opinion, however 
vifionary it may at firll appear, will alone fa— 
tisfadorily remove our allonilhment at find- 
ing the identity of thefe goddelfes fo repeated- 
ly maintained by mythological writers. He- 

rodo- 
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rodotus aflerts, that Ifis and Ceres are the 
fame 1 ; La&antius remarks the fimilarity be- 
tween their refpedtive myfteries, obferving, 
that, as Ofiris is the object of fearch in thofe 
of Egypt, fo is Proferpine in thofe of Eleu- 
fis k j and Paufanias mentions, that in the 
neighbourhood of Hermione was a temple of 
Serapis and Ifis, - within the. facred inclofure 
of which the myfleries of Ceres were cele- 
brated According to Heliodorus, Ifis was 
a perfonification of the Earth" 1 ; according to 
Plutarch ffie was Minerva, and Proferpine " ; 
and according to Apuleius, fhe was Venus, 
Diana, the Moon, and Proferpine °. In a (i- 
milar manner Servius affirms, that Diana, 

1 Ins be cr* xa to, tw yXuarrav A>jpo}T»p. Herod* lib. ii^ 

CaP ‘ 59 ' 

k Sacra vero Cereris Eleufinae non funt his diffimilia. Nam 
ficut ibi Ofiris puer plandtu matris inquiritur : ita hie ad in- 
ceftum patrui matrimonium rapta Proferpina. Ladt. de Fal. 
Rel. lib. i. cap. 21. 

1 *0 be 'Eepotnibi untobofi^Tue xou I aebl, xai ‘Brtp&oXoi (AsyaXeti* 
Koyotbw etem' f>rof be avrut, iepcc bpucu avroppviTX Ayifjwrpe, Panf. 
Corinth, p. 193. Hermione feems to have been fo called in 
honour of Arfni-Ionah, the dove of Armenia , in which country 
the Ark landed. 

m Upoe rov; fxvr»s lo-i* rw yw. Heliod. ^Ethiop. lib. ix, 
p. 424. 

n Plut. de Ifid. et Ofir, p. 334, 361. 

0 Regina Cceli, five tu Ceres Alma frugum parens origina- 
lis, — feu tu coeleftis Venus, — feu Phoebi foror, — feu nodlurnis 
ululatibus horrenda Proferpina, Apul. Metam. lib. ii. 

Ceres, 
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Ceres, Juno, and Proferpine, were only dif- 
ferent names of the Moon p ; Lucian fays the 
lame with refpedt to Aftarte and Rhea 5 ; 
Varro obferves, that the Moon was called 
'Jana r ; Auftin mentions, that Juno was in- 
differently denominated both Mena and Le- 
mana 8 ; and Macrobius declares, that the 
Moon was worlhipped under the appellation 
of Juno \ 

As for the Syrian Atargatis, or Derceto, 
while fhe is called by Simplicius the recepta- 
cle of the gods , in allufion to the Ark having 
contained^within her womb the hero-gpds of 
the Gentiles ; lhe is declared alfo by him to 
be no other than His, to whom the fame re- 
markable title was afcribed by the Egyp- 

Lunam $ eandem Dianam, eandem Cererem, eandem Ju- 
nonem, eandem Proferpinam dicunt. Serv. in Virg. Georg, 
lib. i. ver. 3. 

v Luc, de Dea Syra. 

r Tremellius, Nunquam rure audifti, inquit, o6tavo Janam 
lunam et crefcentem, et contra fenefcentem. Varr. de Re Ruft. 
lib. i. cap. 37. Fron/this paflage it appears, that the Moon 
was only called Jana, when it bore the form of a crefcent or 
boat. The reafon of which is obvious : as Janus is Noah, 
fo Jana will be the Noetic Ark, or crefcent. Diana, or the 
moon, is Di-Jana, the divine Jana. 

s Aug. de Civ. Dei, lib. iv. cap. 11. et lib. vii. cap. 2. 
Mena is Menah, the Noetic Moon or Ark , and Levana is evi- 
dently the Hebrew Lebanah (nji^), the Moon. 

* Jure Junoni addixerunt Calendas, lunam ac Junonem ean- 

deoa 


Digitized by 


Google 



A DISSERTATION 


142 

tians u . Plutarch mentions, that fome believed 
her to be Juno, and others Venus*; Lucian 
alTerts, that Ihe was likewife efteemed the 
fame as Rhea y ; and the author of the Chro- 
nicoh Pafcbale maintains the identity of this 
laft deity and Semiram is*. Hence we per- 
ceive the reafon, why Semiramis is faid by 
Hyginus to be daughter of Derceto 4 , and 
why fhe is reported to have been changed 
into a dove. Hence alfo there is reafon to 
believe that Semiramis is the fame as Juno ; 
or, in other words, that they are both equally 
the dove of Noah. The arkite Venus, or 
Atargatis, the Dea Cabira of the Saracens, 
was alfo called Urania , and Mylitta, or, as 
the Arabs inflected the word, Alitta b . Ura- 
nia however is faid by Olympiodorus to have 

dem putantes. Mac. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 13. 

u Tw Evpiap ArapyxTiP Toxor St*/r xa&ovatp, xat tjjp law o» Ai- 
yvirnoi, us «ro hXup ihortirae <rip*%ot/cra?. Simp, in Ariftr 

Aufc. Phyf. lib. iv. 

x Plut. in Vit. Craffi, p.333. 

y Luc. de Dea Syra. 

* — xa» tpip *P (otp xaAbfxinjt vXpz A travpoii, Chroit, 

Pafc. p. 36. 

* Semiramis Dercetis filia in Syria (corididit) Babylonem, 
Hyg. Fab. 273. 

b ^ ry Ovpapy 9 vhp ( 0 1 Tltprat) <srctfx n A<r<rv~ 

fiup (iaSoPTt( xut Apa&u >* xaXteat h Acrovp «o» ryp Apgohn ) p Mvfarlat, 
AfaSm h AArrra, Herod, lib. i. cap. 13 X. 

been 
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been like wife the name of the ftar of the 
Diofcori, or Cabin c ; while My lift a may be 
plainly traced to the Hebrew root Ilad d . 
The Gothic tribes denominated this goddefs 
Frea, a title, which like that of Rhea is moil 
probably derived from Phree, to be fruitful * ; 
and, for the lame reafon, the Egyptians were 
accuftomed to beftow the name of Pbree up- 
on the Sun, as being the great material caufe 
of plenty and fertility f . 

The identity of the heathen goddefles, 
which is here contended for, is maintained 
alfo by Tzetzes. This commentator very 
juftly affirms, that Proferpine, Ifis , 'Terra, 
Rhea, Vejla , Pandora, and a thoufand other 
different appellations, were all titles of one 


c nipt arigo$ rwoq nparo^oyn, ru Iru? Tot; vtoiov, 

/LtsXXitr avTot f 3 v$i£tpSaf Ovgottta* h to <p<tti* tuapot rut tccxnuv x«- 

Ati&ou. Olymp. ap. Phot. Bibl. p. 193. The Cabiric (tar, 
which is ufually reprefented as propitious, but which Olympi- 
, odorus defcribes as wearing a threatening afpcft, feems to be 
the fame as the (tar of Aftarte, or the comet, if the hypothecs 
be allowable, which occafioned the cataftrophS of the deluge. 
Urania was worfliipped along with Bacchus, or Noah. Atowror 
h $io> fxtitot xcci t rtf Ovpatiyt yyeotrai titou. Herod, lib. iii. cap. 8. 

d lb s Mylitta is the Hiphil participle Mulidah, or 

the Chaldee inflexion Mulidta, the caufer of geTieration. 

e PHD. For various derivatives from this root fee Parkhurft’s 
Heb, Lex. 

* Jablon. Panth. ASgypt. lib. iii. cap. 1. 

deity. 
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deity 5 . Hence we find, that the name of 
Mater Antea was indifferently applied both 
to Ceres and Rhea. 

A VToucL (ZetoiAeta,, Jta,, 'aoXvuvv^e 
A ^avetTuv re $tuv *i$t B-nprav cuiS-quirav, 

*H ware 7roAv7rXet,yjtTa> tv ounr\, 

N fj^c-teLv xa.Tfjmvmf EX&mvof yvetXeimv , 

HA^Hf r f? AiMu> T3Q0( ctyduulw Hegretpovetaui **. 

Hail queen Antea! parent both of gods 
And mortal men ; long was thy anxious fearch 
For lovely Proferpine : nor didft thou break 
Thy mournful fall, till the far-fam’d Eleufis 
Receiv’d thee wandering. 

— — Afityi Jk (fivXKoif 

£Te\pet/tevoi tyvivom S’wpraAojs’ tpsXono, 

A ivSvfulw ‘aoXwrorvia.v eyxaAeovref, 
Evvctmv A>^vyi*if, TitiIuj kfM, KvXS.*ivov re. 

• 1 Ev%v e? oust 

"PofjJoa y.ctf Twmvu 'P ev\v $(niyez iXetTxovrctf. 

'H 7rn evctyeeoriv trn <Ppsya 3~tixe S’vt/Xenf 

An cu*t $cufA,c>)v 

On Rhea’s guardian power 
The heroes call ; and with her they invoke 
Th’ Idean Daftyls, Titias, and Cyllenus. 


8 h, xui 7) Tri, kxt *P tec, xoli II 

Hctf he pa fAvp* oiQfAafyreii. Schol. in Lycoph. ver. 7^7* 
h Orph. Hymn. 40. 

1 Apoll. Argon' Jib. i. ver. 1123, 1141. 

Hence, 
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Hence, in fucceeding years, foft Phrygia’s fons. 
With founding timbrels and revolving wheel. 
Their goddefs honour ; while the mighty mother. 
Renown’ d Antea , pleas’d their zeal beholds k . 

On account of this intercommunion of dei- 
ties, Ceres is faid to have been the parent of 
Diana, as well as of Proferpine. Thus, in 
the Egyptian mythology, Apollo and Diana 
were the children of Dionufus and Ifis ; from 
which circumftance, as Herodotus conjec- 
tures, Efchylus celebrated Diana as the daugh- 
ter of Ceres *. Diana herfelf was worlhippcd 
by the Lydians under the name of Anais m ; 
a title, which appears to be the fame as the 

k The word Cybele is derived from Cy-Bela, the lordly mo- 
tier. Sciendum eft Cybelem efie commune nomen Babyloni- 
cum ad inatres deorum et Veftas. Cy enim ill! matrem , Belum 
vero et Belam dcum et deam vocant. Ann. Viterb. Comment, 
in Berof. Ant. lib. v. fol. §2. 

1 Awo XKuvx S's xaf AgTipiir, A loiyira xuj leriog Asyayi &vcu rial boci* 
— Atyt/9TT»r» AiroXhuv pc tv Clgos' ArjfxrjTvp $e I<r»s* ApT $e jSa- 
£x runs Toy Aoya, xat ov^tvoq aXAy, Au^yXo? o E v<popiuvoi, 
viprrucrs to eyu (Pgara, fjmtos Trotnleut ruv 'ar^oytvofxevuv* tTroiycrs yap 
ApTipi* eivoci Svydlepa Avt/xylpog. Herod, lib. ii. Cap. I $6. Hence y 
in the citadel of Phliafia there was a temple dedicated to Ceres, 
Proferpine, and Diana. E> $$ rri axpo nroA« xat tseptGohoe eri* 

»i£ 0 $ ArtfAyrpos. Ev $e avrep vocos re xa\ aya\pa Aripritpos xa\ -i vs 
nat$ os* to h ms ApTipa&s (in yap xat A^ripxt^of terxvSa ycLhx ar 
&ya\pa) effatvero apfccuov eteat pot. Paufan. Corinth, p. 141. 

m — *- Av^uf 9 o»5 §n» ApT e[A.doq lego* AwciWcf. Pauf. Lacon. 

p. 249. 

VOL. i. L. ’ " ' Mater 
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Mater Antea of Orpheus and Apollonius, and 
as the Anea or Nanea mentioned by the au- 
thor of the. hiftory of the Maccabees ", Strabo °, 
and Jofephus p . All thefe various appella- 
tions are probably mere corruptions of Ani- 
Dea, the goddefs of the ar kite jhip q . 

The Grecian Io likewife, however her his- 
tory may have been varied, was, as we learn 
from Lucian r , and Clemens Alexandrinus s , 
the very fame as Ifis. Accordingly, fhe was 
efteemed the daughter of Inachus or Noah, 
the imaginary king of Argos, and was feigned 
to have been metamorphofed into the emble- 
matical arkite heifer. The opinion of Lu- 
cian and Clemens is corroborated by Diodorus 
' Siculus, who exprefsly alferts the identity of 
Io, Ifis, Ceres, Diana, the Moon, and Juno * j 


n i Macc. vi. 1, 2. 2 Macc. i. 13, 14. 

0 Geog. lib. xvi. p. 738. 

P Jofeph. Ant. lib. xxii, cap. 13. 

* Anea or Nanea is evidently the fame as the Ann , Nana, 
or An-Eireann , of the ancient Irifh. Stfe ColleCt. de Reb. Hi- 
bem. vol. v. p. 490, 498. 

T Tvjv I u <hct th CTsAayu tvi* A*yt/nrJo» xvxyxyuv lew ttod jjo*. 

Luc. Dial. Deor. p. 123. 

8 Iw 5 e , mt xxi I*;, (paww, hx to uvxi ctvTw hx iBxeviz tk yr.t 

mXatufxsrt jy. Clem. Alex. Strom, lib. i. p. 382. Io feems to be 
a contraction of Ionah, the dove 3 and Ifis, perhaps originally 
written Iojis , may be confidered as a yet further corruption of 
the fame radical. Hence the cry of Io Bacche . 

* Died. Bibl. lib. i. p. 21. 

and 
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and alfo by Statius, who afferts, that Ihe, who 
once ftabled in the cave of Phoroneus, is now 
become the queen of Pharos, and the deity 
of the Eaft u . 

The preceding remarks on the identity of 
the heathen goddefles are decidedly confirmed 
by a curious paflage in the Metamorphofes of 
Apuleius ; in which he pronounces Rhea or 
Cybele, Minerva, Venus, Diana x , Proferpine, 
Ceres, Juno, Bellona, Hecate, Rhamnufia y , 
and Ifis, to be all one and the fame mytholo- 
gical character. 

Me primigenii Phryges PeJJinuntiam nomi- 
nant Deum matrem : hinc autochthones Atti- 
ci Cecropiam Minervam : illinc flucluantes 
Cyprii Paphiam Venerem : Cretes fagittiferi 
Dittynnan Dianam : Siculi trilingues Stygiam 
Proferpinam : Eleufinii vetuftam deam Cere - 
rem : Junonem alii : alii Belbnam : alii He ea- 
ten : Rhamnujiam alii : et qui nafeentis dei 
Solis inchoantibus radiis illuftrantur ./Ethi- 
opes, Ariique, prifeaque dodtrina pollentes 


u Ifi Phoronseis quondam ftabulata fill? antris, 

Nunc regina Phari, numenque Orientis anheli. 

Stat. Sylv. lib. iii. p. 49. 

x This Diana was called by the Cretans Britomartis. Her 
mythological hiftory (hall be refumed in a future page. Dic- 
tyftna is Dag-Tinin, the arkite fijh. 

y Rhamnufia is Ram-Nufa, the Uhiftrious Noetic Ark . 

i 2 ^Egyptii, 
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iEgyptii, ceremoniis me prorfus propriis per- 
colentes, appellant vero nomine reginam 
I/idem z . 

To this catalogue may be added Latona, 
who, according to the Greek mythology, was 
the mother of Apollo and Diana, and, accord- 
ing to that of Egypt, one of the eight great 
gods. She is evidently the fame as Ifis or 
Derceto : whence, as I have already obferved, 
fhe was doomed to wander over the whole 
earth ; while her hiftory, whether Greek or 
Egyptian, is uniformly connected with fome 
fable of a floating ifland a . ■ 

We may now fee the reafon, why the fta- 
tue of Juno, in the temple of the Syrian god- 
defs at Hierapolis, was fo contrived as to re- 
prefent the various attributes of thofe deities, 
whofe identity I have been attempting to 
eftablifti. Lucian informs us, that in fome re- 
fpe&s fhe refembled Minerva, in others, Ve- 
nus, Luna, Rhea, Diana, Nemefls b , and the 


* Apul. Metam. lib. xi. 

* Latona is faid by the fcholiaft upon Hefiod to be the fame 
as deathlike oblivion, and night. The reafon of this will 
plainly appear, when the myftic Hades is taken into confider- 
ation. Vide infra chap. v. Aqlu Xtyflat y xai i Schol. 
in Hef. Theog. ver. 406. 

b The particular hiftory of Nemefis will be refumed here- 
after. 

Parc*. 
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Parcas. In her right hand fhe held a fceptre, 
in her left a diftaff. Her head was encircled 
with rays of glory, and crowned, like that of 
Cybele, with turrets ; while her waifl was 
girt with the ceftus, which is ufually given 
only to Venus Urania 0 . 

In fine, to adopt the language of Kircher, 
hoc unum ex omnibus hifce demonftratis hac- 
tenus collige. Cabar illam Arabum aliam 
nullam efTe, quam communem illam Vene- 
rem Afiaticam, Uraniam coeleftem, quam 
iEgyptii IJidenr, Babylonii Dagon d , Derceto, 
At ar gat is ; 1 Phoenices AJlarterr, Graeci nunc 
Lunam, nunc Hecaten , Lucinam, Dianam, 
Proferpinam ; aut, alio nomine, Arabes Alt- 
lath vocant rem eandem, nominibus diverfi- 
tatem effedluum denotantibus diverfam efTe e . 

c H & moireoyre Tot ttroAvw^fa pogtyv* ix^amn. K«i t« ptir 
^upvocrrot. arptxtet Aoyw *Hgv ert* *x u ^ Tl 14061 A$«i*mk, xct\ Ap^o- 
icon 'ZfXypaw, kol\ *Pevs, xai AgTtpdos, xct\ tfeperw, xot,\ Moi- 
peuy. re tv pe 9 eregy crxvirrpoy Ty *rspy $e a, Tpuxrov, xai 

em ry xtfcthy ocxTivots t i ( popeu , xoa irv^yov, xui xeroy , Tot pun j» tvp 
O vgaviv* xotrpeuai. Luc. de Dea Syra, ie6fc. 32. 

d I fufpeft however, that Kircher is miftaken when he enu- 
merates Dagon in this lift, for he was a mafculine idol, fym- , 
bolical not of the Ark, but of Noah the god of the Ark. 
c Kirch, apud Beyer. Addit. ad Seld. de t)is Syris, p. 293. 
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CHAP., IV. 

THE POLYONYMY OF THE SUN ; AND THE 
UNION OF THE ARKITE AND THE SOLAR 
WORSHIP, 


Previous to any further inquiries into 
the nature of the Cabiric fuperftition, it will 
be neceflary to offer fome obfervations upon 
the connection, which feems almoft imme- 
morially to have fubfifted between the wor- 
fhip of the holt of heaven, and the adoration 
of the Noetic Ogdoad, 

The early poftdiluvians, unawed by the re- 
cent judgment of God, foon converted the 
pious remembrance of their anceftors, into a 
blind fuperftition ; and, as error is rarely fta- 
tionary, the idolatrous veneration of the Sun, 
the Moon, and the Stars, was ere long fuper- 
added. Such glorious bodies were efteemed 
a fit refidence for their deified progenitors ; 
and from thofe lofty ftations they were thought 
to overlook and direCl the affairs of this fub- 
lunary world. Hence the whole hoflt of hea- 
ven was called after ,the names of different 
heroes ; and hence we lhall be able to ac- 
count 


1 
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count for an apparent confufion in the theo- 
logy of the Gentiles. 

If the feveral hiftories of the principal- dei- 
ties, revered by moil of the ancient nations, 
be confidered, we fhall find them at once al- 
lufive to the Sabian idolatry, and to the ca- 
taftrophe of the deluge. Thus, the account, 
which is given of Ofiris and Ifis, if taken in 
one point of view, diredts our attention to the 
Sun and the Moon ; but, if in another, it 
places immediately before our eyes the great 
patriarch, and the veflel in which he was pre- 
ferved a . Accordingly, we learn from Plu- 
tarch, that Ofiris. was a hufbandman, a legis- 
lator, and a zealous advocate for the worlhip 
of the Gods b j that Typhon, or the fea, con- 
-fpired againft him, and compelled him to en- 
ter into an ark c ; and that this event took 


a Ofiris and Ifis were fometimes efteemed the children of 
Cronus, who, as we have feen, was alfo the father of the Titans 
and Titanides, Ofiris however was in reality the fame as Cro* 
nus, or Noah ; and accordingly both his hiftory, and that of 
Ifis, is immediately connefted with the war of the Titans, or 
in other words th^ cataftroph& of the deluge. Diod. Bibl. lib. i. 
p. 23, 24. Cronus was called by the Egyptians the youngeft 
of the gods, as being the fon of Uranus and Ge, the allegorical 
children of Eli un. Ibid. 
b Plut. de Ifid. p. 356. 

c I am aware, that this legend has been applied to the hif- 
tory of Mofes ; and there are doubtlefs fome circumftances, 
which favour fuch an opinion : (fee Plut. de Ifid. p. 357 *) 

l 4 but 
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place on the feventeenth day of the month 
Athyr d , the very day on which Noah is laid 
to have embarked. In a fimilar manner, a 
fliip was the peculiar emblem of Ifis e ; and, 
"while the lymbolical bull was alike dedicated 
both to this goddefs, and to her mythological 
confort f , the hiftory of her wanderings pre- 
fents to us the image of the erratic ftate of 
the Ark upon the furface of the waters : yet 
there is no doubt, that the Sun was wor- 
fhipped by the Egyptians under the title of 
Ofiris, and the Moon under that of Ifis % , or 
Ceres'*. This fuigular union of the two 

but at the fame time, though the Egyptians might be ac- 
quainted with the fortunes of the Jewifh legiflator, it is not 
eafy to conceive how other nations Ihould, mod of which have 
neverthelefs a tradition precifely refembling this refpe&ing 
Ofiris. 

d Plut. de Ifid. p. 356. 

e Tac. de Mor. Germ. cap. 9. Pauf. Phoc. p. 866. 

f Mpeviv Aiytinrm HA»ot/ (p oca it iegop' emt rop ye Amp ctvcf 
Sypec etvuf SeXjjmj \tyovcriv. ./Elian. de Animal, lib. xi. cap. 11. 
*2Vro» (foil. Ami) AiyvTmot t ifxvai 'Zt^rjyri, xocf Upog yip o^Ie 0 0eg rrig 
'StXijnj g, vamp 0 M tsvtg *HX*ov. Suid. VOX Mtfjt/pn. O Jfc ip 
HAtov 4270X11 t f&tpo(xtvo<; @ovg, op Mvst'iv Kochuaiv, fxt\ctg in* Plut. de 
Ifid. p. 364. Tw$ <$« t avpag rug isgu f, to p re opofjta^ofxtpop Amp, xcct 
top Meevip Oaigth KaStepvSvjpctt. Diod. Bibl. lib. i. p. 19. 

g YwoXa&iv eivcti bvo Seng di&ug re kou wpvrug, top re fa top xat 
rviP ertXviPVjp, up , rot pep O a\p\e, rop $e I axe otofjtctaai. Diod. Bibl. 
lib. i. p. 10. 

h Ifis, as I have already obferved, was not only efteemed the 
Ark and the Moon, but alfo the Earth \ and the fame remark 

may 
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fuperftitions will fatisfaClorily explain fome 
particulars in the hiflory of Oliris, which can- 
not otherwife be very eafily accounted for. 
The Egyptians, according to Plutarch, infti- 
tuted two yearly feftivals in his honour ; one 
of which was defigned to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of his inclofure within the Ark ‘, 
and the other, that of his entrance into the 
Moon h : and he further adds, that a part of 
the ceremony, which was commemorative of 
his myftic death and burial, confifted in in- 
clofing his ftatue within an ark fhaped like a 
lunette 1 . All thefe different rites however 
allude to one and the fame event, the entrance 
of Noah into his veffel, which was afterwards 
worfhipped in conjunction with the Moon. 
The inclofure of the Noetic family within 

may be extended to Venus. Thus, Varro fuppofes the Cabiri 
to be Heaven and Earth, and pronounces them the fame as 
Serapis and Ifis, Taautes and Aftart£, Saturn and Ops. Prin- 
cipes Dei Coelum et Terra : hi dei iidem qui in iEgypto Se- 
rapis et Ids, qui funt Taautes et Aftart& apud Phoenicas, ut 
idem principes in Latio Saturnus et Ops. Terra enim et coe- 
lum, ut Samothracum initia docent, funt Dei Magni, et hi 
quos dixi multis nominibus. Varr. de Ling. Lat. lib. iv. p. 17. 
Thus alfo Macrobitis : Nec in occulto eft neque aliud elfe Ofl- 
rin quam Solem, nec Ifin aliud effe quam Terram. Saturn- 
lib. i. cap. 21. 

1 Plut. de Ifid. p. 366. 

k Ibid. p. 368. 

> Ihid, 

the 
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the Ark was confidered by the ancient my- 
thologies as a Hate of death and darknefs ; 
and their quitting it, as a reftoration to life 
and light m . Hence, the death of Ofiris, his 
confinement within an ark, and his entrance 
into the Moon, all equally fignified the en- 
trance of Noah into the Ark. 

As the Egyptian Ofiris was primarily Noah, 
and fecondarily the Sun, fuch alfo we Ihall 
find to be the cafe with the other great gods 
of ' the heathens ; for, notwithftanding their 
apparent variety, they are in fadt mere fyno- 
nyms of Ofiris. Thus Damafcius and Suidas 
aflert the identity of Ofiris and Adonis"; and 
Clemens Alexandrinus, that of Dionufus and 
Attis 0 : while Macrobius informs us, that 
Adonis, Attis, Ofiris, Horns, and Liber, were 
all equally the Sun p ; and Aufonius, that 


m This fubjc£t fhall be difeuffed at large hereafter. Vide 
infra chap. v. ' 

n Ortpip A^m\p xa.ro. rw i Avrwnv &eoxpeurixp, Damaf. 

Vit. Ifid. apud Phot. Bibl. p. 1049. tn^oocplo 0<n» 

(>w opt ok x«jf aSvvip opa. Suid. Lex. vox of. The 

Sidtfcocncc, or myftic intercommunion of deities, mentioned by 
Damafcius, 1 apprehend to be the fame as that, which I am 
at prefen t attempting to (hew, really exifted in the polytheifm 
of antiquity. 

0 Aiowaov meg Arm w^oaecyo^svs^ctf Sttew. Clem. Cohort! ad 
Gent. p. 16. 

p Adonim, Attinem, Ofirim, et Horum, aliud non efie quam 

Solem. 
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Bacchus, Qfiris, Phanac, Dionufus, Liber, and 
Adoneus, were one and the fame deity. 

- Ogygia me Bacchum vocat ; 

Ofirin iEgyptus putat ; 

Myfi Phanacem nominant j 
Dionufon Indi exiftimant j 
Romana facra Liberum ; 

Arabica gens Adoneum^. 

In a fimilar manner the author of the works 

v ' m i 

of Orpheus declares, that "Jupiter r v Pluto, and 
Bacchus , were only different names of the 
Sun ; 

E<V Z due, its sic *HA<of, sic Aiovvtroc 

Virgil makes Bacchus and Ceres to be the 
Sun and Moon; 

Vos, O clariffima mundi 

Lumina, labentem coelo qui ducitis annum,. 
Liber, et alma Ceres r . 


Soleml, Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 21. In Thracia Solcm 
Liberum haberi. Ibid. cap. 18. 

Aufon. Epig. 30. Adoneus was a name of Pluto or Hadis, 
and the fame title as Adonis . They are both Adon-Nus, the 
lord Noab. 

r Hence the folar Jupiter was called by the Mylaflentians 
Cariusy from Car, the Sun . Atytrctf xccf K apiog' ya% b Z tve 

MvAaer<7ft/<7» Steph. Byzant. de Urb. p. 449. 

s Orph. Fragm. p. 364. Edit. Gefn. 

1 Georg, lib. i. ver. 6. 

And 
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And Sophocles addrefles Bacchus as the glo- 
rious leader of the fire-breathing ftars. 

SI ztv^ 'Bveovruv cL?f>av 

Xo£p]A, 3Utf WX,iUV 
fy&eyfMLTuv t7rtaxo7re, 

Uai A tof yrnd - Xov, 

II (jotycuni&t ovv N afyicus 
"Xeus Qvcuri vjpooaroAoif, 

At Je <re piettvofitvccf 
Yltuvvxoi xoQ&xcri 
TOV TUfJUeU) \(LK%W u . 

Immortal leader of the (tarry hoft *, 

Whofe torches blaze with unextinguilhed fire,' 
Great fon of Jove, who guid’ft the tuneful 
throng. 

Thou, who prefideft o’er the nightly fong. 

Come with thy Naxian maids, a feftive train. 
Who, wild with joy, and raging o’er the plain. 
For thee the dance prepare, to thee devote the 
{train. J Franckiin. 

Diodorus and Suidas concur with Macrobius 


* u Antig. ver, 1162, 

. x This line Hands in Dr. Franckiin s tranflation 5 
Immortal leader of the maddening choir 5” 
which is certainly very inaccurate $ I have therefore taken the 
liberty to alter it. Sophocles defcribes Bacchus as the leader 
of “ the fire-breathing Jlars" not of “ a maddening choir” of 
mortal followers . 

and 
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find Aufonius, in maintaining the identity of 
Ofiris and Bacchus 7 ; and yet, notwithfland- 
ing both thefe deities have been fo repeatedly 
pronounced to be the Sun, Tzetzes declares 
it to be his opinion, that they are equally the 
Noah of the Hebrews. 

A.iyv7muv ouiaxrog, og xctm Kiywruxe 
Offjg/r ovofM^erouf, ijtoi tuv 'sfei&XrjrTuv’ 

K a/m Ii'JWf eh A lovvrog, Aicvcg, x.cy ewetr N vos*if 
Nine XctTzt 'EGgftixg Je z . 

As Bacchus then and OJiris were merely 
titles of the great fblar patriarch, fo we find, 
that another of his appellations was Ptha or 
Vulcan ; Jamblichus accordingly deferibes this 


y Tot /tit 0 ff'ijif puSifiwnboixtiot ettet • Aiotveo >, tyi it leu tyftrot 
tsruff AsjpujT^ay. Diod. Bibl. lib. i. p. 1 3. O&i^p fayefit won top 
Amvcop. Suid. 

z Chil. y. Hift. 26, The fame author, with the utmoft pro- 
priety, deferibes Atlas, Hermes Trifalegiftus, Prometheus, Her- 
cules, and Typhon, as all contemporary with Ofiris, or Noah. 
ArAaj 0 a£v{, uq (pa.cn <j ronbif tup Aiyv mi cup, 

K af pcaAAov oeroi « mSorrar 'Zwfih Xpopoypatpv, 

Ep xjpopoif dp Ocnpd'oq, th Aiovvcrau, N«f, 

Or* vp 'Egpui? rpi Pfjuytrog, og tCgsrvs ypafAfjMTVP, 

'Eppvf 0fx8, xa\ npopiSettf, xat H^axAjjc, T vQotP rt, 

O l o-VfjLTr ocpTig Atyvimo? EAAijxats pvp pv >oti. 

Chil. v. Hift. i. 

Hermes and Hercules, as will appear in the courfe of the pre- 
lent difquilition, as well as Atlas and Prometheus, are alike 
the great patriarch ; while Typhon is merely a perfonification 
of the deluge. 

deity 
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deity as being the fame perfon as Ofiris a . 
Hence, on account of the connexion of the 
arkite and the folar worfhip, the Cabiri were 
fometimes efteemed the fons of Vulcan, and as 
fuch received divine honours in Egypt. We 
learn from Pherecydes, that Vulcan efpoufed 
Cabira the daughter of Proteus, who bore to 
him the three Cabiri, and the three Cabiras b . 
In this tradition, the union of the two fuperfti- 
tions is pointed out in a very remarkable man- 
ner. The Vulcan of Pherecydes and his family 
exactly complete the number eight ; he himfelf 
is Noah adored in conjunction with the Sun ; 
and his confort is the offspring of a marine 
deity. Herodotus mentions, that the ftatues 
of this Vulcan, and his children the Cabiri, 
were in form like the Pata.'ici c . Thefe were 

a *EXXi)»i$ etf 'HpacroP peret^otp^apucri top tu Tiypcxu po- 

pop mpoaGoctfropTif' aya&up k <nron)T*xo? up Ortpiq xtxXirrot. Jamb* 
de Myft. fe£t. viii. cap. 3. 

b Pherec. apud Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 472. 

c E s k $n hoc 1 H Qourov to igop d7&b ( KocpQ vans ), Ketf teroXAa rw- 
yxKpocTi xxTiyiKacaV yet{ re H pacru Tvyochpa, tomtc <J>omx » coceri 
naraVxoKT* iptytgirctTOP, rovs ol Qocpocef ip ttjtj ingvpvio-i tup Tpnpiup 
ftregcocyuxn. Of k tutus urj omim, tyu ol <m pocptu' •mvypacu up - 
tyof pcpntrcs EtrvhS* k xeti tf tup KocGupup to Ipop, is to ov Se- 

Ijutop eh trupoci ocXKop yi v) top hpsx ' — e$** k xat tocvtoc op otx Tovn, 

1 toy Htyxcru* tovtov k atyixs 9 rx,$xf hiyovtn 1 tvoct, Herod, lib. iii, 
cap* 37. Hefychius agrees with Herodotus in making Vulcan 
the father of the Cabiri: K«Ce*^o»— mxvv Ttpuncu bp A yppu us 
hsyopTca ft hpuc *Hpxcrov Trucks, 

fmall 
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{mall figures, which the Phenicians were ac- 
cuftomed to place at the heads of their gal 1 - 
leys, on account of their fuppofed influence 
over maritime affairs d , precifely in the fame 
manner as the Greeks did thofe of the Diof- 
cori. The Pata'ici indeed feem to have been 
no other than the Cabiri, who, as it abun- 
dantly appears from Sanchoniatho, were ori- 
. ginally Phenician deities. The circumftance 
of their being the tutelary gods of navigation 
is noticed by Ariftophanes ; 

f£ vfyeg, 77 Trc-icropytjzt ; vvv asyav ptryou;’ 

AfifC « Tig VflCOV tV TvyyjMH 

Mtfj.wjfx.tvcg, vvv t<gi v evrctdhcj xa,Aov e . 

/ 

Upon which the fcholiafl: obferves, that thofe, 
who were in great danger, invoked the Sa- 
mothracian gods, the Corybantes, and Hecate, 
from whom the cave Zerinthus acquired its 
celebrity ; and that the initiated In the myf- 
teries of the Cabiri were thought to be fafe 
in the midft of perils, and fecure from all the 
violence of tempefts f . 

d Patai'cus appears to be compounded of Patah-Oc, tie priejt 
of the Ocean . 

e Arift. Iren. ver. 2 75. 

f O* sv Ki>$v w»s yenofx em, iirexaheWTO rovlovq rovq rovq sp 

'ZccfA.ofyakj), revq t* KogvGa.vra$, xac tjjv *ExaT*jy» e| yq kou jt&f 
J jy to Z ygii&09 olvt^qv, £»$£& TotvTY) vpytxtyv xat stevSepowro. 

/xnoq. Tec 7ov l£aC«*pot’. Aoxnvjc yap of pcv>}pc8m reevrx 

dixaiot 
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The folar patriarch was worfhipped alio 
under the name of Pan s . This deity, how- 
ever his hiftory might be afterwards perverted 
by the mythologizing Greeks, is plainly de- 
clared by Herodotus to be one of the. eight 
great gods of Egypt k , and even the moft an- 
cient of thofe eight gods Hence Diodorus 
Siculus informs us, that he was the lame as 
Serapis, Oliris, Dionufus, Pluto, Ammon, and 
Jupiter k . Accordingly, while he is ftyled by 
Livy Lyrius from Luc, the Sun 1 ; by Phor- 

^ixaiot ts nxai, xx 1 tx (ftivcev <rv£t&ai, xat tx y% tfjtupup. Schol. in 
loc. Zerinthiis feems to have derived its name from Z’Aran- 
Thus, the great god of the Ark. Hence Venus was worfhipped 
in this cave, and denominated Zerintbia. Ex 0pax»j *xTpox irtx, 
*x u rj Zvfv,$t a A<ppohrv rtparxt. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 449. 
With a fimilar allufion fhe wa9 called Zirene by the Macedo- 
nians. Afyohry tx Max«&>x»a. Hefych. 

s Pan feems to be an abbreviation of Phanes, whom the au- 
thor of the Orphic writings celebrates as the Sun. Orpin 
Fragm. apud Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 18. Phanes or Ha- 
nes is compounded of Ph’Ain-Es, tie folar fountain of fire. The 
author of the Etymologicon Magnum accordingly informs us, that 
the proper name of Pan was Phan. Uxp, <J>ax ns up. He was the 
fame as the Irifh Fen y tbe Sun. Collect, de Reb. Hib. p. 504. 

k Tox Flaxa tup qxtu Swx XoyifyvTaf «xcc/ 0* Mtx&jno*. Herod, 
lib. ii. cap. 46. 

1 flap' A»yv«mo»<r* Flap pit* xpyawvam, xxt tup oxru tup 
vpurup Xsyofxtvup §tup tivecf. Ibid. Cap. 145 * 

k Tox $s Otfipw 0! fx ix Sapasnx, oi Atotvoop, ot $s YlhUTUPx, 0* & 

A (xfxupXi nxif Ata, troAAoi £s Uapx, nvopixaot. t)iod. Bibl # 
lib. 1. p. 22. 

1 Liv. Hift. lib. i. cap. 5. 

nutus. 
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ntitus, Surtus from Sur-Thus, the folar dei- 
ty m ; and by Nonnus, Parrhafius from P* 
Ares, the Sun " ; he is denominated by Livy °, 
and Macrobius p , Inuus, or Junus, from his 
connection with Juneh, the dove ; was wor- 
Ihipped by the Egyptians under the name of 
Mendes, or Men-Deva, the divine Noah*-, and is 
defcribed by Virgil as having gained the affec- 
tions of the Moon r . He is further faid by Hy- 
ginus to have advifed the gods to affume the 
forms of different animals, when in danger from 
the attack of Typhon, or the diluvian Ocean*; 
upon which occafion he metamorphofed him- 
felf into a monfler compounded of a goat and 
a fifh *. He was alfo brought up along with 
Jupiter in Crete ; and affifled him in his war 
againft the Titans, or diluvians, by fending 
among them what are termed from him Pa- 
nic terrors As the Sun, Pan was repre- 
fented with a pipe of feven reeds, in allufion 


Pham, dc N^t. Deor. cap. 27, 
n f%cc£e 1 ° Uuftuaw nay. Dionyf, lib. xxxii. 

P- 537 - 

9 Liv. Hift. lib. 1. cap. 5. 

* Macrab. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 22. 

* Herod, lib. ii. cap. 46. 

r Georg, lib. iii, ver. 391. 

* Hyg. Fab. 196. 

* Hyg. Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 28. 

* Eratof. Cataft. cap. 27. 

VOL. I. M to 
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to the imaginary mufic of the fpheres x ; and, 
as an arkite god, he was faid to be the fon of 
Mercury y , and to have been worlhipped in 
Daunia z . For the fame reafon, the word 
Pan was efteemed lynonymous with Cetus, 
a fea-monjler a . 

Another title of Cronus or Noah was 
Anubis' 0 ; and another was Horus c , an ap- 
pellation moft probably derived from Aur, 
light. Horus is defcribed as the fon of 0(1- 
ris and Ifis; but he is, in fa&, like his fa- 
ther, at once the great patriarch, and the fo- 
lar 01b. The tawny colour of the lion, his 
fiery eyes, circular countenance, and fhaggy 
mane, rendered him a fit emblem of the Sun ; 
hence the throne of Horus, like that of Cy- 
bele, was fupported by lions d . Horus how- 
ever was alfo reprefented by the Egyptians 

* Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 22. 

y Mercuiy is JVffircch-Ur, the great Jolar god of the Ark . - 
His hiftory fhall be confidered at large hereafter. Vide infra 
chap. v. 

* La&an. Placid. Narrat. Fab. n. 

a Ylavx Kxtei&cof xYirufo' Suid. Lex. 

b Pint, de Kid. et Olir. p. 368. 

c Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 21. 

d KtQccXw /xsyaA* jy to §woy, xa / /A«y wvpw&tv;, t* 

tr^oorutrov 570 xcu ocvto axTiyo«< 5 i»ff k»t a (juiavcm 

^X*oy* o$«y xctf tiro tok Spotov to v Sip ov, Aiorraf vvroTiSeari, hucvvnif 

to &po{ Toy $eov rov fyov cvij&qXov. Horapollinis Hierog. lib, i. 
fe£t. 71. 

failing 
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failing in a lhip e ; and was fuppofed to have 
encountered Typhon, or the fea, from whofe 
fury he faved himfelf, by taking refuge in 
the floating ifland near Buto f . 

Horus then being Apollo, or Noah wor- 
Ihipped in conjunction with the Sun, we find 
him, as fuch, connected with the Corybantes 
or Cabiri. Ariflotle accordingly mentions two 
deities of that name, the firft of whom fprung 
from Vulcan and Minerva, while the fecond 
was the fon of Corybas, born in Crete s . The 
import of both thefe genealogies is precifely 
the fame ; and Vulcan, Corybas, and Horus, 
are all one perfon. Hence, as Vulcan is de- 
fcribed as the father of the Cabiri h , fo Cory- 
bas is reprefented as the head of the Coryban- 
tes, and as the hufband of Thebah, or the 
Ark*. 

« 'o i. r fiTTi 'wXoiov MtVTAAo/xiro* rnt ^aKV^Bptuaect rot xoiTfjtot 
tmxgaiTHav Gjctftrv<rtt. 'ilcirep at 0 xt/CcpwjTJjf x u ^ 0 ^ u * W 
rut wi^aMut ccvrr,( egnSiCijxi*, aru 0 rut oictxut rov 

xo&fAtj ‘matTof tTr&i£r,Ktt. Jamblic. de Myft. fe6t. vii. cap. 2. 
I have cited this paflage only to fhew, that Horus was thus de- 
picted, for I cannot afient to the reafon given by Jamblichug. 

f Plut. de Ifid. p. 371. — riElian. de Anim. lib. x. cap. 21.— 
Herod, lib. ii. cap. 136. 

8 Nai pvt AttoXZmvx, 0 yet AproTBhrrf, >tff^urot nca A 

tac, ^Bvrtpof it Kp-nltj, rot Clem. Alex. Cohort, p. 24* 

h Pherec. apud Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 472, • 

1 Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. v. p. 323. 

M3 It 
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It will be proper for me here to offer a few 
obfervations upon the radical lyllable Car , 
Cur, Cor, or Bar, which enters alike into the 
word Corybas, and into a great variety of epi- 
thets bellowed upon Apollo. This ancient fo- 
lar title feems to be originally deducible from 
the Hebrew Ser, Tzer, or Seir k : the Perfians 
preferved it in the form Cur 1 : the Greeks 
lengthened it into Sirus, or Sirius m ; the Celts 
into C ear as, Croitb, or Curoith n ; and the Hin- 
doos into Surya. In our own language we 
Hill retain the word Sear in the fignification 
of burning ; while the Hebrews have formed 
from the fame radical the compound term 
Seraph °, and the Egyptians, the fimilarly 
compounded name of their god Serapis. With 
regard to the Grecian Apollo, Paufanias men- 
tions, that at Megara there was a pyramidal 
Hone, a fliape peculiarly facred to the Sun on 

f 

k Heb. nnr, mv, or perhaps a prince . 

1 Kvpog 6 'HXtog icotpec ITi tpcraif. Hefych. 
m o *H\tog. Heiych. £t»p, Set, pog, o . Suid, 

n Croith or Curoith is Cur-Ath, the burning Sun . 

° Heb. I ftrongly fufpeft, that both Seraph, to burn , 

and Seraph, a fiery ferpent , are ultimately deducible from the 
compound radical Sar-Oph, the filar ferpent . The Hebrew Se- 
raph is evidently the prototype of the Latin Serpens $ for I am 
rather inclined to think, that Serpo, to creep , was a defcriptive 
derivation from Serpens, than that Serpens is the participle 
from Serpo. The ferpent was the principal folar emblem. 

ac- 
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account of its refemblance to the tapering 
flame, which the inhabitants denominated 
Apollo Carinus p . Under the fimilar name of 
Corynthus this deity was worfhipped by the 
Meflenians q , and under that of Carnius by 
all the Doric tribes r ; while his feftival was 
ftyled Carnia *. Accordingly we find that a 
grove was confecrated to Apollo Carnius near 
Pharae * ; and a cell, at Sicyon ". There was 


* En sp rv yv pi oca iv rv iraptxpp tipoq Uvpufja^os 

%Vptct ov pttyctXvq' rot flop AiroKhunz opofjtafyvo't Kotgvvoi. Pauf, Attic, 
p. 106. Megara is Ma-Car-Ai, the land of the great Sun. 
q KopwBov $1 AiroXkvpcc opoput^ovcri. Pauf. Mefien. p. 365. 
r K ugntop h ArroXAvpot Aughtvcv roiq irctcrt atGt&ett. Pauf. Lacon. 
p. 238. Paufanias adds, that the Dorians were inftru&ed in 
this mode of worfhip by Camus an Acamanian. Camus how- 
ever appears t <5 be no other than Car-Nus, the folar Noah 5 and 
the word Acamania is derived from the fame radical Car. 
Hence we find, that the Acarnanians were formerly called Cu- 
retesy one of the titles of the Cabiri, from their devotion to the 
worihip of Cur 5 while their country bore the name of Curetis. 
Kov^y 6 t| Axagvunaq. Steph. Byzan. de Urb. p. 474. Qetcri 
tin; T8f Axa.gva.iuf rapvrop Kapv rotf xctheK&at. Tzet. in Lycoph. 
ver. 670. Awo rov Axappetpoq rotf sp rv v nupv ruvrv to 0 poytot to 
pvp yeps&at htyovai rot «rpo rov Kovpvm xothovptfotf. Pauf. Arcad. 
p. 646. Acamaniae, quae antea Curetis vocabatur. Plin. Nat. 
Hift. lib. iv. cap. 1. 

8 K apnof, AiroXKui. Kapnot, AwoAA uiof ioprv raugot A axtSdUfAQ- 
ptotq. Hefych. 

t Pauf. Meflen. p. 333. 

u To tifrortgv A wo AAwn aitirut K agvuv, xct\ tq avro ovx ip» vXvp 
roiq Ugivvt tvo$oq. Pauf. Corinth, p. 134. Bacchus, who was 
the Sun no lefs than Apollo, was on that account called Crefiusi 

m 3 or 
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al fo a temple of Apollo Carnias at Gytheae in 
Laconia* ; and another, in Arcadia, of Apol- 
lo Cereates y . The fame title of Carnius is 
applied to Apollo by an ancient oracle ; 

Eo%£o YLclqvico rtXsetv creQou} A oroTAun z . 

■while, in ftridt conformity with the precede- 
ing authorities, he is called by Nonnus Carr 

neus. 

ex ere^nt xuvctf, it arimJAet 

H'fywv et tquntt spot K ctpmot AtoJAuv a . 

Car, Cur, or Ser then, being a title of the 
Sun, we find it fabled, that the nymph Cu- 
rene was beloved by Apollo, and that (he bore 
him a fon named Arijl^us. 

*— — A(/<rcuot, 

T ov Ware Ku^lwy xe/M^ooroot Afnefut &?&.*) 

$ci£eoi (piAorijTi A sonotpovof Text Wfjtty if 

Arifteus is Ares-Thus, the divine Sun, and he 
is reported to have been educated in the cave 
of Chiron*. Curene herfelf was carried off 

or Cur-Es, the J oIclt fre. —Aiowcrov pet o? Paul", Co- 

rinth. p. 164. 

x Pai}f. Lacon. p. 265. 
y Pauf. Arcad. p. 670. 

* Orac. Vet. Opfop. p. 41. 

a Nonni Dionyf. lib. xvi. p. 290. 

* Ibid. lib. xiii. p. 240. 

c Apoll. Argon, lib. ii. ver. 512. 

by 
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by Apollo from Aimonia, or Ai-Monah, the 
land of the arkite Moon\ whence her fon Arif- 
teus was particularly venerated by the Aimo- 
nians d . 

With a fimilar allufion to the worfhip of 
the Sun, Efculapius the eighth Cabir of San- 
choniatho had a temple in Achaia denomi- 
nated Curos e , and was reckoned in the Gre- 
cian mythology, the fon of Apollo by Corp- 
nis daughter of Phlegyas. 

ft fisya, xctqfiot, fiqcroif fiXet^m KoxXvprie ttuoiv 
'O v $Xtyvr{if emtTtv efo\ (ptXorrjn jiiyeitm 
I .fiegoeosei K oguvtg m Kgpvcty E tt^cwqu f. 

Apollo had likewife a fon called Coronus g ; 
which name, as well as that of his miftrefs 

d Apoll. Argon, lib. ii. ver. 506. Curen& was fuppofed to 
have' given her name to the city CurenS in Africa, which was 
deemed peculiarly facred to Apollo Cameus. Thus Callima- 
chus : 

'Zira^rin to», Kapme, to& vjf>VT%roe th§Me, 

Aivngop av GvjpVy rpiruTop ye pep ctrv Kt 

Hymn, ad Apoll. ver. *]i. 

Jn the fame hymn is particularized the fountain Cure, which, 
according to the fcholiaft, was at CurenS. Ibid. ver. 88. I 
fhall refume the confideration of the hiftory of Arifteus here- 
after. Vide infra chap. x. 
e Pauf. Achaic. p. 2 36. 
f Orac. Apoll. apud. Pauf. Corinth, p. 1 7 1 - 
£ Ibid. p. 123 

M 4 Coro- 
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Coronis, is derived from the compound, Cor- 
On, the folar deity. Hence Efculapius him- 
felf was denominated Curos j and' hence like- 
wife may be deduced the etymology of the 
city Curtones in Beotia, where was a temple 
and grove of Apollo h . 

In confequence of the folar worfhip being 
ingrafted upon the commemorative rites of 
the deluge, while Diana, or the lunar Ark, 
the mythological filter of Apollo, was on the 
one hand efteemed a Titanis, fhe bore alfo on 
the other hand the lolar names of Saronta 
Cora , and Coria k . She was alfo called Per a w 
Jia *, from P’ Ares, the Sun ; and was faid to 
have been brought by Latona to Corijfus, a 
city of Ephefus m . It is obfervable, that her 
mother Ceres, in reference to the fame folar 
worfhip, was by the Cnidians denominated 
Curt n . 

* Pauf. Baeot. p. 737. 

1 Tagwnx Aprtfxiq. Hefych . 

k H pup to* IlpoiTOf yi 3W ixetS&traro 
fxtp Kopxf ■■ 

Callim. Hymn, ad Dian. ver. 233. 

1 E» roi? K araCaXoij «r* to t> jf ITipowiaf AfTtpifros itpop. Strab. 
Geo g. lib. xii. p. 537. 

m Kopiraos «roA»$ t»k To rw Ayru rsxovtrap, xetf tpip 

A^tc/aif xofxiQio-ctp yspopitpYip xotra top t ovop. Steph. Byzan. de 
Urb. p. 466. ' 

n Apud Cnidios Gyre vocatur Ceres. Coel. Rhodig. Le&. 
Ant. lib. xvii. cap. 27. Several other inftances will hereafter 

be 
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The celebrated city of Corinth appears to 
have derived its name likewife from the pre- 
vailing worlhip of Cor, the Sun. It was fup- 
pofed to have been founded by Aletes, one of 
the Heraclidse or Heliadae 0 ; whence Pindar 
calls the Corinthians iroultqKKa.Ta., the children of 
Aletes p. Thefe Heraelidae q , Aletae, or Titans, 
fo celebrated throughout the whole world, 
are faid by Sanchoniatho, as we have already 
obierved, to be the children of Cronus or 
Agruerus, the fcripturalAfoA* and it is remark- 
able, that, as the Titans were denominated 
Heliada r , fo the two great Rajah families in 
Hindoftan ftyled themfelves Surya-Bans and 
Chandra-Bans , or children of the Sun and 


be produced of the Ark being defignated by titles derived from 
the feveral appellations of the Sun. 

9 vyncra.ro ty)$ airoixi as rut *Hpax\ti$u9, on 0 i *Hpaxhu$au 

xaryio-at «k Tlihoirottnaot, xai a.vrof tU wr *Hgax\niu 9 — - Oiroq 

txparnm K opit$n. Schol. in Pind. Olymp. xiii. ver. ij. K^rti 
o xou utopaatt avrtjp A»o$ Ko£i*9oF. Schol. in Pind. 

Nem. vii. ver. 155. Aletes is merely Al-Ait, the god of fire> 
and he is the fame mythological chara&er as his fuppofed an- 
ceftor Hercules. In reference to the union of the two fuperfti- 
tions, he is faid to have been the fon of Hippotes, or Hippa- 
Dus, the god of the Ark. Conon. Narrat. 26. Corinthus is 
Cor-Ain-Thus, the divine folar fountain of beat. 

p Pind. Olymp. xiii. ver. '17. 

q Their father Hercules is Erech-El, the arkite deity 5 and 
he .is the fame perfon as 0(5 ris, as (hall be (hewn hereafter. 

5 Ang. Children of the Sun. 

Moon. 
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Moon. The fame notion prevailed in Peru, 
the Yncas of which boafted of their defcent 
from the two great luminaries of heaven, or, 
in other words, from Noah ^nd the Ark, 
worfoipped in conjunction with the Sun and 
Moon. Nor ftiali we wonder at this fimila- 
rity of religious opinion, when we confider 
the very remote period, at which the union 
of the folar and arkite worfhip took place ; 
a period fo remote, that we cannot fix it 
later, than the age of the tower of Babel, 
which feems in faCl to have been ereCted for 
the purpofes of this very idolatry. Such then 
being the import of the word Corinth, we 
fhall be at no lofs to underftand the meaning 
of the conteft between Neptune and the Sun, 
which was reported to have been carried on 
for the ifthmus of that city*. It evidently 
alludes to the refiftance made, in the early 
ages, to the union of the two primeval fuper- 
ftitions *; Accordingly, as I (hall take occa- 


8 Asyei va\ & xai 0* Kopu$*oi rio^i Trip* yus tg 
*p<pi<r€nTncr». Pauf. Corinth, p. 112. 

* The ancients had a variety of (imilar legends refpe£ting 
contefts between their gods, which I think may be divided into 
two claffes, as allufive to two entirely different events, the de- 
luge, and the union of the two fuperjhtions. I have already , no- 
ticed the conteft of Neptune and Juno for the fovereignty of 
Argos, and have referred it to the firjl of thefe events. That 
of Minerva and Neptune for the territory of Athens has a fi- 

' milar 
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lion to fliew hereafter, we find in the hiftory 
of the Corinthians, traces no lefs of the arkite, 
than of the folar worlhip. 

From the fame adoration of Cor or Cur, 
Crete was formerly called Curetis u , and a 

milar allufion to the hiftory of the deluge. Hence, in both 
thefe inftances, Juno and Minerva are equally defcribed, not 
as vanquifhed, but as having gained the fuperiority over Nep- 
tune. The Trezenians however preferved a tradition, whic£ 
feems to be a corrupted compound both of the conteft which 
relates to the flood, and of that which defcribes the union pf 
the two fuperftitions. They efteemed Horus the firft of men ; 
and believed, 'that a conteft for th$ir country between Neptune 
and Minerva took place during the reign of Althepus, the Ton 
pf Neptune, and fucceffor of Horus. This is evidently the 
counterpart of the Athenian legend, and is confequently to be 
referred to the hiftory of the deluge, Minerva being a perfonifi- 
cation of the divine wifdom, which preferved the Ark; but, 
when we find, that the iflue of the Trezenian conteft was not a 
victory gained by Minerva over her adverfary, but an agree- 
ment between the parties jointly to poflefs the country, this 
part of the tradition feems rather to allude to the jun&ion of 
the arkite worfhip with that of the Sun. Pauf. Corinth, 
p. 181. 

u Doflades earn aCreta nympha Herperidis filia, Anaximan-r 
der a rege Curetum, Philiftides Mallotes Crates primum JE~ 
riam di£tam, deinde poftea Curetin. Piin. Nat. Hift. lib. iv, 
cap. 12. Ol (/.tv Qaeiv clisq t« xofvif Ko^w, xay KguriM xotroc 
evyxovryv' ol h avro Kprroj ra Aioj xai I&ztas WfAtpw ol 

ai ro KpnrifiS /aia$ ruv 'JL<rirt£i}uv' ol & cctto •mo? ynywovs Kgnrof. 
Steph. Byzant. de Urb. p. 479. Crete is the fame word in 
reality as Curetis ; for, as Stephanus juftly obferves, Crete is 
merely the fyncopated form of Curete . The fame obfervation 
may be extended to the fuppofed earth-born monarch Cres, who 

is 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



A DISSERTATION 


174 

diftrid in Afia Minor Carta. It is remark- 
able, that the citadel of Megara was like wife 
denominated Carta, as it was fuppofed from 
Car the fon of Phoroneus, in the time of 
whofe father Inachus the deluge happened x . 
In a fimilar manner, and with a fimilar allu- 
fion to the united fuperftitions, a city of Chi- 
os, which bore the name of Carides, was faid 
to have been built by Macar, and the perfons, 
who efcaped from the flood of Deucalion y . 

Another title of the Sun, to return from 
this digreflion refpedting the fyllable Cur, or 
Cor, was Phaetbon, or Ph’Aith-On, the burn- 
ing folar orb. Thus Sophocles : 

Tin wore tcepywoi Aw, y 
Tin $<te9'uv AAioc, 

Ei Tctur etyo^uvres 
Kparriimv SKtjAoi z . 

Where is thy lightning, Jove? and where thy 
power, 

is evidently the folar deity Cures. The mythological hiftory 
of Crete will be refumed hereafter, chap. vi. 

x ExaAttro h xaf rj M tya^uv ecxgov oX*$ Kccpia cnco Kopo? th Qofu- 

w»f. Steph. Byzant. de Urb. p. 449. 

y Kafihf «r*p» Xtov tw vnao*. Epopof tv Tin wgury *rop«> vcr\ca,\ 
Qcttrxvv avmv ruf haffuSirra* tx tv it* AtvxaXwtof ytvofxtvov xctTot.- 
xXvajAU (Atrct Maxapo?* xxj ftc^p* vvv top totov *utX**&a* K ap»&*S. 

Ibid, p.451. Macar is Ma-Car, tie great Sun. 

* Ele6t. ver. 825. 

All- 
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All-feeing Phaethon ? if this foul deed 
Be unrequited. 

Phaethon indeed is uliially, defcribed as the 
Ion of Apollo, but this is merely one of the 
inftances of genealogical repetition fo com- 
mon in the mythology of the ancients. The 
hiftory of his birth feems to be founded on 
the junction of the two primitive modes of 
worfhip : thus, he was fuppofed to be the 
offspring of the Sun by Clymene the daugh- 
ter of Oceanus and Tethysj who is faid by 
Nonnus to have been born in the neighbour- 
hood of Nufa, the fcene of the fabulous ex- 
ploits of Bacchus, and who in fadt was no 
other than CularMena, the hollow Noetic 
Ark*. 

SlxBouio? xeXaJuv fUTqxfMvof out Tuya. xcr/in 
Ik/moXsIw myt N vtxrcw ouyuv ycuqo^pv v§'eo(>, 
TtjS'vcf ofiiX*i<rctf vfotvcuofc 

N vptytof v^euroetf KXsj/obvIw tsksv,— 

S7TI f lofty, — 

Ka/tve ziv(>ot m/juric ers^a ©t/g/ b . — 

The folar Noah was adored likewife under 
the name of Ares or Mars. Hence the title 


a Clymene is alfo faid to have been the mother of Atlas# 
and for the very fame reafon. Vide fupra p. 1 13, 1 1 j. 
b Nonni Dionyf. lib. xxxvii. p. 639. 

Ares, 
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Ares, in the compound form of Dus- Ares, 
was given to Bacchus 0 ; and hence, as we 
learn from Macrobius, Mars was efteemed 
the fame as Bacchus, and the Sun. The Ac- 
citani adorned the head of his ftatue with 
rays of glory, and denominated him Net on, a 
word poffibly compounded of Nu -Ait-On, 
Noah the burning Sun A : his worfhip however 
feems to have come originally from the Eaft, 
for, according to the author of the Cbronicon 
Pafchale, Ares was an ancient king of Ailyria, 
the fon of Sames, the brother of Rhea c . He 
was the fame as the Babylonian Belus or 
Baal, the word Ares lignifying the folar orb ; 
and, in a limilar manner, his imaginary father 
Sames was alfo the Sun f : hence, in reference 
to the union of the two fuperftitions, he was 
defcribed as the brother of Rhea, or the lunar 
Ark. 


c Auffafr.v nu Aiowaov. Hefych. 

d Quae de Libero patre di&a funt, haec Martem eundem ac 
Solem efife demonftrant, fiquidem plerique Liberum cum Marte 
conjungunt. — Accitani etiam, Hifpana gens, (imulacrum Mar- 
tis radiis ornatum maxima religione celebrant, Neton vocantes. 
Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 19. Mars is evidently Ma-Ares, 
the great Sun. 

e Msrct & Nuroir &aj , i\tv?tn Acavpivv ©«££<*? opo/mclti, om»a fxtlv- 
no/xxrep 0 tovtqv 'mocryg Zctpw tx rvf P«»? Agia. Chron. 

Pafch. p. 37. 

f Sames is ttfDtfc’, and Ares is Din. 

Another 
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Another title of the fame import was Her- 
cules, who, confidered in one point of view 
is Arech-El, the God of the Ark, and in ano- 
ther, is a perfonification of the glorious lumi- 
nary of day. Thus, while Apollodorus de- 
fcribes him as failing over the vaft ocean in 
a golden cup, which he had received as a 
gift from Apollo 6 ; Macrobius exprefsly aflerts, 
that this cup was nothing more than ,a fhip, 
and yet declares, that Hercules was a name 
of the Sun h . Hence, he was worfhipped by 
the Beotians under the appellation of Charops, 
or Car-Op, the folar ferpent '. 

It is remarkable, that although the word 
‘Titan properly fignifies a diluvian, yet, as we 
are allured by the author of the Orphic 
hymns, it was likewife a title of the Sun. 


* O it (*HAto?) rr)v p«a» atne (*Hp axAeus) §ccv[ao<t*s, ypwrtop 
» u to> Qxtarot hurt pan. Apoliod. Bibl. lib. ii . 

cap. 5. See alfo Athen. Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 470. 

h Ego tamen arbitror non poculo Herculem maria tranf- 
ve6tum, fed navigio, cui fcypho nomen fuit. Saturn, lib. v. 
cap. 21. Praeterea facrorum adminiftrationes apud iEgyptios 
multiplier a&u multiplicem dei aflerunt poteftatem, lignifican- 
tes Herculem hunc effe to* «» ottx.cn xau ha oravrup ijAtor. Ibid, 
lib. i. cap. 20. The twelve labours of Hercules moft probably 
fignify nothing more, than the paflage of the Sun through the 
twelve tigns of the zodiac. 

1 Awnpv h tnv pax Ant Xapoif/ lonxAvxnT trravSa h of B otarrop 

teyuo-ip upaGwat top 'HpaxXt* ayotrot top ahi xvpot, Pauf. Baeot. 

P* 779 - 
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Tito# ’Xj^vrcwyni ‘T tm^/uv, xyivtov <pus, 

A e£te p>ev ytveruft r\xs, evawj its wxtef, 

-r — — — — 

$ur$oqe, cuoXo&xte, (pegsrGie, xamips Ucuan, 

A lefatAtf, apt bare, xqovx ajuvare Z<s6f k . 

The reafon of fiich an application of the 
name Titan was evidently the joint adoration 
of the diluvian Noah and the folar orb. 

The whole of the preceding obfervations 
are decidedly confirmed by Nonnus, who pro- 
nounces Hercules, Belus, Ammon, Apis, Cro- 
nus, Jupiter, Serapis, Phaethon, Mithras, and 
Apollo, to be all equally the fame folar deity. 

A ,<rj>o%tTav 'H&cxAer, ana.% vsvqof, e^x/xpe xurp.it, 

‘HeA«, tyareoio J But $o)u%wkh tsoifutv, 

B*?Aor st Et Ap^tfrae, A iQvf xexXtipms Appav, 

A iris t<pvs NhXuos, A&np tyovos, Aosvg/of Z<sGf 

E<rs 'tay/nris e(pvf AiyvMioe, cuweQeXoe ZdGs, 

E< K ijovor, « §cCi&uv troAuaw/iof, etre av MiB"(>cts, 

‘HsA iof BtftCuAajj'Of , ev 'EJActJl AeA <p«? AiroTAav h 

In fine, the Clarian Apollo direftly aflerts 
his identity with the Sun, with Horus, with 
Ofiris, and with Bacchus. 

k Hymn 7. 

1 Nonni Dionyf. lib. xl. p. 683, 684, 685. 

*HA«f, 
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'HA<u?, 'Slgor, Oaig/f euictjr, Aiwvtrof, Atto&uv, 

'Qqm x,ctf kouqwv Tttfuri?, a^e^uv re xctf opQquv, 

Hus’ Kct\ wktos T3oXvct.tgs^og ryict vufACov, 

ZatyAeyeuv ev?{>uv jSaoiA <sCv, atyzivarov iZv^ m . 

From thefe remarks on the polyonymy of 
the folar Noah, I fh all proceed to treat of the 
union of the two great primitive fuperfti- 
tions ; which event I' apprehend to have been 
the caufe, why we fometimes find the prin- 
cipal deity of the Gentiles reprefented as the 
Sun, and fometimes deferibed as having been 
inclofed within an ark, or having failed in a 
fhip over the waters of the diluvian Ocean. 

Symbolical imagery was very much in 
ufe among the ancients, ahd will be found 
to provide the whole of their heterogeneous 
mythology. A heifer feems to have been 
adopted as perhaps the moft ufual emblem 
of the Ark, and a ferpent as that of the Sun ; 
while the great patriarch himfelf was fomc- 
times worfhipped under the form of a bull, 
and fometimes, in confequence of his union 
with the Sun, hieroglyphically deferibed as a 
ferpent having the head of a bull n . 

That the heifer was an emblem of the Ark 
appears from a very curious pafTage in the 

m Orac. Vet. Opfop. p. 6 . 
n Mont. Ant. voL ii, p. 204. 

vol. i. * • n 17 " Ety- 
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Etymologicon Magnum, the author of which 
informs us, that 5 Vheba, in the Syrian dialed, 
fignified a heifer ; and he further obferves, 
that Thebes, the capital of Beotia, owed its 
name to the circumftance of Cadmus being 
led by an animal of that fpecies to the place 
where the city was afterwards built 0 . The im- 
port however of fheba, in the Hebrew lan- 
guage, is an ark ; and the only reafon, why a 
heifer was defignated by the fame appellation, 
was the circumftance of its being ufed as an 
arkite emblem. The whole tradition indeed 
refpeding Cadmus is founded upon the union 
of the two fymbols now under confideration. 
Europa, who is the very fame mythological 
chara<fler as Aftarte, Venus, or the lunar Ark, 
notwithftanding fhe has borrowed her name 
from Eur-Op, the folar ferpent p , is violently 


0 ©>}£« Zt/gin Xiyerai n j 3 tf«* o$ev ixXoj^WaF ocl Gy&m vifo to*/ 
K« 3 )xa xt i&Bicrui, In fyrwv ttj* 107x0* EAa£e xaToix»jcra», 

07 rtf w Qas savTvit xuTaSrj an. Etym. Mag. vox ©»j£a. The fame 
obferVation is made by Tzetzes : QvGrj ya.% vj £a? xara 'Lvfxq. 
Schol. in Lycoph. ver, 1206. 

p Lucian informs us, that the priefts of Hierapolis aflured 
him, that Aftarte and Europa were the fame perfon : accord- 
ingly, as Europa was feigned to have been carried away by a 
bull, fo Aftarte was reprefented with the horns of that animal. 
The application of the folar epithet Europa to the Ark is a 
fpecies of mythological impropriety by no means uncommon. 
Thus Ceres, Proferpine, and Venus, were called Cure, Coria, 
and Perfitlea) from Cur, and P’Ares, the Sur^ notwithftanding 

they 
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carried away from Phenicia upon the arkite 
bull*.' Jupiter, her lover, who is faid to have 
affumed the form of that animal, is the Noe- 
tic Sun 1 ; whence he is fuppofed to have con- 
veyed his prize into Crete, the ancient Cure- 
tis, or Cur- Ait, the land facred to the orb of 
day. Cadmus, or Cadm-On, the oriental fi- 
lar deity s , comes, in fearch of his lifter, to 
Beotia, the country of Buto, or the tauriform 
Ark * ; where he founds T’heba, being con- 


they were each a perfonification of the Ark ; while Rhea and 
Diana bore the names of Ops , and Oupis, words derived, like 
Europa , from Op or Ob, the folar ferpent . Ovm uvourer, svvTn, 
<paser<poft — . Callim. Hymn, ad Dian. ver. 204. Ampelius 
gives the title Ops to Diana, as well as to Rhea. Tertia, quae 
vocatur Ops, de Glauco. Amp. cap. 9. Perfithea feems to be 
Perazi-Thea, the goddefs of the Perazltes, or worjbippers of the 
Sun . Perfitheam invenio Venerem nuncupatam,. Ccel. Rhodig. 
Left. Ant. lib. xviii. cap. 18. IlE^Sea ^ A<ppo 3 iT»j. Hefych. 
With a fimilar allufion to P’Eres, the Sun> the cock, who loud- 
ly hails the approach of day, received the appellation of Per - 
feus . r legcriKOS ogng 0 aKsxlgvup. Helych. Fleptrixof opus 0 ufaxlvp. 
Suid. 

q Europa is faid by Pindar to have been the daughter of Ti- 
tyus, (Pyth. Od. 4.) and by Herodotus to have been the mo- 
ther of Minos. (Herod, lib. i. cap. 17 3.) Both thefe accounts 
are perfeftly accurate, Tityus being only a perfonification of 
the deluge, (vide infra chap, v.) and Minos being the patri- 
arch Noah. 

r The bull of Europa was the fame as the Cretan Talus, Ita- 
lotus, or Minotaur. Vide infra chap. vi. 

5 More will be faid of Cadmus hereafter. Vide infra chap. vii. 

1 Buto is Bu-Do, or Bu-Du, the divine tauriform Ark . 

n 2 dudted 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



a Dissertation 


i 86 

du&ed by a heifer, and having encountered 
in battle a tremendous Jerfent u . 

The traditional hiftory of Thebes perfectly 
accords with this interpretation of the fable 
of Cadmus. Ogyges, the fuppofed fon of Nep- 
tune and Aliftra, was efleemed its moft ancient 
fovereign 1 ; and in his time a great deluge hap- 


u The continent of Europe derived its name from the wor- 
fhip of Eur-Op, the ferpent of the Sun, not from the fabulous 
Europa. Herodotus juftly explodes the notion of its being fo 
called from the Phenician princefs, obferving very naturally, 
that the never once faw the region, which the Greeks denomi- 
nated Europe , but that Ihe was conveyed from Tyre into Crete, 
and from Crete into Africa. Herod, lib. iv. cap. 45. Some 
other fables refpe&ing the origin of the word Europe may be 
found in Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 1285. 

x Both Ogyges and Cadmus however are reported to have 
come from Thebes in Egypt. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 1206. The 
fa£t is, that the Grecian Thebes was a mere tranfeript of the 
Egyptian Thebes. In both, the rites of the Ark equally pre- 
vailed, and both equally derived their refpe&ive names from 
*Tbeba. The firft wife of Agenor is faid to have been Damno, 
the daughter of Belus ; and the fecond, Argiope, the daughter 
of the river Nile, who was the mother of Cadmus. Pherec, 
apud Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. iii. ver. 1185. Damno and 
Argiope are in fa& the fame mythological chkradter $ for 
Damno is Da-Meno, the Noetic Ark, and Argiope is Arg-Opa* 
the ophite Ark. It is worthy of obfervation, that Ogyges, ac- 
cording to Corinna, was the fon of Beotus. Beotus, as we lhall 
hereafter fee, was the fame as Bootes, Areas, Buddha, or Mer- 
cury 5 in other words, the principal deity of Bu-Do, the dfain * 
ox* Kopwct h rov flyvyov Boiattv vlov sh tip, Schol, in Apoll. Ar- 
agon. lib. iii. ver. 1177. 

pened. 
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pened, which Varro afcribes to an inundation 
of the fea y . After the flood of Deucalion, 
Jupiter, according to Lycus, became the fa- 
ther of Thebah, by Iodama daughter of Titho- 
nus ; but, according to another account, The- 
bah was the concubine of Jupiter, and the 
mother of Egyptus, whofe daughter was 
named Carche z ; while a third legend repre- 
fents Thebah as the offspring of Cilix, and the 
wife of Corybas, who was the father of the 
Cabiric Corybantes a . All thefe varioufly 
perverted traditions relate equally to one 
event : Aliftra is Al-Es-Tora, the arkite hei- 
fer of the Sun ; Iodama is Io-da-Maia, the 
great mother Io, or Ifs ; Tithonus is Tit-On- 
Nus, the hello- diluvian Noah-, and Carche is 
G’Archa, the illujlrious Ark. With a fimilar 
allufion to the deluge, Arne, a town of Beotia, 
is faid to have received its name from Arno, 
the nurfe of Neptune b . Arno however is mere- 
ly Aran-No, the Ark of Noah ; and flie is the 
fame mythological character as Hippa, who 
was feigned to be the nurfe of Bacchus. 

The rape of Europa then fignifies nothing 
more than the jundtion of the two primitive 

y Varr. de Re Ruft. lib. iii. cap. i. 

? Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 1206. 

* Diod. Sic. JJibl. lib. v. p. 323. 

b Tzet, in Lycoph. ver, 644. 

n 3 fuper- 
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fuperftitions, which appears to have been ac- 
complifhed by violence ; and I apprehend, 
that the fable of Coronis being ravifhed by 
Butes is a legend of precifely the fame im- 
port c . The name of Coronis, who is alio de- 
fcribed as the concubine of Apollo, is derived 
from Cor- On, the folar orb, as that of Europa 
is from Eur-Op, the folar ferpent ; while the 
appellation of her allegorical lover Butes is 
merely the compound Bu-Dus, the god of the 
arkite heifer d . 

As the ancients were accuftomed to repre- 
fent the union of the two modes of worfhip 
under the image of a rape, fo the circumftance 
of the Ark being lometimes confidered as the 
mother, fometimes as the daughter, and fome- 
times as the confort of its builder, feems to 
have given rife to feveral wild traditions re- 
fpe&ing inceftuous connections. A curious 
legend of this nature has been preferved by 
Herodotus, in which the fymbolical bull makes 
a very confpicuous figure. He informs us. 


c KoguviSa. ayrraytKrcLv ffv»avctyitcio$7)yctf ru Btircc, avyoixicrctj * 

Diod. Bibl. lib. v. p. 324. 

d Butes is the fame as Buddha or Mercury. He was wor- 
ihipped at Athens in conjunftion with Vulcan, Neptune, and 
Erechtheus. His chara6ler will be more particularly exa- 
mined, when I treat of the hiftory of Mercury. Vide infra 
chap. v. 

that 
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that an ancient king of Egypt, named Myce - 
ririus, violently committed inceft with his 
own daughter; and afterwards, when Ihe 
died of grief in confequence of the crime, in- 
clofed her body in a wooden figure of ah ox, 
which bore between its horns a reprefentation 
of the Sun e . Mr. Bryant is of opinion, that 
the ox is no other than tfre facred ox of Ofi- 
ris, and that Herodotus is totally miftakenin 
applying it to the fable of Mycerinus. The 
fir ft of thefe fuppofitions I fully admit, but I 
am much inclined to doubt the propriety of 
the fecond. The hiftory of the early Egyp- 
tian princes, like that of the Hindoo fove- 
reigns, feems to be entirely fabulous, confid- 
ing only of allufions to the rites of the united 
Sabian and arkite idolatry. Such I conceive 
to be the cafe with the ftory of Mycerinus. 
This imaginary king is fimply Ma-Car-Nus, 
the great folar Noah ; while his daughter, and 
the wooden image, are the two moft ufual 
fymbols of the Ark, a woman, and an ox f . 
With regard to the figure of the Sun placed 


c Herod, lib. ii. cap. 131, 132. 

f As Theba indifferently fignifies either an ark, or a heifer ; 
fo, in a fimilar manner, Soros, a coffin, is derived from Sor, 
a hull , the Ark, as we fhall hereafter fee, being confidered in 
the Myfteries as the coffin within which the Noetic family was 
incloled. 

N 4 b e_ 
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between the horns of the animal, it evidently 
relates to the folar worfhip fo early ingrafted 
upon the commemorative rites of the Ark 5 . 

The fymbol of the ox occurs alfo in the 
mythological hiftory of Bufiris, one of the an- 
cient heroes of Egypt h . In the Etymologicon 
Magnum his name is derived from the cir- 
cumftance of his having yoked oxen together 
for the purpofes of agriculture 1 : but I am ra- 
ther inclined to think it a compound of Bu- 
Sir, the helio-arkite bull. I doubt not, but 
that this Bufiris was the fame as Ofiris, of 
Noah, to whom, as I have already obferved, 
the bull was efteemed peculiarly facred. 


s There are feveral other traditions of a fimilar nature. 
Thus Proeris is faid to have borne Aglaurus, or Agl-Aur, 
I°^ ar to ^ er father Erechtheus, or Erech- 
Thus, the god of the Ark. Hyg. Fab. 253. Thus alfo Hippo- 
damia, or Hippa-Da-Maia, the arkite mother , is feigned to have 
committed inceft with her allegorical father Oinomaus 5 Ibid, 
and Menephron is reported to have been guilty of the fame 
crime with his mother at Cyllene in Arcadia. Ovid. Metam. 
lib. vii. ver. 386. The word Oinomaus (ignifies a defire of wine, 
and alludes to the circumftance of Noah’s having planted a 
vineyard ; Menephron is Men- Hiph- Aron, the arkite Noah ; 
and Cyllene was famed for the birth of the diluvian god Mer- 
cury. Cyllene in Arcadia Teems to have been fo called in ho* 
nour of Culah-Nah, the Ark of Noah. 

h Herod, lib. ii. cap. 61. compared With the preceding cita- 
tion. 

1 TO etfsiv. Etym. Mag. vox Btxnps. 

Hence, 
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Hence, in reference to the events of the de- 
luge, this animal, the well-known lymbol of 
the great patriarch, is reprefented, in the up- 
per compartment of the Bembine table, {land- 
ing in the facred Baris, or {hip of Ifis, and 
accompanied by two human figures. 

The bull then being emblematical of Noah, 
and the heifer of the Ark, we {hall perceive 
the reafon, why the Greeks called a particu- 
lar kind of {hips' by the name of ‘Taurocercu- 
ri k ; why Bubartis fignified a galley 1 ; and 
why Diana, or the arkite Moon, was deno- 
minated Taurione. According to Suidas, {he 
received this, title, becaufe lhe rode upon 
bulls'"; but, in reality, Taurione is a mere 
compound of Tor-Ionah, the tauric or arkite 
dove. In a limilar manner, Minerva, an- 
other diluvian goddefs, was fometimes ltyled 
Ttaurobolos, as being Toro-Bolah, the fovereign 
mijirefs of the Ark and fometimes Budea , 
and Etbyia. 

H zaoXb.a> di\ B xdeteu), A i&viat, Kcc!w, 

Aqaryov twdajrctmc °. 


k T avfoxigxegoi, wor ocfxi» wXota. Suit!. Lex. 

1 BaGafitf, onoj ua vupa Helych. From Bo, an ox, 

the Greek Cibotus , and the Englilh Boat, feem equally to be 
derived. 

* y awry er*> xai ravaotf. Suid. 

* T*i >pa£otos, $ A&jwt. Ibid. 
p Lycopb. CafTan. rer. 359. 

The 
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The former of thefe two laft titles, as we 
learn from Tzetzes, was thought to allude to 
her having yoked oxen together in the plow; 
and the latter to her having firft taught men 
the art of navigation p . Budea however is a 
word of the very fame import as Buto, being 
the compound term Bu-Dea, the goddefs of the 
Ark ; and Etbyia is the name of a fpecies of 
lea-bird, applied, as it appears, metaphorically 
to Minerva, on account of her being a dilu- 
vian goddels. 

As the heifer was emblematical of the Ark, 
fo was the ferpent of the Sun. Hence the 
Egyptian Ofiris, and the Perfian Mithras, 
were alike depicted encompalTed in the vo- 
lumes of a fnake. Accordingly we are in- 
formed by Macrobius, that a dragon was ufed 
as a fymbol of the Sun j on which account 
it was placed at the feet of the ftatues of Ef- 
culapius and Salus, Efculapius being a per- 
foniftcation of the Sun, and Salus of . the 
Moon q . This declaration is very remarkable ; 
for it is not ealy to conceive, why Salus, or 

p Tzct. in Ioc. 

* Simulacris ^Efculapii et Salutis draco fubjungitur, quod 
hi ad Solis naturam, Lunaeque referuntur. — -Virefeunt draconesi 
per annos iingulos pelle fene&utis exuta, propterea et ad ipfum 
Solem fpecies draconis refertur $ quia Sol Temper, velut a qua- 
dam imae depreflionis fene&a in altitudinem fuam, ut in robur 
revertitur juventutis. Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 2Q. 

Safety > 
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Jafety, ftiould be fuppofed by the ancient my- 
thologifts to be defcriptive of the nature of 
the Moon, unlefs from the circumftance of 
the Ark being adored in conjunction with, 
that planet. 

The name, by which the folar ferpent was 
ufually defjgnated, was Ob or Op T ; whence 
the Greeks borrowed their word Op his. This 
will point out to us the reafon, why Corope 
in Theflaly, according to Nicander in Stepha- 
fius of Byzantium, was efteemed facred to 
Apollo 8 . Corope is Cor-Op-Ai, the land of 
the folar ferpent } and t^ie ophite fuperftition 
was no doubt eftablifhed there. The folar 
title Corybas feems to have the fame relation 
to the emblematical worfhip of the fnake. I 
have already obferved, that the eldeft Apollo 
was, like the Cabiri, the Ion of Vulcan; and 
the fecond, of Corybas Vulcan however 
and Corybas were both equally names of the 


r UK is properly an oracular ferpent , or a divining ventnh - 
quijl. 

8 Kopumi 'WoPu* Svpaxois. 

- 1 n tv AiroMwv 

M acneta; Kogciraiiof tSy xaro, xeq Stput avtyvr. 

Steph. Byzan. de Urb. p. 469. 

* Apollinum antiquiflimus is, quem paulo ante a Volcano 
natum cfle dixi, cuftodem Athenarum : alter Corybantis filius, 
natus in Creta, Cicer. de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. cap. 23. 

Sun; 
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Sun ; for, as Vulcan is the folar fire, fo Cory- 
bas, or Curbas, (as the word is written con- 
tra&edly) is Cor-Ob-As, the fiery folar ferpent. 

The author of the Orphic hymns- accord- 
ingly attributes to him the aflumption of a 
ferpentine form, and ftyles him the double god, 
the gloomy Cures' 1 . 

KtaXtiuKu x&ovo? ctevct a (ZamAyct /. teyvfov 
Kv^otwr oA Qiofiotpov, ctpqiov, <t7r^oro^ot,Tov, 
NvKTSg/VOV Knfl*l7% — 

AioAoLto^ov cueiKTU., S'soy thpuy, voAvfioffiov , 
Qoiviov, cu/yutxfivix natnyvyruv vtto Jtoj -uv. 

Ay as, of yvufMumv eva.»Sxt%ci4 de/Mtf ctyvov 
OrjpcTU7rX Jtfievof fzoQtplw b'voQepio dgftxurrof*. 

Apollo himfelf is Ab-Baal - On, father Baal the 
Sun ; and his title Phebus, or, as the Greeks 
exprefs it, Phoibos, feems to be compounded 
of Ph’Ob-As, the fiery ferpent : whence fome 
tradition of a fnake is invariably interwoven 
with the mythological hiftory of this deity. 
Confidered as the Baal of the Eaft, he is very 
properly faid by Nonnus to be no other than 
the Aflyrian Belus, who, in allufion to the 
union of the two fuperftitions, was defcribed 

* Thefe expreflaons allude to 'Noah’s having beheld two 
worlds, and to his having been confined within the gloomy ca- 
yity of the Ark. 

x Orph. Hymn. 3S. 

as 
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as the fon of the diluvian Neptune by Libya 
daughter of Epaphus; while Epaphus himfelf 
was fuppofed to be the offspring of the arkite 
heifer Io, the Ifis or Ceres of Egypt. 

————A vcvfloftevcio Jf xa^ns 
A lyinfliijs Mzcp.ihx.tos las 

Evofycots oftotpcirof iAuxrerai cerfx.os cl*\tcus' 

Ev 3 " Eom<poy Aii Ttxrev cucrizyunav on xohxw 
Ivax^IS J'et/Mh.tjs erntymoicTO B’etos ctxoiTris 
Xeqmv t(>u(Jt.ctviteri' faysvecs & tox*ios 

Eorutpx AiQwj, AiGvys £ hti m<sov ofrdjuv 
'M.tfjjpici'os <fX£/s ixeun HoretJciav /Miuvasris, 

IT ctfow ixvdjoov E’mtyi'iJ'ct, *«/ tots xa^ 
Ae^xfisvtj vt tertizp. ftvS’x yjs^reom eforlw. 
tIuuol AiStw Ttxe Btihcv y. — 

Hence we find, that, although Baal be the 
Sun, yet he was not unfrequently reprefented 
under the form of the Noetic fymbol, the 
bull ; while the goddefs Baaltis, or Baal ah, 
bore the figure of a heifer 1 . Baal and Baal- 
tis are the fame mythological characters as 
Ofiris and Ifis, whofe fymbols were, in a fimi- 
lar manner, a bull and a heifer, and who, as 
1 have already obferved, were Noah, and the 


y Nonni Dionyf. lib. iii. p. 6 2. See alfo Apollod. Bibl. 
lib. ii. cap. 1. and Schol. in Pind. Pyth. iv. ver. 25. 

2 Ty Baa a ?y lapcthM. Tobit. i. 5, See alio Sanchoniatho’s 
account of Aftartc. 

Ark, 
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Ark, adored in conjunction with the Sun and 
Moon. The tauriform idol Moloch is another 
inftance of the introduction of the arkite em- 
blem into the worfhip of the Sun. The 
image of this deity had the head of a bull ; 
and, in reference partly to the number of the 
planets, and partly to that of the Cabiri, the 
hollow fpace contained within his body was 
divided into fcven partitions, for the pur- 
pofe of receiving victims of different degrees 
of dignity*. 

I have obferved, .that Bacchus or Diomifus 
was one of the many titles of the helio-arkite 
Noah j accordingly in his perfon the two em- 
blems at prefent under confideration will be 
found to be eminently united. The Atheni- 
ans, as we learn from Arrian, worfhipped him 
as the fon of Jupiter and Proferpine b ; and 


* Do6tifljmi Pauli Fagii verba de Moloch, in Chaldaeam pa- 
raphrafm Levitici fcripta, et ex Ebrseorum etiam mopimentis 
fumpta, adj ungam. Fuit autem Moloch Imago concava ha- 
bens feptem conclavia j unum aperiebant fimilae ofFerendae ; 
aliud turturibus ; tertium ovi ; quartum arieti, quintum vi- 
tulo; fextum bovi. Qui vero volebat offerre filium, huic ape- 
riebatur feptimum cubiculum, et facies hujus idoli erat ut fa- 
cies vituli. Seld. de Dis Syr. Synt. i. cap. 6 . 

b A&jraioi Aiowao* top a»op xctf o-tGepip. Arrian, de Ex- 
ped. Alex. lib. ii. cap. 16. This Bacchus, the fon of Jupiter 
and Proferpine, is faid by Diodorus Siculus to have been born 
in Crete or Curetis, and to have been torn in pieces by the 
Titans. TVtop top yiyonvccj Qettriv tx A*o; xctf Ilqri (point 

XXTX 
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tlie author of the Etymologic on Magnum men- 
tions him under the name of Zagreus, the 
terreftrial or infernal Dionufus c : he is the 
lame therefore as Pluto or Hades d . Jupiter 
however accomplilhed the rape of Proferpine 
under the figure of a dragon e ; and Bacchus 
is univerfally defcribed as bearing fome refem- 
blance to a bull. 

HJV ydf) f&evecuve vsov Aiowrov ctsfynv, 

Taa^otpvef f&if&tif&a, imhcwyaics Aiowtra, 

A.ivo[x.oqx Zayprioc e^uv ■ujo&ov v\f/i/u.eJa>v Zdjs' 

'Oy Ttxe ne^a-eCpcma fyctxovretri A 10s iwv\ f. 


Kara rw Kpnrv) », ot OpQevg zxrtx, rug r ifarcig ‘m*(>tfrtext fruovrvpen* 
ivo t uv T*t avuf, Diod, Bibl. lib. v. p. 342. Bacchus was fome- 
times fuppofed to be the Ton of Semele j and it is a curious cir- 
dumflance, that the icholial^ upon Heliod aflerts, that Se’melS 
was nothing more than a vine. * apwiXog. Schol. in 

Theog. ver. 940. The hiftory of Bacchus indeed is replete 
with allufions to the firft planting of the vineyard by Noah. 

c Zaypivg 0 Aiovveros mapoc ro*g utoojT aug' froze* ya$ 0 Ztvg (jayyvas 
m Tlepcrctyoni, vg %$o)nos o Aton /crog. See alio Nonni Dionyfl 
paflim. 

d flvTog frt Al'frrs xcu Atcwrog. Clem* Cohort, p. 3 o * 
c Poftea etiam Proferpinam filiam fuam fub draconis fpecie 
violavit, et Dionyfum ex ea genuit. Athenag. Legat. pro 
Chrift. p. 20. Liberi quinque. Primus cx Jove et Profer- 
pina : hie agricola, et inventor vini, cujus foror Ceres — Ter- 
tius de Cabito, qui regnavit in Afia. Amp. cap. 9. For Ca - 
bitus, whom Ampelius deferibes as the father of Bacchus, we 
ought undoubtedly to read Cabirus . 
f Nonni Dionyf, lib. v. p. no* 

Hence 
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Hence we fhall fee the reafon, why, in the 
Bacchic Myfteries, the bull was celebrated as 
the parent of the dragon, and the dragon as 
the parent of the bull 6 . 

The whole hiftory indeed of Bacchus is 
full of allufions to the fymbols of the bull, 
and the Jerpent. Thus we learn from Non- 
nus, that the Corybantes inclofed him, when 
young, in ox-hides, having received him in 
charge from Rhea, or the Ark : 

UcuJoxojxoi K 0<>vQcunrtf ctejrofisvx Aiowm' 

O i Qgvya, xo A itov tx»vref oftees-ivroAu Tmpjf. 'Pa»| 

N »!7nov ettren Baxxov exvxAu<rourro fioetcuf 

Thus alfo Euripides introduces a chorus of 
Bacchantes inviting him to appear in the 
fhape of a bull, a dragon, or a lion : 

ieu/»l3'i Tcw^og, r\ TSoAvK^pog y iietv . 

A^cxuv, r\ 'avg/.ipAeyct) v 
Ogfudzq A iuv’ 
u B«wc%e ! . — 


2 Sequitur adhuc aliud fymbolum, quod pfo magno mifero- 
rum hominunf credulis auribus traditur, Tavpo; tyaxorrot, y.at 
fyctitui Tavpe vraryp. Jul. Firm, de Error. Prof. Rel. p. 32. 

h Nonni Dionyf. lib. xiii. p. 233. Thefe words indeed may 
perhaps mean, that they danced in a circle round Bacchus* 
haying thongs of ox-hide in their hands ; but Whichever in- 
terpretation be adopted, the allufion to the emblematical bull 
will ftill remain. 

1 Eurip. Bacch. ver. 1015* 

And 
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on The cabiri. 

And thus the author of the Orphic hymns 
ftyles him, the deity with two horns, having 
the head of a bull, even Mars-Dionufus, re- 
verenced in a double form, and adored in con- 
junBion with a beautiful far. 

Kixhtincco Aiovvrov, e£/G(>ofx.ov evaftigyc, 
Tl^aroyom, J'tcpwf, r^/yovov, Bctxxetov cwcistm, 
Aypusv, aqptiTov, x^vptov, Axeg&nx, chju.cg(pov, 
KiocroSpusy, tcw^uttov, Aficv, eviov, ayvov ' c . 

For the fame reafon Plutarch inquires, why 
the women of Elis were accuftomed to invoke 
Bacchus in the words of the following hymn. 

“ Come, hero Dionufus, to thy holy temple 
“ on the fea-fhore ; come, heifer-footed dei- 
“ ty, to thy facrifice, and bring the graces in 
“ thy train ! hear us, O bull worthy of our 
“ veneration ; hear us, O illuftrious bull 1 !” 

After attempting to fblve this queftion in 
a variety of different ways, he concludes with 
afking, whether the title of bull might not be 
given to Bacchus, on account of his being 
the inventor and patron of agriculture m . 

k Orph. Hymn. 29. 

1 Aior* rov A»o tvcror aj ruv HAei uv yuPMxtf vfximo'i <mctgotii<x\uo'£ 
@o€u) <asapayi¥i^on •m^oc ctVTotg ; %X U ^ ouruf 0 vyrotj 

V)f>a Aiowc-e a^»o> 1 $ vaov ayvovj avv %<Z(iiT£cr7w - eg vocov ry (3osu <aro^ 
bit a. iTra^scrtv, a|»£ Tavf*. Plut. Gtuaeft. Graec. p. 299. 

m Or* y.ai oipoTpa xai atropn <oroMoi ti* Ssoy agxyyot ysyovttxi *0- 

vol; 1. o Bac- 
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Bacchus, when confidered as the Sun, is 
called by the author of the works afcribed to 
Orpheus, Pbanes, and Eubuleus ; the former 
of which terms is Ph’Ain-Es, the fountain of 
fire j and the latter, Ob-El, the ferpent deity. 

Ttixav eufcyi <JW, cutivifrov eovm, 

E fcavttyvt fair upjlv xct?iSj<rov 
‘Ov <&] vvv KctXtxcn $ounfm re xcy Aicvvtrov, 
Ev6ifA»ja r eu/cwm, Key Amou/yw ag/^tjXov. ' 
Aft Kot a,?ko KetXnmv nriyfrovutv cu>&(>607rav. 

n (>urrof </\| ef (pa of Atanitros f e7TixXr\&ri, 

Ovvexa. Jive trey xar ami^ovct [mmqov OXv/ittov n . 

Phanes accordingly is defcjribed, as produc- 
ing from himfelf a monfter having the head 
and hair of a man, and the winding volumes 
of an immenfe fnake. 

Av JV i’caijf ocXhluu <yaelw Tix.wau.Tc Savlut 
N ri&toi ej' te^ir, Tstscn^nv tyoGepamov fxiivetv, 

'Hr xuacy pev outto xpjfros xa,Xov re ts^stuttcv 
Hi» e<n&tv, tu i'e A 017 m pepy (pcGeqoio Jpxxovror 
Ao%evor efc <txpx°. 

As for Eubuleus, he ’was one of the moft 
ancient Diofcori, or Cabiri, who are faid by 
Cicero, in allufion to the triple offspring of 
Noah, to be three in number, the children of 

n Orph. Frag. ap. Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 18. 

0 Orph. Frag. ap. Athenag. Apol. p. 72. 

the 
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the moil ancient Jupiter and Proferpine p . 
Hence the Orphic writer celebrates Proferpine 
as being the mother of Eubuleus ; 

• Myreg eg/Ggeperx acXvjuo^pt/ EvGxA)}of <1. 

ahd defcribes his birth as ineffably myfte- 
rious. 

EuSvX EvTToXGahiy Aiof Key II S(nrt(povet»\s 
A t>pip-oK Xex.T(>oi<n rexvafaf r . — 

It is obfervable however, that, in confequence 
of Ceres and Proferpine being both equally 
the lunar Ark, Eubuleus is laid by the author 
of the Orphic hymns to be the Ion, not only 
- of Proferpine, but likewife of Ceres, who, in 
her chara&er either of the Earth or of the 
Ark, is celebrated as the fruitful parent of 
mortals and, of immortals*, 

* Primi tres, qui appellantur Anattes, Athenis ex Jove rege 
antiquiffimo et Proferpijia nati, Tritopatreus, Eubuleus, Diony- 
fus. Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. cap. 21. Noah and Ham are 
perpetually confounded together in the mythology of the Gen- 
tiles. Thus, in the present inftance, Eubuleus, eonfidered as 
one of the three Ana6tes, feems to be Ham 5 neverthelefs he is 
alfo defcribed as the very fame perfon as Bacchus or Noah. 
The fame remark is equally applicable to Jupiter, who was al- 
io called Eubuleus . 

* Hymn. 28. 

r Hymn. 29. 

# Thefe immortals were the arkite ogdoad, or the eight Ca- 
biric gods of Egypt. In alluiion to the two principal fymbols, 

02 ^ Ceres 
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At Tcuct fietoiAeta., fact, isoAvavvpis f. i*ire(j 
A^uyoctuv ts %a v yJe Bv*ituv ouB^u7rur 
'H mere /. la/rdjaou. 13oAv7rAa.yx.Tc0 tv cuiy\, 

N rt<retcui x.a,Tt7rcwmi EAdvcnvof yvaAoimv, 

MA^ts t sc A i£lu> Ttfof ccyajului ne/jcrttyovetcw, 
Avmyvof •miS' ocyvcv ofyyniTtigp. A a.%aoa,, 

M luAJTti(> ccyiav Aexifuv xBovtx A log ocyva,. 

EvGxAov Tsjra. 0 u %ov Bvy\ty\$ a. 7 r oua.yx.Yn 4 . 

It is alfo obfervable, that notwithftanding 
Bacchus and Eubuleus are the very fame per- 
fon, the great patriarch worfhipped in con- 
junction with the Sun ; yet Bacchus is fome- 
times defcribed, even by the Orphic poet him- 
felf, as the fon of Eubuleus. 

Qe<r/A.c(poi>ov xocAtu va,(>B*ixc(p oqov A tovvirov, 

'X'/noua. vsoAvfvcvri^ov zsoAvavvvjxov EvGxA jjos - u . 

This however is merely an inftance of the ge- 
nealogical repetition fo frequent in the mytho- 
logy of paganifm ; and is equivalent to the 

Ceres herfelf is reprefented as having firft joined oxen together 
for the purpofes of agriculture, and as riding in a chariot 
drawn by d logons. 

H 7rpuv*i ^tv^aca-a. @cvv x^orr.^x reyoi/rx. 


Ap t ux ^ajtovryoi< 7 *» uTro^sv^aax ya^yoi 1 ;. 

Orph. Hymn. 39, 

1 Hymn. 40. 

K Hymn. 41. 

defcent 
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defcent of Horus from Ofiris, of Efculapius 
from Apollo, and of Apollo from Jupiter. 

The name Eubuleus was not confined fole- 
ly to Bacchus : Jupiter, who was equally the 
folar Noah, bore the fame title 1 . Adonis 
was likewife called Eubuleus ; the reafon of 
which was fimply his identity with the Ca- 
biric Bacchus. Hence, in allufion to the 
fymbolical ox, the Orphic writer ftyles him 
the deity with two horns y ; and defcribes him 
as being the lover both of Venus and Profer- 
pine. 

KA v9~t fix evxoy,tvx TSoAvcowfie bcufiov ctpi^e, 
EvSxXe, xacXvfio(j<pt, TQotyri •aavrcov HQiSinXe. 
—————Xv ■autriv S’uXos’ cutv A iluvt, 

XCevw/im, Xet/Mrav re xaAcus ev xvxXueriv uqcus, 
Sixtous. 

JW yXvxtQov &aA os, epvos tfjaros. 

$e(><reQovrir tpauri7r\oxci[ix XtXTpoitri Ao%ev&tif‘ 

Of vscrrt fiev v cutis vtto Tuqtuqov tjSQOtirra,, 

■Hds 7ra,Xiv zo qos OXvfivrov (this b'tfioo; uqioxcl^ttov’ 1 . 

As Bacchus, confidered in one point of 
view, is the Sun ; fo we find a circumftance 

- V 

recorded in his mythological hiftory, which 


x Diod. Bibl. lib. v. p. 339. 

y Hence alfo, in allufion to the folar ferpent, he was called by 
the Perfians Abobas , or Ab-Ob-As, the great father the fiery fer- 
pent, aGuGcc<;, b A$unq vvo Tle^o-ocicity, Heiych. 
z Orph. Hymn. 55. 

03 plainly 
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plainly (hews, that, in his human capacity, 
he is, like Ofiris, no other than the great pa- 
triarch. According to Paufanias, he and his 
mother Semele were inclofed by Cadmus in 
an ark, and were thus thrown into the fea. 
They reached the Ihore at Brafiae near Epi- 
daurus ; and Ino, or Ifis, in the courfe of her 
wanderings, having come to the fame place, 
became the nurfe of Bacchus. The cave, 
where ffie performed her office, was flill 
Ihewn in the days of Paufanias \ 

There are feveral other fables extant, which 
precifely refemble the preceding tradition re- 


* O l a&pwrot Xgyua-tt tvrxvScl,— fa XipiXui nx 01 top mcn$dt tie 

x.ct{ vi to t« K otbfxti (pv(>ot§ei<jot Xapccxa. a,vn> nctf &io»v<ro<; tp- 
KCCf TY t P XU^VOtXOt VirQ TB xXv$U90S MTUTH* £l( Tljr CT0E- 

rtga *. — Bfotawrctf jk xcq rah vjrfotyvaw. I pu crtfwp e$ nj» 
atpixurSctf nXcLpuyLiPw' t\§8<rct» h eSeAjj con tb Aion/aa yspt&SctP rpo - 

(pop’ xa» OL7CO<pOL\POVC\P (JLIV TO OLYX^OPy t V§CC TOP &109V<T09 Vu. 

Paul*. Lacon. p. 2 71. The ancient myfteries were generally 
conne&ed with fome facred cave, as I (hall have occafion to 
notice in a fubfequent chapter. The fame tradition refpe&ing 
Bacchus is preferved by Diodorus Siculus, excepting only that 
he fuppofes the ark to have landed at Delos. Bibl. lib. v. 
p. 332. The name of this ifland, which was peculiarly fa- 
cred to Apollo, is a mere variation of Talos, one of the titles 
of the Sun . The reader will recoiled the obfervations, which 
have been already made upon the once floating ifle of Delos. 
With a fimilar reference to the rites of the Ark, Bacchus is re- 
prefen ted by Philoftratus as failing in a fhip decked with vine- 
leaves and ivy. Philoft. Icon. lib. i. cap. 19. 

fpcding 
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ipedting Bacchus, and which I doubt not have 
the very fame allufion to the circumftance of 
the folar Noah entering into the Ark. The 
fubjedl of one of thefe legends is Perfeus. 
This hero is defcribed as the fon of Dana& by 
Jupiter ; and in the account of his birth, 
which the fcholiaft upon Apollonius gives us 
from Pherecydes, he reprefents Acrifius as 
bringing his daughter before the altar of Ju- 
piter Ercius, in order that flie might be 
obliged to acknowledge who was the father 
of her child b . Upon her confeffion, he placed 
her along with her fon in an ark, and caft 
them into the fea ; but they were at length 
thrown upon land in the ifland Seriphus. 
Acrifius himfelf was king of Argos, from which 
place he afterwards fled to Larifla through 
fear of Perfeus c . The whole of this hiftory 
is founded upon the junction of the two great 

^ Axpxtip kxt xyet avp r u •maih ith rot faro top Egxm A*os fiupop. 

Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. iv. ver. 1091. Sec alfo Tzet. in 
Lycoph. ver. 838. 

c F tn*> er v tx msgt top Aixtvp /jt,tfjiv9tvrxp A top xpmX xp- 

ffXPTX Trip hupPXXX 70K &XTP TOJP mS{H%80’XP TOP TltfXiX, XXI Tt}» 
(JLV)TtfX AaPXIjV, XXTXTrSTroPTUfXSPtf V It AxpiClti T8 TBXTpOS AotMWJf* 

Strab, Geog. lib. x. p. 487. In a fimilar manner Nonnus : 

t>v Axpxv hx%(p oixop Ohv/tiriop' vypovogu h 
Aapaxof itSo* max Aiof woptiAAito pv jAffa 
fAififofjLtpri Qjy\up xnxvrfuop opSfOP 1 pur up. 

Dionyf. lib. xxv. p. 425. 

04 primi- 
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primitive fuperftitions. Perfeus is P’Ares- 
Zeus, the Sun-, accordingly Tzetzes plainly 
informs us, that Pet-feus was merely a title 
of the folar deity d : his allegorical mother 
Danae is Da-Naue, the Noetic Ark *; the epi- 
thet Ercius, applied to Jupiter in the preced- 
ing narrative, and the name of the city Ar- 
gos, are both equally derived from Erech, or 
Arag, the Ark : the ifland Seriphus owes its 
appellation to the worfbip of Ser-Oph, the 
folar ferpent: and Larifla is Lares- Ai, the land 
of the Cahiric Lares. In allufion to the fym- 
bolical fnake, Perfeus is faid to have been 

d *0 yap Ihgo-ev;, b vXto; utcj xocXv/jlivos. Schol. in Lycoph. 
ver. 17. Uspcrtvq b vXio; t?i. Ibid. Perfeus was fometimes 
feigned to have had no father, but to have been born of a vir^ 
gin. Juft. Mart. Dial, cum Tryph. p. 297. This virgin is his 
mythological mother the Ark $ from which, in the language 
of allegory, he was faid to have been produced without the co- 
operation of a father. Precifely the fame fable is told of the 
Chinefe Fohi, and of the Indian Buddha. Mart. Hift. Sin. 
Jib. i. p. 21. — Ratramn. de Nat. Chrifti, cap. 3. Perfes, the 
imaginary fon of Perfeus, from whom the Perfians are feigned 
to have received their appellation, was, like his father, no other 
than the Sun. top hXiop Xty*. Schol. in Hef. Theog. 

p. 2 69. 

c According to Apollodorus, Acrifius confined Danae in a 
. fubterraneous brazen vault. Apoll. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 4. This 
cavern was one of the fame nature as that in which the Phiga- 
lenfians placed the ftatue of Ceres-Hippa, or the Ark. Vide 
infra chap. vii. 

armed 
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armed with the head of Medufa, the hair of 
which was compofed of ferpents ; and as for 
the deliverance of Andromeda from the fea- 
monffcer, it is only a corrupted tradition of 
the efcape from the deluge, the fifh being 
emblematical of the Ark. 

A fimilar ftory is told by Strabo refpe&ing 
Telephus. He was the fon of Auge, the 
daughter of Aleus, by the diluvian god Her- 
cules, and was expofed at fea in an ark along 
with his mother ; but, by the providential 
care of Minerva, the ark reached the mouth 
of the Caicus in fafety { . 'Telephus, like Per- 
Jeusj, is only a title of the folar deity, being 
compounded of Tel-Oph, the ferpent of the 
Sun ; while the name of his allegorical mo- 
ther Auge is derived from Og, or Aug, the 
ocean. Auge w r as afterwards married to Teu- 
thras king of the Myfians, who adopted Te- 
lephus as his fon. Strabo however mentions 
another fable, in w hich Teuthras is faid to 
have efpoufed the daughter of Areas, or the 
Ark-god 6 . This tradition is in fa6t the fame 

f Ei^iTn^jjS y Z?ro AAcy (pr;ri tv t>j? Avyv)<; e»? ‘Kapvotxot rvjv 

Avyriv xotTctTiSsurav otpac. ru 'zzuih TqKeCpcp xccTccTrofleoSvvui, (pupctc/av- 
to? tij* H peexXetts tySogait. 'Gjpovoia, tw Xocpvocxx 

oSiiacLV tx7reat,v to ropu, tv KaVxy. Strab. Geog. lib. xiii. 
p. 615. 

g AAAjjr ^1 yiyonvoii <rv vTV%iat>, h* m tv Apxa^o? BvyaTYip toj 

Vivom patron avrK^s. Ibid. In reference to the arkite wor- 

Ihip, 
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as the former; for it matters little whether 
Auge, or the Ark, be the mythological daugh- 
ter of Aleus, the folar Noah , or of Areas, the 
great god of the Ark. It is not improbable, 
that Teuthras may be the fame perfon as the 
1‘aautus of Sanchoniatho, the T’eut or T!hoth 
of Egypt, the Theutates of Gaul, and the Her- 
mes of Greece. Taautus'is faid to have been 
the inventor of lymbols, and is connected by 
the Phenician mythologift with the Cabiri, 
as Hermes allb was by the Samothracians with 
the fame deities under the name of Caf- 
mihis h . 

The hiftory of Rheo and Anius is another 
legend of the lame import. Staphylus, the Ion 
of Bacchus, had a daughter called Rheo, who 
became pregnant by Apollo. Her father, 
having difeov^red the illicit commerce, call 
her into the fea inclofed within an ark ; but 
Ihe landed fafely in Eubea, and entering into 

fhip, Aug£ is feigned to have come along with her fon from 
Arcadia. *0 rt T»j \t(poe tx rue Apxochas cctpixfica poplar av /k«t« 
rxq fjwrpog. Ibid. lib. xii. p. 372. According toTzetzes, Areas 
faved the nymph Chryfopeleia from the fury of a wintery tor- 
rent, and afterwards efpoufed her. Schol. in Lycoph. ver. 480. 
Chryfopeleia is literally the golden dove. It is perhaps almoft 
fuperfluous to obferve, that this tradition relates to the pre- 
fervation of the dove by the arkite god from the horrors of the 
yet unabated waters. 

h Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 917. 

a cave 
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a cave there brought forth her fon Anius 1 . 
Rheo is the fame as Rhea, a mere perfonifi- 
cation of the Ark ; Apollo is the folar Noah ; 
and Anius is alfo the great patriarch, under 
the title of Aniun, the naval deity*. Rheo 
is feigned after this event to have married 
Zarex, the grandfon of Chiron ; and it is re- 
markable, that the daughters of her fon Ani- 
us are faid to have been metamorphofed by 
Bacchus into doves *. Zarex is Z’Arech, the 
great arkite, and his anceftor Chiron, as lhall 
hereafter be fhewn, is the patriarch Noah. 

Upon the union of Sabianifm with the ark- 
ite myfteries, the various emblems of this 
compound fuperftition foon occupied diftin- 
guilhed places in the fphere. Hence the con- 
ftellations of the Fijhes and the folar Lion 
were placed among the figns of the zodiac ; 
and hence the three Hyads were fixed in the 

1 Erapvte ru vis Atopvov SvyxTiop ymruh *Pow, AwoXAwr. 

TpS( it tsto 6 Tra^vtof, (Sahvp o? "Kapiaxa, *rpof ryp SuXatacrap atyrr 
xsp. *H *rpQ<7S7rfA*r$v Tjj EvSota, xai Tyf Aapraxof, 

trapes r» arrpp yippa tnaiia, not t Apiop xafat. ' Schol. in Lycoph. 
ver. 570. Anius is deferibed by Virgil, according to the an- 
cient patriarchal cuftom, as being both a king and a pried. 

Rex Anius, rex idem hominum, Phoebique facerdos. 

k Aniun is p'JK, from ' 3 K Ani, ajbip. His relationflrip to 
Apollo is a mere genealogical repetition. 

1 Lycoph. Caftan. ver. 580, — Tzet. Schol. in ibid. — Ovid. 
Metam. lib. xiii. ver. 674. 

head 
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head of the fymbolical Bull. The Hyads, as 
we learn from Euripides, were the daughters 
of Erechtheus, and the nurfes of Bacchus, 
who was himfelf, according to Euphorion, 
denominated Hyas m . Erechtheus and Hyas 
are equally the patriarch Noah ; the former 
being compounded of Erech-Theus, the god 
of the Ark , and the latter fignifying the deity 
cf rain, a title allufive to the dreadful torrents 
of rain, which fell at the time of the deluge. 
Erechtheus was fuppofed to have been: an 
ancient king of Athens ; whence we find, 
that in that city there was a temple called 
Brecht bium, within which, in reference to 
the junction of the two fuperftitions, were 
altars dedicated to- Neptune, Butes, and Vul- 
can. Upon the altar of Neptune they facri- 
ficed to Erechtheus 11 . At this place there 


m <S>£fovrui at 'Yaks ev ru (AtTuiru fa.Ta^a, — ^ h 

oTi tov Aiovvao* an^B^avTo. & o Ato*wwos. Evtyopivv, 

Tvj TavpoxBpuTB Awvvcrau xoTsauaa. 

EvpiTnfos *tv Bt E psx$BVc Svyarepaf 'iCacfot? y£- 

»*>$«* t£ek ycraj. Schol. in Arat. Phaen. p. 23. 

n Efi $e xai oixvifjt, a E ps^siop xa\U{/,BP0f' (3 u[aob 

TIocb^uvo;, s<p* a xaf* EpepfisB Svticriv sx tow fjt,ccvTBVfjLXTo$ y xa\ vpw&f 

Bars , t^tos h 'H<pa»rtf. Pauf. Attic, p. 6 2. Erechtheus is faid 
by Tzetzes to be the fame both as Jupiter and Neptune, or in 
other words the folari-diluvi&n Noah : E^e^Sew?, o TIoo-bi^uv, vi o 
Z sv{. Schol. in Lycoph. ver. 158. while Hefychius, and Athe- 
nagoras, both agree in making him to be Neptune. E^Sew* 

UotTB^Ut 
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was alfo a facred well, containing fea- water, 
and upon the rock the mark of a trident. 
The conteft between Neptune and Minerva 
for the territory of Attica is faid to have been 
here decided ; and a tradition of a deluge Hill 
continued to prevail in the days of Apollodo- 
rus °. I have little doubt of Erichtheus being 
the fame perfon as Erich th.onius, another an- 
cient Athenian lovereign, whom fome ac- 
counted the fon of Hephefte, daughter of 
Cranae, and others of Vulcan, and the Earth p . 
His form is faid to have been that of, a man 
terminating in the tail of a ferpent. Minerva 
inclofed him in a cheft or ark, and committed 
him to the care of one of the daughters of 
Cecrops. Her fillers opened the cheft, through 
the impulfe of curiofity ; and, ftruck with 
terror at the light of him, threw themfelves 
headlong from the top of the citadel. He 
afterwards efpoufed a Naiad, and became 

II cerst&hfr it ASrjouf. Hefych. *0 A&j ratio; 

Svet. Athen. Legat. pro Chrift. cap. 1. 

0 Apollodorus mentions, that the place, where Neptune 
ftruck his trident into the ground, was aftenyards called Erec- 
tbeis ; and he adds, that the god, indignant at the preference 
(hewn to Minerva, inundated the whole land of Attica. Apoll. 
Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 13. 

p This happened in confequence of Vulcan’s attempt to ra- 
vifti Minerva, the ufual allegory, under which the violent junc- 
tion of the two modes of worftiip was reprefented. 

the 
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the father of Pandion ; in whofe reign Ceres 
and Bacchus came into Attica **. The word 
Ericbtbonius is compounded of Ereeh-Ath- 
On, the helio-arkite deity, and accordingly, 
like Bacchus and Ofiris, he was reported to 
have been fhut up in an ark. His femi-dra- 
gontian form alludes to the folar idolatry, and 
his marriage with a Naiad to the arkite. His 
fuppofed anceftrefs Cranae is G’Arn-Naue, 
the illujirious Noetic Ark ; and Cecrops, to 
the care of whofe daughter he was delivered, 
is Za-Cur-Op, the illuftrious- folar ferpent r . 

As for the celeftial bull, he is fuppofed by 
fome to be that, which conveyed Europa into 
Crete, and by others, to be the heifer Io, or 
Ifis s . The import of both thefe different opi- 
nions amounts nearly to the fame ; for, as 
the fymbolical heifer is the Ark, fo the fym- 
bolical bull is the god of the Ark. Hence 


* Apollod. Bibl. lib. Hi. cap. 13. 

r The raven, which I have already noticed in coniidering 
the hiftory of Eiculapius, is introduced likewife into this le- 
gend of Erichthonius. When the three daughters of Cecrops 
looked into the ark, that contained the dragon form of that 
fabulous monder, the raven haded to carry the intelligence to 
Minerva > and was, in recompenfe, for ever fhut out of the 
Athenian citadel. Antig. Caryd. Mirab. Hid. cap. 12. 

9 Tavpos Xtyirou it to»j arp K r &ttat, hx to ay tty ttt ex 

ns KpijTw— inpt h tyaai ( 3 ut mat r ns Iu? fjufjtrifxa, ya^tt h 
txern ijs mpj&j to *rpr. Eratof. Catad. tavp><. 

Lyco- 
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Lycophron informs us in plain terms, that the 
Curetes, or Cabiri, carried off Europa in a ' 
lhip formed like a bull. 

AuS"<? ya,(> vGg/v tIw (Z&qetav aimtyYis 
K 8(>vt& curmroivov I Jeuoi hcl^oi 1 
Znrxnef, cu%fi(tKurrov zJoytv, 

Ev Tewpopoptya T^fA7rt^of Twrafietn 

ta&enlioui, Jlxrcuov hs euctxxe^ov, 

Aa,f^,a^m K^it*is A <repu <?ycrriX<tTy u . 

The great conftellation of the dragon is 
another inftance of the introduction of the fa- 
cred emblems into the fphere. We learn 
from the fcholiaft upon Aratus, that the dra- 
gon is Jupiter, who, according to a Cretan 
tradition, affumed the form of that reptile, 
in order to avoid the fury of Saturn ; the 


t I apprehend, that the title Capri , which is bellowed by 
Lycophron upon the Idei Da6tyli, is precifely equivalent to Ca - 
bri or Cabiri. The name Caprus or Cabrus feems to have been 
given to the boar on account of its being an arkite fymbol. 
Hence we find, that Vifhnou or Noah was feigned by the Hin- 
doos to have metamorphofed himfelf into a boar, and in that 
(hape to have faved the world from the deftru&ive Tavages of 
the deluge. With the fame allufion to the appellation of the 
Cabiric gods, the goat, into which Bacchus was fuppofed to 
haVe metamorphofed himfelf when the deities were attacked by 
Typhon, was called by the Latins Caper , or Caber j while the 
fhe-goat, which was feigned to have fuckled Jupiter, was de- 
nominated Capra or Cobra . 
u Lycoph. Calfan. ver. 1296. 
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fame Jupiter in Ihort, who, in the very fame 
form, violated his daughter Proferpine, and 
by her became the father of Bacchus x . 

The two fymbols of the bull and the fer- 
pent were no lefs familiar to the inhabitants 
of the north of Europe, than to thofe of 
Greece, Italy, and Egypt ; and there is reafon 
to believe, that the theology of the ancient 
Celts was the fame in its import, as that of 
perhaps every other Gentile nation. From the 
concurrent teftimony of feveral different au- 
thors, the Hyperboreans appear to have for- 
merly had a confiderable intercourfe with the 
Greeks, and like them to have celebrated the 
myfterious rites of the arkite and ophite fu- 
perftitions. Herodotus has preferved a curi- 
ous legend, which it is not very eafy to un- 
derfiand unlefs upon fuch a fuppofition. Two 
Hyperborean virgins, whofe names were Ar- 
gis and Opts, are faid by this hiffcorian to have 
come, at a very remote period of antiquity, 
to Delos, bringing offerings to Lucina, in 
gratitude for the fafe delivery of the females 

x Qtptra.1 $1 vrtpi ra 5jpaxorro? xot i KpyTMOg vc cc(xoc eviorros 

«ror« th Kpope o Zev$ eccvtov ptsv etf tyatxopTcc psTSfjiofPvo’g. 

Schol. in Arati Phsenom. p, u. It may not perhaps be im- 
proper to remark, that the dragon of ancient mythology was 
not the imaginary monfter defcribed by the modems, but mere- 
ly a large ferpent. 

of 
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of their country* Nor did thefe virgins tra- 
vel unprotected ; the gods themfelves were 
their attendants. They never returned to 
the north, but remained at Delos till the 
time of their deaths y . Although it is diffi- 
cult to determine the precife import of this 
tradition, yet I have little doubt that the two 
virgins borrowed their refpe&ive names from 
Arg and Op, the Ark and the ferpent. As 
Herodotus bripgs the two virgins to Delos 
from the land of the Hyperboreans ; fo Mna- 
feas aflerts, that this people were formerly 
called Delphians , and Hecatcus mentions, 
that Apollo was greatly venerated among 
them 2 . Delphi is Tel- Phi, the oracle of the 
Sun ; whence the defcriptive title Delphians 
will fignify votaries of the oracular Sun \ We 
learn from Cicero, that the third Apollo, the 
fon of Jupiter and Latona, was fuppofed to 
have come to Delphi from the country of 
the Hyperboreans b ; and Diodorus Siculus 

r Herod, lib. iv. cap. 35. 

* Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. ii. ver. 677. 
a I am inclined to fufpe&, that Elphin, or El-Phi, the orach 
of the filar deity , was the Delphi of the Irifh Hyperboreans ; 
and I think it by no means improbable, that the fantaftic pig- 
my race of Elves, Elfins, or Fairies, fo highly celebrated in 
our northern romances as equally cunning and mifchievous, 
originated from the ancient El-Phi. 
b Cicer. de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. * 

vol. i. p informs 
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informs us, that the Hyperboreans were feated 
in Britain, where they worlhipped Apollo in 
a vaft circular temple 0 . The title, which 
they bellowed upon him, was Balenus or Be- 
lli d ; and he feems to have been the fame as 
Cernunnos, a deity of the Gauls. Belisisma- 
nifeftly the Baal of tbe eaft ; and Cernunnos 
I take to be Ceren-On-Nus, the horned Noah 
the Sun e . Accordingly, as the Druids wor- 
fhipped the folar orb, fb we find that they 
held the ferpent in peculiar veneration f , and 
even built fome of their temples in the fhape 
of that animal. Of thefe the molt remark- 
able was that of Abury, which was con- 
ftru6ted in the form of a ferpent palling 
through a circle 6 ; and I doubt not but that 
Abury was fo called, in confequence of its 
vaft temple being dedicated to the Abiri, who 
were the fame as the Cabiri. 

With regard to the devotion of the Hyper- 
boreans to the arkite myfteries, we are plain- 
ly informed by Dionyfius, that the rites of 

c Diod. Bibl. lib. ii. p. 130. It is poflible, that Stone-henge 
may be the very temple mentioned by Diodorus. 
d Borlafe’s Cornwall, b, ii. chap. 16. 

c This deity was a£tually reprefented with horns, like Bac- 
chus. See Borlafe’s Cornwall, b. ii. chap. ij. 
f Plin. lib. xxix. cap. 3. 
s Stukeley’s Abuiy. 

Bac- 
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Bacchus- or Noah were duly celebrated in 
Britain 11 . Hence arofe their veneration for 
the bull, the conftant fymbol of the deity of 
the Ark. “ By this God made of brafs, ” 
fays Dr. Borlafe, ** the Cimbri, Teutones, 
“ and Ambrones, fwore to obferve the arti- 
** cles of capitulation granted to the Romans, 
“ who defended the Adige againfl them. Af- 
“ ter their defeat, Catulus ordered this bull 
“ to be carried to his own houfe, there to re- 
“ main as the moft glorious monument of 
“ his vidory. This God is ranked with Ju- 
“ piter, Efus, and Vulcan, being called Tar- 
“ vos T'rigaranus, from three cranes perching, 
“ one on his head, one on the middle of his 
back, and the third on his hinder parts *. ” 
The iptrodudion of the diluvian fuperfti- 
tion into Britain will account for the preva* 

h AT&ccf y SIkbup oto uragai jSo^cwriiaf otxras 
Aio-aai p*j<7oi saai B£«Tan&$, am a 

yag vrarw avs^svytrai s»? aka 
T auv to» /xsytSof mrspivaio*' ov& r»? aAArj 
N>j rois ev vjaci)a\ Bpsranatv UQ(pot,gi£ei. 

Ay%i & pyna&vr hsgo$ vxopof, ey§a yvtaMsq 
A ptyv* am7repf$sy ot.ya.vuv Apmuw 
Og»Vfj<,tvcct Textual xara Popov is^a Bctxyu, 

'Lrt^afxtyai xiaaoto /xsAa/x^i/XXoio* xo^vfdooi?, 

Unvftuf' vrccTctyris ?uyv$piof ogyvrai 

Dionyf. Perieg. ver. 56 

* Borlafe’s Cornwall, book ii. chap. 16 . . ^ 

p % lence 
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lence of arkite names obfervable in thefe do- 
minions. One of our Scottifh ifles {till re- 
tains the Egyptian title Buto, while its neigh- 
bour Arran feems to have received its appel- 
lation in honour of Aran, the Ark. In a fi- 
milar manner, Mona, or Anglefey, the grand 
feat of the Druidical worlhip k , and its frith 
Menai, are probably mere variations of Men- 
Ai, the land of Menu. 

Dauntlefs on his native fands 
The dragon-ion 1 of M iu ftands ; 

In glittering arms and glory dreft. 

High he rears his ruby creft. 

There the thundering ftrok.es begin, 

There the prefs, and there the din j 
Talymalfra’s rocky fhore 
Echoing to the battle’s roar. 

Check’d by the torrent tide of blood 
Backward Menai rolls his flood j 
While, heap’d his matter’s feet around, 
Proftrate warriors gnaw the ground m . 

k See Rowlands Mona Antiqua, and that exquifitely beau-, 
tiful drama of Mafon, Cara&acus. 

1 “ The red dragon is the device of Cadwallader, which all 
“ his defcendants bore on their banners.** 

m Gray’s Triumphs of Owen. A variety alfo of folar names 
occur in different parts of Britain. There is a lofty hill in the 
neighbourhood of Lepds in Yorkfhire, which may perhaps 
have been one of the high places of the Druidical Baal . It 
ftill retains the name of Belin, or Billing ) to which, by way of 

dir- 
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As the Druids were accuftomed to venerate 
the folar ferpent, fo we find them equally 
attached to the myftic circle, that mod na- 
tural and mod expreffive emblem of the Sun ". 
In this fhape their mafly temples were uni- 
verfally built 0 , and their facred dances, in 
honour of the folar deity, performed 1 *. With 
fimilar reverence the Samothracians, whofe 
devotion to the Cabiric rites is well known, 
regarded their magical rings. Thefe were of 


diftinguilhing it from other Belins, the name of Rawdon, the 
Tillage near which it Hands, is ufiially added. A few miles 
higher up the valley is another place of a fimilar nature. A 
bold natural fortification of rocks, which forcibly remind the 
mythologift of the gloomy worfhip of the Cuthites amidft the 
romantic fcenes of the Thebais, overlooks a village called Bail- 
don, a compound poifibly of Baal-Don, the hill of Baal. How- 
ever this may be, the Druids at leatt have certainly frequented 
that tra£fc of country, as appears from many of their Hone mo- 
numents yet in exiltence. One of thefe may be feen, not far 
from Byngley ; and another, an immenfe Logan Hone, a few 
miles from Bolton Abbey. Fewftone, i. t.fire-Jlone, feems to 
have derived its Norman name from the rites of the folar deity 
celebrated in its vicinity 5 and above all, Brimham rocks, near 
Knarefborough, merit the attention of the curious inquirer. 
For a more particular account of thefe Yorklhire relics of 
Druidical antiquity, fee King's Munimenta Antiqua, vol. i. 

n Circus and Circulus are both derived from Cir, or* Cur, 
the Sun . 

D Even Abury is no exception 5 its figure is that of a fnake 
paffing through a circle. 

p Borl. Corn, book ii. chap. 17. 
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the nature of amulets, and were believed to 
have a power of averting danger q . 

' , In confirmation of the preceding conjectures 
refpeCting the theology of the Druids, I lhall 
add, to the teflimony of Dionyfius concerning 
the introduction of the Bacchic myfteries into 
Britain, the authority of Artemidorus con- 
cerning thole of two other Cabiric deities. 
“ In an ifland,” fays he, “ dole to Britain,” 
(by which in all probability he means Angle- 
ley) “ Ceres and Proferpine are venerated 
“ with rites fimilar to the orgies of Samo- 
“ thrace r .” This illand, the hillory of which I 
fhall notice more particularly hereafter®, was 
dedicated, as we learn from Mnafeas, to the 
Cabiri; and he further informs us, that Ce- 
res, Proferpine, and Bacchus, were reckoned 
in the number of thofe deities 1 . Hence it 
evidently appears, that the gods of Britain 
were the fame as the Cabiri of Samothrace ; 

9 Samothracios hos annulos aXt|»p$oN>i> vim habere credidit 
antiquitas, ut et Graecorum QvciKXf SaxrvXivq, intus pervios ct 
callos, quemadmodum feripfit Artemidorus. Annot. ad Plin, 
Nat. Hift. lib. xxxiii. cap. i . 

T dk T r,S AvifJLl |T£OJ KCtf T»J Kop{, •UJlTOTtpX* OTl { ApTS« 

pidvpos) ettcu wjero* <bt£0$ to? BptTTcwxYi > W opoia rote i> Lap o- 

Spaxj) crept r w AijpjTpa* xat tt,v Kop * tepoTrotttTxt, Strab. lib. iV. 
p. 198. 

s Vide infra chap. vi. 

t Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 917. 

and 
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and confequently whatever obfervations are 
applicable to the latter, are no left applicable 
to the former. 

If from Britain we paft into Germany, we 
lhall find, that part of the Suevi facrificed to 
Ifis, a circumftance which Tacitus was un- 
able fatisfa&orily to account for ; though, 
from a ftiip’s forming the fymbolical part. of 
their worfhip, he was induced to conclude, 
that the emblem had been adopted, in me- 
mory of their having borrowed their fuperfti- 
tion from fome foreign country u . It cannot 
however be reafbnably doubted, but that this 
lhip was merely the facred Baris, the perpe- 
tual concomitant of the worlhip of Ifis or Ce- 
res ; and that it was ufed by the Germans in 
the fame fenfe as it was by the Egyptians. 

In memory of the Ark, the ancients were 
not only accuftomed to carry about fmall na- 
vicular llirines, but fometimes even built their 
temples in the form of fhips. Diodorus Si- 
culus mentions, that Sefoftris conflrudled a 
lhip, which was 280 cubits .long: and adds, 
that it was made of cedar; that it was co- 
vered with plates of gold and fdver ; and that 
it w'as dedicated to Ofiris or Noah at the 
city of Theba or the Ark x . It is fufficiently 

u Tac. de Mor. Germ. cap. 9. 
x Diod. Bibl. lib. i. p. 52. 

p 4 evident 
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evident both from the preceding’ defcription 
of this {hip, from its being dedicated to Ofi- 
ris, and from its being placed in the inland 
diftrid of the Thebais, that it never was de- 
figned for a voyage at fea. It was in fad an 
immenfe navicular temple, built in imitation 
of the Ark, and deftined for the folemn per- 
formance of the diluvian Myfteries. Hence 
the Greeks defignated a temple and a fhip 
by the very fame word Naus or Naos ; and 
hence, what is doubtlefs a relic of the prime- 
val arkite idolatry, we ftill call th^ body of a 
church, in contradiftindion to the chancel, 
the nave or Jkip. - 

As the hyperboreans then worfhipped Ifis, 
and introduced into their Myfteries the fym- 
bolical Baris, we fhall not be furprifed to 
find, that they occafionally conftruded their 
temples in the figure of fhips. The ruins of 
a very curious temple of this nature are yet 
remaining in the neighbourhbod of Dundalk 
in Ireland. Its form, even in its prefent mu- 
tilated ftate, is precifely that of a galley ; and 
its very name fufficiently points out the idea, 
which was imprefled upon the mind of its 
archited. According to Colonel Vallancey, 
Faghs na ain eighe , the appellation by which 
it is ufually diftinguifhed, is a corruption of 
Faghas na heum Naoi, which may fignify th^ 
remains 
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remains of the only Jhip y . I fully agree with 
Governor Pownall, that this curious temple 
was a reprefentation of the Ihip Skidbladner ; 
but at the fame time I am perfuaded that the 
prototype of Skidbladner was the Ark of Noah. 
Skidbladner is laid to have been built by a 
race of men called Nani, and to have been 
fufficiently large to contain all the deities of 
the Gothic mythology, who are reprefented 
failing in it,-precifely in the fame manner as 
the Egyptians defcribed their gods, not Hand-- 
ing upon dry land, but failing together in a 
lhip z . Thefe Nani I apprehend to be the 
Noachidse, for Nanus is equivalent to Noah, 
being indeed the name of that patriarch with- 
out any other variation than the reduplica^ 
tion of the firft letter : accordingly, as the 
Ark was efleemed the confort of Noah, fa 
the magna mater of the Irilh, whom I conceive 
to be the lame as Cybel&, Antea, Anea, or 
Nanea, was called, as we learn from Col. 
Vallancey, Ann, Nana , or An-Eireann a . 

Tacitus mentions alio -another rite preva- 


y Colleft. de Reb. Hiber. vol. iii. p. 199. et infra. 
z Edda Fab. 21. N 

a Val'lan. Vind. apud Colle£t. vol. v. p. 490, 498. An-Ei- 
reann is Ani-Eran, tbe arkite Jkif. The reader will find a very 
curious account of the introdu&ion of the Cabiric Myfteriea 
into Ireland, in Collet, de Reb. Hib. vol. iv. p. 29. Pref. 2d. 
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lent among the Germans, in which we behold 
the great goddefs connected, as in the myfte- 
ries of Egypt, with the fmall lake, the con- 
fecrated ifland, and the lymbolical ox. 

“ In an ifland in the Ocean,” fays he, “ i3 
“ a facred grove, and in it a chariot covered 
“ with a garment, which the prieft alone can 
** lawfully touch. At particular feafons, the 
“ goddefs is fuppofed to be prefent in this 
** fanduary ; ihe is then drawn in her car by 
** heifers with much reverence, and followed 
by the prieft. During this period un- 
te bounded feftivity prevails, and all wars are 
“ at an end, till the prieft reftores the deity 
“ to the temple, fatiated with the converfa- 
“ tion of mortals. Immediately the chariot, 
the garments, and even the goddefs herfelf^ 
" are plunged beneath the waters of a fecret 
** lake b .” 

This portable lhrine, drawn by oxen, was 
one of the fame nature as that of Agruerus 
or Noah, mentioned by Sanchoniatho. The 
reader will recoiled:, that Agruerus is faid to 
have been venerated by the Byblians as the 
greateft of gods, and to have had a fmall tem- 
ple, which was drawn about from place to 
place by a yoke of oxen. It is not improba- 
ble, that the mode, which the Philiftines 

b Tac. de Mor. Germ. cap. 40. 

adopt- 


Digitized by 


Google 



ON *THE CABIRI. 


219 


adopted of fending home the ark of God, 
was borrowed from this very fuperftition. 
Wifhing to pay it all poffible honour, they 
conveyed it, like the Ihrine of the great Phe- 
nician deity Agruerus, in a cart drawn by 
cows. 

** Now therefore make a new cart, and 
“ take two milch kine, on which there hath 
** come no yoke, and tie the kine to the cart, 
“ and bring their calves home from them : 
** and take the ark of the Lord, and lay it 
“ upon the cart ; and put the jewels of gold, 
“ which ye return him for a trefpafs offering, 
“ in a coffer by the fide thereof ; and fend it 
“ away that it may go c .” 

It is remarkable, that a portable Ihrine of 
the fame fort as that, m which the ftatue of 
Agruerus was drawn about, was ufed by the 
ancient idolatrous Irifh. This fhrine they 
denominated Arn-Breith, which is evidently 
Arn-Berith, the Ark of the covenant d , and 
which was the very fame as the Ifiac fhip ve- 
nerated by the Suevi. 

We find like wife among the Germans the 
fame religious veneration for the myflic folar 
circle, as appears from the following defcrip- 

c i Sam. vi. 7. 

d Vallanceys Vindication apud Collcft. de Reb. Hiber. 
vol. v. p. 460. 

tion. 
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tion, given by Verfligan from Johannes Po- 
marius, of the Gothic idol Seater, who, like 
the claffical Saturn, is manifestly the patriarch 
Noah. 

“ Firfl, on a pillar was placed a pearch, on 
“ the fharp prickled back whereof flood this 
" idol. He was lean of vifage, having long 
“ hair, and a long beard ; and was bare-head- 
" ed, and bare-footed. In his left hand he 
“ held up a wheel, and in his right he car- 
** ried a pail of water, wherein were flowers 
and fruits. His long coat was girded unto 
him with a towel of white linen e .” 

The conjunction of the fifh, the wheel, and 
the water, is a frefh inflance of the wide 
prevalence of that idolatry, which originated 
from an union of the two mofl ancient fuper- 
flitions f . 

There is moreover another circumflance in 
the mythology of the Germans, which is not 
unworthy of our attention. Tacitus informs 
us, that the Eflyi worfhipped the mother of 
the gods, and that the fymbol, which they 
ufed, was a boar s . Rhea, or the mother of • 

* Verft. Reftit. of decayed Intell. p. 64. 

f Moft of the Hindoo gods are reprefen ted, holding a circle 
in one of their numerous hands. 

8 E r g° jam dextro Suevici maris litore iEftyorum gentes 
alluuntur — Matrem deum venerantur. Infigne fuperflitionis 
formas aprorum geftant. Tac. de Mor. Germ, cap, 45. 

the 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



ON THE CABIRI. 


221 

the gods, as it has been abundantly fhewn, 
W£ts the fame as Ceres, Venus, Ills,. or Der- 
ceto. She was in fhort the Ark of Noah, 
from which ilfued all the hero-gods of paga- 
nifm. With regard to the boar, ufed by this 
German tribe as an emblem, we find it intro- 
duced very confpicuoufly into- many of thole 
legendary traditions, which relate to the great 
event of the deluge. It appears to have been 
one of the fymbols of the Ark, although not 
adopted fo generally as the mare or the hei- 
fer* 1 . In the firft Hindoo Avatar Vifhnou 
afTumes the form of a fifh, and in the third 
that of a boar, when he is reprefented as emerg- 
ing from the midft of the Ocean, and fup- 
porting the world upon his tufks*. Both 
thefe incarnations, as well as the fecond, are 
fuppofed by Sir Wm. Jones to allude to the 
hiftory of the flood ; whence, as we have al- 
ready feen that a fifh was emblematical of 
the Ark, it is not unreafonable to conclude, 

h Perhaps, if the matter be exprefled with perfe< 5 l accuracy, 
we ought rather *o fay, that a boar was fymbolical of Noah, 
and a fow of the Ark. Hence we find, that, as Vifhnou was 
feigned to have metamorphofed himfelf into a boar 3 fo the 
nurfe of the arkite Jupiter, or in other words the Noetic fhip, 
is faid by Agathocles to have been a fow. Agath. apud Athen. 
Deipnof. lib. ix. p. 375. 

* Maur. Hid. of Hind. v. i. p. 577, 

that 
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that the boar may be fo likewife. Accord- 
ingly, in the account, which Plutarch gives 
us of the Egyptian Ofiris, he mentions, that 
Typhon, or the deluge, being in purfuit of 
one of thofe animals, found the Ark, which 
contained the body of Ofiris, and rent it afun- 
der k . Jn ftriCt analogy with the preceding 
tradition, Hercules, who was the fame my- 
thological character as Ofiris, is faid alfo, like 
him, to have been flain by Typhon *. Hence 
he is enumerated by Paufanias and Strabo 
among the Idei Da&yli or Cabiri, and con- 
nected with the Cabiric goddefs Ceres m * The 
boar is fometimes fabled to have been beloved 
by Typhon n ; who, in reference to the union 
of the folar and arkite fuperftitions, was ef- 
teemed, what is very remarkable, a perfonifi- 
cation of heat, no lefs than of the Ocean". 
This union of the two modes of worflfip 
feems to have procured for the lake, into 
which Typhon was iuppofed to have been 
precipitated, the name of Ser bonis p ; a word 

k *0 TvQut it Siuxut t»j* moit 7 i\ritot tugs rv)t f;v\\irn aopot, it 
i to cotfAo, Ortgifroi szuTo, xctf hip^ipit. Plut. de Kid. p. 3 54. 

1 Jablonf. Panth. JEgypt. lib. ii. cap. 3. 

m Pauf. Bccot. p. 763. — Strab. Geog. lib. viii. p. 3.55. and 
lib. x. p.473. 

n Plut. dc I (id. p. 354, 357. 

• Ibid. p. 364. 

p A*/xn? ft 'Zifivtif, xat X Ctt f a ’> ^ f 1 w Tot T vfuvct y.txpvf9xi, 

•mTwawt 
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derived, like Ofiris, from Sir, Cur, or Cor, 
the Sun. For the fame reafbn the bed of that 
allegorical monfter was denQminated Coricus, 
which I apprehend fignifies nothing more than 
the great central abyfs ; accordingly, a tra- 
dition prevailed, that fountains had formerly 
burft forth from it q . With a fimilar allufion 
to the compound idolatry introduced by Nim- 
rod, while Adonis, or Noah, was called Ciris 
by the Lacedemonians, and Cirrhis by the 
Cyprians ; he at the fame time conferred his 
name upon a particular Ipecies of filh r , and 
was feigned to have been killed by a boar, 
which called forth the yearly lamentations of 
the women of By bios 3 . The. death of Ado- 
nis, like that of Bacchus, Ofiris, and Hercu- 
les, is a mere allegory, and relates folely to 
the mythological death of Noah, his confine- 
ment within the Ark; whence it is faid to 
have been occafioned by the lymbolical boar. 
According to Nonnus, Mars himfelf affumed 


criof acav rts tu> F IjjXbo-iw Kacny opy;. Euftath. in Dionyf. 
Perieg. ver. 233. 

q Senec. Quaeft. Nat. lib. iii. cap. 10. 

T K ipi;, A Sit/nf, A ctxanq. Hefych. A Sa\atorio{, Ibid. 
0 — opoivq Asyrrat woc^ol Yivv^mf K 0 A^owj. 

Etym. Mag. 

8 Luc. de Dea Syra. 

the 
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the fhape of that animal, and under it flew* 
the beautiful favourite of Venus. 

—— E 7 T£l OVOf SlXOVl fiOf<P*li 
A pits' Kd,(>x<tpo£a>v, S-a.vctT*i<po()ov iov laXhuv, 
Zt^.ofia,y*if *ifisXt<e v A £u>vi£i fter/MV vtycuveiv *■. 

The tradition here however appears, in one 
refpeCt, to have been ’ fomewhat corrupted, 
for Mars and Adonis are in reality the fame 
perfon, both being equally the patriarch 
adored in conjunction with the Sun. 

* Dionyf. lib, xli. p. 70a. 
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CHAP. V. 

* 

THE connection op the fabulous hades 

WITH THE MYSTERIES OP THE CABIRI. 

It has been intimated, that the arkite deity 
Bacchus, or Adonis, was the tame as Ado- 
neus, or Pluto a . In confequence of this cir- 

a Phornutus has preferved a curious lift of the titles of 
Pluto, which he has refolved, according to the manner of the 
Greeks, into his own language, but which appear in reality to 
be oriental appellations. He informs us, that this deity was 
called Diallatton , or Di-Al-At-On, tbe divine folar jire ; Cly- 
menus, or Cula- Menus, the arkite Noab Poly defies, or Bol-Dag- 
Theus, the lordly jijb-god ; Polydegton , or Bol-Dagon, the lord 
Dagon\ and Polyarcbus , or Bol-Archa, the lord of tbe Ark. Phorn. 
de Nat. Deor. cap. 33. The laft of thefe titles is faid by the 
fcholiaft upon Apollonius to have been beftowed by the Sa- 
mothracians upon Dardanus 5 and Diodorus Siculus declares, 
that the language, ufed in the Myfteries of thofe illanders, was 
not Greek* Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 916-r-Diod. 
Bibl. lib. v. p. 322. Dardanus, as I lhall hereafter attempt to 
{hew, is Dar-da-Nus, tbe Ulujlrious Noab. Vide infra, chap. vi. 
To the preceding appellations of Pluto may be added the name 
Orcus, which feems to be derived from Ore6h, tbe Ark. Age 
porro Jovem et Neptunum deos numeras : ergo etiam Orcus, 
frater eorum, deus. Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. cap. 17. Da- 
vies, in vhis note upon this paftage, cites a variety of authori- 
ties to ftiew, that Orcus was a title of Pluto. 

VOL. 1. Q cum- 
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cumflance, Adonis is faid by Clemens Alex- 
andrinus and Theocritus tp have been beloved 
by Proferpine b . The fad; is, that Bacchus, 
Pluto, Ceres, Projerpine, and Mercury, were 
all names, as we are informed by Mnafeas, 
of the Cabiric deities 0 . TJ'hus it neceflarily 
follows, that the Cabiri were gods of the in- 
fernal regions, the caufe of which was fimply 
this : the Ark, that floated upon the furface 
of the mighty waters, was confldered in the 
light of a coffin, which contained the relics 
of univerfal nature ; while the Hades of the 
Myfleries was nothing more than the vafi: 
central cavity of the earth, from which prin- 
cipally iflued the waters of the deluge, when 
the fountains of Tartarus or the great abyfs 
were broken up, and when a death-like ob- 
feurity was diftufed over the face of the deep d . 
Hence the Phenician word Aron, and its 
Greek derivative Larnax, fignify either an 


b Em Adctwcii QepQctTla. Clem. Alex. Cohort, p. 29. *0 rpv 

<pihctro$ A^uvic, 0 xiv A%epovTi <£&eiTccf. Theoc, Idyll, xv. ver. 86. 
c Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 917. 
d I cannot think with Mr. Bryant, that the Hades of the 
myfleries was the interior of the Ark, becaufe it is reprelented 
as containing things, which it was impoflible that the Ark 
ihould have contained : namely, the four rivers of hell, th^ 
Stygian lake, and the Titanic hoft that perilhed beneath the 
waves of the deluge. 

ark 
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ark or a coffin e .* and hence the inclofure of 
the Noetic family within the gloomy inte- 


* Tzetzes indifferently ufes the terms Larnax and Soros to 
defcribe the ark or coffin, in which the infant Jafon was in- 
clofed. (Tzet. Chil. 7. Hift. 9 6 . — Schoh in Lycoph. ver. 175.) 
Larnax feems to be compounded of El- Am -Ac, the divine Ark 
of the ocean, and Soros to be derived from Sor (~ni£ ), a bull or 
heifer. With regard to the word Aron, it is conftantly ufed in 
Scripture to denote the ark of the covenant, and as fuch is uni- 
formly rendered by the LXX. Cibotus, a boat. It occurs like- 
wife in the laft verfe of Genefis , where it is properly tranflated 
a coffin. I am much inclined to think, that th$ facred ark or 
boat of God, overlhadowed by the* prote£ting wings of the Che- 
rubim, has the very fame commemorative allufion to the Noe- 
tic Ark, as the Baris of Egypt. It is perpetually called the 
ark of the covenant, with a primary reference, I apprehend, to 
the covenant vouchfafed by God to Noah, though, doubtlefs, 
with a fecondary reference to that faipe covenant renewed in a 
particular manner with the feed of Abraham. Hence, in the 
Jewilh tabernacle, it was furmounted by the mercy-feat and 
the Cherubim 5 as the mercy of God relied upon the diluvian 
ark, and as his providence guarded it from furrounding dan- 
gers. In all the facred proceffions, and in all the marches of 
Ifrael through the wildernefs, it was borne aloft upon the 
IhouMers of the prielts, exactly in the fame manner as the Ba- 
ris of the Egyptian Ogdoad : but there was this eflential dif- 
ference between them : the ark was confecrated to the fervice 
of the Moft Highland ferved perpetually to remind his chofea 
people of the mbit lignal inftance of divine mercy and jultice $ 
while the primitive ufe of the Baris was miferably perverted 
to the purpofe9 of a bafe and degraded idolatry. Nor is the 
facred fymbol of the ark confined to the myfteries of the Levi- 
tical difpenfation : St. Peter compares the water, upon which 
it floated, to the cleaning ftreama of baptifm (1 Pet. iii. ao> 
21.) ; and the Anglican Liturgy mentions it, as an expreihve 

a z * emblem 
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rior f of their divinely conftrinSted veflel, was 
reprelented under the image of death and 
darknefs ; and their quitting it, under that of 
a reftoration to life and light 5 . From this 


emblem of the church of Chrift, tofled about upon the waves 
of the troublefome world, yet fecure beneath the foftering wings 
of the Almighty. (Office of baptifm.) It is a fingular circum- 
fiance, that, as the Hone tables, on which were written the ten 
commandments, were kept within the ark of the covenant, fo 
the Chinefc were accuflomed to preferve in a facred ark their 
books of divination. (Mart. Hift. Sin. lib. iv. p. 105.) 

f It is evident from the fcriptural account, that the interior 
of the Ark could have had no light, excepting that of lamps or 
torches ; for in the whole of that immenfe veffel there was only 
a fingle window, and that po Tnore than a cubit fquare. 

s This idea is fo natural and obvious, that it occurred to the 
excellent Abp. Leighton, even when bonfidering the Ark folely 
in a theological point of view, and without the molt remote 
defign of eftablilhing a fyllem. “ Noah,’’ fays he, “ feemed to 
“ have rather entered into a grave, as dead, than into a fafe- 
“ guard of life, in going into the Ark; yet, being buried there, 
“ he rofe ag^in, as it were, in his coming forth to begin a new 
“ world.’* Comment, on 1 Peter iii. 21. Tlje fame thought, 
as far as the deep gloom attendant upon the deluge is concerned, 
is beautifully exprefied by Mr. <jifborne : 

. ——One morn the heavens 
.. Grew dark with wings; earth with unnumber’d Heps 
.Sounded ; bird, bead, in long procetfion fought 
: , Their deftin’d refuge. With his kindred train 
, The builder next al'cended. From the gloom 
Qf congregating clouds put forth, a Hand 
■ The entrance clos’d. Then darknefs cover’d all, 

• * Deathlike, unfunn’d, as though primeval, night , 

v Relum’d her empire - Walls in a Fvrtjl, p, 125. 

- In 
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notion originated the fevera! myfteries of 
Bacchus, Adonis, Ofiris, Ceres, Rhea, and the 
Cabiri ; in which we uniformly find, that 
fome ancient perfonage was firft bewailed a§ 
being dead, or as having defcended into Hell, 
and that afterwards his fuppofed revivification 
was celebrated with the moft violent and 
frantic expreflions of joy h . It further appears 
from Jamblichus, that th'e Myfteries profeffed 
to difclofe certain curious fecrets, which 
treated of the burfting afunder of the heavens, 
the bringing to light the hidden things of 
Ifis, the difplaying the ineffable wonders of 
the great abyfs, the refting of the facred Ba- 
ris, and the fcattering of the limbs of Ofiris 
to the rage of the monfter Typhon *. If then 


In a fimilar manner, Milton : 

Meanwhile the fouth wind role, and with black wing3 
Wide hovering, all the clouds together drove 
From under heaven ; the hills to their fupply 
Vapour and exhalation, dufk and moift. 

Sent up amain ; and now the thicken’d fky 
Like a dark ceiling flood $ down rufh’d the rain 
Impetuous, and continued till the earth 

No more was feen — Paradife LqJI, b. xi. 

h For a more particular account of thefe myfteries, vide 
infra chap. x. 

* H yetp rot vpettot mgocrupod'ut, n ret xgvirret rr,$ lath; txtyotttit, n 
to it tt&vaau etTroppr t rov n init ryt jj ret /aeAjj t« Octi- 

a 3 
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Ofiris be Noah, Typhon the Ocean, and Ifis 
the Ark, thefe particulars, mentioned by 
Jamblichus, will evidently relate to the events 
of the deluge. 

It may perhaps however be faid, that, al- 
though the entrance of Noah into the Ark 
might poflibly be dcfcribed under the image 
of death, and his quitting it, under that of a 
reftoration to life ; yet the circumftance of 
the principal deity of the Gentiles having 
defcendcd into Hell does not precifely accord 
with the fuppofition, that the Hades of the 
Myfteries was the central abyfs, becaufe Noah 
never defcended into that aby/s. 

, This no doubt is . literally true ; but the 
anfwer to fuch an objection is fufficiently ob- 
vious. Since the ftreams of Tartarus, as I 
am about to attempt to fliew, were merely 
the deluge, it was evidently impoffibl6 for 
the ancient mythologifts to reprefent the Ark 
as floating upon their furface, without at the 
fame time placing it, and confequently the 
perfons whom it contained, in their fabulous 
Hell ; although the infernal rivers had then 
by a fupernatural impulfe quitted their gloomy 
flat ion, and had overflowed the whole ha- 

^ixtrKiiarem ra Tvputt, » aXX o r» toi ovnt avttXti mitmu. 
Jamb, de Myft. fedfc. vi. cap. 5. 

bitable 
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bitable globe. If we confider moreover what 
muft have been the ftate of the Ark during 
fo dreadful a convulfion as the flood, when 
the waves were breaking over it in all direc- 
tions, and when ever and anon it was “ car- 
“ ried down to the deep Y’ we may without 
impropriety put into the mouth of the great 
patriarch the prayer of the prophet Jonah. 

“ I cried by reafon of mine affliction unto 
“ the Lord, and he heard me : out of the 
“ belly of Hell cried I, and thou heardeft my 
“ voice. For thou hadft caft me into the 
“ deep, in the midft of the feas, and the 
“ floods compaffed me about : all thy billow’s 
“ and thy waves paffed over me — The wa- 
“ ters compaffed me about even to the foul, 
“ the depth clofed me round about, the weeds 
“ were wrapped about my head. I went 
“ down to the bottoms of the mountains : 
“ the earth with her bars was about me for 
“ ever : yet haft thou brought up my life 
** from corruption, O Lord my God 1 .” 


k Pfalm cvii. 26. 

1 Jonah ii. 2. It is remarkable, that our Lord himfelf makes 
the hiftory of Jonah a type of his own fepulture and rdurrec- 
tion; and that baptifm, which is confidered by St. Peter as 
having fome analogy to the deluge, is directly compared by 
St. Paul to the burial of the body. tc Buried with him in bap- 
u tilni, wherein alio ye are rifen with him through the faith 

a 4 “ of 
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I do not mean however to afTert, that filch 
was the general opinion refpe&ing the infer- 
nal regions ; the vulgar, I believe, really fup- 
pofed, that they were the abode of the fouls 
of the deceafed. At prefent therefore, let it 
be underftood, I am fpeaking only of the Hades 
of the Myfteries, the Hades defcribed by Vir- 
, gil in the 6th book of his Eneid, which Bp. 
Warburton fuppofes to contain a description 
of the orgies of .the Eleulinian Ceres. To 
this fuppofition I very fully alfent in the ab- 
ftraft, though at the fame time I can in no 
wife adopt the fyftem, which he has built 
upon it; namely, that the foie end of the myf- 
teries was to expofe the abfurdity of the pre- 
vailing polytheifm, and to declare to a few Jeledh 
epoptce the unity of the godhead m . The quef- 


“ of the operation of God, who hath raifed him from the dead/* 
Coloflf. ii. 12. See alfo Rom. vi. 4. 

m Div. Leg. book ii. ie6t. iv. p. 149. Thus far I agree 
with Bp. Warburton, that the mere humanity of the hero-gods 
was doubtlefs revealed in the Myfteries, as indeed it necefTarily 
muft be, upon the fuppofition, that thofe Myfteries treated of 
the events of the deluge 5 but I cannot believe, that fuch a dif- 
clofure was made with any particular view of depreciating the 
eftablifhed religion. It is evident however, that this difclofure 
alone , with whatever view it might be made, will futiicientljr 
account for the following remarkable language of Cicero, with- 
out obliging us to adopt the hypothefis of Bp. Warburton. 

Quid'? totum prope coelum, ne plures perfequar, nonne hu- 
mano genere completum eft ? Si vero fcrutari vetera, et ex his 

ea. 
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tion is, what was the import of the ancient 
Myfteries ? If they relate to the helio-arkite 
fuperftition, . whatever they are conne<fted 
with muft likewilc neceffarily relate to the 
fame helio-arkite fuperftition ; confequently, 
if they be conne&ed with the 6th book of 
the Eneid, that mythological epifode muft of 
courfe alfo relate to the lame helio-arkite fu- 
perftition. We have already feen, that the 
great god of the Gentiles, whether denomi- 
nated Bacchus, Pluto, OJiris, Hercules, Mars n , 
or Adonis ; and that the great goddefs of the 
Gentiles, whether intitled Ceres, Proferpine, 
IJis, Venus, Rhea, Latona, Diana, or Hecate 0 ; 
were partly diluvian, and partly aftronomical 
deities : that they were alio the Cabiri, and 
the gods of the infernal regions, is evident 

ca, quae fcriptores Graeeiae piodiderunt, eruere coner ; ipfi illi, 
majorum gentium Dii qui habentur, hiftc a nobis profe£li in 
coelum reperientur. Quaere, quorum demonftrantur fepulchra 
in Graecia : reminifcere , quoniam es initiatus, qua tradanlur myfte - 
tits ; turn denique, quam hoc late pateat, intelliges. Cic. Tufc, 
Difp. lib. i. cap. 12, 13. cited by Bp. Warburton. 

“ Although Mnafeas does not enumerate Mars among the 
Cabiri, yet Nonnus reprefents Samothrace, the principal feat 
of the Cabiric fuperftition, as being facred to him. 

H/Aa$ia;t> tyuv TotfXoi A peo<; ci^sjr. 

Dionyf. lib. iii. p. 58. 

0 The cave Zerinthus in Samothrace was facred to Hecatd, 
Suid. Lex. 

■ both ■ 
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both from the teftimony of Mnafeas, and from 
the tenor of their refpedlive hiftories : their 
character therefore of infernal deities muft in 
fome manner be connected with their -charac- 
ter of diluvian or arkite deities ; in other 
words, the fabulous Hades muft have fome 
relation to the rites of the Ark. This train 
of reafoning may be thrown into a different 
lhape. Ofiris and Bacchus are each the fcrip- 
tural Noah ; Bacchus is the fame as Pluto, 
therefore Pluto is Noah ; but Pluto is the 
great god of the infernal regions, therefore 
Noah is the great god of the infernal regions : 
in a fimilar manner, Ceres or Proferpine is 
the lunar Ark ; but Ceres or Proferpine is the 
great goddefs of the infernal regions ; there- 
fore the lunar Ark is the great goddefs of the 
infernal regions. 

Since then Bacchus, Oftris, Adonis, and 
Hercules, are all equally the patriarch Noah, 
they are likewife all equally feigned to have 
defcended into hell; by which nothing more 
is meant, than that they were all inveloped 
in the darknefs of the diluvian chaos, and that 
they all entered into the gloomy interior of 
the Ark. The place, where Bacchus was fup- 
pofed to have defcended, was Lerna p ; the fa- 

* Pauf. Corinth, p. 200. Strab. Geog. lib. viii. p. 371. 

bulous 


Digitized by 


Google 



ON THE CABLRI. 


*35 


bulous hiftoiy of which will form no impro- 
per introduction to a dilfertation on the Hades 
of the Myiteries. 

Lerna I apprehend to be a contraction of 
El-Aran-Ai, the land of the Ark-god, and it 
was fo called in allufion to the entrance of 
Noah into the Ark. It was fituated near the 
fea ; and was at once the fcene both of the 
metamorphofis of Io into the fymbolical hei- 
fer q , and of the mythological rape of Profer- 
pine. Hence we are informed by Paufanias, 
that myfteries were celebrated there, in ho- 
nour of the Lemean or arkite Ceres 1 . In 
thefe myfteries we find her connected with a 
perfon ftyled Aras, who was reported to have 
been the firft of men, and to have flourifhed 
in the neighbourhood of Sicyon and Phliun. 
He was an autochthon, or gegenes ; and was 


4 xoo <Ppntf hotrpo^oi 

Hrat, xrprK us opotr , o^vrop u 
M turn xpicrStur’, tfMftetm cnnpTfifiart 
Hwco* wpos tuvoror n Ktpxpmas ptos 
Aiprns anpvif ti' @ouxo\ot h yvyiiw 
Axparof ogyv* Apyos vpapTu. 

^Efch. Prom. Vine. ver. 6 } 4. 

* TltpiSoXof in xa» top nXHTWfa, apxetcotrra, vf Mytrett, 

*opriP rr>r Anpirpof, xcnaGwai tmvtji t$ njr vsr oyteot »o/xi£o/x|W|» 

BfW' i h A '? w «r»b us xan rot wponpa, 1^11 f*o» rn \oytt, w^os &*- 
1, xen tiAitv Aipaia aywu tnavSa Anpflp*. Pauf. Corinth, 
p. 198. 


con- 
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contemporary with Afopus the fon of Nep- 
tune, and with Prometheus the fon of Ia- 
petus. Aras is merely Ares, the folar Noah , 
and Ceres is a perfonification of the Ark ; 
whence Aras and his children, or, in other 
words, Noah and his family, were always in- 
voked previous to the celebration of the myf- 
teries of Ceres s . This ancient perfonage be- 
llowed his name upon the country, in which 
he was fuppofed to have lived ; but it was 
afterwards called Phliajla, from Phlias, the fon 
of Bacchus, who was one of the Argonauts 1 : 
whence we find, that the Phliafians, being 
connedccl with the hiftory of the deluge on 
the one hand, and with the folar fuperflition 


* Hr Ty yn rxviy ytnaSon irpuroy Agxvrx (pxru, xv^x xvto'/Smx' 
xtti aroAur t* wxicre u rspt Toy ft&yoy reroy, of A^armoj »T* xxfairai xxt 
§S hfJMS ' — xat air a,VTU to xp^euoy V yn KXl b -GTO?Uf AgX>T tx iX 
tray. Tutu pxaihtvo m Acrarwof KfiyXocry; uyxi Acyopujof xx\ Ilocrsi- 
iw MS t(ivpt tov tootxiaov to v$up, oy tivx oi yvy xto tov ebfovTot xaAa- 
o-ty Aaviroy. Pauf. Corinth, p. 138. Afopus is As-Op, the folar 
ferpent . n^o rrjf t « >Jhf sr tu AypriTgos ahi<n,y Afavlx, xxi tov<; wat- 

&XS XX\ 0 VCTi 9 * 9 Tt T US TOV^XS, Ibid. p. 1 39. . <J>A»CI«rtOI yxp n £0[/.V)$tl 

ytyt&ai tu IxiriTH xcclx Toy ctvT ov fflovov (pxcriv A^xvlx. Ibid. p. 143* 

* Aiowerov $t o»3a xxkovfityoy ((cil. QXixvtx), xai Tuy irtevtrayTuy 
i«r» Trjs Apyovs xat Tovroy ygyecBat teyoptyoy, O/xoAoyet piot xat 
TOV Po^o V TTOWTOV T X £1Tt j' 

<J>Aiaf avr nr\ rot aiv ApaiSvgsySey Uxyst, 

E>S* xQte lot trail Awyvao to ix*jt» 
n*Tfo<; tov iryyyr »» tferw Aauitoxo. 

Pauf. Corin. p. 139. 

on 
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on the other, particularly venerated Juno, 
the arkite dove, and her fon Mars, or M’Ares, 
the great Noetic Sun u . 

As Lerna was thus peculiarly devoted to 
the diluvian Myfleries, we lhall fee the pro- 
priety with which Lycophron reprefents Io 
or Ifis to have been carried off from that place 
by the Phenicians of Came x : 

OXoivra vcu/rcu vSQuna, KapviTou xvvtf, 

O i rvjv (Zoco7riv Tou>(>07ra,(&evov ne^v, 

Aeqvti? ayfi^ei\f/uyro <po(mryot Xvxoi, 

HK&tiv T3opev<rcu xypa Tr^cftccJ .■ 

In return for which a£t of violence, the Cure- 
tes, as I have mentioned above. Hole away 
Europa. 

Confidered as the land of the arkite God, 

u ex •?-*•» vfjLfu irfTroxxfxtva, Tfa.<p%icu rv}t Hpar vv 

tup flfcor, stvat oi teratoa? t« xai 'H&jr* TIapx Qhxatn oit 

TV) SeU TCCVTt) 7iCL\ ahhux TXfAOti, XOU (XSyt^OV TO £( TO Vi OXKiTXf Sfl' $f- 

Suhoktx yap <!>y) afraxp epTUV$< x l)UTtvov<np' hvSivTtq ^ ce $£<T(a.u t«i rctt; 

Trpcf ra ev t u ocher n hvtya, avaiE$ca<74v. Pauf. Corinth, p. I 40 . 
This deliverance of the flaves in honour of Juno may poflibly 
relate to the deliverance from the confinement of the Ark. 
The hiftory of the Argonauts, as allufive to the helio-arkite 
worlhip, (hall be confidered hereafter. Vide infra chap. viii. 
x Car- Ain-Ai, the la?id of the fountain of light . 
y Lycoph. Caftan. ver. 1291. The title Boopis here applied 
to Io, is the fame as that, which Homer continually bellows 
upon Juno. It is ufually tranilated ox-eyed, but it appears in 
reality to be compounded of Bo and Op, an ox and a ferpent, 
the emblems of the two great fuperftitions. 

Lerna 
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Lerna was naturally dedicated to Neptune, 
the ruler of the Ocean. It was fituated more- 
over in Argolis, or the country of the Ark ; and 
was originally called Amymome, from one of 
the daughters of Danaus, who was the con- 
cubine of Neptune z . 

Teftis Amymome, latices cum ferret in arvis, 
Comprefia, et Lerne pulfa tridente palus*. 

This Amymome, according to Hyginus, was 
the mother of the Argonaut Nauplius b ; but 
the fcholiaft upon Apollonius reprefents him 
as only a remote defcendant of Amymome 
through the line of her fon Archeus c . The 
whole however of bis genealogy is a mere fe- 
ries of repetitions ; and all the various perfons, 
who occur in it, are equally the patriarch 
Noah. Thus, Danaus is Da-Nau ; Archeus 
is Arechi; Nauplius and Naubolus are each 
equally Nau-Bal ; and Lernus is El-Aran- 


* Asprv xptnri *ov Apyow? *£pj Schol.jin. Apoll. Ar- 

gon. lib. iii. vcr. 1240. A/tu^uii & tqvtu (Uoas^un) trvnvia.- 
£rra»* ctwry TloauSw r«c «» Atpy Tnjya; tpwvtrif. Apollod. 
Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 1. 

* Propcrt. lib. ii. ver. 20. 

* Nauplius Neptuni ct Amymomes Danai filiae filius Argi- 
vus. Hyg. Fab. 14. 

c UavfeXto; airoyotoq rov A px a,l0V rou notruSwraf vlov, xct% Afxt/ftw- 
ms Vo t Aavaov. Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 136. 

Nus. 
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Nus d . It is worthy of notice, that Nonnus 
makes Amymome to be the fame as the Phe- 
nician Beroe, whom I fliall hereafter lhew to 
be the Berntb of Sanchoniatho, and the 
Berith or covenant mentioned in Holy Scrip- 
ture e . ^ 

Tradition aflerted, that Danaus failed from 
Egypt in the fliip Argo f , and that he firft 
landed in Argolis upon the coaft of Lerna, 
where he built a temple to Neptune the ge- 
nerator 6 , and confecrated a Ihrine to the 
arkite Minerva. In the facred grove were 
the ftatues of Bacchus and Ceres, or Noah 
and the Ark ; and in another temple the 
images of Bacchus the preferver, and Venus 
floating upon the fea, that Venus, who, no 


d A poll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 133. This genealogy muft ne- 
ceflfarily be mythological 5 for, fince the Argo is faid to have 
been the Ihip in which Danaus made his efcape from Egypt, 
fo remote a defeendant from him as Nauplius could never have 
been engaged in the Colchian expedition, and that in the ‘very 
fame veflfel, if the voyages of Danaus and Jafon be taken as 
genuine hiftorical fa&s. 
c Vid. infra chap. ix. 

f Schol. in ibid. ver. 4. The hiftory of the Argo, or Ark, 
will be confidered at large hereafter. 

8 En ix Ai£i njg xou iti pet frag ojfef rtjp Sccfai&a-ccp tvi ^cvpov, 

6 Tmnor o*o{Aa£tjcn. ITpo; SaXacrc tji Ttf Ttnam rW«^a/ro$ iigot ij-i» 
a p.tya—ym < 5 « itjav^a wpa/rop tw Apyoht$o$ A a too 9 avp 7015 vaicrkf 
avoGntai teyuo-ir. Pauf. Corin. p. 201. 

lels 
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Ids than Ceres, was a perfonification of the 
veflel, in which the great patriarch made his 
efcape. The inflitutor of the Lemean myf- 
teries is faid to have been Philammon ; and 
they were the fame as thofe of Ceres at 
Eleufis h . 

Laftly, it was at Lema alfb, that Hercules 
flew the fambus water-ferpent ' ; as he had 
contended in Crete with the bull, at Nemea 
with the lion, and in Arcadia with the 
boar. - 

Herculis antiftare autem fi fafta putabis, 

Longius a vera multo ratione ferere. 

Quid Nemasus enim nobis nunc magnus hiatus 

Ille leonis obeffet, et horrens Arcadius fus ? 

6 Error is re aXas;, ayaXpucra ir> pist A»f«:Tpo; Uporvpinis, iri at 
A io tvae xai Ar^yjTpc; xaSriptitor ccyuXucc ov /xtyx . — 'Erspu is it xu 
Aicrurss Xawnir xaBvpsmt (o am, xai Afpoitrnt ayaXpta «7n ^xXxtTjrt 
JnJW a»«9£i»ai at xvro rat Svyarsgat Xtyautrt rov Aaiaou* Axvaor th 
av to to lepoi sm Ilormo> trotitaat mt A9 mat' xaraftira&ai is rut 
Atptaiut rtjt rt\trr,t QtXapt.pt.uia (pact. Ibid. p. 198. Efchylus and 
his Scholiaft make Danaus the fifth in defcent from Io, and the 
immediate fon of Belus. Prom. VinCt. ver.352. This genealogy 
is entirely fabulous, but it ferves to fhew the connection be- 
tween Io and Danaus, the Ark and the god of the Ark. 

1 It is not unworthy of notice, that, according to fome of the 
ancient mythologifts, Cadmus was the perfon who (lew the 
hydra of Lerna. Palseph. de incred. Hift. c. 6 . The fa£t is, 
that Cadmus and Hercules were one and the fame perfon, 
Noah worfhipped in conjunction with the Sun. More will be 
faid re fp citing Cadmus hereafter. Vide infra chap. vii. 

Denique 
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Denique quid Cretas taurus, Lernasaque peftis 
Hydra venenatis poflet valjata colubris k . 

All thefe different monfters however, which 
make fo prominent a figure in ancient poetry, 
were merely the lymbols of the helio-arkite 
worfhip 1 : while Hercules himfelf, like the 
infernal Bacchus, was Erech-El-Es, or, as the 
Phenicians called him, Arcles, the filar god of 
the Ark. Hence Nonnus addreffes him as 
the Sun : 

A<r^x,iTuv 'H^atxAer, ctvafc mpoe, opxctpe 
*HeA is, (Zqoreoio (Ztx JoAi%o<rx« 7roi/u,*iv m . 

All-hail, thou brilliant orb of heavenly fire, 
Majeftic in thy ftar-befpangled robe. 

The world’s dread fovereign, mighty Hercules. 

while Apollodorus defcribes him, as failing 
over the vaft Ocean in a. golden cup, which 


k Lucret. de Rer. de Nat. lib. v. Ver. 22. Apollodorus 
(peaks of the Hydra having nine heads, eight of which were 
mortal, and the laft immortal. Ei ,%t v 'Y fya. vn^peytStf c-upa, 
Hi<pot\ai lyo* smee, vac q (a i» okvu Snyracq, vtjp fAtm)p ccdapoc Tor. 
Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 4. I knQW not what this tradition 
can mean, unlefs it allude to the mortality of the arkite og- 
doad as individuals, and to their immortality in the continued 
dream of their pofterity. 

1 H(ence the Cretan bull is faid to have been that which car- 
ried off Europa. Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. Cap. 4. 
m Dionyf. lib. xl. p. 683. 

vol. I & had 
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had been prefented to him by Apollo”, and 
which Macrobius pronounces to be nothing 
more than a lhip°. 

Hercules then, being the foiar Noah, was 
naturally efteemed one of the Idei Da&yli, 
or Cabiri, and as fuch was joined with the 
great infernal or arkite goddefles Ceres and 


n *0 & (*HA»o;) TTjp aotyn&v Avru (*HpA*tAi»f) ^avfxxoet^ 

*3Wx« h vat;, tr J ryr flxiaiov kmtqctoe— Hpax*??; t«? j Sox; 

*K to h vr*t 9 xa i ho'lr'Ktvo , a$ it; Tctpvnatrov, oraXtr aors^uxc to 

hirx<. Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 5. Sec alfo Athcn. Deipnof. 
lib. xl. p. 470. Tarteflius, where Hercules was fuppofed to 
have reftored his cup to the Sun, was a Phenician colony • and 
it Teems to have derived its name from Tar, or Tor, a bull . 
Stephanus of Byzantium fays, that it was fo called from the 
river Tartejfus , which flows froJh the mountain Argyrus. If 
we fuppofe thefe to be Phenician appellations, which is cer- 
tainly the moft probable, Argyrus, or Arg-Ar, will be equi- 
valent -to the mountain of the Ark ; but, if it be a Greek word, 
it will fignify fiver. I am aware, that both gold, fllVer, and 
tin, abounded formerly in Spain, which by a Angular fatality 
was the Peru both of Tyre and Carthage 5 (Pomp. Mel. de Situ 
Orb. lib. ii. cap. 6 .) the title Argyrus therefore may undoubtedly 
relate to that circumftance : but concerning this let the reader 
form his own judgment. A variety of Punic names however 
certainly occur in ancient Spain, whatever may be the moft. 
proper explanation of Argyrus. Pbmponius Mela in a Angle 
fentence mentions the city of Tarracon or Tara- Chon, 'the pricfi 
of the heifer ; of Eluro or El-Ur, the burning god ; of Betullo 
or Beth-El, the boufe of god ; of Barcino or PcArca-No, the 
Ark of Noah ; and of Telobi or Tel-Ob, the filar ferpeti*. Pomp. 
Mel. lib. ii. cap. 6. 

, 0 .Saturn, lib. v. cap. ax. 

Prcf«fpine - T 
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Proferpine ; the latter of whom was honour- 
ed by the Arcadians, under the title of tbf 
Saviour p . Hence he was feigned to have 
defcended into hell, and upon his return tp 
have been initiated into the myftpries pf the 
Eleufmian Ceres q , whofe peculiar emblem* 
like that of Ills, was a boat or fhip. Ac- 
cordingly in a curious pidture pf the rnyftip 
infernal regions, mentioned by Paufaoiys, we 
find two figures introduced, the one pf a naan 
named Tellis, and the other of a female dp- 
nominated Cleobia, who was reported to have 
firft brought the rites of Cere? to Thafus. 
She was painted, holding upon her knee? a 
boat, like thofe, which, Paulania? pblerve?# 
were ufually cpnfecratpd tp Ceres r . Telh? i? 

p A* ucru al fuyaXa* $eai xgu !£fpv tu* Kopit h 

Zarnfotf xcttecnv o * AptaJifi— Er» & xau *Hf>axA tjf naga rri Aij/aijtj* 
pay sS<K f*aA*r« vnx vp% T*nroif rw *H$axX%f u»a» ruu llhciw xatepim $ 
&eutTvhuf, O tofiaxpTot <pt>a %9 u tok vmai. Pauf. A read. p. 664. 

4 M vry, t u *HpaxAf* # <$W* tpvn§n u Efawm r a &S av to* XgyofMm 

fiix^ec fxvrnp'U' Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 1328. It is remarkable, 
that Hercules is fometimes faid to have been the fon of Iape- 
tus and Thornax. Pauf. Arcad. p. 638. The paternal fide of 
this genealogy is evidently a precife inverfion, for Iapetus was 
the fon, not the father, of Noahj but the maternal fide, if 
confidered mythologically, is perfe&ly accurate, Thornax being 
-Tor-Nach, the tauric Ark of Noab. 

1 T«AAk fMf yfiUKiot.9 tfxGti ytytiuf jtawc ar, KAioCota f it* 
t£H St t* roi; yovcuri x&vtov, otto ta; tfomc&it tofxiQiorif 

H 2 — KXi&zw 
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Tel-Es, the Noetic Sun ; and Cleobea, whole 
name fignifies the illujlrious heifer, feems, like 
Ceres, to be merely the Ark perfonified under 
the character of a woman. 

From thefe general remarks on the mytho- 
logical hiftory of Lerna, as connected with, 
the defcent of Bacchus and Hercules, the 
myfteries of Ceres, the rape of Io, the landing 
of Danaus, and the worlhip of the diluvian 
Neptune, I lhall proceed to examine the gro- 
tefque machinery, which the ancient fabulifts 
have introduced into their imaginary Hell. 

Juflin Martyr, Eufebius, and Clemens 
Alexandrinus, have preferved a very ancient 
hymn afcribed to Orpheus, which Bilhop War- 
burton, - and I think very juftly, fuppofes to 
have been chanted by the myftagogue for the 
inftrudtion of thofe, who were about to be 
initiated. This hymn is addrelTed to a per- 
fon denominated Museus s , who is ityled the 
offspring of the refplendent Moon ; and it con- 
tains a formal declaration of the unity of the 
godhead, in oppofition, as I apprehend, to the 
arkite Cabiri. 


— KAs©6o*ai» ff ©<wro> ra opyia r»}$ A»?/xi»rp©$ utyxeiv Trpvrw ex Tlstgu 
(pctaif. Pauf. Phoc. p. 866. 

3 To this Museus the Orphic Argonautics are like wife ad- 
drefled. 
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$(ky]jpf4.cti eh &efus e<rt, Svptf £ m0w9*e fieCyActf 
II ariv o/aus' av S axue, <pxer<pop a exyeve jxyvqf, 
Marat’, efcepeu yap aAri&ex’ pj oe re tx %piv 
Ei> ‘ryS'errt (paten a <piA*\s atuvos a/aegr*r 
E is Se Aoyov B'eiov fiAe^/as, tutu 7r^ore^eve, 

I SSvvuv x(>aSiris voe^ov xirros " ev i 1 ’ S7TtSatve 
Ar^ewrera, /xxvov S’ eroga xor/aoto xvxktx. 

EiV S' e<s auroyewf, evos enyova irana rerevxla 
Ev S’ avrotr awes 7re(>mrrerai’ aSe tis at/rev 
Etropaa S’tijTut, awes Se ye Tranas oqxtxi l . 

Museus, I doubt not, is the fame as Noah. 
The title itfelf fignifies a perfon in the midji of 
water, from the Coptic Mu or Mo, •water' 1 -, 
whence the cognate name of Mofes was be- 
llowed upon the Jewilh legiflator, in me- 
mory of his expofure upon the Nile. This 
Museus is celebrated as the fon of Mena, or 
the Moon ; the caufe of which was limply 
the joint adoration of the Moon and the Ark. 
Hence, when he is denominated the fon of the 
Moon, nothing more is meant than that he 
was the allegorical fon of the Ark. It is 
worthy of obfervation, that in the war of 
Jupiter with the Titanic giants, which relates, 

I apprehend, to the cataflroph& of the deluge, 
a perfon, named Museus, is faid to have vo- 

1 Orph. apud Div. Leg. b. ii. fedfc. 4. p. 154, 
u Mai), to t'&yp. Hefych. 

r 3 Juntarily 
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lufttirily quitted the caufe of his rebellious 
brethren, and in return to’ hive received from 
the gods proportionable honours* * . 

As the Musius of the Epoptae was the pa- 
triarch Noah, fo, as I have already obferved, 
the myftic Hades was merely the vaft central 
abyfs, from which iflued thofe mighty ftreams, 
that reduced the earth to its original chaos. 
HenOe Virgil, with ftri<ft propriety, opens his 
defeription of the infernal regions by an in- 
vocation of Chaos and Phlegethon. 

Di, quibus imperium eft animarum, umbrseque 
filentes ; 

Et Ghaos, et Phlegethon, loca node filentialate, 

Sit mihi fas audita loqui : fit numine veftro 

Pandere res alta terra et caligine merfas y. 

In a fimilar manner the author of the Or- 
phic Argonautics joins together the overthrow 
of the giants or diluvians by Bacchus and- 
Apollo, the dire neceflity of the archean or 
arkite Chaos, Cronus or Noah, the wander- 
ings of Cybele or the Ark, and the illuftrious 
orgies of the Cabiri. 

— ■ Jktxx 010 *** AmbXum durtutns 

Ken-go sA awofitvos, (PfuxaJ'sct xyX tiriQewxov, 


* Diod. Bibl. lib. v. p. 338. 

y jEneid. lib. ri. Ter. 263. 

©y » jreif 
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Qvtjrstf cw9'puTowtv evxft' per* & opxut (UKcUf’ 
kqxfiu* fity 7T(>wet> Xctxf aptyaprcv ctvctryMV, 

K m K^ovcv, — ■ — 

• ■ - — ' — - ti? tgy cti&iXa 


T tjyeyeuv,' 


Mtpporv 


■spemfyofix rt A arpeiccv 


ccyXcta K etGetqav*. 


Epiphanius in ihort, plainly informs us, that 
Chaos was the very lame as the vail abyfs. 
Xetof fe ncti Bud'or un an etv catyis £«j, uf re cpco- 
vvfiev xexTirrat* $ 

Clofely connected with the diluvian Chaos 
were the Stygian pool, the rivers of Hades, 
and the mighty Ocean, from which the waters 
of Styx were liippofed to iflue. Thefe wa- 
ters, I apprehend, were no other than the 
waters of the deluge, as will fufficiently ap- 
pear from an attentive examination of their 
mythological hiftory. 

The Ocean, which is introduced fo very 
conlpicuoully into the genealogies of the 
hero-gods, and which was liippofed to have 
been the origin of all things, obvioufly derived 


* Orph. Argon, ver. .9. 

* Epipb. adv. Hser. vol, i. p. 164. This was true at the time 
of the deluge, becaufe the waters of the abyfs were theo no 
longer confined to the central cavity of the earth, but over- 
flowed the whole habitable globe. 

E 4 its 
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its name from the radical Oc, Og, Aug , Ag, 
One , Ongi for it is indifferently written in all 
thefe various, though kindred, forms. The 
primary fignification of Oc is undoubtedly the 
Ocean, of which word it accordingly compofes 
the firft fyllable ; and, in confequence of fuch 
fignification, it involves alfo the idea of anti- 
quity*. Hence Hefychius informs us, that 
Ogen is the Ocean j Ogenidae, the daughters 
of the Ocean ; Oganon, a Jiream of water ; 
Ogenion, any thing ancient c : while Suidas 
mentions Ogenus, an ancient or archlan god ; 
Ogyris, a lake ; Oge, a mound, or dam j Ogy - 
gion, any thing very ancient, from Ogyges the 
firft reputed king of Thebah d , or the Ark , in 
whofe time, according to Varro e , a great de- 
luge happened. Ogyges, or Ogygifan, as we 
learn from Pfeudo-Berofus f , was a title of 
Noah. It feems to have been beftowed upon 
him deferiptively, for Ogygi-San is equivalent 


b Thus the Greek words Arche and Arcbius, which fignify the 
beginning , and old , feem to be derived from Archa, the Ark. 

c flyvif, uxtavof — flytn^ai, mtanXcu—Slymov, TraXaiof—nyatof, 
etfAMpi. 

d flyetog, a^xjxxag o9tp £lytn$cu km fly t fun apxaun—Qyvpig, 

XifAPij — {lyvytor, ap%at ©», ha to flyvyof tup — 

Slyv, hatypafc. 

. e Varr. de Re Ruft. lib. iii. cap. i. 
f Berof. Ant. lib. ii. fol. 13. 

to 
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to the folar-diluvian god’, whence alfo Bac- 
chus, who was at once the patriarch and the 
Sun, was ftyled Ogygius s . With a fimilar 
reference to Og, the Ocean , Thafus, cele- 
brated for the myfteries of Ceres or the Ark, 
bore the additional name of Ogygia k . The 
ifland of Calypfo was alfo called Ogygia *. 
This nymph is faid by Apollodorus to have 
been the daughter of Nereus and Doris, chil- 
dren of the Ocean k j and Ihe is ftyled by 
Ovid the maritime goddefs 1 : but Homer makes 
her the offspring of Atlas. 

Slyvyiri ti? vtio-o? a, 7 T 07 reoB'ev av ctXi Kenou, 

Ev&cc /uev KTXa.no? S’vyar^, JoXoe<r(ra. Ka-Xinpa, 

Ncuei ev7rXoKO.ju.of, detvri B'eof m . 

Calypfo I take to be Cal-Hippafa, the hollow 
Hippa or Ark ; whence fhe is lometimes re- 
prefented as the daughter of, the fea-god Ne- 
reus, and fometimes of the aftronomer Atlas, 
whom w r e have already feen to be the folar 
Noah The fame title of Ogygia was given 

* Ovid. Epift. x. vcr. 48. 

k Qyvyi7j r 1 Saaog Tifos ax tij’ •{ ctfXK 7 a Z 79 * f Anipwrfag 

puyuhug tripia*. Etym. Magn. 

* Slyvypi), opo(ax ring rri<r>s KaAviJ/otf. Hefych. 

k Apoll. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 2. 

1 Ovid. Epift. ex Pont. lib. iv. Epift. x. ver. 14. 

m OdylT. lib. vii. ver. 244. 

71 Honacr accordingly defcribes her father Atlas, as being well 

ae- 
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by the Egyptians, from whom the Greeks 
borrowed the principal part of their theology, 
to the far-famed city of Thebah, the proto- 
type of the capital of Beotia, and devoted like 
it to the myftic rites of the Ark. 

Tav f&sireb Ka,?kipooio x.tni^x fraj l v^ciTet N«Aif. 

K of rtjv fjav 'GSoXb.oi re jc«/ oA Gioi mtyig e%i/w 
H fia ocroi QtiSuv eqiKv&a. vcutrcbUtri, 

©>Av Slyvyitp (KcbTOfA7rvXov 

As Thebes bore the name of Ogygia, lb Mi- 
nerva, or the divine wifdom by which the 
Ark was preferved, was worfhipped there un- 
der the title of Ogga or Onga, the marine god- 
dejs p . Hence Ihe is faid to have been the 


acquainted with all the depths of the fea; and represents Calypfo 
herielf as dwelling in an ifland, which was the Omphalus or 
navel of the Ocean. This infular Omphalus , like that near the 
Egyptian Buto, was nothing more than an arkite Om-Phi-Al, 
or an orach of the bdio-diluvban god. 

— — *OS» t* ofApahos sn Sa&ccaaw, 

N nom hffywaact' Sta t » $o>(Mur% mih 

A rXotrros Suyarttg oXoo(pgopo<;, on SotAocaart; 
man; ( 3 sp$t* 0 Odyff. lib. i. ver. 30. 

• Dionyf. Peri eg. ver. 246. 

P o yyetf aBijpu i p €h)€aif. Hefych. The Scholiaft upon Ef- 
chylus fays, that Onca was a Phenician name of Minerva, in- 
troduced by Cadmus : (Schol. in Sept. adv. Theb. ver. 169.) 
and Tzetzes informs us, that Thebes itfelf was called Onca, 
from the worship of Onca. E tat xat O yxat xufjw Qt/oup, h Ka^“ 
fio? A%rx( ayafytM ifyvaxro. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. l 225. 

daugh- 


Digitized by LjOCK 



ON THE CABIRI. 


* 5 * 

daughter of the diluvian Neptune, and the 
lake Tritonis ; and to have placed herfelf un- 
der the protection of Jupiter, in order that 
(he might be preferved' from the wrath of 
her father q : and hence the city of Thebah, 
or the Ark, was efteemed facred to her, and 
denominated 'Tritoman r . 

yap •aMos aTkos, ov aB’avarav ie^ts 
netpqaaov, oi T t>na>vi$os eayeyaaviv 3 . 

We leam from Lycophron, that Ceres, or the 
Ark, was (lyled Oncca * ; and from Paufanias, 
that Apollo, or the (olar Noah, was called On- 
ceates u . The author of the Etymologicon Mag- 
num mentions an ancient perfbnage named 
Oncus, or Ogcus, from whom (bme towns in 
Arcadia, or the land of the Ark, received their 
appellations z . Stephanus of Byzantium makes 
him a king of Arcadia y , and that with per- 
fect propriety, for he feems to have been no 
other than the great diluvian patriarch. He 

* Herod, lib. iv. cap. 180. 

r This Minerva, along with her father Neptune, is faid to 
have inflituted chariot races at Barce. See Hefych. vox B*f- 
xaioi; op£OK. Barce feems to be P’Arc-Ai, the land of the Ark . 

8 Apoll. Argon, lib. iv. ver. 259. 

1 Caffan. ver. 1225. See Tzet. in loc. 

u Arcad. p. 651. 

x Oyxcti, Ap*e ilia aurb Oyxov th*<; 

r Steph. de Urb. p. 602. 

was 
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■was the fame, I apprehend, as Ogoa, the ma- 
rine god of the Carians, under whofe temple 
the fea was artificially conducted z ; and as 
the arkite Hercules, who was intitled by the 
ancient Gauls Ogmius, or the deity of the 
Ocean. We have already feen this hero tra-r 
verfing the fea in a golden cup, and defcending 
into the infernal regions ; but the Gauls a f- 
cribed to him thofe attributes, which clalfical 
writers ufually give to Mercury. He was re- 
prefented drawing after him a number of men 
by fmall golden chains, fattened at one end 
to their ears, and at the other to his own 
tongue. The men however do not follow 
him reluctantly, but with evident pleafure, 
for the chains are defcribed as being flack a . 
From fuch a mode of reprefentation, it is 
clear, that the Gauls confidered him as the god 
of eloquence, like the Mercury of the Greeks 
and Romans. He was in faCt the very fame 
as Mercury, who like him was fuppofed to be 
an infernal deity, and who like him was no 
other than the patriarch Noah. The Gauls 
bellowed alfo upon Hercules the name of 


* ©aAatrtr tj$ h ava<p<zm<7§aci xvfxa, ir rv rovra ((cil. IToo-ii- 

Aoyo$ £$*»v ap^aio^ toixora St xai A Brjpatot htyovtnv if To, xvpcc 
ro sp ccKgoTTubu' xcu K apvp ot MvXecaet *%orrif, k tov Beou to itpop, bp 
Qvpyi Ti) x*hov<nP O yua. Pauf. Arcad. p. 6 19. 

* Lucian apud Ban. Myihol. vol. iii. book vi. chap. 6 . 

Macufan, 
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Macufan, as appears from a medal ftruck in 
the reign of the Emperor Commodus. This 
word, which is nearly of the fame import as 
Ogmius, is compounded of M’Ogu-San, the 
great belio-diluvian : accordingly we find Her- 
cules-Macufan depicted, holding a dolphin in 
his right hand, and in his left a two-grained 
fceptre ; on one fide of him is a blazing altar, 
and on . the other a fmall fea-monfter b . Olaus 
Rudbeck derives the appellative Ogmius from 
the Celtic Oggur, which flgnifies powerful by 
fea c ; but the word Oggur itfelf is ultimately 
deducible from the primitive radical Og d . 

b Keifler Ant. Celt. p. 200. apud Ban. Mythol. *vol. ill. 
book vi. chap. 6. 

c Ol. Rudb. Att. c. 53. apud Ban. vol. iv. book iii. chap. 6. 

d I am aware, that Col. Vallancey fuppofes the Celtic Her- 
cules to have been denominated Ogmius from Ogham , or Ogh- 
ma t by which name the Irifh expreffed a particular mode of 
writing that prevailed among them. This was frequently, 
though I believe not always, difpofed in the form of a circle. 
He informs us, that Ogb fignifies a circle ; and, in confequence 
of the circle being thus ufed to convey knowledge, that its de- 
rivative Eag flgnifies wifdom. (Vindication of the Ancient Hid. 
of Ireland, Colledt. de Reb. Hibern. vol. v. p. 82.) Hence, I 
apprehend, according to this etymology Ogmius will be equi- 
valent to the wife one . Granting the propriety of thefe remarks, 
I may dill be allowed t;o afk, whether the primitive of Ogb or 
Ogham be not Og, the Ocean . Every perfon, in the lead degree 
acquainted with the genius of the oriental languages, knows 
that they are alinod entirely ideal : that is, in the formation of 
derivatives from primitives, certain leading ideas run through 

the 
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This maritime Hercules was the fame as Pa- 
lemon', whom Ovid defcribes as the fon of 
Athamas king of Thebes. Pajemon and his 
mother Ino are reported to have keen terrified 
with ferpents by the goddefs Juno, to fuch a 
degree, that they plunged into the Ocean. 


the feveral ramifications of the original word. The primitive 
Og fignifies the Ocean . From the circular appearance of the 
lea when land is out of fight fprings Ogh, a circle. All poft- 
diluvian knowledge of antediluvian events has been conveyed to 
ns through the medium of the Ogenidae, or oceanic Noachidae : 
hence Minerva was flylcd Ogga, partly as a marine goddefs, 
and partly as the goddefs of wifdom ; and hence the Chaldeans 
affirmed, that they owed all their knowledge of the creation to 
the amphibious Oannes. For the fame reafon the Greek word 
Nus, intelligence , and the correfponding words in Greek, Latin, 
and Englifh, Gnoo or Ginofco , Nofco, and to know, may all b« 
traced to the name of the patriarch Noah. It is remarkable, 
that the Irifh arrive at their word Eag, wifdom , by following 
a fomewhat different chain of ideas. Ogh is a circle ; but their 
literature was difpofed in the form of a circle ; therefore Eag 
is wifdom , or mental application. That the preceding remarks 
may not be elteemed too fanciful, I (hall trace the ramification 
of two Hebrew radicals. Gal fignifies to roll $ Galiun, a book, 
that is a roll or volume ; Gali, waves of the fea from their being 
rolled round ; Gal, a fpring of water ; Galah, the howl of a can - 
dlejlick, from its rotundity j Gal, to exult, i. e. to teftify joy by 
dancing round ; Gal, a round heap of femes $ Agal, a drop j 
Magal, a fickle j Gelilim, rings or bracelets ; Gelilah, a bounda- 
ry ) Galal, dung 5 Galgal, a wheel 5 Galgalath, tbejkull. Aleph 
fignifies to lead j Aleph, a chieftain $ Aleph, a thoufand m , Aleph, 
an ox } Aleph, to teach. 

c UaktupM, 0 Hefych. Palemon is Bal-Am-On, 

Baal the hurtling Sun . 

Nep- 
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Neptune however, interpofing,faved them from 
deftrudion ; and afterwards, at the requeft of 
Venus, enrolled them among the dieties of 
the fea f . The name of Palemon, prior to 
his apotheofis, was Melicerta. This is evi- 
dently the fame title as Melicarthus, or the 
king of the city *, under which appellation the 


f Ovid. Metam. lib. iv. vet. 478. et infra. 

* Melicarthus is rrip Melech Kiijath, rex vrUs ; Atha- 
tnas is Ath-Am-As, the timing Sim ;* and Ino is the fame as 
Io, Ids, or the Ark. Ino was feigned to be the nurfe of Bac- 
chus, the fcriptural Noah 5 and, during the .continuance of the 
facred mania fent upon her by that deity, (he was ftfppofed to 
have rambled wildly through the forefts of mount Parnaflus. 
Hyg. Fab. 4. This celebrated hill was a high place of FAra- 
As, the fiery god of the Ark 3 and was accordingly dedicated to 
Apollo, tbe folar Noah . Hence we find, that Deucalion and 
his wife Pyrrha were thought to have landed, after their efcape 
from the deluge, upon mount Parnaflus. Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. 
cap. 7. Deucalion is Du-Cal-Ionah, tie god of the arkite dove, 
and Pyrrha feems to have derived her name from the worihip 
of P’Ur, tbe Sun . For the fame reafon the Hindoo Menu, who 
was faved from the waters of a flood with feven other holy 
perfons, was ftyled Vivafovata, or tbe offspring of tbe Sun, Aiiat. 
Ref. vol. ii. p. 117. According to Hellanicus, Parnaflus was 
fo called from the hero Parnaflus 5 but Andron with greater 
propriety afierts, that it was originally denominated Lamajfus, 
on account of the Larnax, or Ark , of Deucalion having landed 
there, and that its name was afterwards changed to Parnajfus . 
Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. ii. ver. 713. The inhabitants of 
Delphi, celebrated for being the (eat of the principal oracle of 
Apollo, were fometimes called Lycoreans, from Lycoreus, an 
imaginary fon of that deity. Lycoreus however, no lefs than 

his 
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Tyrians worfhipped Hercules. Sanchottiatho 
makes him the fon of Demarodn ; but, as I 
havef already obferved, both he, and his. ima- 
ginary father, are equally the fcriptural Noah. 
Hence we find that Hercules, or the arkite 
god , is faid to have been fwallowed by a Ce- 
tus, or whale 11 . The Cetus however was 
nothing more than the Ark, reprefented un- 
der its ufual fymbol of a fifh ; and accord- 
ingly we are informed by Hefychius, that its 
derivative Cetene is a large Jhip *. In allufion 
to the Noetic ogdoad, Hercules is faid by Pin- 
dar to have had eight children by his wife 
Megara k ; and, with a reference to the triple 


his father, is Luc-Or, the fiery Sun . Athamas, after the fup- 
pofed death of Palemon, adopted Coronus and Haliartus, who 
became the founders of the two Beotian cities, called after their 
refpe< 5 tive names. Pauf. Bceot. p. 779. Coronus is Cor-On, 
the Sun 5 and Haliartus is the marine deity . 

h Dt as uirXuTfjietos (0 HpaxTu;*) To ropuot, xs%v)PO<; iww T# 

*nr 0 ?, afyous ru tutu 6/>nrE9ng<hjxE rofxctri' rgw <h rjfxspcas s*$oStp xcl- 
raxowrup uvros, ovndef.Q'hvixws xoci ryp ttjs tcevrtv Tpi- 

Xv<rU' Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 34. This exploit of Hercules 
was performed, when he delivered Hefione, upon which occa- 
fion he was attended by Telamon, or Tel-Am-On, the burning 
Sun. The (lory is a mere repetition of that of Perfeus and 
Andromeda. 

1 Ki}tum?, «tAo»ov fjaya us xjjtoj. From the fame root comes 
the Englifh word Cat, a kind of Jbip. Johnfons Di&ionary. 

k *0 rio^o? oxleo ircufruz Mtyapas xat *H£axAftf?. Tzet. 
in Lycoph. ver. 38. 

off- 
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offspring of the patriarch, Herodotus defcribes 
him as becoming the father of three fons by 
a monfler compounded of a woman and a 
ferpent This laft affair happened in Scy- 
thia; confequently the perfon, mentioned by the 
Greek hiftorian, muff be the Hercules Ogmius 
of the Celts. From the fame root Oc, or Og, 
I am inclined to think, that we may derive 
the numeral Odto or Ogdoas, eight. In this 
cate, the literal fignification of Oc-Toi will be 
the gods of the Ocean, that is, the eight perfons 


1 Herod, lib. iv. dap. 9. Hercules left with this woman, 
at his departure, a bow, and a belt with a cup fufpended to it ; 
and gave dire£tions, that the fon, who could bend the bow, 
fhould have the belt, and along with it the lovereignty of the 
whole country. The cup here mentioned was a model of the 
golden cup, in which Hercules failed over the Ocean, in other 
words, of the Ark. Parthenius fays, that the name of this pa- 
ramour of Hercules was Celtine, and that of her father, Britan - 
nus. Parth. Nic. Erot. cap. 30. Celtine is Cal-Tinin, the ark - 
ite fea-monfter , and I think it by no means improbable, that the 
original form of this goddefs was compounded, like th*e image 
of Derc^to, of a woman and a fifh $ while Britannus may per- 
haps be Brit-Tan-Nus, tie fijb-god Noah the covenanter . Should 
this etymology be allowable, our own ifland will be Brit-Tart- 
Nu-Aia : it may be proper however to mention, that Bochart 
gives a different derivation of Britatinia . According to another 
tradition, the great anceftor of the Goths was not Hercules, 
but Targitaus, who yet, like Hercules, was the father of three 
fons. Herod, lib. iv. cap. 3. I am much inclined to think, 
that Targitaus is a corruption of Atar-Gat, as Atar-Gat is of 
Adar-Dag, the illujirious fijh-god. 

vol. i. s pre- 
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preferred in the Ark. If written hieroglyphi- 
cally, it would probably be exprefled by the 
fymbol of eight men Jailing together in a boat 
on the fea. Accordingly, the character, by 
which the Chinefe defignate a Jhip, confifts 
of a boat, a mouth, and the number eight. 
Two of thefe characters, the eight, and the 
mouth , added to that by which water is de- 
fignated, prefents to their minds the idea of 
a profperom voyage m . The radical One ap- 
pears to enter alfb into the language of China, 
no lefs than into thofe of Greece, Italy, and 
Gaul. Thus the allegorical Puoncu, who is 
faid to have fprung from the mundane egg, 
is perhaps a compound of Pu-Oncu, the oceanic 
god a . The fame radical, in its kindred form 
of Ag, or Aug , occurs likewife in the Hebrew 
word, Agam, a pool of Jlanding water ° : and, 
in the Chaldaic cofmogony, the chaotic mafs 
previous to its reduction into order and regu- 

m Bryant’s Anal: vol. in. p. 9. The mouth, which makes a 
part of this hieroglyphic, feems to mean an oracular mouth . 
Thus Phi fignifies either a mouth, or an oracle . The Argo, or 
Ark, was always fuppofed to be<an oracular vefleL Erat. Ca- 
taft. cap. 35 — Calliftrat. Stat. cap. 10— Val. Flac. Argon, 
lib. i. ( 

n Martin. Hid. Sin. lib. i. p. 13. 

0 CUN Stagnum — R. Sal. icribit, DJN eft colle&io aquarunv 
non fcaturentium neque fluentiuin, fed ftantium in uno loco. 
Buxt. Heb. Lex. 

larity. 
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larity, is called Qmoroca ; a term, which feems 
to be compounded of Om-Or-Oc, a confufed 
mixture of fire and water, whence Syncellus 
informs us, that it lignifies the fea p . 

The Ocean then of the Grecian mytho- 
logy, from which all the hero-gods derived 
their origin, and which was fuppofed to have 
been the parent of Styx, is the vaft mafs of 
waters, whether fupernal or infernal, which 
conftitutes fo large a portion of our planet. 
Plato accordingly fixes Tartarus, and the four 
rivers of hell, in the centre of the’ earth, clole- 
ly connecting them with the Ocean ; the 
mighty ftreams of which, as, we learn from 
the inlpired hiftorian, ilfuing from the great 
central abyfs, principally occalioned the cata- 
ftrophe of the deluge *. 

As the Ocean, to adopt the fcriptural ex- 
preffion, is the gathering together of the waters , 
fo his allegorical daughter Styx feems to be a 
perfonification of the flood r . Hence we find, 


P 0 {A.og& ma* sivat thtq XabS'ai’n EAAsjitn b 

* SiffirinviTcti SccKctveat,. Syncel. Chronog. p. 251. 

* Phaed. Se&. 60, 61, 62. 

r Accordingly the Scholiafl upon Hefiod declares, that Styx 
was the water, which proceeded from the lowed parts of the 
earth, and occafioned the phenomenon of the rainbow. Hrvy* 
vw Acyit to uf s -ahacy/AMs rear v^ceruv, xai rotf 4^ jtoJar raq cento t up 
xcclu Toirvp — x<xi Traiacraj Schol. in Hef. Xheog. 

* ycr, 77 $. . 

s 2, that 


s 
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that Ihe makes a vary confpicuous figure in 
the hiftory of the Titans. We are informed 
by Apollodorus, that Jupiter ordained every 
oath taken by Styx the daughter of Oceanus 
to be inviolable ; becaufe he wiflied to pay 
her the higheft honour, on account of her 
having affifted him, with all her children, in 
his war again# the iTitans s . In a fimilar 
manner Lycophron reprefents Jupiter as mak- 
ing a libation of the waters of Styx, and fwear- 
ing a tremendous oath, when about to attack 
the Titans, and the giants. 

/ 

'Xrvyos HtXcuvfis ycur/toy, pB-a, ts(>(jli€vs 

OqXUfAOTXS €T€V^€V ettyBlTOtf 

A oiSaf r a/pvavav xgv<rtcu$ 7re)Xous yavog 

M e?Xcoy yiycLvrcLs, Kami Tirvivct,? Treqav t * 


* To it rut 'Zrvyas tu «riT pag iv a$ou psov, Ztvq ETroirjcm opxot, 
7xvT7it avrji Ti/xjj v hhsq, a»S* m avre kcctcc Tnctvut (abtcc ru» waitar 
evnfjMxpo-if, Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 2. The children of the 
diluvian Styx are evidently the rivers and fountains ; accord- 
ingly thefe are, with perfect propriety, enumerated by Hygl- 
nus in his lift of the offspring of Styx and Pallas. Hyg. Fab. 

p. 8. 

* Caffan. ver. 706. Tzetzes applies this to the war of Ju- 

piter with the other gods, which however is in fa& the very 
fame as the Titanic conteft. Schol iii loc. The arkite ogdo- 
ad being the great gods of the Gentiles, thefe gods are almoft 
univerfally faid to be defcended from the Ocean ; and to this 
very caufe Ariftotle, in a remarkable paffage, afcribes the oath 
by the waters of Styx. Enti timj, 0! x*f x«» woXu 

®po t 11c »v* yenvtvs, kui WfUT ov$ ^toXoyyio-avret^ wrt» 01 orrat mp ivt 

{pvfftvf 
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Thefe Titans feem to have been the whole 
race of mankind living at the era of the de- 
luge, both thole who perilhed beneath its 
waves, and thofe who were preferred in the 
Ark u . Accordingly, they are fometimes de- 
fcribed as warring againft the majelty of hea- 
ven, but overpowered by the waters of Styx 
or hatred, thofe waters by which the Almigh- 
ty teftified in fo eminent a manner his hatred 
of fin ; and at other time6, as being feven in 
number, the children of Cronus or Noah, and 
the fame as the Cabiri. In this laft cafe one 
of them is faid to have been called Iapetur 
If then the Titans be the diluvians, the Styx 
mull be the deluge, and confequently the 
inviolable oath of Jupiter mull refer to 
the oath of God, that he would no more 
drown the world ; for which reafon. Iris the 
rainbow, the daughter of Thaumas, is repre- 
fented by Hefiod as hovering over the broad 
liirface of the Ocean, when this oath of Ju- 
piter was taken x . Now that fuefr a pheno- 


,Qi ><rw{ baha&ett, Qxicuo* ti y&p xu$ Ti}$w titoxycap mis y§ news 
•sruTspas, xca top opxop tup Seuv v$U(>, w hoXu/jupvip vv clvtup JAvy* 
tup mroiyTUP, TipiuraTop fxtt y*£ to ofxof xetf t*- 

fjuuruTop «$-»»• Arift. apud Cudworth’s Intell. Syft. p. 120. 

u This fubje& will be refumed hereafter, when the Titanic 
war is difeufied. Vide infra chap. ix. 
x Theog. yer. 779. 

s 3 mcnou 
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tnenon appeared immediately after the deluge, 
we are exprefsly informed by Mofes ; and it 
is obfervable moreover, that it was made a 
fpecial fign of God’s oath to Noah y . Thau- 
mas may poflibly have derived his name from 
Thaum, the abyfs. He feems to be the fame 
as the fcriptural Thammuz, under which title 
Adonis, otr the great diluvian patriarch, was 
worfhipped in Paleftine. It is remarkable, 
that Thaumas is fuppofed by Ptolemy He- 
pheftion to have had another daughter called 
Area, who aflifted the Titans, during their 
tremendous conflict with Jupiter *. The ex* 
planation of this fable is perfectly obvious. 
The Ark, in the ufual {train of oriental alle- 
gory, is faid to be the daughter of Noah, and 
the lifter of the rainbow ; while the Titans, 
whom Ihe is feigned to have aflifted, are evi- 
dently, not the impious, but the Nofe'tic Ti- 
tans. 

In confequence of Styx being a perfonifi- 
cation of the deluge, Parthenius the Phocen- 
lian affigns to her the epithet Ogenia, and con- 
nects her with the marine deity c Tptbys * ; 
while, to perpetuate the memory of that aw- 

y Gen. ix. 13. 

z H Apy.v) Qotvfxctvrog w Svyccryp, rx v PtoJ. 

Heph. Nov. Hift. lib. vi. 

a Parth. apud Steph. Byzant. de Urb. p. 7 66 . 

ful 
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ful event, the title o (Styx was conferred up- 
on a fountain in Arcadia, or the land of the 
divine. Ark b . Paufanias informs us, that Styx 
flowed from a lofty crag near the ruins of 
Nonacris ; a fmall town, which was fo called 
from the wife of Lycaon 0 . This prince is 
faid by Ovid to have been king of Arca- 
dia immediately before the flood ; and his 
prefumptuous impiety towards Jupiter was 
one principal caufo of that cataftrophe d . As 
the Arcadian Styx then received its appellation 
in memory of the diluvian waters of hatred, 
fo its branch Titarefius evidently derived its 
name from Tit, the colluvies of the food 9 . 

Oi t a^(p ipifpTov Tirctpyjirioy spy' sve/novrc, 

‘Of p ss n*iveiov ■apoisi KO-Xt^ippoov Clap, 

OvF oye Tbiveioo (rv/AftHrysTeu afyu^odivvi, 

A ?&(t re fjuv Ka&v7re(>$’ev € 7 Ti^peet 9 qi/r bAouov' 

'Opxx ycL^ 3stVX %TXjyOf V^CLTOf e^iv CL7T0pjl60 

Or where the pleating Titarefius glides, 

b ricp rtf tv Annabel Ervyot; vSotros area fiacrtp. Ptol. Hephaeft. 
Nov. Hid. lib. iii. See alfo Stob. Eclog. Phyf. lib. i. p. 130. 

c To fAtv bt) ecpx al °* Nvpatcfif wohurfxee, n* Apr.a&ep, xctt agro rr,$ 
Avxaopex; yvratx a{ to QPOfta ret ypeap epeivia, v)t~ T*v 

h igturwf a xpufxpo^ t>-vJ/uAo $— xbti v^ut^ xotrct ra xpijfAvu ra** 

<C**' xctXttcrM y EWr, 9 t<; avro v$vp Ervyof. Pauf. Arcad. p. 634. 
d Metam. libu i. ver. 165. 
c Whence alfo Titan . 
f Iliad, lib. ii. ver. 73 1. 

s 4 And 
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And into Peneus rolls his eafy tides ; 

Yet o’er the filver furface pure they flow. 

The facred ftream unmix’d with ftreams below. 
Sacred and awful ! from the dark abodes 
Styx pours them forth, the dreadful oath of gods. 
Pope. 

Styx at length empties itfelf into the river 
Crathis s , near which is alfb a mountain de- 
nominated Crathis. Here we find a temple 
of Diana Pyronia, from which the Argives 
were wont, in old times, to bring fire for the 
myfleriesof Lerna h . Diana, as we havefeen, 
is the fame as Ifis, or Ceres ; and her name 
Pyronia relates to the worfhip of P’UrrOn, 
the blazing Sun : while Crathis was fo called 
in honour of Car-Ath, the folar beat. 

It has been flated, that Bacchus was wor- 
Ihipped by the Arabs under the title of Dus- 
Ares, the divine Sun ; and it may now be ob- 
ferved, that, as he was the Noah of fcripture, 
fo we meet with a river Styx alfo in Arabia 
Tradition aflerted, that, when Bacchus was 


* Pauf. Arcad. p. 635. 

k — tTt to etyutms Ti)t KpaSit' tt Tara) ru opit rn vorapuB 
Tins K paSthg turtt aS wnyat — - airo tutu h xoAiirat ra Kpa$t& 

*» lT«Xia tnorciftOf tt Tin B^tTTWt. E* $t rri ru oph, irvgtf- 

nets it pot in* nap rot m ap%cuortpa mapa rvt Sat tccvtvs 

tcirnyorro A^ynoy tovp tg rot Asgraucc. Pauf. Arcad. p. 632. 

* T mg ApaGiotg xai to Trvyouot t>$up xuntCo/xitot airi^n/xrxnt iif T« 
Borpot. Damaf. Vit. Ifid. apud Phot. Bibl. p. 1060. 

furi- 
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furioufly purfued by Lycurgus, he plunged 
for fafety into the Erythr^an fea k . It is pro- 
bable, that Lycaon and Lycurgus are merely 
different names of the fame perfon, or rather 
indeed perfons, for they feem to reprefent all 
the diluvians, confidered as one great body 1 . 
Both thefe appellations are derived from Luc, 
the Sun, the grand objeft of the primitive an- 
tediluvian fuperftition. 

According to Hefiod, Styx was the wife of 
Pallas ; but, according to Empedocles, Ihe ef- 
poufed Piras, and by him became the mother 
of the ferpent Echidna m . The purport of 
both thefe fables is exactly the fame ; for, as 
Pallas is P’Al-As, the god of fire, fo Piras is 
P’Ares, the folar deity. The allegorical nup- 
tials therefore of Styx and Piras, and the birth 
of their daughter Echidna, allude only to the 
union of the two fuperftitions, and to the 
emblematical ferpent of the Sun. We learn 
from Hyginus, that the mythological children 

k Nonni Dionyf. lib. xx. p. 361. 

1 The hiftory of Bacchus plunging into the Eiythrean fea 
will be refumed hereafter. Vide infra chap. he. 

m Ei pup tqp Xrvyec 'H^iollos (asp 11 Oeoyona. siroiycrsp — ariwoii}- 
jAivu fjLtf av trip trrav^oc Qxtapu SvyaTiga rijp Zrvya s yvpaix* & ctv- 
rnp *pt ti Ilatoarrof — E fA.m$ox)ai{ b Kpys etpai yap xat are; 

T tga Qxtape r i)P Eti >yoc rzroi^at, cvpotxap it ocvtvp tf Tla^ccn^ ctXXoc 
tx TJnpanoi tsxup, ons $1 b «$-**. Pauf. Arcad. 

P- 4- 

of 
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of Styx and the giant Pallas were Strength, 
Jealoufy, Power, Victory, Fountains and 
Lakes"; and that the offspring of Echidna 
and Typhon ° were Gorgon, Cerberus, Scylla, 
Chimera, the dragon which guarded the gol- 
den fleece, the Theban Sphinx, the Hydra of 
Lerna, and the ferpent of the Hefperides p . 
In this Angular aflemblage we repeatedly be- 
hold the combination of the emblematical 
fnake of the Sun with the waters of the dilu- 
vian Ocean ; and, what is worthy of our par- 
ticular attention, we perceive moreover, that 
thefe various monfters are all connected with 
each other, though placed by the poets in 
widely feparated countries. The fnaky locks 
of Gorgon q and the Colchian dragon, equally 


n Ex Pallante gigante et Styge, [Scylla,] Vis, Invidia, Bo- 
tcftas, Victoria, Fotites, Lacus. Fab. p. 8 . Scylla feems to 
have crept erroneoufly into the text, for (he is fhortly after by 
the fame author fald to be the daughter of Typhon and E- 
chidna. 

0 Or the Ocean. 

p Ex Typhone et Echidna, Gorgon, Cerberus, Draco, qui 
pcllem auream arietis Colchis fervabat: Scylla quae fuperiorem 
partem feeminae, inferiorem canis habuit, quam Hercules in- 
teremit : Chimaera, Sphinx, quae fuit in Boeotia : Hydra fer- 
pens, quae novem capita habuit, quam Hercules interemit: et 
draco Hefperidum. Ibid. p. 12. 

q Strangely as the Greeks have corrupted the hiftory tff Gor- 
gon, we are plainly told by Palephatus, that {he Was the fame 
as Minerva, or the divine wifdom which preferved the Ark. 

He 
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relate to the lolar fuperftition ' ; while the 
terrific Scylla, like the arkite Derceto of Pa- 
leftine, was reprefented as terminating in the 
tail of a fifih, and was fuppofed to occupy a 
cave near the dreadful whirlpool of Charyb- 
dis. However the hiftory of Scylla may have 
been corrupted, I fufpetl, that lhe was origi- 
nally the fame as Ifis, Venus, Derceto, or the 
Ark, and that the title of Charybdis was be- 
llowed upon the Sicilian whirlpool from its 
refemblance to the agitated waves of the de- 
luge. The word Scylla is accordingly derived 
from Saul, the infernal regions ; and Charybdis 
from Chor-Obdan, the pit of deJlruBion s . 
Some relics of the primitive tradition appear 
to have reached even the days of Virgil. That 
poet defcribes Helenus as enjoining his hero 


He adds, that her father was called Phorcyn. Palaeph. de In- 
cred. Hift. cap. 32. Hence I conjefture, that Gorgon derived 
her name from G’Orga, the illujirious Ark , and that (he was de- 
corated with fnakes for the very fame reafon that Hecat& and 
Ceres were. Apoll. Argon, lib. iii. ver. 1214. — Pauf. Arcad. 
p. 686 . As for her fuppofed father Phorcyn, he ieems to be 
no other than Ph’Orc-Chen, tbepriefi of the Ark . 

r This will plainly appear, when the hiftory of the Argo- 
nautic expedition is confidered. 

* Scylla is and Charybdis fDWOtfT. See Boc!l. 

Canaan', lih. i. cap. 28. Bochart choofes rather to derite 
Scylla from ^lpp, dejlruftion ) but I prefer the other etymo- 
logy. 

to 


Digitized by 


Google 



263 


A DISSERTATION 


to pray, in an efpecial manner, to Juno, the 
propitious dove, when paffing through the 
tremendous flraits. 

Dextrum Scylla latus, lasvum implacata Cha- 
rybdis 

Obfidet : atque imo barathri ter gurgite vaftos 
Sorbet in abruptum fludtus, rurfufque fub auras 
Erigit alternos, ct fidera verberat unda. 

At Scyllam cascis cohibet fpelunca latebris. 

Ora exertantem, et naves in faxa trahentem. 
Prima hominis facies, et pulchro peftore virgo 
Pube tenus : poftrema immani corpore priftis, 
Delphinum caudas utero commifia lfiporum *. 

Unum illud tibi, nate dea, praeque omnibus 
unum 

Prsedicam, et repetens iterumque iterumque 
monebo. 

Junonis magnas primum prece numen adora : 
Junoni' cane vota libens, dominamque potentem 
Supplicibus fupera donis". — 

Far on the right her dogs foul Scylla hides : 
Charybdis roaring on the left prelides j 
And in her greedy whirlpool fucks the tides : 
Then fpouts them from below ; with fury driven 

1 Compare with this Lucian’s defcription of Derceto. Asf>xi- 
.*■*?$ h *»<&»$ ft Qomxy s$»ji jaa/tojr, StyfAcc. (t* on* ijfxurn) fxif yvvrf to & 
MW* ex prigwr if axpas moXut, egn e^TForunraf* Luc. de 

Dea Syra. 

u JEntid. lib. iii. vet. 430. » 

The 
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The waves mount up and wafh the face of hea- 
ven. 

But Scylla from her den with open jaws, 

The finking veffel in her eddy draws ; 

Then dafhes on the rocks : a human face. 

And virgin bofom, hides her tail’s difgrace. 

Her parts obfcene below the waves defcend. 

With dogs inclos’d, and in a dolphin end. 

Do not this precept of your friend forget, 

Which therefore more than once I muft repeat. 

Above the reft great Juno’s name adore : 

Pay vows to Juno j Juno’s aid implore. 

Dryden. 

The hiftory of Bellerophon and the Chi- 
mera, who is delcribed as the lifter of Scylla, 
is entirely founded upon the union of the two 
luperftitions. The Chimera was compounded 
of a lion, a goat, and a ferpent ; and Ihe is 
faid to have been encountered by Bellerophon 
riding upon the winged horfe Pegafus, which 
fprung from the blood of Gorgon*. The 
conlideration of this legend however muft be 
referved for a future page ; at prefent there- 
fore, fince I have been obliged to touch upon 
it, on account of its connexion with the Chi- 
mera, and conlequently with her allegorical 
father Typhon, I lhaU merely obferve, that 


* Fulgen. Mythol. lib. iii. cap. 1. 


Bel- 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



A DISSERTATION 


370 

Bellerophon or Bellerophontes is a title of 
Noah, compounded of Bel-Ur-Oph-Phont y , 
the prieji of Bel the bright folar ferpent, while 
the horfe Pegafus is no other than the fym- 
bolical arkite Hippa. 

Nearly related to the Chimera was the 
Theban or arkite Sphinx. This monfter had 
the face of a virgin, the feet of a lion, and 
the wings of a feraph, or flying ferpent; 
and fhe is faid by Lycus to have been fent 
into Beotia by Dionufus, the Noah of Scrip- 
ture \ Palephatus informs us, that, the Sphinx 
was the wife of Cadmus, the founder of The- 
bah, and the flayer of the dragon ; and he 
further adds, that fhe was an Amazon a : fhe 
is clofely connected therefore with Harmo- 
nia, who is alfb defcribed as the wife of Cad- 
mus, and the mother of the Amazons b . She 
feems in fadf to have been nothing more than 
an hieroglyphical reprefentatiori of the two 
united fuperftitions, by means of their fym- 


y Pbont in the Coptic ie a prieji. JabJoafk. Pa nth. yEgypt. 
Pare I. p. 139. 

* Schol. in Hefiod. Theog. p. 261. 

a Kafycof tyon yvtaixot A(juifyn$x, i ovopa vhSh Hf 0»r 

Gets, xai a wo xrctraf top fyxxorra, rtj* n#T« (ixafi+un vapha&i, P&- 

laeph. de Ipcred. Hrft, cap. 7. 

b Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. ii. ver. 992. The hiftory of 
Cadmus and Harmon ia (hall be refumed hereafter. Vide infra 
$hap. 7. . ' 

bols. 
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bols, the woman, the lion, and the ferpent : 
hence Palephatus, with great propriety, ftyles 
her an Argive, or arkitt c , as well as an Ama- 
zon, or voorjhipper of the Sun*. The whole 
fable was moil probably ingrafted upon the 
emblematical theology of the Cuthites, whom 
the Greeks denominated Ethiopians : accord- 
ingly we learn from Pifander, that the Sphinx 
was fent by Juno out of Ethiopia, for the 
punifhment of Laius and the Thebans e . 

As for the ftory of the ferpent of the Hef- 
perides, lome traditional remembrance of Pa- 
radife and the fall teems to have been fu- 
peradded to the prevailing folar fuperftition. 
Such were the mythological defeendants of 
Styx, of Piras, of Echidna, and of Typhon. 

It is obfervable, that Styx was alfo the name 
of an ill-omened bird of night, into which 
• Polyphonte was metamorphofed. She is faid 
to have been the offspring of Thrafla, the 
daughter of Mars by Terina: but Mars, as 
we have leen, was the Sun ; and Terina, who 
was the reputed child of the river Strymon, 
feems to be Tora-Nah, the arkite heifer of 
Noah. A ftrange ftory is told by Antoninus 

c — $ Apyuto. Palaeph. de Incred. Htft. cap. 7. 

. d The Amazons received their name from the worihip of 
Am-Azon, the liming 8m. 

* Schoh in Eurip. PhceniC ver, 1789. 

Libe- 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



A DISSERTATION 


*yt 

Liberalis refpedting this Polyphonte. Venus, 
offended' at her neglect, infpired her with an 
unnatural paffion for a bear ; and fhe was af- 
terwards changed by Diana into the bird 
Styx f . The whole of this legend is built 
upon a perverfion of the primitive diluvian 
tradition. The word Polyphont} is Bol-Qph- 
Phonta the priejiefs of Baal the folar ferpent \ 
and the Greek term for a bear happens to be- 
ArZlos : hence that ingenious people, whofe 
attachment to the marvellous is well known, 
converted the union of the folar and arkite 
worfhip into the fable of a nymph falling in 
love with a bear. Some traces of the primi- 
tive fignification of ArZlos may flill be found 
in the circumftance of its being alfb the name 
of a fifti 1 * * * * 6 ; and I apprehend, that it was with 
a fimilar allufion to the Ark, that Rhea was 
venerated in a mountain denominated Arc- 
ton h . 

I have mentioned, that the Cabiri were 
fometimes called C telchines, or priejls of the 
Sun ‘ ; as fuch, they were of courfe conne&ed 

1 Anton. Liber. Metam. cap. 21. 

8 Arift. apud Scap. Lex. 

^ K at tot c fxet boar otptpi 3ca$ §icrav epeerit ApKT uv, 

MsXtrorreq Pswv 'mobvvreTVtav — - x 

Apollon. Argon, lib. i. ver. 1150. 

1 Telchin is Tel-Chen, a contraction of Ait-El-Chen, a priejt 
of the burning deity. 

with 
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■with Styx, or the deluge . Strabo accordingly 
.informs us, that they were magicians, who 
fprinkled the Stygian waves with fulphur, in 
order that they might bring deftru&ion both 
upon animals and vegetables k . Now, lince 
the Cabiri are the Noetic family, and lince 
Styx is the deluge, this deftru<Sion mull evi- 
, dently relate to the deftrudtion of the primi- 
tive world ; while the iulphur, here men- 
tioned by Strabo, may perhaps allude to thofe 
defolating balls of fire, which, according to 
Cedrenus, were the prelude to that catallro- 
pbe b 

With regard to' the four infernal rivers, 
they are each, in reality, the fame as the di- 
luvian Sty*. Phlegethon, which from a mif- 
interpretation of its title the Greeks repre- 
fented as a llreamr of liquid fire, is Peleg-Eth- 
On, the ocean of the flar Noah ; Lethe, and 

k Ql /xsv ftctJK&tvq (pa<f\ Ktzi yoriraf (fell. xarxppx 1- 

sovt a? to Xrt >yof vbwp, £ rg xeef Qvtvp oXtQpa XPG** 9 Strab. 
Geog. lib. xiv. p. 65 4. 

1 Cedren. Hift. Comp, p 10. Upon the fuppofition of a 
comets having been the natural caufe of the deluge, I am al- 
Woft led to conje6ture, that the tradition of thefe balls of fire 
took its rife from the too near approach of one of thofe bodies 
in a date of high ignition. Perhaps alio the poetical account 
of the overthrow of Typhon, or the diluvian ocean, in the 
midft of flames, thunder, and lightning, may have originated 
from the fame circumftance N . 

VOL. I. \ T 
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Cocytus, derive their refpe&ive names from 
the oblivion of death, and from the loud la- 
mentations of defpair, which were heard 
during the increafe of the waters ; and Ache- 
ron is Ac- Aron, the ocean of the Ark. Hence 
Suidas very properly defcribes Acheron, as the 
great central abyfs, the refervoir of rivers and 
fountains m ; and hence he is faid by fome to 
have been the fon of Ceres, or the Ark, and 
by others the offspring of Titan and the 
Earth n . The original Palm Ac her uf a was 
in Egypt ° ; and it feems to have received its 
appellation, like the Arcadian Styx, in me- 
mory of the deluge. For the fame reafbn I 
apprehend we find fo many different lakes and 
rivers all equally bearing the name of Ache - 
rufis or Acheron. Thus, there was a lake Ache- 
rufis and a river Acheron in Epirus p ; a river 


m A^ipvt, TWO* T»f (AUTOS T OV VCL1T0S, II ’ <V &*X[Al(TlS IfH V$XT UP 

xx i xxtxtf o<7»*. I cannot believe with Mr. Bryant, that the in- 
fernal river Acheron is nothing more than the fly-god Acca- 
ron, or Achor, whom Ahaziah confulted during his laft illnefs. 
The river Acheron, which both Plato and Suidas place in the 
centre of the earth, and the Pbentdan god Accaron, or Baal- 
Zebub, feem to me to be two entirely diftin£t and different 
charafters. For Mr. Bryant's remarks on this fubje&, fee his 
Obfervattons on the Plagues of Egypt, p. J2. 

n Clafehii Theol. Gent. p. 243.— Ban* Mythol. book ir. 
chap. vii. 

0 Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. i. p. 86. 

P Plin. Nat. Hift. lib. iv. cap. 1. 

Ache- 
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Acheron in Italy q ; and a fuppofcd place of 
defeent into hell denominated Acherufia, at 
Tenants in Laconia r : There was an Ache- 
ron moreover in the land of the Mariandyni, 
and another fuppofed place of defeent into 
the infernal regions. 

r*;v Ma^vh/vm t7TiKeX<rcT£ vo^'&etvrti' 

TLv&a, pev etg 'Aifcto xetfetiGctTic £<r< xeAevd’of' 

A xrtj rt mgeG Mr Axeqxtnetc v\po3’i thvh‘ 

Aivtjetf t A xepuv curryv ha. mo&i re/ivav 

A Hgfir ex fteyaArif lr]<ri (papayfaf s . 

Andron mentions an ancient king of that 
country named Acheron , whole daughter Dar- 
danis was feigned to be the concubine of the 
arkite Hercules*. Dardanis is Dar-Da-Nah, 
the illujlriout Noetic Ark ; and is a word of 
the lame origin as Dardanus, whole hillory 
lhall be conlidered hereafter. 

I lhall next proceed to analyfe the mytho- 
logical chara&er of Charon The waters 


Liv. Mift. lib. viii. cap. 24. 
r Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 90. 

4 Apoll. Argon, lib. ii. ver. 352. 

* Schdl. in ibid. ver. 354. 

u Bp. Warburton obferves, that Charon u Was a fubftantial 
“ Egyptian, fairly exifting In this world/' This may be per- 
fectly true without invalidating the prefent hypothecs 5 for as 
the Myfteries were a fcenical reprefen tation of the events of the 

t 2 deluge. 
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of Styx, o t hatred, as we have feen, are the 
waters of the deluge ; hence, as we learn from 
Virgil, the golden branch, facred to the in- 
fernal Juno, grew upon its banks. 

Latet arbore opaca 

Aureus et foliis et lento vimine ramus, 

Junoni infernas didtus facer. x 

— -In the neighbouring grove 

There ftafids a tree j the queen of Stygian Jove 
Claims it her own; thick woods, and gloomy 
' night, 

Conceal the happy plant from human fight. 

One bough it bears ; but, wondrous to behold ; 
The dudtile rind, and leaves, of radiant gold. 

Drydett. 

This branch, thus dedicated to Juno the arkite 
dove, and flourilhing in the vicinity of the 
retiring deluge, is evidently the olive-branch, 
by means of which Noah learned, that the 
waters had abated y . Accordingly Eneas, the 
hero of the myfteries celebrated by Virgil, is 
led to it by the propitious doves of his lup- 
pofed mother Venus, or the Ark. 

/ 

deluge, fo doubtlefs thole, who perforated Ofiris, Ilis, Gharoh, 
and Typhon, were all living chara&ers. 
x ^Eneid. lib. vi. ver. 136. 

y The olive has ever lince been the emblem of peace and re- 
conciliation. 

Vix 
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Vix ea fatus erat, geminse cum forte columbas 
Ipfa fub ora viri ceelo venere volantes, 

Et viridi federe folo : turn maximus heros 
Maternas agnofcit ave^— 

Inde ubi venere ad fauces graveolentis Averni, 
Tollunt fe celeres, liquidumque per aera lapfe, 
Sedibus optatis gemina fuper arbore fidunt, 
Difcolor unde auri per ramos aura refulfit z . 

Scarce had he faid, when full before his light 
Two doves, defcending from their airy flight. 
Secure upon the graffy plain alight. 

He knew his mother’s birds 

■ — They led him on 

To the flow lake ; whofe baleful ftench to Ihun, 
They wing’d their flight aloft j then Hooping low. 
Perch’d on the double tree, that bears the gol- 
den bough : 

Through the green leaves the glittering lhadows 
glow. Dryden. 

The Hern Charon, who had before refufed to 
admit Eneas into his bark, immediately relents 
at the light of the branch, and wafts him over 
in fafety to the oppolite Ihore. 

Si te nulla movet tantae pictatis imago. 

At ramum hunc (aperit ramum qui vefle la- 
tebat) 

Agnofcas. Tumida ex ira turn corda relidunt : 

' * -®neid. lib. vi. vcr.190. 

t 3 Nec 
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Nec plura his. Ille admirans venerabile donum 
Fatalis virgas, longo poft tempore vifum, 
Csruleam advertit puppim, ripaeque propin- 
quat a . 

If neither piety, nor heaven’s command, 

Can gain his palfage to the Stygian ftrand. 

This fatal prefent (hall prevail at lead j 
Then ftiew’d the (hining bough conceal’d with-r 
in her veft, 

N'o more was needful : for the gloomy god 
Stood mute with awe, to fee the golden rod $ 
Admir’d the deftin’d offering to his queen 
(A venerable gift (b rarely feen ;) 

His fury thus appeas’d, he puts to land. 

If Styx then be the deluge, the god, who 
floats upon its furface in a . (hip, muft necef- 
farily be the great patriarch ; and the crowd 
of ghofts, that throng the banks, vainly foli- 
citing adpiiffion into his veflel, muft confift 
of thofe, who miferably periflied beneath the 
waves of the flood. Hence we find, that the 
lum of money, which Charon extorted from 
his paflengers, was, from Da-Nach, or Noah, 
denominated DanatiK As the fltuation of 

* iEneid. lib. vi. ver. 405. 

b Aftspua-ix in Aihi, y* hxirof&iMVorreu 0 1 TtXtvTvmf, to 

njAur/jia, owtp A ataxy naK tu iroftpu Morns. Suid. 

the 
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the Stygian ferryman Ihews him to be the 
fecond progenitor of mankind, fo his name 
Car-On points him. out to be that progenitor 
worshipped in conjunction with the Sun*. 

Eneas, having crofled the Stygian lake, 
forthwith encounters the three-headed dog 
Cerberus' 1 , who is faid to have been dragged 


* Antigonus Caryftius mentions, that thofe deep natural 
orifices, which probably are openings into the central abyfs, 
were called Charoma. Ken vo $» ioixu, to, t« root @ctpotBgu9 
xaXufj up 0 f, xaa Xagupiv 9 nrai yiro?. Ant. Car. Hid. Mirab. 
cap. It is fomewhat remarkable, that, in the dialeft of 

Macedon, Charon fignified a lion. Xapup, 0 A**/* xetle t M axi^oraf. 
Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 455. This arofe, I conje&ure, from 
the circumftance of a lion being a fymbol of the Sun. 

d I perfectly agree with Bp. Warburton, that the introduc- 
tion of the dog Cerberus into the Myderies is alluded to by 
Pletho, when he fpeaks of xvpu&i t»»* (paapioora , certain canine 
phantoms , rifing from the bowels of the earth, and exhibiting 
themfelves to the initiated. Thefe infernal dogs are declared, 
in the Chaldean oracles, to be not realities, but mere 'appa- 
ritions. 

Ex a get xoKirut yai»K Bpataxuoi xvptf %Sonoi, 

Ovt otifAu fyorai $tiK 9 V 9 Tt(, Orac. Chald. p. 9^ 

Hence we fee, with how much propriety they are introduced 
by Apollonius into the noble defeription, which he gives, of 
the appearance of Brimo or Hecate to Jafon. 

ri $ a'iuaa, 

KivSfxu* sf vvraTM $urn Bso ? avrtSd^rjotp 
'ispotf AuroPifao, fxi9 trsQawrro 

TfAtfiaAttH tyvi'pom fxsrcc irropSow tyaxorre;. 

Erfairrs avtiptaiop IbeVjWr ericas' aptyt h Tyryt 
Cfccxr) %Bq9m xv9t{ ipBtyyorro. 

T 4 tlucnf 
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. from his infernal den by Hercules, and tvhofe 
tail was an immenfe fhake,* while his back 
. was covered with the' heads of ferpents e . 
Here we behold the principal folar emblem, 
united with the form of a dog, a compound 
by no means unufual. Thus the Egyptian 
Anubis who was the fame as Cronus f or 
I'ioah, was depi&ed with the head of a dog, 
and with the caduceus, round which two 
fnakes were intwined, in his hand®. In a 
limilar manner, Diana or Hecate, the lunar 
Ark, is defcribed by the author of the Orphic 

Tleufsx tcxvxol xxra ctl 2 ' oAoAvJar 

fattOPOfJLOt 9T0TapjV&$ Ul 'Uitgi KtltV)P 

(beuriSoq tla^ty^p AfxupapTM slXiaaoprcu, 

AU7QP^Y)P y JJTOt [ASP Ifcp 

Argon. lib. iii. vcr. 1211. 

It is a curious circumftance, that a dog was no lefs a tenant of 
the Gothic, than of the Grecian Hades. See Gray's Defcent of 
Odin. 

c &v2ixa.TQt a$hop tTTtTayt}, K tpGtpov e£ A i2& xofju^np, Ei^« 2t 

StTof rpe»f fxtp xvpup xepahctf, tup 2s uyxp ofaxorTof, xacra 2t to vutqv 

pxPToivp ij^ir otyeup xspccXxi, Apoilod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 5* 

" f EnoK 2ox^ Kfopof 0 swat' 2io murra tiktuv e{ sxvth, xas 

xvvp sp sxvtuj tw to kvpqs sir ixXvxnp tax **• Pint, de Ifid. p. 368. 

* There is a print of this deity in Montfaucoris Antiquity ex- 
flamed l, vol. ii. part ii. p. 197. in which he is reprefen ted with 
the head of a dog, and holding the caduceus, round which two 
fnakes. are twitted, in his hand. Beneath his feet is a croco- 
dile, under his arm a globe, and by his fide the head of an ox 
bearing the Egyptian modi us. 

, Argo- 
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Argonautics, as having the heads of a dog, a 
horfc, and a lion. 

TqKrcoxipaAof i&iv, oAocv Ttpctf, 1 tri Sa^ov 
Tccpre^muK EjttfxJf* Ae»«* S ap t7re<rov&ev afUt 
'iTTTTK 'XfiLKlfcK' KATA StfciA S »f£ V aS'^ITXI 
Avovuttk <tkvXak*i‘ f&strmi S epu Ayfio/M^pev 

As for Cerberus, he is often reprefented 
upon medals at the feet of the Egyptian Se- 
rapis V ’who was efteemed the lame as diris k , 
Pluto *, and the Sun m . Hence, in allufion 
to the lolar worfhip, that deity was depicted 
with a ferpent twilled round his body"; 
while, in reference to the arkite fuperltition, 
he was not unfrequently reprelented alfo with 
the head of a bull °, and deferibed as failing 

h Orph. Argon, ver. 973. 

* Mont. Ant. vol. ii. part ii. p. 189. 
k Ibid. p. 186. 

1 Plut. de Ifid. p. 361, 36a. 

m Eidem iEgypto adjacens civhas, quae condi torem Aiexan- 
drum Macedonem gloriatur, Sarapin atque Ifin cuhu poene at- 
tonitae venerationis obfervat : omnem tamen illam veneratio- 
nem Soli fe fub illius nomine teftatur impendere, vel dum ca- 
lathum capiti ejus infigunt, vel dum fimulacro lignum tricipi- 
tis animantis adjungunt $ quod exprimit medio eodemque 
maximo capite leonis effigiem j dextera parte caput canis exo- 
ritur manfueta fpecie blandientis ; p^rs vero laeva cervicis ra- 
pacis lupi capite finitur 5 eafque formas anhnalium draco con- 
nect volumine fuo capite redeunte ad dei dexteram, qua com- 
pefcitur moriftrum. Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. ao. 
n Mont. Ant. Supplem. p. au. 

® aEgyptios certe Ofiridem feu Solem bovino capite. Kirch. 

' China 
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in a boat, along with Ifis, and fome other 
goddefs, who holds in her right hand a cor- 
nucopia, and in her left a rudder p . He was 
fometimes joined with Ifis, Apollo,- and Cer- 
berus ; and lometimes with Ifis, and Minerva, 
while Cerberus reclines at his feet q . All 
thefe, .as I have repeatedly obferved, are helio- 
arkite deities ; and even Cerberus himfelf is a 
mere hieroglyphic of the Sun, from which 
circumftance indeed his name Cerberus or 
Cer-Abor-As, the illujirious folar orb, is appa- 
rently derived. Nor let this interpretation 
be deemed fanciful: Porphyry, who was 
deeply verfed in the mythology of the pagans, 
makes the very fame aflertion. “ Cerberus,” 
lays he, “ is deferibed with three heads, in 
“ reference to the rifing, the meridian alti-\ 
** tude, and the fetting of the Sun r .” 


China IHuft. p. 143. Montfaucon has given us two very cu- 
rious delineations of th$ union of the bull, the Ijon, and the 
ferpent. The firft, which I have already noticed as an hiero- 
glyphic of the folar Noah, confifts of a bull’s head joined to the 
body of a ferpent ; the fecond, which has the fame relation to 
the folar deity, confifts of a lion’s head furrounded with rays of 
glory, and connected, like the former, with the fymbolical fer- 
pent. Mont. Ant. vol. ii. part ii. p. 204. 

p Mont. Ant. Suppl. p. 213. 

* Ibid. 

r O & K i^fosgos on T£*k ocl aw.ypyaL » HX*y, enaroXn, 

ptffvifAfyec, for »?. Porph. apud Eufeb. Praep. Evan. lib. iii- 
p. 1 13, See alfo Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 20. It i 9 re- 

mark- 
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As the office of Charon was to convey the 
fouls of the deceafed over the Stygian pool, 
i b that of Mercury was to conduct them from 
the fupernal to the infernal world. This dei- 
ty, like mod of the principal gods of the hea- 
thens, is the folar Noah ; whence he was in- 
titled M’Erecb-Ur, or the great burning divi- 
nity of the Ark. He was the fame as Areas, 
Bootes, Butes, Buddha, Budfdo, Fohi, Odin, 
Wudd, Hermes s , and Taut j and we lhall 
invariably find his hiftory connected with fome 
tradition of the deluge. 

I have obferved, that the fphere is replete 
with conftellations allufive to this event, one 

markable, that Cerberus was fometimes, like Pluto, denomi- 
nated Otcus. Illatrat jejunis faucibus Orcus. Sil. Ital. 
Jib. xiii. ver. 845. 

• Hermes feems to be a corruption of Hermon, or Ar-Mon, 
fhe deity of the lunari-arkite mountain . From the fame compound 
radical fprings Armenia , the country where the Ark landed, 
which is called by Jeremiah Minni , and by the Chaldee Para- 
ph raft Ar-Minni, (Jerem. li. 27.) Harmonia, the fuppofed wife 
of Cadmus, is another word of (imilar fignification $ and Cad- 
mus himfelf is declared by Tzetzes to be no other than Hermes 
or Mercury. (Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 219.) Cadmus* was wor- 
Ihipped by the Phenicians fometimes under the title of Cadm- 
On, the oriental Sun , and fometimes under that of Baal-Her- 
mon, the lord of the lunari-arkite mountain . Hence the author 
of the Book of Judges mentions a hill facred to Baal-Hermon, 
in the countiy of the Hivites or Ophites, near mount Lebanon, 
which in a fimilar manner derived its appellation from Leba- 
nah the arkite crefcent . Judg. iii, 3. 

of 
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of the moft remarkable of which is that of 
Ar&os, or the great bear. Lycaon, whole 
wickednefs was fabled to have haftened the 
deftru<ftion of the old world, was the father 
of Callifto. Her charms engaged the affec- 
tions of Jupiter, and fhe became by him the 
mother of Areas ; but his jealous confort, 
having difeovered the amour, changed her 
into a bear, in which fhape fhe was placed 
by her immortal lover in the fphere. Juno 
however yet remained implacable, and pre- 
vailed upon her nurfe Tethys, the wife of 
Oqeanus, to withhold from the new catafte- 
rifm the privilege of fetting beneath the wa- 
ters of the fea *. Clofe to this conftellation 
is that of Bootes or Anftophylax, who is de- 
feribed as the guardian of the bear ", and who 
was generally fuppofed to be Areas, the fon 
of Callifto 1 . 


* Hyg. Fab. 176, 177. 
u Hyg. Poet. Aftron. lib. iii. cap. 2, 3. 

• x Hyg. Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 1. Nonnus however af- 
ferts, that Bootes was Icarius : 

Ixapior h ytporrcc avrrikuSa yuron tutpy 
Etc troXor artgofot to* ayurovofxnrt Bevmr. 

Dionyf. lib. xlvii. p. 80a. 

and yet, in another paflage, he makes Areas to be the conftel- 
lation Bootes : 

1 u 1 ■■ Apxa£mr woXn ApxolW* or wot* pnrtip 
KaX Xtrv At* tmt** tramp h pur it g voXor or pur 

Zmpiae 
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This flory is founded upon the fame per- 
Verfion of the word ArSlos as the preceding 
feble of Polyphonte. Callifto, the Arcadian 
princefs, is a perfonification of the Ark : hence 
lhe is called Cal-EJio, or the Ark of the filar 
Noah ; and hence (he is feigned to have been 
metamorphofed by the dove Juno into Arc- 
tos, which the Greeks rendered a hear. The, 
circumllance of the Ark floating upon the 
furface of the waters, and never linking be- 
neath them, is aftronomically defcribed under 
the allegory of Tethys refufing to fuffer the 
bear to fet in the Ocean •, while her Ion Boo- 
tes, or Areas, is the principal deity of the 
Ark iymbolized by a bull 7 . 


ex aXiffti xpKetfyitvra Boo>T»r. 

Dionyf. lib. xiii. p. 240. 

This difference is more apparent than real, for, as Areas is 
Arc-As, the folar god of the Ark , fo Icarius is only a variation 
of Car, the Sun , from which radical it is formed in the fame 
manner as Inachus is from Nach. 

‘ y Bootes is the fame mythological character as Beotus, or 
Boiotus, who was fuppofed to have given his name to Beotia, 
and who is faid byHyginus to be the fon of tjje diluvian Nep- 
tune. Hyg. Fab. 157, 186. The word Bootes, whether pro- 
nounced Beotus , Butes , Buddha , Budo, Buio , or Budfdo , is com- 
pounded of Bu-Deo, or Bu-Deva, the god of the arkite heifer . 
From the fame root Bu, Hercules was called Buzuges. 

0 'HpaxA»js. Suid. He was likewile entitled Bufhagus , 
and was reported to have been difmiffed by the Argonauts from 
their crew on account of his voracity. Ban. My t hoi. vol. iv. 
p. 120. Buzuges is Bu-Z’Og, the great arkite diluvian ; and 

Bu- 
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Areas then, being the grandfon of the ante- 
diluvian Lycaon, and the fon of Callifto or 
the Ark, muft necelTarily be the patriarch 
Noah, by whole inftrumentality the ancients 
fiippofed the arts and fciences of the old world 
to have been introduced into the new. Hence 
Areas is reprefented as having learned the art. 
of weaving from Adrifta, or Adar-Efta, the 
illufirious Vejla, and that of making bread 
from Triptolemus the favourite of Ceres, who 
is faid by Apollodorus, in allufion to the wor- 
ihip of the Sun, to have rode in a chariot 
drawn by winged dragons*. 

The wife of Areas was the Naiad Erato, by 
whom, like Noah, he had three children, 
Azan, Aphidas, and Elatus, among whom, at 
his death, he divided his dominions*. The 


Buphagus, upon which term the Greeks founded the preceding 
ridiculous dory, is Bu-Ph’Ag, the arkite diluv'tan. 

* Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 5. 

* Mera h Nt/xT»/xoy anro$a*oyTa Apxetg e£e$'e(a to a KaXXtrow? W 

Kat tok re y/tepo* xotpirop eayyayeto »to$ maget Tpi7rro\tfAov, 
xeu ryp Qroiycru ra ctpra, xeti e<rSt jt» v^)atn<rBaf f xetf aXAtfc ret 

•( raXacnat, /x&Sup 'map Atyra. Amo rts rts $e (3a<?i\evo , avros Apxet - 

Tf am TltXacryictf y X eJ P a > kecl arTl nAatrywy A^xee^eq txXyByaar 
of uv$pu7roi. Tvnoixycrai $e it Svyry yvvaixi auToy, etXXct Apvecth 

tXeyop. ApvaS'st; ya^ $y xai ETn/xsiXia^a? retc eotvruv exaXwr l $ai$eeq 
-—Tyv $e WfjLtpyv ravryt y.uXa<nr E £ara>, xai ex ravryq (pecan A pxa$i 
A^aeet xett A(pe\> 3 Wra yeusaSai xai E Xoct.op — Toi? oramy uq yv£y 
Syaup henifju* A py,aq rpiyri ryv ;^§*y. Pauf. Arcad. p. 604 . 

names 
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names of thefe ions all relate to the folar wor- 
ihjp : Azan is As- Ain, the fountain of fire ; 
Aphidas is Aph- Ad- As, the one fre God b ; and 
Elatus is El-Ait, the burning deity. Areas 
himfelf was reported to have been buried near 
the altar of Juno, the dove, at Mantinea c . 

Bootes, or Butes, feems to be the fame as 
the Buddha of Hindoilan. Buddha was the 
ninth incarnation of Vilhnou, who had pre- 
viouily appeared in the form of a man, Hill- 
ing from the mouth of a fiih ; and he is re- 
preiented as a mild and beneficent prince, 
averfe from bloodlhed and violence. He is 
alio faid to have eipouied Ila, whole father 
had been preferred in an ark from the waters 
of an univerial deluge d . Ila is evidently the 
mythological daughter of Ilus, the name af- 
figned by Sanchoniatho to Cronus. The Hin- 
doo tradition indeed appears, at the firil point 
of view, to make Buddha the fon of Noah, 
rather than Noah himfelf ; but this I appre- 
hend is not really the cafe. I have already 
obferved, that moil of the pagan goddeiTes are 


b An infeription upon a gem of Serapis is mentioned by 
Montfaucon, (Ant. vol.ii. p. 188.) which nearly refembles this. 
E*s Ztvs lagaTTK, One Jupiter Sarapis. 

c IJpo$ tjjs *Hpa$ t u PtifjLU seen Agxahf rafof th K aMurw *r*- 
Pauf. Arcad. p. 616. 
d Aliat. Refearch. vol. ii. p. 376. 

per- 
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perfonifi cations cither of the Earth emerging 
from the waves of the flood, of the Ark, of 
the Dove, or of the divine preferving Wifdom. 
Agreeably to this notion, Ila was fuppofed to 
be the daughter of Cronus, becaufe the Ark 
was built by Noah j and Buddha was the re- 
puted hulband of Ila, on account of his con- 
nexion with the Ark e : 

The lame deity was worlhipped in Japan 
under the name of Budfdo, or, as the word 
was pronounced with fome variation of the 
breathing, Fotoke f . “ I have ftrong reafons 
“ to believe,” lays Kaempfer, “ both from the 
“ affinity of the name, and the very nature of 
“ this religion, that its author and founder is 
“ the very fame perfon, whom the Brachmins 
“ call Buddha , and believe to be an eflential 
“ part of Wifthnou, or their deity, who made 
“ his ninth appearance in. the world, under 
“ the name, and in the lhape of this man s .” 

Buddha is' alfo the Fohi of the Chinefe h . 


e The Ark, as I have ftated in the preliminary obfervations , 
Was indifferently reckoned the # wife, the mother, or the daugh- 
ter of the great patriarch. 

f Kafcmpfer’s Japan, book iii. chap. vi. p. 241. 

8 Ibid.. 

* “ The Buddha of the Hindus is unqueftionably the Foe of 
“ Chinaj but the great progenitor of the Chinefe is alfo named 
“ by them Fo+bi, where the fecond monofyllable fignifi^s, it 
u feems, a viAim.” Sir Wm. Jones’s Difcourfe oh the Chi- 

nefe 
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This prince was their firft emperor, and he 
is faid never to have had any father ; but as 
his mother was walking on the bank of a 
lake, fhe was fuddenly encompaffed by a rain- 
bow, and having conceived in confequence of 
it, lhe brought forth Fohi *. The Chinefe 
moreover relate, that Fohi bred feven different 
kinds of animals for the purpofe of facrifice k ; 
and that he was born in the province of 
Xenfi, or Shenfi, which, excepting Sifan, is 
the moft wefterly, and confequently the near- 
eft to mount Ararat, of all the diftri&s of 
China 1 . In this fable, the mother of Fohi, 
furrounded as fhe was by the rainbow, is evi- 
dently an allegorical parent, and fignifies no- 
thing more than the Ark ; and the feven 
claffes of pure animals forcibly remind us of 
the clean beafts and birds, which Noah was 
directed to take into the Ark along with 
him by fevens m . 


nefe ; Afiat. Ref. vol. ii. p. 375. Perhaps the epithet viftim, 
joined with the name Fo, may allude to the Noetic lacrifice 
immediately after the deluge. 

1 Mart. Hift. Sin. lib. i. p. 21. 
k Le Compte’s Mem. of China, p. 313. 

1 Mart. Hift. Sin. lib. i. p. 21. 

m Couplet mentions, that Fohi had the body of a ferpent, 
and his fon Shin Nungh the head of an ox; on which account 
he efteems them fabulous perfonages, and omits them in his 
catalogue of the Chinefe kings. Coup. Praef. ad Tab. Chrort . 
vol. i. u p. 3. 
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It is more than probable, that Odin or 
Woden, the great God of the northern na- 
tions, was another variation of Buddha". The 
Goths certainly followed their predecefTors the 
Celts from thofe parts of Alia, which border 
upon Perfia and Hindoftan 0 : hence Odin and 
his children are conflantly ftyled Afce or AJi- 
atics p . Our anceftors fpeak of a deluge in 
the days of the giant Ymer, who is defcribed 
as a monfter of wickednefs q ; and affirm, that 
in it all the families of the giants perifhed, one 
only excepted, who efcaped in his bark. At 
this era was produced a vaft cow, and from 


p. 3. The ferpent however and the ox are merely the ufual 
emblems of the folar and arkite worfhip ; and, as Fohi is 
Noah, fo I apprehend his imaginary fon to be the very fame 
patriarch, Shin Nungh being Sen-Nuh, Noah the Sun. 

h “ The Scythian and Hyperborean do&rines and mytho- 
“ logy may alfo be traced in every part of thefe eaftem re- 
4f gions ) nor can we doubt, that Wod or Odin, whofe reli- 
" gion, as the northern hiftorians admit, was introduced into 
“ Scandinavia by a foreign race, was the fame with Buddh, 
4f whofe rites were probably imported into India nearly at the 
i( fame time, though received much later by the Chinefe, who 
<€ foften his name into Fo." Sir Wm. Jones* third Anniv. 
Difc. Afiat. Ref. vol. i. p. 425. 

0 Herodotus mentions a Scythian tribe, who were called 
Budiniy moft probably from their worfhip of Buddha or Odin. 
Herod, lib. iv. cap. 108. 
p Edda in Prooem. 

* Edda, Fab. 2, 4. 

her 
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her was born Bure, the father of Bore, who 
begot three fons, Odin, Vile r , and Ve s . 

' The cow of the Gothic mythology is plain- 
ly the facred heifer of Egypt, the conftant em- 
blem of the Ark ; and the allegorical children 
afligned to her are Noah and his triple off- 
fpring. The fcriptural hiftory is indeed cor- 
rupted in this tradition, much in the fame 
manner as it is in the fable of Saturn and his 
three fons; and Odin, like Pluto, is made 
.the fon of Noah, inftead of being reprefented 
as the patriarch himfelf : but the caufe, which 
has been already afligned for the one perver- 
1 fion, will equally ferve to point out the origin 
of the other *. 

The wife of Odin is faid to have been Frea, 
or Venus. Frea is evidently the fame as the 
Rhea, or Cybele, of Phrygia. She feems alfo 
to be the fame as another Gothic goddefs de- 
nominated Freya; who was defcribed as the 
daughter of Niord, the ruler of the winds and 
waves, who dwelt in a place called Noatun . 
Freya married Oder, and by him became the 
mother of Nofla. Oder however left her, and 
travelled into remote countries ; fince which 

r Vile, or Vilus, is probably a mere variation of Ilus ; and 
both Bure and Bore feem to fpring from the radical Bu, an ox. 

• Edda, Fab. 3. 

* Vide fupra p. 1 

u % time 
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time Freya has wandered over the whole 
world In quell: 6f him. Hence fhe had a 
great variety of names, each people, among 
whom Ihe came, giving her a different one 

The whole of this fable appears to me 
precifely the fame as that of Ceres and Ifis. 
Freya, the daughter of the Gothic Neptune, 
is no other than the Ark j and, accordingly, 
Ihe is faid to have been bom at Noatun, or 
the city of Noah x . Her mythological huf- 
band Oder is the Egyptian Ofir, or Ofiris ; 
and the wanderings of Freya, in queft of the 
former of thefe deities, are equivalent to 
thofe of Ifis, in queft of the latter. Hence 
the many-named Freya is the Ifis myrionymos ¥ ; 
while her daughter NoJJa feems to be the 
fame as Nufa, or the Ark, the fuppofed nurfc 
of Bacchus. 

As the claffical Mercury was at once the 
reputed inventor of letters, and one of the 
Cabiric or infernal deities; fo we find the 
difcovery of the Runic characters afcribed to 


■ Edda, Fab. it, 13, 18. 

* Tun ia the old Saxon mode of writing Tozbn ; thus the 
modem name of Townlty was anciently fpelt Tunlay. Whita- 
ker’s Hift. of WTialley, p. 321. 

r It is obfervable, that one of the names of Freya was Syr a, 
tit Syrian Geddefs. Edda, Fab. 18. Lat. Verf. Snor. Stnrl. 

Odin, 
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Odin*, and his defcent into hell celebrated 
with all the wild folemnity of the northern 
mule. 

Uprofe the king of men with fpeed, 

' And faddled ftraight his coal black fteed ; 
Down the yawning fteep he rode. 

Which leads to Hela’s drear abode. 

Him the dog of darknefs fpied. 

His fhaggy throat he open’d wide. 

While from his jaws, with carnage fill’d, 

Foam and human gore diftill’d a . 

In allufion to the folar devotion, Odin is laid 
to have been the , father of Balder, or Bal- 
Ader, the illujlrious Baal , whofe eyes were lo 
piercing, that they feemed to dart forth rays 
of light b . He is alfo defcribed as the father 
of Thor, concerning whom a variety of wild 
fables are recited in the Edda, which render 
it extremely probable, that the ancient idola- 
ters had preferved fome remembrance of the 
fall of man, the garden of Eden, and the pro- 
mife that the feed of the woman lhould 
bruife the head of the ferpent. Thefe cir- 
cumllances however they feem almoft inva- 
riably to have confounded with their tradi- 

2 Mallet’s North. Ant. vol. i. p. 371. 

* Gray’s Defceht of Odin. 

b Edda, Fab. 12. 

u 3 tions 
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tions of the deluge, and their fuperftitious 
veneration for the folar orb Hence I con- 
ceive that Thor, perverted as his hiftory may 
be, was originally no other than the Tauric 
Noah. 

That Odin, and Buddha, were likewife the 
Mercury of the Greeks and Romans, appears 
from the circumftance of the very fame day 
of the week being uniformly defignated by 
their feveral names. Thus the Gothic Wed- 
nefday, or Wodin's day, was called by the La- 
tins dies Mercurii, and by the Hindoos Bhood- 
War A . Hence Tacitus, fpeaking of Odin 
the great god of the Goths, very juftly ftyles 
him Mercury e . 

The genealogy of Mercury, like that of 
Minerva, is varioufly Rated, which gave rife 
to the notion of there being four different 
Mercuries, though they are all in reality one 
and the fame perfon. Sometimes he was 
efteemed the fon of Jupiter and Maia, and 
fometimes of Bacchus and Proferpine ; while 
at other times he was fuppofed to be the 


c Some of thefe traditions I have noticed in a former publi- 
cation : fee Horae Mofaicae, vol. i. p. 73. et infra. 

d Maurices Hift. of Hind. vol. ii. p. 481. 

• * Deorum maxim£ Mercurium colunt. Tac. de Mor. Germ, 

cap. 9. 

off- 
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offspring of Uranus and Hemera f , of Cronus 
and Maia, of Jupiter and Cyllene, or of Va- 
lens apd Phoronis s . 

With regard to his hiftory, he was, like 
Adonis, Bacchus, and Pluto, the lover of Pro- 
ferpine. He was moreover the grandfon of 
Atlas, the conductor of ghofts into the infer- 
nal regions, and the flayer of Argus s . This 
Argus was an ancient king of Arcadia, who 
was fabled to have had his body entirely co- 
vered with eyes h . He is faid to have en- 
countered a tremendous bull, and the ferpent 

f Ang. the heaven and the day. 

* Corvilius quatuor Mercuries efle feribit ; unum Jovis et 
Maiae filium 3 alterum coeli et diei 5 tertium Liberi et Profer- 
pinae 5 quartum Jovis et Cyllenes, a qiio Argus occifus eft. 
Quem ipfum ob hanc caufam Graeci profugum dicunt, ALgyp- 
tiis autenv literas demonftrafte. Ergo Liberi et Proferpinae fi- 
lium dicunt animas evocare. Schol. in Stat. Theb. lib. iii. 
ver. 483. Alter Valentis et Phoronidis filius, is, qui fub ter- 
ris habetur, idem Trophonius. Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. 
cap. 32. Nonnulli quatuor Mercurios tradunt, unum coeli et 
diei filium, amatorem Proferpinae 3 alterum Liberi patris et 
Proferpinae filium 3 tertium Jovis et Maiae 5 quartum Cyllenii 
filium, cujus mater non proditura arcu clam occifa eft. Serv. 
in JE n. lib. iv. ver. 377. Thefe laft words are corrupted, and 
lliould moft probably be read, cujus mater non proditurj a quo 
Argus clam occifus eft. Mercurii quatuor 3 primus cceli et 
diei filius ; fecundus Jovis et Croniae films, vel Proferpinae 3 
tertius Croni filius et Maiae, qui eft inventor Lyrae. Quartus 
Quilleni filius. Ampel. cap. 9. 

h Efchylus makes him a gegenes . Prom. Vin< 5 l. ver. 678. 

u 4 Echid- 
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Echidija ; and to have flain them both. He 
afterwards wore the hide of the bull as a tro- 
phy. He was likewife the guardian of Io or 
Ifis, who, as we have feen, was the daugh- 
ter of Inachus, though Hefiod and Acufilaus 
make Piren to be her father j and .in that ca- 
pacity he was killed by Mercury, who thence 
acquired the title of Argipbontes *. 

Mercury then, as we have juft feeh, was 
fometimes fuppofed to be the fon of Bacchus 
and Proferpine. As fuch he had the office be- 
llowed upon him of conducing the dead into 
Hades ; or, in other words, of ccnfigning his 
impious contemporaries to a watery grave. 
Accordingly, while Mnafeas aflerts that the 
Cabiri were the infernal deities Pluto, Pro- 
ferpine, and Ceres, he adds Mercury to them 
as a fourth, under the name of Cqfmilus k . In 
a fimilar manner Tzetzes mentions, that Cad- 
milas was the Beotic title of Mercury 1 ; and 
Macrobius informs us, that the Tufcans wor- 
fhipped that deity under the cognate appel- 
lation of Camillas m . The fairife alfertion is 


1 Apoll. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. i.’ 
k Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. vcr. 917. 

1 Ka^fjuXoq 0 Eppw Bos&mxa?. Schol. in Lycoph. ver. 1 62* 
This Cadmilus was the fame perfon as the Phenician Cadmus, 
Ibid. ver. 219. 

m Statius Tullianus de Vocabulis rerum libro primo ait, 

dixiffe 
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made by Servius ; and he further obferves, 
that the priefts and prieftefles of the great 
gods were named from them Camilli and Ca- 
milla, as the priefts of the Cabiri were them- 
felves called Cabiri Thus likewife Diony- 
fius of Halicarnaflus remarks, that, as, among 
the Tufcans and Pelafgi, thofe, who were 
initiated into the myfteries of the Curetes and 
Dii' Magni, were ftyled Cadoli ; fo, among 
the Romans, they were denominated Ca- 
milli °. 


dixifie Callimachum Tufcos Camillum appellare Mercuriumj 
quo vocabulo fignificant prcsminiftrum deorum •, unde Virgilius 
ait. Metabum Camillam appellafle filiam, Dianae fcilicet prae- 
miniftram. Nam et Pacuvius, cum de Medea loqueretur \ 
Coelitum Camilla exfpeftata adveni, falvc bofpita. Romani' quo- 
que pueros et puellas nobiles et inveftes Camillos et Camillas ap- 
pellant. Macrob. Saturn, lib. iii. cap. 8. 

n Unde et Camilla di&a eft, licet fupra et a matre dixerit 
efle nominatam. Sed illud poetice di&um eft: nam Camilla 
quad miniftra di&a eft: miniftros enim et miniftras impuberes 
Camillos et Camillas in facris vocabant. Hinc et Camilla di6ta. 
Unde et Mercurius Hetrufca lingua Camillus dicitur, quad mi- 
nifter deorum. Serv. in yEneid. lib. xi. p. 650. 

• Oeru iou(>u Tvpwvov;, km et* argOTtpop 'Bagx Uthxffyoig gribvp 
tm rt KaftjTup km Mi y&'kuv Ssup o(>yixar{jLoi$ 0* xaAyp.iv ot if peg uvtup 
tolvtu Kara to* ccvtop rgowop vrnjps T8P rotg iepevrtp oi \iyc- 

.fAtpot *mapa *Vu(ji.mojp Dion. Halic. Ant. Rom. lib. ii. 

cap. 12. 

Varro fpeaks, as follows, of the word Camillus : Dicitur in 
nuptiis Cajmillus , qui Cummerum fert, in quo quid fit in mi- 
nifterio plerique extrinfccus nedtunt j hinc Cajmillus nominatur 

in 
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Mercury was fometimes alfo efteemed the 
Ion of Valens and Phoronis. This defcent is 
virtually the fame as the preceding one, for 
Valens, no lefs than Bacchus, is Bal-Ain,. 
Baal the fountain of light p , while Phoronis is 
Ph’Aron, the Ark. 

He was alfo fuppofed to be the offspring 
of Jupiter and Cyllene. Here likewife he, and 
his imaginary father, are equally the folar 
Noah ; while Cyllene, like Phoronis, is Cula- 
Nah, the Noetic Ark. 

With the fame double allufion to the two 
great fuperftitions, we fometimes find him 
reprefented as the grandfon of Atlas, and the 
fon of Cronus or Jupiter by Maia. Atlas, 
the allegorical aftronomer, is At-El-As, the 
folar god\ and Maia, who was feigned to-be 
one of his feven daughters q , borrowed her 
name from the ancient word Maia, a mother r . 
If we recur to the Brahminical theology, we 


in Samoth races myfteriis Dius quidam adminifter Diis Mag- 
nis. Varro de Lin. Lat. lib. vi. p. 72. It is remarkable, that 
the pried or Mercury of the Iri(h great gods was called Cad~ 
yiaol or Cafmaol. See Vallancey’s Vindication apud Colle6t. 
de Reb. Hib. vol. v. p. 494. 

p It is almoft fuperfluous to mention the convertibility of 
the two letters V and B. 

s Thefe feven daughters were the fame as the feven Cabirae 
or Tifanides. Vide infra chap. vi. 

1 Maia, Tfof kcci fxt ]Tgo{ Hefych. 

fhall 
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fhall learn, that the mother of Buddha, the 
Hindoo Mercury, was called Maha-Maya. 
She was feigned to be the wife of the rajah 
Sootah Dannah ; but this rajah neverthelefs 
was not the father of Buddha, who was ef- 
teemed on the contrary to be an incarnation 
of the god Vifhnou s . Maha-Maya is literally 
the great mother ; and Ihe was no doubt the 
fame mythological character as Cybele, or the 
Ark, the magna mater of claffical antiquity. 
Her hufband Dannah I take to be the Gre- 
cian Danaus, or Da-Nau, and confequently, 
like Buddha, the great diluvian patriarch : for 
Noah, as I have already intimated, is indiffe- 
rently defcribed, as the father, the fon, or the 
hufband, of the veffel which he conftrudted ; 
the father, as having built the Ark, the fon, 
as having iffued from it, and the hufband, as 
being clofely connected with it. As the alle- 
gorical parent of Mercury was denominated 
Maia, and that of Buddha Maha-Maya, fo 
the mother of. the Chinefe Fohi was called 
Moye, or Maia * ; a circumftance, which com- 
pletely eftablifhes the identity of thefe diffe- 
rent deities. Ratramnus mentions, that the 
Brahmins believed Buddha to have been born 


• Maurice’s Hid. of Hind. vol. ii. p. 485. 

1 Afiat. Ref. vol. ii. p. 125. 

of 
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of a virgin". This is merely the counterpart 
of the Chinefe tradition, that Fohi was born 
without a father, and of the Greek legend, 
that a virgin was the mother of Perfeus*. 
Perfeus, like Buddha and Fohi, was the pa- 
triarch Noah ; and the virgin, in all thefe fe- 
veral cafes, was fimply the Ark. Hence Bud- 
dha was fuppofed to have remained in his 
mother’s womb ten months and ten days 7 , 
which was the precife duration of Noah’s con- 
finement in the Ark, provided we calculate 
by the ancient year of ten months, inftead of 
the more modern one of twelve z . This Hin- 


* An certe Bragmanorum fequemur opinionem, ut,quemad- 
modum'ilH fe6tae fuae auftorem Bubdam per virginis latus nar- 
rant exortum, ita nos Chriftum fuiffe praedicemus? Ratramn. 
de Nat. Chrifti, cap. 3. For Bubdam , we ought undoubtedly 
to read Buddam . 

x Juft. Mart. Dial, cum Tryph. p. 297. 

y Maur. Hift. of Hind . vol. ii. p. 485, 486. 

* “ In the fix hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the fecond 

“ month, on the feventeenth day of the month, — in the felf-fame 
u day entered Noah — into the Ark.’* Gen. vii. 11, 13. " In 

44 the fecond month , on the j even and twentieth day of the month — 
u Noah went forth with his fons.’* Gen. viii. 14, 18. I rauft 
not however fuflfer myfelf to be fo far led away by the love of 
hypothecs, as to diftemble the aflertion of Calmet, that the 

/ Jewilh year always con lifted of twelve months. Whether the 
Hindoo year was ever confined to ten, I am not fufficiently 
mailer of Sanfcrit literature to be able to determine; if it were, 
it is evident that the preceding fuppolition will hold equally 
good, whatever number of months the Jewilh year might con- 
tain. 
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doo deity is further faid to have been attacked 
by the Aflobrs, the Titans of the Brahminical 
theology, and in his diftrefs to have invoked 
the afliflance of the earth. She immediately 
attended to his fummons, and poured forth 
fuch an inundation, as compelled the A floors 
to make a precipitate retreat a . It is obierv- 
able, that, in the third Avatar, which is gene- 
rally thought to relate to the deluge, thefe 
Afloors, whom I conjecture to be, like the 
Titans, the impious antediluvians, are intro- 
duced churning the waters of the troubled 
fea with a huge mountain. 

From the genealogy of Mercury, as con- 
nected with that of Buddha and Fohi, I fhall 
proceed to conlider tome particulars of his fa- 
bulous hiitory. Whether the heifer Io, of 
whom Argus was fuppofed to.be the guardian. 


tain. The ancient Roman year certainly conlilted of only ten 
months; 

Tempora digereret cum conditor urbis, in anno 
Conftituit menfes quinque bis efle fuo. 

Ovid. Faft. lib. i. ver. 27. 

and from the veiy great apparent refemblance between the my- 
thologies of Greece, Italy, and Hindoftan, it is poflible, that 
fuch alfo might be the divifion of the Hindoo year. See Sir 
Wm, Jones* Diflert. on the Gods of Greece, Italy, and Hindof- 
tan $ Afiat. Ref. vol. i. 

a Maur. Hift. of Hind. vol. ii. p. 488. 
b Ibid. vol. i. p. 581. 

be 
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be efteemed the daughter of Inachus, or of 
Piren, lhe will ftill be equally a perfonifica- 
tion of the Ark ; for Inachus is Noah, and 
Piren or Pirenus is P’Aron-Nus, the arkite 
Noah. In a fimilar manner her keeper Argus 
alfb, who was feigned to be a king of Arcadia, 
is the god of the Ark ; and his combat with 
the bull and the ferpent relates only to the 
violent union of the two religions, of which 
thofe animals were the conftant lymbols : 
but it does not appear, at the firft glimpfe, 
quite fo evident, why he fhould be fabled to 
have been killed by Mercury; efpecially lince 
Argus, Areas, Mercury, and Bootes, were all 
one and the fame mythological character. 
The whole of this tradition however is a mere 
perverfion of a facred title of the arkite deity. 
He was called Arga-Phont, the priejl of the 
Ark, which the Greeks changed intoArgiphon- 
tes, the flayer of Argus , and thence, concluded, 
that Mercury had killed fome prince of the 
name of Argus. 

There is a ftory related by Antoninus Libe- 
ralis concerning a perfon denominated Battus, 
which induces rile to think, that he exhibits 
to us another variation of the term Bootes, 
Buto, or Buddha. Argus, the fon of Phrixus 
by Perimela daughter of Admetus, begot 
Magnes, who was the father of Hymeneus. 

Apollo 
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Apollo was greatly attached to this youth ; 
infomuch that he left the oxen, which he was 
feeding, in his paftoral capacity, that he might 
enjoy the pleafure of his fociety. Mercury 
thereupon, watching his opportunity, flole the 
cattle, and drove them away. ' In the courfe 
of his journey he met with Battus, and bribed 
him to fecrecy. Wilhing however to prove 
his fidelity, he returned in difguife ; and of- 
fered him a reward, provided he would difcp- 
ver the thief, and point out the courfe which 
he had taken. Battus immediately aflented ; 
and Mercury, to punifh his treachery, changed 
him into a ftone c . 

This fable has originated partly from a 
perverfion of the hiftory of the two fuperfli- 
tions, and partly from a mifconception of a 
well-known fymbol of Mercury. Argus is 
the god of the Ark: and he is the fame perfon 
as his fuppofed father Phrixus, or Ph’Erech- 
Zeus, the ar kite Jupiter j his grandfather Ad- 
metus, or Ad-Am-Ait, the folar deity ; his fon 
Magnes, Manes, or Menes, the great Noah ; 
and his grandfon Hymeneus or Ham-On- 
Nus, the burning Noetic Sun. Phrixus is faid 
to have crofled the Hellefpont upon a ram d . 


* Anton. Liber. Metam. cap. aa. 
d Hyg. Fab. 3 . 

which 
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which was One of the iymbols of the Ark : 
accordingly the- fcholiaft upon Apollonius in- 
forms us, that this ram was merely a fhip *. 
Its golden fleece afterwards occafioned the Ar- 
gonautic expedition, which has been moft 
ably fhewn by Mr. Bryant to relate to the 
Ark arid the dpluge, and which, in its proper 
place, I lhail attempt to prove to be no lefs 
connected with the worlhip of the Sun. Th$ 
mother of Phrixus, like the mother of the fa- 
bulous Centaur, was fuppofed,/jn allufion to 
the allegorical birth of Noah amidft rain and 
fogs, to be Nephele or Nebula, a cloud*, his 
father was Athamas; and his brother was 


c £»o» 3 * Qcuw otvTQf ««•» xgtovrpvgv irhtvo’cu. Schol. in 

Argon, lib. i. ver. 256. It is not impoffible, that the intro- 
du&ion of this particular fymbol into the mythology of the 
Greeks might have been occafioned by the following coinci- 
dence. They had heard of the principal arkite deity being 
faved in an Aran, or ark $ and hence they feigned, that Phrixus 
efcaped on the back of a lamb, in the Greek Amos . It is al- 
moft fuperfluous to obferve, that from the Greek Apj, a lamb , 
the Latin Aries, a ram , is evidently derived. The Arcadian 
tradition refpefting the fountain of Arn& may be accounted 
for in a fimilar manner. When Rhea, the great arkite mother 
of the gods, had brought forth Neptune, the is faid to have 
placed him in the midft of a flock of lambs, which were feed- 
ing near a fountain 5 and from that circumftance the fountain 
acquired the name of Arnk . Pauf. Arcad. p. 613. This fable, 
like moft of th^other fables of Arcadia, arofe merely from the 
connexion of Rhea and Neptune with Aran, the Ark . 
f Hyg. Fab. 3. 


Orcho 
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Orchomenus or Orca-Menu, the arkite Noah*. 
This Phrixus was commiflioned by AthamuS 
to put to death Ino, and her Ton Melicerta or 
Hercules, whole hiftory has been noticed 
above ; but Bacchus furrounded him with a 
thick mill, and delivered his nurfe Ino from 
the danger h . The four Ions of Phrixus were 
Argus, Phrontis, Melas, and Cylindrus or Cu- 
torus the whole however of his genealogy, 
as the reader will have already perceived, is 
a mere feries of repetitions *. Phrontis is Ph’ 
Aron-Dus, the god of the Ark ; Melas is M’ 
El- As, the great god of fire ; Cylindrus is Cula- 
Nah-Ador, the iliufirious arkite Noah ; and 
Cutorus is compounded of the name of the 
patriarch Cujh or Cutb, and Or, light : while 
Apollo, or the Sun, who is introduced into 
the preceding fable, as tending the oxen of 
Admetus, is the folar Noah united with the 
lymbolical arkite heifer. 

The only part of the legendary hiftory of 
Battus, which now remains to be accounted 
for, is that which reprefents him to have been 

* Hyg. Fab. i. 

h Ibid. Fab. a. 

‘ Filii ejus (Phrixi) Argus, Phrontis, Melas, Cylindrus. 
Hyg. Fab. 3. EyooTo «x XaAx» 07 r»j njf A»> jt« rtraafts 

A$yo$, 4>g«rr<(, KvToopof. Apollod. JBibl. lib. i* 

cap. 9 . 

vol. i. x meta- 
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metamorphofed into a ftone; a tradition, 
which' feems to have originated from the cir- 
cumftance of the god Mercury being ufually 
worfhipped under that form. Paufanias no- 
tices feveral different inftances of this peculiar 
fuperftition. On the gateway of Ithome, 
which led to Arcadia, was fixed a fquare ftone 
ftatue of Mercury, of Attic workmanfhip k ; 
and in the gymnafium of Ptolemy at Athens 
were placed a number of fimilar ftoncs. The 
Athenians called them Hermce, and pretended 
to have been the firft inventors of this mode 
of imagery *. The Hermce were ufed as land- 
marks, and accordingly we find them eredted 
at the territorial boundaries of the Lacedemo- 
nians, the Argives, and the Tegeatae m . Mer- 
cury however was not the only deity repre- 

k Eom it ocv * A pxahas *? MiyaXsji froAir, *rn tp roue whan *E£- 
ti^wj Tns Arrtxjjf. ASytawp yap to to Ttrpayutot in* 

tm rats *E xou wagx tutu? /Atyux&jxowri* o» aAXot. Pauf. 
Mcflen. p. 361. 

1 E> ik ru yvppaaiu rut ayogas atri^om « woAv, UroAiftaiop h 
mwo Ttf xaTtorxivarfjAm xotXa^xttu, X»$o* tc 'Epfxat, Siotf afro 1. 
Pauf. Alt. p. 39* P^arro* put yag A%tat virmopaact* Epyapyp, 
mpuroi 1 * axuX m *£ £/*«*•' Ibid. p. 36. 

m Afarttm h vvig raq xufxas opof, ‘map 9 0 nap Aaxe^xtpumup nr* 
avw Apyotag opoi, xat Ttysaraf turn' ipixan h tm tok o^ok 
*E^ puti xat ru yup\H to oyo/xa* in & aw* atrow •moray.ot xaXtf- 
puiof Tapog 0 ■»$ yotp £to* ix tb ITapwvo; xantii frup ba rm A pr 
yuaq. Pauf. Corin. p. 202. The Parnon here mentioned was 
fo called from P’Arn-On, tic filar god of tbi Ark . 

fented 
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fented in this manner; Apollo, being in faft the 
fame mythological character, was fometimes al- 
to worlhipped under the famefymbol of a fquare 
Hone, as were likewife Minerva, Neptune, and 
Hercules; a remarkable inftance of which oc- 
curs in the temple of the great goddelTes, or 
Cabirae, at Megalopolis in Arcadia n . A large 
black ftone Was alfo the emblem of the Hindoo 
Buddha °, and a tquare ftone of the Arabian 
Manah, or Venus p ; for, confidered as the Ark, 
Venus was of courfe connected with Buddha or 
Noah, whofe rites were; not unknown to the 
Arabs, and who by them was denominated 

* Eri h trrot T8 artpGoXa ruv jAtyotXm $««f xat iepov* 

ergo fAiv TV)t t£ohi, £oava in* ag^cuot, *H g« xetf AvoKKuv re xetf 
Maa-ctf — T 7 }f h «w ixXyatp tji Sioj (fcil. Afpt^rjj) Mvx api7ty — 
Eryxcurt h xat ctvfyctr rtf tv otxqptaTt, KaWiyvoms t* xat Mirra, xat 
Tcocrtyenis rt xat IT Karanjcra&a/ h trrot MiyaAosToAtraK As- 
yoihrcu vrpwrov ruv ptyoCKav Siuv ryv rtMryv, xat Ta tyafptvct ruv tv 
EAcwm t?i (JUfJWfAcClct. Kctlat & trros ru wiptCeAtf $iw> rotra^i ayaA- 
ptara ctXhw, to rtrpetyuvov motpi^of/.tvx o^r/xa, r* mtixAjj cnv 

AyvTOJgt xat AvotoMVy xat A$»jva re xat noo-st^/i’ iTt Ai HAtoj itw 
WjAuxv tyu* auryp h tivoci, xai 'HpaxAij;. ff,xoh>(JWTctf Si xat <r^t<m 
tspov (teyeSit fjttyct, xoti etyucnv irrat/Sa rr* reXtryv rat; State. Pauf. 
Arcad. p. 663. In this ftriking afiemblage of Cabiri or arkite 
Gods, we have Venus the Mechanic, in allufion to the building 
of the Ark $ Juno, the dove j Mercury, furnamed Agetor, or 
Ag-Ait-Or, the fiery god of the ocean 5 Apollo* Minerva, Nep- 
tune, the Sun, Hercules, Ceres, and Proferpine. 

0 Mnur. Hift. of Hind. vol. ii. p. 481. 

F Seld. de Dis Syr. Proleg. cap. iii. p. 52.— Sale’s Prelim. 
Difc. to Koran, fe£fc. i. p. 17. 

x 2, Wudd 
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Wudd or Wodin q . Manah is Menah, the Noetic 
Ark'\ and the ftone, by which {he was fymbo- 
lized, was at length demoliftied by Saad in the 
eighth year of the Hejira \ In a fimilar man- 
ner Theus- Ares, or Dus- Ares, the Arabic Bac- 
chus, was worfhipped under the fame form 
of a fquare ftone * ; and, if we direct our at- 
tention to the North, we {hall find, that a 
cube was no lefs the emblem of the Gothic 
Odin u . The whole of this peculiar fymboli- 
cal adoration moft probably took its rife from 
the Betulia, or ftone pillars, mentioned by 
Sanchoniatho, the firft of which, after the de- 
luge, was the altar erefted by Noah ; and I 
am much inclined to fufpeft, that the tra- 

q “ The adoration of (tones, and the name of the idol Wudd , 
(i may lead us indeed to fufpe6t, that fome of the Hindoo fu- 
" perditions had found their way into Arabia.” Sir W. Jones 
on the Arabs 5 A(iat. Ref. vol. ii. p. 8. 

r Hence the Arabs, before the time of Mahomet, very natu- 
rally invoked the arkite Moriah, when they wiflied to procure 
rain. Monah idolum venerabantur Arabes eo confilio, ut plu- 
vias opportunas impetrarent. Pocock. Spccim. Hid. Arab, 
p. 92. 

• Sale’s Prelim. Difc. to Koran, p. x8. 

4 Suid. Lex. vox Givt-Apf. 

u “ A cube was the fymbol of Mercury.” Borlafe’s Corn- 
wall, p. 108. “ Thordein upon his arrival entered into the 

“ temple. In it was a done, which he had been accudoraed to 
" worihip , he prodrated himfelf before it, and prayed to it.” 
Bartholin, lib. iii. cap. xi. apud Mallet. 

dition 
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dition of Deucalion and Pyrrha throwing 
ftones behind them, after their efcape from 
the perils of the deluge, originated from the 
lame lource x . 

The laft particular, which I lhall mention 
refpe&ing the claffical Mercury, is one which 
completely proves his identity with Cronus, 
Sydyk, and Noah. He is celebrated by Non- 
nus, as the father of the feven Corybantes, 
or Cabiri, by the nymph Combe y . 

With regard to Taut, or Taautus, the 
Egyptian Mercury, he is ufually defcribed, 
like his claffical counterpart, as the inventor 
of letters ; arid, in allufion perhaps to the tri-. 
pie offspring of Noah, he was adored under 
the title of 'Trifmegijlus . Sanchoniatho, as I 
have already oblerved, erroneoully reprefents 
him as the fon of Mifor or Mizraim ; but he 
is neverthelefs faid by that author to have ex- 
ercifed a lort of authority over the Cabiri, 
commanding them to write thofe memoirs, 
from which the Phenician mythologift pro- 
feffes to have copied his narrative *. 


x It is poffible however that this fable may have arifen from . 
another eaufe. The legend of the converfion of the ftones into 
men and women may have been founded upon a miftake of the 
word Abtmm ,Jlones, for Benim, children . 
y Nonni Dionyf. lib. xiii. p. 233. 

2 This Taautus or Thoth was worfhipped by the Irifh under 
x 3 the 
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At the entrance into Hades, Virgil places 
the centaurs, the gorgons, and the harpies ; 

the name of Tat or Tatb. Hence, as the firft month of the 
Egyptians, which commenced on the calends of Auguft, was 
called Thotb in honour of Taautus, fo the firft day of Auguft 
was called by the Irifh la Tat . (Vallancey apud Colledt. de 
Reb. Hib. vol. iv. p. 469.) This Tat, Toth, or Tot, feems to 
be the fame as Tit, or Titan, tbe diluvian ; a name, by which 
the Sun was fometimes called, in confequence of his being 
worfhipped along with the great diluvian Noah. Accordingly 
in the Irifh, Tath is a lion , becaufe a lion was fymbolical of 
the Sun j Teith, beat ; Tethin, tbe Sun 5 Taithneadh, to thaw, 
or melt ; andTaith, tbe courfe of tbe Sun . Vallan. Ibid. p. 471. 
The Ipfh fometimes ftyled their god Tath, Coll ; (Vallancey’s 
Vindication apud Colleft. de Reb. Hib. vol. v. p. 82.) by 
which they meant nothing more, than that he was a diluvian. 
(Vide infra chap, vii.) For the fame reafon Mcrcuiy was de- 
nominated by the Chaldeans Cults ; (Plantavit. Heb. Lex. 
apud Vallancey ut fupraj) and Hercules, by the old Spaniards, 
Goles. (De Laftonofa ibid. p. '291.) 

It is almoft fuperfluous to obferve at the clofc of this length- 
ened analyfis of the hiftory of Mercury, that I can in no wife 
adopt the opinion of the very learned Huetlus, that this deity 
was Mofes, that the Myfteries of Samothrace were a corrupted 
tranfcript of the Levitical law, and that the Cabiric ifland Im- 
brus derived its name from Amram. That great man clearly 
faw the undoubted truth, that Mercury, Adonis, Thammuz, 
Ofiris, Bacchus, Apis, Serapis, Horus, Anubis, Vulcan, Zoro- 
after. Pan, Efculapius, Prometheus, Minos, Proteus, Perfeus, 
Arifteus, Mus£us, Orpheus, Linus, Amphion, Eumolpus, Ja- 
nus, and the principal god of the Penates and Lares, were all 
one and the fame perfon : but he unfortunately fuppofed that 
perfon to be the Jewifh lawgiver, inftead of Neah $ while, in 
direCt oppofition to the unanimous voice of antiquity, he fepa- 
rated Hercules from the preceding deities, and conjectured that 

he 
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and joins them with Scylla, Briareus, Ge- 
ryon, the Chimera, and the Hydra of Lerna. 
Some of thefe fabulous monitors, fuch as Me- 
dufa, Scylla, the Chimera, and the Hydra, 
have already been confidered as only various 
modifications of the folar and arkite emblems: 
the hundred-armed giant Briareus feems to 
be a perfonification of all the impious ante- 
diluvians, whofe hiftory is more particularly 
detailed in the legend of the Titans waging 
war againft Jupiter : and Chiron, who was 

he was Joftiua. This mode of interpretation, which has been 
adopted by other writers as well as Huetius, feems principally 
to have arifen from the circurriftance of both Noah and Mbfes 
having been inclofed within an ark $ there appear to me how- 
ever to be infuperable obje&ions to it. I can neither believe, 
that the lawgiver of a defpiled and detefted nation Ihould have 
been eredted into the great god of Egypt 5 nor can I compre- 
hend how it is probable, not to fay poffible, that Mofes, or 
Mercury according to Huetius, Ihould have been venerated 
from China and Hindoftan to Britain and Gaul, from Egypt 
and Phenicia to Greece, Germany, and Scandinavia. See Huet. 
Demon. Evan. 

For fomewhat fimilar reafons I can as l\ttle adopt the opi- 
nion of Bochart, that Mercury was Canaan. (Boch. Phal. lib. i. 
cap. 2.) If fuch be the cafe, Canaan will likewife be the fame 
as Bacchus, Ofiris, and all the above-mentioned deities, for each 
of them is feverally the fame as Mercury : in other words, Ca- 
naan will be the great god of the whole world from north to 
fouth, and from eaft to weft $ of that god, who is ufually de- 
fcribed as having been inclofed within an ark. The whole of 
this appears to me utterly incredible. 

x 4 feigned 
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feigned to have conftrudted a fphere for the 
Argonauts, and to have been the offspring of 
a cloud, is one of the many gentile deities, 
under whofe names the patriarch Noah was 
worfhipped ; hence his title centaur is com- 
pounded of Chen-Tor, the priejl of the arkite 
ox a . As for the three-headed Geryon, he ap- 
pears, as far as concerns his figure, to be an 
oriental reprefentation of the principal arkite 
god united with his three fbns. 

Qualis Atlantiaco memoratur littore quondam 
Monftrum Geryones immane tricorporis iras, 
Cui tres in pugna dextrae varia arma gerebant 
Una ignes faevos, aft altera pone fagittas 
Fundebat, validam torquebat tertiacornum 
Atque uno diverla dabat tria vulnera nifu b . 

Thus on the coaft, from hoary Atlas nam’d. 
Stood triple Geryon : in' his three right hands 
Three weapons fierce he brandilh’d, vengeful 
fire, 

Untiring arrows, and a ponderous lance. 

Nearly fiich is the form of the great triple 
deity of the Hindoos, the vafl buft of Brah- 
ma, Vifhnou, and Seeva ; a triad, which is 

* The hiftory of Chiron lhall be refumed hereafter. Vide 
infra chap. viii. 

b SiL.Ital. Bell. Pun. lib. xiii. ver. aoo. 

faid 
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faid to have been produced from a fourth yet 
fuperior god,. named Brahme c . Brahme may 
poffibly be Bu-Rama, the lofty divinity of the 
arkite heifer ; his fon Brahma (whofe name 
nearly refembles that of his father, much in 
the fame manner as the fon of the Phenician 
Cronus was alfo denominated Cronus ,) is ftyled. 
Narayen, or he that moves on the furface of the 
water d ; Vilhnou is immediately connected 
with the deluge# and is the fame as the Da- 
gon of Paleftine ; while the peculiar emblems 
of Seeva, like thofe of the Egyptian Oliris, 
are a ferpent and a bull e . This triad in Ihort 
is compofed of Shem, Ham, and Japhet, the 
three great gods, whofe hiftory is more or lefs 
preferved in the annals of every nation ; and 
yet, like the Jupiter, Neptune, and Pluto of 
the weltern world, Brahma, Vilhnou, and 
Seeva, when taken feparately, are each the 
patriarch Noah worlhipped in conjunction 
with the Sun f . Accordingly, while the tri- 


c Inftit. of Menu, cap. 1. — Aflat. Ref. vol. i. p. 242. 
d Inftit. of Menu, cap. 1. 

c See Sir Wm. Jones on the gods of Greece, &c. Aftat. Ref. 
vol. i. p. 2jo. and the Print prefixed to Maurice’s Indian An- 
tiquities, vol. i. in which Seeva is depicted holding a lerpent 
in his hand. 

f The lotus, from its well-known quality of always floating 
above the furface of the water, feems to have been adopted 
very generally as a fymbol of the Ark. Hence we find, that 

the 
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pie buft of the Hindoo deity exhibits to us, 

tfie diluvian god Brahma was represented fitting upon one of 
thefe plants 3 and hence we may obferve, that in the third In- 
dian Avatar a Small figure is introduced in precifely the Same 
attitude, and defcribed as looking towards a rainbow. (See the 
Prints of the firfl and third Avatar in Maur. Hid. of Hind, 
vol. i.) If from Hindoftan we pafs to Egypt, we fhall learn 
from Jamblichu9, that a man fitting upon the lotus, Surrounded 
with mud, was an emblem of the Sun ; (Jamb, de Myft. 
fe£l. vii.) and from Plutarch, that the Sun was reprefented 
under the fymbol of an infant fitting upon this Same plant. 
(Plut. de Ifid. p. 355.) It is manifeft, notwithftanding the 
phyfical refinements of Jamblichus and Plutarch upon thefe 
hieroglyphics, that Something more muft be meant by them 
than merely the natural Sun 3 and I apprehend, that, in both 
cafes, the perfon, who fits upon the lotus, is the great Solar pa- 
triarch, and that, in the latter, he was reprefented as a child, 
in allufion to his myftical Second birth. The Same fymbol of 
the lotus occurs alfo in the mythology of Japan. Kaempfer 
ha9 given us a curious representation of the goddefs Quanwon 
fitting upon this aquatic plant. In one part of his work he 
deScribes her, as having eight little children placed round her 
head, fix of whom formed a Sort of crown, while the two others 
were larger than the reft ; (Kaempfer s Japan, p. 595.) and in 
another part of the Same work, Speaking of a different ftatue 
of the Same goddefs, he obferves, that “ f even Smaller idols 
u adorned her head, like a crown or garland, whereby is de- 
u noted, that fhe was the happy mother of many a deified hero : 
u nay, the Japanefe look upon this idol, as an emhlemaiieal repre - 
u fentation of the birth of the gods in general .” (Kaempfer’s Ja- 
pan. p. 342.) From thefe remarks of Kaempfer it is Suffi- 
ciently evident, that the goddefs Quanwon is the Magna Ma- 
ter of the weftern wprld, and the very Same perfon as Ifis or 
Atargatisi whom Simplicius deScribes as the receptacle of the 
godtf. (Vide Supra p. 141.) The eight children, two of whom 

are 
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in one compound figure, Noah and his off- 

are delineated large* than the reft, are the Noetic family ; and 
the feven, which are annexed to the other ftatue of the god- 
defs, are the feven Gabiri. The reader will hereafter find, 
(Vide infra chap, viii.) that Quan won is alfa the fame as the 
Hindoo Sita ; and that the circumftance of her being an em- 
blematical reprefentation of the birth of the gods is precifely 
equivalent to the burfting afunder of Sita, and to the egrefs of. 
the hero-gods from her womb. 

' Thefe remarks will prepare us for what I conceive to be the 
proper explanation of the famous Siberian medal, now depo- 
fited in the imperial cabinet at Peterfburg, On one fide of 
this medal is reprefented a deity with three heads, and fix 
arras. He fits crofs-legged, not furely upon what Dr. Parfons 
calls a low /of ha , but, as will evidently appear to any perfon 
who examines the fac-fimile, upon the fymbolical lotus. On 
the reverfe of the medal is an infeription, which Col. Grant, 
with what juftice I will not pretend to fay, aflerts to be ancient 
, Irifh or Celtic, and of which he gives the following tranlla- 
tipn. €< The facred image of God in three images : by thefe 
“ colleCt the holy will of God from them : love him . 0 The 
medal itfelf wa9 in all probability brought either from the em- 
pire of the Dalai-Lama, or from Hindoftan, in both which 
countries a notion of three gods clofely connected together has 
immemorially prevailed. Hence I think we may reafonably 
conclude, that the deity reprefented upon it is the fame as that 
revered throughout the Lama dominions, as the triple god of 
Japan deferibed by Kircher, (fee his China) and as the Brah- 
ma- Fi/bnou- Seeva of Hindoftan. Col. Grant and Dr. Parfofts v 
both conceive, that the deity in queftion is deferiptive of the 
Trinity; (See Parfons’ Remains of Japhet, chap. 7 .) and the 
very ingenious Mr. Maurice embraces their fuppofition, con- 
jecturing at the fame time, that not only this triad, but that 
the triad of Brahma, Vifhnou, and Seeva, and in ftiort all the 
other triads of the Gentile world, are corruptions of the catho- 
lic 
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fpring, it is at the fame time, like Cerberus, 

lie dodtrine of the Chriftian church. I had once adopted the 
fame opinion, (fee Horae Mofaicae, vol. i. p. 44, 48, 37, 60.) 
but a more attentive furvey of Pagan mythology has obliged 
me, however unwillingly, to relinquifh it; and I cannot help 
fufpedting, that the various triads of the Gentiles, difeufled at 
large by Dr. Cudworth and Mr. Maurice, may be ultimately 
traced to the triple offspring of the great patriarch. TJie fame 
remark will of courfe apply to the elaborate, and ingenious, 
though fanciful Treatife of Mr. Hutchinfon on the Names and 
Attributes of the Trinity of the Gentiles ; and to the fifth Section 
of Von Strahlenberg’s Introduction to his Defcription of Siberia. 
If Brahma, Vifhnou, and Seeva relate to the Trinity, it will 
not be eafy to aflign a reafon, why they (hould be reprefented 
as fpringing from a fourth yet fuperior god ; and if Vifhnou 
be the Dagon of Paleftine, he certainly cannot, as fuch , have 
any connexion with God the Son. Mr. Maurice prefents his 
readers with three very curious reprefen tations of Vifhnou en- 
compafled with the volumes of a ferpent, the head of which is 
placed beneath the heel of the deity. Agreeably to the fyftem, 
which he has adopted, he conjedtures, that this mode of de- 
feribing Vifhnou originated from the firft-recorded prophecy, 
that the feed of the woman fhould bruife the head of the 
ferpent, but that it fhould bruife his heel. I much doubt 
however, whether the framers of this celebrated hierogly- 
phic had even the moft remote idea of our blefled Saviour im- 
prefled upon their minds, at the time that they conftrudted it. 
Vifhnou, in his human capacity, is the great fifh-god of an- 
cient mythology, or in other words the patriarch Noah; while, 
in his divine charadfcer, he is the Sun. Hence we may natu- 
rally expect to find him connedted with the fymbolical ferpent; 
and hence, for precifely the fame reafon, the helio-Noetic Ofi- 
ris was reprefented precifely in the fame manner. (See the 
Plate in Montfaucon’s Supplem. to Antiq. p. 211.) Such alfo 
was the mode of defignating the Perfian Mithras ; (Ban. My- 

thol. 
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an hieroglyphic, of the folar god. “ At night. 


thol. vol. ii. p. 104.) and, as the head of the ferpent is placed 
Under the heel of Vifhnou, fo Macrobius; having firll informed 
us, that a dragon Was emblematical of the Sun, adds, that upon 
this account it was placed at the feet of Efculapius. (Macrob. 
Saturn, lib. i. cap. 20.) With regard to the belief of the Hin- 
doos, that Vifhnou was laved amidft a promifcuous (laughter of 
infants, that certainly cannot have originated from patriarchal 
tradition, but is evidently built upon the hiftory of Herod’s 
barbarity, which was mod probably brought into the Eafl by 
the Chriftians of St. Thomas. 

Before I entirely difmifs this fubjeft, I lhall notice a (ingle . 
legend, which Mr. Maurice adduces in fupport of his (yftem. 
It relates to a triple god- compounded of Sree Mun Narrin , a 
beautiful woman named Maha Letchimy , and a 1 ferpent. “ Thefe 
“ perfons are by the Hindoos fuppofed to be wholly indivilible; 

" the one is three, and the three are one.” (Ind. Ant. vol. iv. 
p. 7jo.) Sree appears, like Sitiya, to be the ufual folar title 
Sur $ Mun is the abbreviated form of Munab or Menu - } and 
Narrin or Narayen , a title of. Brahma, fignifies moving on the 
1 waters : confequently Sree Mun- Narrin is equivalent to the fo- 
lar Noab moving on the vuaters. In a former work, Horce Mo - 
f dices, I fuppofed the epithet Narayen to relate to the incuba- 
tion of the Spirit during the procefs of reducing the primeval 
chaos to form and order 5 and I dill think, that there is fome 
allulion to the creation in the beginning of the Injlitutes of 
Menu : but I am now perfuaded, that mod of the ancient cof- 
mogonies are confounded, in a greater or lefs degree, with tra- 
ditions of the deluge. Maha Letchimy, the beautiful woman, 
is merely the Venus , Ifis, Cybele, Derceto , or Latona , of the 
weftem nations, in other words, the Ark 5 and the ferpent is the 
ufual folar emblem. As for the indivifibility and unity of 
thefe deities, it relates, as in the cafe of the immenfe bud of 
Brahma, Vilhnou, and Seeva to the mode of reprefenting the 
idol, not to his nature . It may be proper to obferve, that 

Brahma 
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and in the weft, the Sun is Vifhnou ; he is 
** Brahma in the eaft, and in the morning ; 
“ from noon to evening he is Seeva 8 .” Hence,. 
in,allufion to the folar worfhip, Brahma is laid 
to be armed with fiery {hafts h ; while, in re- 
ference to the arkite fuperftition, Vifhnou, in 
the form of a fifh, guards the ark of Menu *, 
and defcends, fike Bacchus, Ofiris, Adonis, 
and Hercules, into the infernal regions of She- 
fhanaga, king of ferpents k . The genealogy 
of Geryon connects him with both the anci- 
ent fuperftitions. From Neptune, and Me- 
dufa, fprung Chryfaor, and the horfe Pcgafus ; 
and from Chryfaor, and Callirhoe daughter of 
Oceanus, was bom the monfter Geryon 1 . 
Chryfaor is a title of the Sun, compounded of 
Chryfbs, gold, and Or, light, whence it is con- 


Brahma is fometimes defcribed as the god of creation, but that 
I apprehend is merely in the fame manner as what the claflical 
Jupiter is. 

* Afiat. Ref. vol. v. p. 254. u They confefs unanimoufly, 
u that the Sun is an emblem or image of their three great dei- 
€t ties, jointly and individually, that is of Brahm, or the fu- 
" preme one, who alone exifts really and abfolutely, the three 
u male divinities themfelves being only Maya, or illufion/* 
Afiat. Ref. vol. iii. p. 144. 
h Ibid. vol. i. p. 248. 

1 Ibid. p. 2 33. 
k Ibid. p. 249. 

1 Apoll. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 4. 

tinually 
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tinually bellowed by Homer upon Apollo; 
the'horfe Pegafus is the Hippa-P’Aga, or (ti- 
luvian Ark ; and, in allufion to the fymboli- 
cal heifer, Geryon is laid to have been famed 
for his breed of oxen, which Hercules at length 
drove away from him, notwithftanding they 
were guarded both by the giant himfelf, and 
his two-headed dog. The name of this ani- 
mal, according to Apollodorus, was Orthrus ; 
and he was born of the diluvian Typhon, and 
the ferpent Echidna m , who were likewife the 
parents of the dragon of the Hefperides ” : 
but Julius Pollux calls him Gargittius, and 
fays, that he was the brother of Cerberus 0 . 
Orthrus is Or-Athr, the illujlrious Sun j and 
Gargittius is G’Arg-Ait, the great burning god 
of the Ark'. Hercules is faid by Conon to 
have carried off the oxen into Italy p , or Ait- 
Al-Aia, the land of the blazing Sun q and 
Ptolemy Hepheftion introduces Juno, the dove, 


m Apoll. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 5. 

» Ibid. 

0 *0 h Tripvoyu xvuv, 0 ra$ (3ag <pv\a ttu*, a&Xpos yv tu K spGtpov, 
*pyge&y $t v(p *H fotxhivs* To & otojxx ccvtu r«py*TT*bf. Onomaft. 
lib. v. cap. 5. 

9 Conon. Narrat. cap. 3. 

q The hiftory of Italy, as connefted with Minos and the 
worlhip of the folar orb, will be refumcd hereafter. 

affift- 
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affifting Geryon in his combat with that hero r . 
. As for the name of Geryon, it is varioufly 
written Geryon, ' Geryones, and Geryoneus s j 
and it feems to be a compound of G’Aron- 
Nus, the illujirious arkite Noah. 

If we next turn our attention to the fabu- 
lous fates and furies, we fhall find, that they 
al/b, being introduced into ' the infernal re- 
gions, are connected with the Myfteries of 
the Ark. The furies were by the Greeks 
called Erinnues, a word derived from Aron- 
Nus, the Ark of Noah ; whence the Cabiric 
Ceres, or the Ark, is faid to have changed 
herfelf into an Erinnus, in the neighbourhood 
of Styx or the deluge, and in that form to 
have received the embraces of the Hippian 
Neptune \ The fates were denominated 
Parcce , a title fimilarly derived from P’Arca, 

r Juno is perpetually introduced into the hiftory of Hercu- 
les, though Ihe is generally reprefented as hoftile to him 5 but 
Ptolemy Hepheftion has preferved a curious tradition, in which 
Hercules Nilus is faid to have delivered her from the attack 
of two giants. Nf»Xo$ 0 HpccxXw uttq ytptrwg tpcum cxaAstro* tiret 
¥ *Hpup ttrvffiP, tireQXpfjt.iPOP avrn cmXwp top Apvpv[aop xcti Hv^ttpoop 
ytyotprat, §xc$sp &a to airaXafattw rvi 'Hpag top voMfAOP, f*«t*£aXi 

rip x\t}<rip. Ptol. Heph. lib. ii. 

9 A tytTat Ik xa» Typvvp, xai Tnpvorrtf, KOf Tvfvovwg, Eultath. 
in Dionyf. Perieg. ver. 561. 

1 Apoll. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 6 . 

the 
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the Ark ; accordingly, they were fuppofed to 
be the fillers of Venus, and the Erinnues, and 
the children of Cronus or Noah u . 

With regard to the three judges of Hell, 
Minos, Rhadamanthus, and Eacus, they feem, 
if taken conjointly, to be the three fons of 
the patriarch ; if feparately, each will be dif- 
covered to be the patriarch himfelf. Minos, 
the imaginary king of Crete, is the Menu , of 
Hindoflan, and the Menes of Egypt ; his bro- 
ther x Rhadamanthus is Rada-Man-Thus, the 
god of the lordly Ark ; and Eacus, or, accord- 
ing to the Greek pronunciation, Aiacus, the 
mythological fon of Jupiter and Egina, feems 
to have borrowed his name from Ai-Ac,. the 
coajl of the Ocean*. Hence we find, that 
Eacus, like Noah, was fuppofed to have had 
three fons. Telamon and Peleus by the daugh- 
ter of the centaur Chiron, and Phocus by the 
daughter of Nereus*. Telamon, Peleus, and 
Phocus, appear, in fa£t, to be the fame as the 


U Schol. in CEdip. Colon, ver. 42. 
x Plut. in Vit. Thef. 

Y j# 5 acus .flDginam genetricis nomine dixit. 

Ovid. Metam. lib. vii. ver. 474. 
See alfo Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 11. 

2 Apoll. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 11. ’ The firft of tbefe fabulous 
heroes accompanied Hercules in his adventure with the Cetus 
on the coafl of T/oy* 

VOL. I. T Cory- 
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Corybantes, or Cabiri. Accordingly, as one 
of thefe is faid by Clemens Alcjcandrinus to 
have been killed by his two brothers *, lb, in 
a limilar manner, Phocus was fuppofed to have 
been llain by Peleus and Telamon b . Tela- 
mon, after the murder of his brother, fled to 
Salamis, the fovereignty of which was con- 
ferred upon him at the death of his predecef- 
for Cychreus, who was the fan of Neptune 
by Salamis daughter of Albpus. This Cy- 
chreus was reported to have llain an immenfe 
lerpent, which committed depredations on 
his kingdom c . The ferpent however is merely 
the ufual lolar emblem ; and hence we find, 
that the imaginary grandfather of Cychreua 
was called Afopus , or As-Op, the Jiery dra- 
gon. 

From Peleus the brother of Telamon, and 
the fea-goddefs Thetis, was born the cele- 
brated AchilLes, who is feigned to have been 
plunged beneath the waters of the diluvian 
Styx, and thence rendered invulnerable. I 
llrongly lufpeft, that Achilles is a mere my- 
thological character ; and that his name is a 
compound of Ac-El-Es, the burning god of 
the Ocean. He was alio called Pyrijfoiis, from 

a Cohort, ad Gent. p. 15. 
b Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. z x. 
c Ibid. 
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the circumftance, as we learn from Ptolemy 
Hepheftion, of his having been faved from 
the fire, into which he had been caft by his 
mother d . The fame fable is mentioned by 
Lycophron, who adds to it, that Thetis bore 
feven fons to Peleus, and caft them all into a 
fire, from which Achilles alone was preferved. 

IleA cuyiKov TvQwva. yswouraj ‘aarri^, 

A(p tTrrau tteuJav Ku mro^HfAtvav, 

Mi my QAiyvarctv ij'aAvj'ctnct, ctttoJ'ov e . 

I am much inclined to think, that this was 
originally the fame legend, as that noticed by 
Herodotus of Sefoftris and his wife burning 
their children f ; and that they both equally 
allude to the dreadful human facrifices, which 
were; offered to the Sun. The feven children 
of Peleus and Thetis feem in fliort to have 
been no other than the feven Cabiri, Cory- 
bantes, or Titans ; hence we find, that fome 
writers fuppofed Thetis to be the daughter of 
Chiron *, or Noah. 

As the oceanic Achilles was dipped in the 
diluvian waters of Styx, fo his fabulous rival 


d Ptol. Heph. Nov. Hift. Kb. vii. 
e Caflan. ver. 177. 

,/ Herod, lib. ii. cap. 107. 

* Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 558. 

Y 2 Aga- 
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Agamemnon, as we are plainly told by Tzet- 
zes, was no real perfon, but the very fame 
deity as the Ercean, or arkite Jupiter ; that 
Jupiter, before whofe altar Danae, the mother 
of Perfeus, was brought by Acrifius h . In a 
fimilar manner, Athenagoras obferves, that 
Helen, He&or, Jupiter-Agamemnon, and 
Erechtheus, were all adored as gods along 
with the marine deity Neptune What may 
ferve to confirm the propriety of thefe remarks, 
Peleus and his brethren are defcribed as being 
contemporaries of the Diofcori or Cabiri. 
Perhaps it may be too bold, with Mr. Biy- 
ant, abfolutely to deny the exiftence of any 
fiege of Troy ; but I cannot but be perfuaded, 
that the poem of Homer at lead is a mere 
mythos k , which very probably however is 
ingrafted upon the hiftory of fome predatory 
war between the Greeks and the Ilienfes 1 . 


h rvfdou xot t vatai rx Aya^t^votog Aio$, rrroi t» Eqxmv 

Atos, }apao£sts — Tzet. in Lycoph^ ver. 335. Agamemnon 
feems to fignify the diluvian, from Agam, a fool. 

1 Athen. Legat. p. 1. 

k Some further remarks upon this fubjedfc will be' made 
hereafter. Vide infra chap. viii. 

1 It is remarkable, that the fcholiaft upon Hefiod clofely 
connedts the war of the Titans or diluvians with that of Troy. 
Atxet i* try ( ol Ttrijftc) — &o xai roo’etvra itij Bhtvn; 

th? vXrj ret ttotmot T gutg xat 'EVwjhj c^a^orro. Schol. in Hef. 
Theog. ver. 629. 

After 
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After all that has been written upon the fub- 
je<d, we can never build with any confidence 
upon a feries of fadts, which are faid' to have 
happened, as all allow, in the fabulous or un- 
certain age. The truth, in this, like moll: 
other controverfies, feems to lie fome where 
in the middle : hence, while w 6 admit the 
probability of fome Trojan war having really 
happened, credulity itfelf can fcarcely believe, 
that the Iliad contains any thing like a true 
account of it. 

In the very lowed: region of hell, furrounded 
by the Tartarean Phlegethon, Virgil places 
the impious race of the diluvian Titans, thofe, 
who by a long repetition of the mod enor- 
mous crimes called forth at length the venge- 
ance of offended heaven. This lowed re- 
gion however, as we have feen from Plato, 
was fimply the centre of the earth, from which 
proceeded the mighty waters that occafioned 
the deluge. 

Here likewile along with the Titans, the 
poet dations the huge monder Tityus. This 
giant was the fon of Jupiter by Elara daugh- 
ter of Orchomenus, and was born in the cen- 
tre of the earth, Jupiter having there con- 
cealed his mother through fear of Juno. At 
length he emerged from his dark confine- 
ment, and immediately attempted to ravifli 

y 3 La- 
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Latona m . Tityus derives his name from the 
lame root as Titan, and is, like Typhon, no- 
thing more than a perfonification of the de- 
luge. Hence he is faid to iflue from the great 
central abyfs,and to attempt the chaftity of 
Latona, or the Ark n . His fictitious anceltor 
Orchomenus is Orca-Menu, the arkite Noah. 
The reader will remember, that this Orcho- 
menus was an ancient king of Arcadia, lbn of 
Pelalgus, and brother of Lycaon, in whole 
days happened the deluge ; that he gave his- 
name to the city Orchomenus, which was re- 
ported to have been fwallowed up by a flood ; 
and that one of his brothers was called Tita- 
nas. He was moreover the father of Minyas, 
and through him connected with the Argo- 
nautic expedition 0 . 

Here alfo in the depths of Hades Virgil 
places Phlegyas, and deferibes him as exhort- 
ing all men to reverence the gods, and to 
adhere to the paths of reCtitude and virtue. 
Now, were this man literally in hell, it would 
be abfurd in the poet to reprefent him as in- 
culcating juftice, becaule his audience would 
be compofed of the damned alone, who could 

4 : 

m Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 4. 

n Tityus was fometimes feigned to be the father of Europa, 
or the Ark. Vide fupra p. 179. 

0 Anton. Liber. Metam. cap. 10. 

not 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



ON THE CABIRI. 


3*7 


not have any motive to induce them to re- 
pent ; whence we may conclude, that Phle- 
gyas was no other than a well-known charac- 
ter in the Myfteries, whole office was to per- 
lonate one of the wicked antediluvians, and 
in that capacity folemnly to admoniffi the 
initiated p . Phlegyas feems to have been lo 
called from Peleg, the Ocean q ; and his chil- 
dren the Phlegyas were faid to have come 
from the land of Minyas r , and in the pride 
of their heart to have quitted the city of the 
Orchomenians, or arkites*. This defe<flion 
from the Minyae, or Noachidas, proved the 
caufe of their deftru&ion, for it was in reality 
the feparation of the antediluvian giants, or 
Titans, from the family of Noah. They re- 
filled to imitate the piety of that patriarch, 
and were confequendy excluded from the 
Ark by their own wickednefs. Accordingly 


P This argument is ufed by Bp. Warburton to prove, that 
the ftxth book of the Eneid related to the myfteries of Eleufts. 
Though I cannot adopt his explanation of the Myfteries, yet, 
whatever their import may be, the argument, fo far as it con- 
cerns the intention of Virgil in writing that part of his poem, 
will hold equally good. 

* Phlegyas is faid to have been the father of Coronis, who 
was the concubine of Apollo, and the mother of Efculapius. 
Vide fupra p. lot. 

r Pauf. Boeot. p. 728. 

s Ibid. p. 782. 1 

y 4 Non- 
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Nonnus reprefents them as being overwhelmed 
by Neptune with the waters of the Ocean. 

Kcu QXeyvctf cts 'QtWTOLi ttveppi^are &ctX cur<n\ 
N>i<rox oXrfv TgioJbm Jia,gp>i£a.f Evckti^uv *. 

From its deep rooted bafe the Phlegyan iile 
Stern Neptune (hook, and plung’d beneath the 
waves , 

Its impious inhabitants. 

It is not unworthy of notice, that the very 
crimes, which, as we learn from Ovid, dis- 
graced the iron* age, and eventually produced 
the cataftrophc of the deluge, are thofe, which 
Virgil fuppofes the damned to have been 
guilty of. 

Tartarus ipfe 

Bis patet in praeceps tantum, tenditque fub um- 
bras, 

Quantus ad setherium coeli fufpe&us Olympum. 
Hie genus antiquum terras, Titania pubes, 
Fulmine dejefti, fundo volvuntur in imo. 

Nec non et Tityon, Terras omniparentis alum- 
num 

Cernere erat ; per tota novem cui jugera corpus 
Porrigitur ; roftroque immanis vultur obunco 
Immortale jecur tondens, fecundaque poems 

* Nonni Bionyf. lib. xviii. p. 3 19. 

Vif- 
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Vifcera, rimaturque epulis, habitatque fob alto 
Peftore ; nec fibris requies datur ulla renatis. 


Hie, quibus invifi fratres, dutn vita manebat ; 
Pulfatufve parens, aut fraus innexa clienti ; 

Aut qui divitiis foli incubuere repertis, 

Nec partem pofuere fois, quae maxima turba eft; 
Quique ob adulterium caefi, quique arma fecuti 
Impia, nec veriti dominorum fallere^dextras : 

Inclufi poenam exfpedant 

Phlegyafque miferrimus omnes 

Admonet, et magna teftatur voce per umbras : 

“ Difcite juftitiam moniti, et non temnere di- 
dos' 1 . ” 

Vendidit hie auro patriam, dominumque poten- 
tem 

Impofuit ; fixit leges pretio, atque refixit. 

Hie thalamum invalit natae, vetitofque hyme- 
naeos. 

Aufi omnes immane nefas, aufoque potiti x . 

The gaping gulph low to the centre lies ; 


u It is not improper to obferve, that Bp. Warburton fup- 
pofes Thefeus, and not Phlegyas, to have pronounced this fo- 
lemn exhortation, making Pblegyas the accufative cafe plural 
from Pblegyce , inftead of the proper name of a man. The in- 
terpretation however, which I have given of this part of the 
Myfteries, will remain equally unaffected, whether the Biihop*s 
mode of rendering the paffage be adopted, or whether the com- 
mon tranflation be preferred, ' 
x iEneid. lib. vi. ver. 576 

And 
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And twice as deep as earth is diftant from the 
dkies. 

The rivals of the gods, the Titan race. 

Here fing’d with lightning, roll within the un- 
fathom’d fpace. 

There Tityus was to fee, who took his birth 
From heaven, his nurfing from the foodful earth. 
Here his gigantic limbs, with large embrace, 
Infold nine acres of infernal fpace. 

A ravenous vulture in his open’d fide 
Her crooked beak and cruel talons tried : 

Still for the growing liver dug his breaft ; 

The growing liver ftill fupplied the feaft. 


Then they, who brothers’ better claim difown. 
Expel their parents, and ufurp the throne 5 
Defraud their clients, and to lucre fold 
Sit brooding on unprofitable gold : 

Who dare not give, and ev’n refufe to lend 
To their poor kindred, or a wanting friend : 
Vaft is the throng of thefe j nor lefs the train 
Of luftful youths, for foul adultery flain. 

Hofts of deferters, who their honour fold, 

And bafely broke their faith for bribes of gold : 
All thefe within the dungeon’s depth remain, 
Defpairing pardon, and expeding pain. 


■ — — — Phlegyas warns the world with cries j 
(Could warning make the world more juft or 
wife,) 


“ Learn 
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“ Learn righteoufnefs, and dread the avenging 
“ deities.” 

To tyrants others have their country fold, 

Impofing foreign lords, for foreign gold. 

Some have old laws repeal’d, new flatutes made ; 

Not as the people pleas’d, but as they paid. 

With inceft fome their daughters’ bed prophan’d ; 

All dar’d the worft of ills, and what they dar’d, 
attain’d. Dry den. 

Emerging from the deep gloom of Tarta- 
rus, Eneas and the Sibyl next enter into the 
Elyfian plains, which afford a wonderful con- 
trail: to the terrific fcenes they had laft beheld. 
From darknefs they pafs into light, from dan- 
ger to fafety, and from the regions of death 
to the land of life. This paffage, as exhibited 
in the Eleufinian orgies, is thus defcribed by 
Themiftius. 

“ Entering now into the myftic dome, the 
“ afpirant is filled with horror and amaze- 
“ ment. He is feized with folicitude, and a 
“ total perplexity. He is unable to move a 
** Hep forward, or how to begin right the road, 

that is to lead him to the place he afpires 
“ to, till the prophet or conductor lays open 
** the veftibule of the temple. Being tho- 
“ roughly purified, he now difclofes to the 
“ initiated a region all over illuminated, and 
“ fhining with a divine fplendor. The cloud 

“ and 
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“ and thick darknefs are difperfed ; and the 
“ mind emerges, as it were, into day, full of 
“ light and chearfulnefs, as before, of difeon- 
“ folate obfcurlty.” 

After citing this curious defeription. Bp. 
Warburton obferves, that fuch a “ fucceffion 
“ from Tartarus to Elylium, makes Ariftides 
“ call thefe nitsmojl horrible, and mojl ravijh- 
“ ingly p leaf ant." All the ancient writers 
indeed, who treat of the Myfteries, unani- 
moufly alfert, that they began in forrow, and 
ended in joy. 

The palfage then from Tartarus to Elyfium 
was only another mode of deferibing the death 
and revivification of Bacchus, Ofiris, or Adonis. 
It reprefented the egrefs of the Noachidas 
from the gloom of the Ark, furrounded as 
they had long been with clouds and darknefs, 
to the chearful light of heaven. 

From what has been faid we may now fee 
the reafon, why the Cabiri were efteemed in- 
fernal deities ; why they were fometimes 
.ftyled Manes and Lares, words ufually fup- 
pofed to fignify the fouls of the deceafed ; and 
why their mythological mother was called 
Mania y . Manes is derived from Menes, or 
Manes , the name of the diluvian patriarch. 


v Vide fupra p. 41. 


and, 
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and, when ufed plurally, is equivalent to 
Noachida ; Lar is a contraftion of El-Ar, the 
god of light ; and Mania, or Manab, is the 
Noetic Ark. 


/ 
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CHAP. VI. 

CONCERNING THE VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 
WHICH WERE DEVOTED TO THE CABIRIC 
SUPERSTITION J PARTICULARLY ITALY, 
CRETE, SAMOTHRACE, AND TROAS. 

Since the Myfteries of the Cabiri relate 
entirely to the helio-arkite fuperftition, we 
fhall not be furprifed to find them introduced 
into a variety of different countries ; while 
the deities, in whofe honour they were cele- 
brated, were known by the feveral names of 
Cory bant es, Curetes, Idei DaByli, Cabiri , or 
* Telcbines . As fome remembrance of the flood 
feems to have been preferved by all the pof- 
terity of Noah, though it was frequently re- 
prefented as partial and confined to a parti- 
cular diflridt, inflead of being univerfal and 
unbounded ; fo the Cabiri, notwithftanding 
their being the general anceflors of all man- 
kind, were continually viewed in the light of 
mere local and appropriated deities. Thus, 
while Sanchoniatho places them in Phenicia a ; 
Herodotus makes them the fons of the Egyp- 


* Eufeb. Praep. Evan. lib. i. cap. io. 


tian 
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tian Vulcan by Cabira the daughter of Pro- 
teus, and yet alTerts, that their obfcene rites 
were communicated by the aboriginal Pelafgi 
to the Samothracians and Athenians b . Nor 
are thefe the only variations with refped to 
their country. Strabo mentions, that Some 
deduced the origin of the Curetes from Acar- 
nania, fome from Etolia, fomc from Crete, 
and others from Eubia c . Pleuronia alfo was 
inhabited by them, and was thence called 
Curetis d ; Chalcis was another of their fettle- 
ments * •, and, under the name of Idii Dac- 
,tyli, they bore a confpicuous part in the myf- 
teries of the Phrygian Cybele*. They were 
likewife worshipped at Lemnos s ; and from 

b Herod, lib. ii. cap. 51. 

c 5* Ktjptj rag rut peer Axaptaa *, rut 5* A»t»Xo»s TPpotrnfAorrut, 

xat rut (Ait ix Kpiynjf, rut 5* *| Et£o*a? to yuos utai (paoxotrut. 
Strab* Geo g. lib. x. p. 462. 

d Tit TItevputiat vrro Kupirut 0 xai Ku^int GTpoaayogevo- 

(Attit. Ibid. p. 4 65. 

• Ap^i/nap^of 5* 0 EvCoivg fieri rtfg Kepir a; it XaXxih ervuGitivcrati. 

Ibid. 

f Titag fai/Aovag 1 <mpoai roAttf Scut rug Kspirag faeit* 0 i h tea- 
geth$btTc$ rec KgijTtxa xai roe Qpvyia Itpvgyiaig rierit ifAvrtirhiyfASvoi, 
raig (Ait (Avrixais, ran; 5’ afoug, Trtpi ti Ttjr tw A 10; vraiborpofiat ti j# 
i» tjj xai Ttjf [Airtgog Sitfr o^yiaa-fAUg it ti Qgvyia, xou 

TVg wtgi nt l 5 >jr T)jr Tp«Vx>jr rovoig. Ibid. p. 4 66. 

* Kai Ta iipa rpo*-or Tira xonoTroiticrSai, ravra rt, xai rut Ta- 
fiofyaKvt, xai roc it A ifAtv, xeef aMa mXeiu, Ibid. The Tyrrhe- 
nians, who afterwards colonized Tufcany in conjun&ion with 

the 
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Samothrace, Crete, and Phrygia, their rites 
were carried to Rome, the citizens of which 
were thence denominated Quirites, or Cure- 
tes. ■ 

The Hiftory of this laft tranfadlion is one 
of the moll curious portions of ancient mytho- 
logy, and is clofely connected with the fabu- 
lous hiftory of Troy. According to Diony- 
fius of Halicarnaflus, Atlas was the firft king 
of Arcadia ; a country, which derived its 
name from Areas, fon of Callifto, and the fuc- 
ceflor of that Nu&imus h during whofe life a 
great deluge is faid to have happened *. At- 
las had feven daughters, denominated Pleiades ; 
one of whom, Ele&ra, was the concubine of 
Jupiter, and the mother of Dardanus and Ia- 
fus, or, as he was fometimes called, Iafion. 


the "Pelafgi, and brought along with them the rites of the Ca- 
bin, firft inhabited Lemnos. — Andros. Tvpaipoi yap atmjr vpu- 
voi uKiffctv. Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 608. 

M«t a h Nvx.Tifj.op awroBa vorra Ap*a<; f{t<h{«ro 0 njr 

Pauf. Arcad. p. 604. 

* Tzetzes fuppofes, that this deluge commenced at Helic& 
and Bura. Schol. in Lycoph. ver. 72. Helic£ received its 
name from the nymph Helice, one of the nurfes of Jupiter, 
who was afterwards placed in the conftellation of the lefler 
bear$ (Hyg. Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 2.) and in Bura we find 
the radical Bu, an ox, the ufual arkite fymbol. As for Nudti- 
mus, he is evidently Nuch-Tam, the perfect man Noab. See 
Gen. vi. 9. 

Iafus 
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Talus remained unmarried k ; but Dardanus 
took to wife Chryle, the daughter of Palas, 
and by her became the father of Ideus, and 
Dimas, who inherited the kingdom of Arca- 
dia from their great-grandfather Atlas. In 
their days a flood having inundated the plains, 
half of the inhabitants fled to the mountains ; 
while the other half migrated to an illand 
on the coaft of Thrace, to which they gave 
the name of Samot brace. After they had re-r 
mained there a lhort time, the greateft part 
of them crofled over into Alia, under the com- 
mand of Dardanus ; and at length Ideus, the 
Ion of that prince, led his divifion of the co- 
lonifts into the mountainous country of Ida, 
where he eftablilhed the worlhip and mylle- 
ries of the mother of the Gods, which after- 
wards became famous throughout all Phry- 
gia *. It is remarkable, that Dardanus is faid 
by Tzetzes to have left Samothrace, no lefs 
than Arcadia, on account of a flood m ; a cir- 

k Other writers however, as we {hall prefently fee, do not 
agree with Dionyfius in this particular $ but {peak of Iafus, as 
the hu{band of Ceres, or Cybele. 

1 Dionyf. Halic. Ant. Rom. lib. i. cap. 61. 

m H Asxrpac yap ATAa*To$ xa» Ato?, I aew* xa* A ap&*j>o{— 
A a^txnoi h xaTaxXua-fxd ytyowros *x 2apu>3pax>K i»* amwi^a yij* ars- 
patovra*, xa» tij 9 m Tgow */xsXAe t xTi$tw. Schol. in Lycoph, 
ver. 29. 

VOL. 1. z cumt 
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cumftance not mentioned by Dionyfius : and 
it is highly worthy of obfervation, that this 
flood was the very fame as that of Deucalion 
or Noah". Accordingly we find, that the 
Phrygian Cybele, or the Ark, whofe rites he 
introduced into Troas, was no other than Hc- 
cat&, the deity worfhipped in Samothrace °. 

The fabulous contort of Atlas was Pleione, 
the daughter of the Ocean, or, according to 
Di&ys Cretenfis, of Danaus p . The purport 
however of both thefe genealogies is precifely 
the fame ; for Danaus, as I have repeatedly 
obferved, is merely the compound title Da- 
Nau. 

With regard to the feven daughters of At- 
las and Pleion&, they are laid to have been 
purfued by Orion, during the fpace of five 
whole years, through the country of Beotia. 
At length, having invoked the affiftance of 
the gods, they were changed into doves ; and 
Jupiter, pitying their calamity, placed them 

n — ©* woti ITT* th H&Tax>>vcr[jat, —bourtparats vm rvjf 

Ihiov, x» Tec'hH'k&i to x«ToutijT9jf»oF tup KofvGarrup, Tvro b *«*o»sjor« 
erort, on xartxAv?i <ma@mp nji yvp o Ztv$ it* rw AtvxaTuupcf. Schol. 
in Lycoph. ver. 69. 

0 To ©£out*xor xaTetiiHCvv amjheuoi Tffs *P ia? f t rm Exam, i 

Aafbzros. Ibid. rer. 77. 

p Ex Pleione, Danai filia, et Atlante, Ele&ram natam, quam 
ex Jove gravidam Dardanum genuifle. Didfc. Cret. de Bello 
Troj. lib. i. cap. 9. 

among 
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among the conftellations, under the name of 
the Pleiades q . 

Atlas himfelf, according to Sanchoniatho, 
was the brother of Cronus, and Dagon ; or, 
according to the fcholiaft upon Aratus, the 
brother of Prometheus and Epimetheus, and 
the Ion of Uranus by Clymen&, daughter of 
Oceanus r . He was in Ihort, as I have already 
dated, the great folar patriarch, and the tame 
mythological character as his brethren Cro- 
nus, Dagon, Prometheus, and Epimetheus. 
Hence he was the reputed Ion of Clymen£, 
or Cula-Menah, the Noetic Ark; and hence 
Clymene herfelf was fuppofed to be the off- 
fpring of the Ocean 

Since Atlas then is the patriarch Noah, aijd 
the lame as Cronus or Sydyk, his feven daugh- 
ters muft neceljjtfily be the fame as the feven 
Cabirae, or the feven Titanides ; and the hif- 
tory of their being changed into doves in the 
land of Beotia, or the arkite heifer, mull re- 

* Qaffh h o * fxv§o i <p(pi rap ot* utto AtAaito? rytimBti- 

cav, xa* FIAmomkj tsj? ra S7xta>« Svyarpoq — T tirr&cKTcu avo 

*ra Arharrtf xa i ms IlAi thuxono mint oAa$ mavTtss xara Bo»- 
*ma» varo ra HpiawK,— xai tok Sioic ttrpof wsA«»a^a{ 

itTft eixrijpa* auras o Ztvs ms xaxosra^ttas, » t« apa- 

xfltTwriptrir. Schol. in Arat. Phoen. p. 35. 

* Schol. in Arat. Phoen. p. 33. 

3 For a more particular account of the genealogy of Atlas, 
vide fupra p. 113. 
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late entirely to the Noetic dove and the Ark. 
Accordingly the name of their fuppofed mo- 
ther Pleioiil, or Peleione, is compounded of 
Belah-Ionah, the lordly dove ; while their own 
appellation Pleiades is evidently a contra dlion 
of Peleiades *. 

I am inclined to think, that the fable of 
their being purfued by Orion points out to us 
the particular era, when the violent union of 
the two great fuperflitions was accomplifhed. 
We are informed by Cedrenus, that Orion is 
the mighty hunter Nimrod u ; who, as we 
learn from Scripture, firft attempted to efta- 
blifh an univerfal empire, and to build a lofty 
tower in honour of the hoft of heaven*; 
Hence he is univerfally fuppofed to have been 
the principal introducer of idolatry, the grand 
author of poftdiluvian apoftafy. Eratofthenes 
teaches us from Heliod, that he was the Ion 
of Neptune by Euryale the daughter of Mi- 
nos ; that he pofTefled the faculty of walking 
upon the fea, as if it were dry land ; and that 
he was a mighty hunter of wild beafts in the 

* Gr. 

u Tot cMroSfwo’avTf? ©* Acrcrv^oi, it to*j otrpoK rov ovpatov 

sr<x$*t, x«» xaXarit tlpwta.. Cedr. Hift. Comp. fol. 14. 

x See this fubje& difcufled at large in Horae Mofaicae, vol. i. 
p. 207. and for a defcription of the tower fee Herod, lib. i. 
cap. i8i. 
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ifland of Crete y . Suppofing Minos to be the 
fcriptural Noah, Orion will hold nearly the 
fame place in the poftdiluvian genealogy, that 
Nimrod does ; and as for the power of walk- 
ing fecure upon the waves, it feems to have 
been erroneoufly afcribed to him, in confe- 
quence of his devotion to the arkite worlhip. 
I have obferved, that the union of the two 
fuperftitions is frequently reprefented under 
the image of a rape ; in confequence of this 
we find, that Orion is faid to have been llain 
by Diana in the ille of Delos, on account of 
his offering violence to Opis, one of the Hy- 
perborean virgins, whofe hiftory has been al- 
ready confidered z . 

Atlas moreover was the father of Hyas, and 


* T«ro» (Qqwvot) <pycrw E vpvothw rvi xeti Tloo'U- 

Xuvos id <ou m ^oSijirai avreo Sogeaw, vrt mt» tup xv[a»tup irogsvtcrSati, 
xctfyairtp tvrt rtji y %(. — ctvrvihSev n<; KpvTyv, xat «r«£» ta? $ijpAf 
xwr,ytTUf. Erat. Cataft. £lf>iuv. — Schol. in Arat. Phoen, p. 43*""“ * 
Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 4. 

z Q^uvo<; b tpaaSuo-ot. rtptrotai, xa\ exofxKrsp e»f AijXoi— 

fl7nv t fjaav tup 'YmgGoptvp mapayepofxepup mcc^Bvup, vir 

«*© £sv$v. Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 4. Non defunt, 
qui Oriona ex Jove, Neptuno, et Mercurio, prognatum eflfe 
narrant. In corium fcilicet tauri, quem Hercules immolave- 
rat, minxerunt dii, et in terram obruerunt, unde natus eft 
Orion. Vide Hyg. Fab. 195. In hac fabula praecipud eft no- 
tanda pellis bovina, fymbolum nempe archaeum \ hiftoria vero 
ad Noachum omnino, non ad Nebrodum, pertinet. De gene- 
ratione hac bovina mox diflerendum eft. Vide infra chap, x. 
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the Hyades 1 ; which, in the fphere, are 
placed upon the forehead of the bull b , as the 
Pleiades are in his neck e . The Hyades were 
feven in number, and were fuppofed to have 
been the nurfes of Bacchus, who accordingly 
takes his ftation near them under the title of 
Hyas d . They were the fame mythological 
characters as the feven Cabirae, the feven 
Pleiades, and the feven Titanides. It is re- 
markable, that although the fcholiaft upon 
Aratus reprefents the Hyades as the offspring 
of Atlas, yet, according to Euripides, they 
were the daughters of Erechtheus c . There 
is no real difcrepancy however between thefe 
two genealogies, for as Atlas is the folar Noah, 
fo Erechtheus is the god of the Ark ; hence 
Hyginus, with perfect propriety, afferts, that 
Beotia was the mother of the Hyades f . 

* Ex rarov & t» ArAarro* Qcuth o» pv$ot xai r ct% *T aims ym&ctt, 
xcu to* v!ov Yam* — • Zev{ & arepa? avras irwvoiyKi, raf xa^ovfufst^ 
*T ahxs. Schol. in Arat. Phoen. p. 35. 

b This bull, as 1 have already obferved, was the bull of Eu- 
ropa. 

c Tot; % Tavpov to ptiToNro* avv r u wpovwrv eti *Yadi$ xotXovfxuoti 
vtq>vXfo\> irpog Ty ecvoTo/Ajj T9)f p<x%tej{, v «n*> *XF m 

cot. sTrra. Erat. Cataf. Tavfos. 

d *T»jf & i Aiow^o?. Schol, in Arat. Phcen^p. 2$. Has au- 
tem (Hyadas) Pherecydes Athenienfts Liberi nutrices efle de- 
monftrat, numero feptem. Hyg. Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 21. 

« Schol. in Arat. Phoen. p. 25. 
f Hyg. Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 21. 
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I juft obferved, that Eledtra, the parent of 
Jalion and Dardanus, was a Pleiad. In con- 
fequence of this circumftance, we find her 
conne&ed with the city of Thebah, or the 
Ark , one of the *feven gates of which received 
its name from her s . Another of the'Pleiads 
was Maia, the mother of Mercury h . Thus 
it appears, that the hiftory of Hermes, Bootes, 
Buddha, or Fohi, is very nearly related to that 
of the Pleiads 1 and Dardanus. This prince 

« The feven gates of Thebes were called Eleftra , from £ 1 - 
Oc-Tora, the divine oceanic heifer \ Ogygia , from Og, the Ocean $ 
Pretis > from Berith, the covenant \ Oncais , from One, the Otian ; 
Hypfifta, from Hip-Z’Efta* the great folar Ark } Crenis , from 
Car- Ain, the fountain of light $ and Homolois, from Ham-El, 
the burning god. Apoll. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 6 . Thefe deriva- 
tions appear to be allowable, becaufe we learn from the fcho- 
liaft upon Efchylus, that Cadmus ufed the Egyptian dialet in 
the facred rites, which he eftablifiied at Thebe9, and that the 
names of the gates were to be fought for in that language. 

**{ Qyfoas, vht ct$e> n { 3 es, xcu 0 Kotfr/uof txei uxia i, xoti tSvcn 
Tijr @ovp A$u»a, xai tv) Aiyvirna. (pwpy tuvtw tr ifjLnru 1 xti, oSev urvi 

xat oj rnv 7 \aj upoyuxc^yKretv. Schol. in Sept. cont. Thebas, 
ver. 49a. 

h Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 10. 

1 It is worthy of obfervation, that at prefent the conftella- 
tion of the Pleiads confifts of only fix Bars, which Hyginus ac- 
counts for in the following manner. £letra, the feventh 
Pleiad, wild with grief at the definition of Troy, ftarted from 
her appointed ftation j and rambling with diihevelled hair 
through the Artie circle, was changed into a comet. Poet. 
Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 21. From this fable we evidently learn, 
that at the time, when the conftellation of the Pleiads was firft 

z 4 rioted. 
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in fhort, who quitted the land of the Cabiri 
on account of a flood, and who was ftyled by 
the Samothracians, in the ancient language of 
the Myfleries, Polyarches , or Bol-Arca, the 
lord of the Ark k , like perhaps every fabulous 
founder of a primitive monarchy, is fimply 
Dar-da-Nus, the illujlrious Noah l . Accord- 
ingly, his mythological wife was called Ar 'tjba 
or Batea ra ; the firfl of which titles is Ares- 
Ba, the heifer of the folar god, and the fecond 
Bu-Dea, the divine heifer. 

With regard to the pofterity of Dardanus, 
it is certainly a mere feries of genealogical 
repetitions. Dardanus is faid to have been 
the father of Ilus, and Erichthonius j Erich- 
thonius, of Tros ; and Tros, of Ilus the young- 
er, and AfTaracus n . All thefe apparently dif- 
ferent perfons are in fadl one and the fame 


noted, a comet appeared in its vicinity, which was then too 
haflily reckoned the feventh Pleiad. 

k — Aap&otn op, op xau Uo^vap^ (poca \iys<r$ou vtto tup ty%vpwr. 

Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 916. The language of the 
Samothracians, -as we learn from Diodorus, was not Greek ; 
confequently the etymology of the word Polyarcbes muft be 
fought for in the facred dialect of the Myfleries. See Diod. 
Bibl. lib. v. p. 322. * 

1 Dar-da-Nus is the contra< 5 led form of Adar-da-Nus, as 
Derceto is of Ader-Ceto, or Atargatis. 

™ Lycoph. Caff. ver. 1308. and Tzet. in loc. 

* Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap, 11. 

mytho- 
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mythological character. Erich thonius, like 
the imaginary Athenian lover eign of that 
name, is the deity of the Ark, worlhipped 
equally at Troy, and at Athens; Tros is To- 
ros, the Noetic bull ; Aflaracus is As-Arach, 
the belio-arkite god, who was adored by the 
Babylonians under the appellation of Nifroch 
or Afaracb ° ; and Ilus, as we are plainly in- 
formed by Sanchoniatho p , is the fame as Cro- 
nus* 1 , whence, in the theology of Hindollan, 
Ila, the daughter of Satyavrata or Noah, is 
feigned to be the wife of Buddha What 
decidedly confirms the propriety of this lup- 
polition is, that the ftory of the founding of 
Thebes by Cadmus is repeated without any 
variation in the narrative of the building of 


° Vide fupra p. 123. 

P Eufeb. Praep. Evan. lib. i. cap. 10. 

* M. Court de Gebelin obferves very juftly, that this Ilus 
was the fame as the Phenician Ilus or Saturn; but I cannot 
aflent to his fuppofition, that the whole hiftory of the founding 
of Troy is a mere agricultural allegory. (Monde Primitie, 
tom. i. p. 1 66, 419 ) The whole of his work indeed is founded 
upon the erroneous principle of converting the mythology of 
the pagans into a leries of phyfical allegories. This mode of 
interpretation was doubtlefs adopted by Jamblichus, Pofphyiy, 
and the later heathens, when prefled by the arguments and ri- 
dicule of the Chriftians ; but we have no reafon to think, that 
it was the original idea of paganifm. 

r It is almoft fuperfluous to obferve, that from U us is de- 
rived Ilium . 

Troy 
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Troy by Ilus. This prince was commanded 
by an oracle to follow a fpotted heifer, and 
wherefoever it lhould lie down, there to found 
his intended city. The divine injunction was 
implicitly obeyed ; and, in purfuance of it. 
Ilium was built upon the hill of the Phrygian 
Ate*. The facred Palladium, or image of 
Minerva, was now miraculoufly fent down 
from heaven * ; of that Minerva in fine, 
whom Lycophron denominates the Pbenician 
Goddefs, and whom Sanchoniatho dcfcribes 
as the daughter of Ilus or Saturn. The Pal- 
ladium, I apprehend, was nothing more than 
a perfbnification of the divine wifdom, which 
preferved the Ark : whence it was fuppofed 
to have a peculiar influence over the deftiny 
of Troy. 

As the city of Ilium was founded by Ilus, 

• — Aofto* avru (rat Ity) r* (Sort Aiw; % pirpot xaci Pup iro»- 

jum (Pfourarrof if u v*ri£ at avrti xA»$»j rovu, vofat xti £*»f, «»- 
flriTO tjj £oV. *H & afixo/jiitti tm top toyo/jLtPOP tij s Qpvyiuf Arms Ao- 
<pot, xXtFiTasi. uroXtF xt uras IAof, TavnjF ftiF IAiof txccXsat, 

Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 11. In allufion to this circum- 
ftance, Lycophron ftyles the hills, upon which Troy was built, 
buplanoftifti, 

Atij? ait axpvp fitjTtXatoxrirut 'hotyut, 

Towp y air ap%i}f vp% Aoywr. 

Lycoph. Calf. ver. 29. 

The fame ftory of the heifer is related by his fcholiaft Tzetzes 
without any variation. Tzet. in loc. 

1 Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 11. 

fo 
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ft> its walls are feigned to have been built by 
Neptune and Apollo, or Noah confidered in 
his twofold character of a diluvian and a folar 
god ; while the Cetus, fent by the former of 
thele deities, and conquered by Hercules, 
when engaged with Telamon in the Argo- 
nautic expedition, was merely a lymbol of 
the Ark : hence Hercules is faid by Hyginus 
to have given the kingdom of Troy to Podar- 
ces, or Bud-Arc, the tauriform god of the Ark , 
who was afterwards called Priam u . The early 
hiftory indeed of the Ilienfes, like that of 
perhaps all other aboriginal nations, is limply 
a fabulous detail of the events of the deluge. 
Accordingly we are informed by Apollodorus, 
that Hus or Cronus, the fuppofed fon of Dar- 
danus, efpoufed Eurydice the daughter of 
Adraihis; and that Ihe bore to him Laomedon, 
the father of Podarces or Priam, and Titho- 
nus, the paramour of Aurora 1 . This Titho- 
nus however, the imaginary brother of Priam, 
Apollodorus afterwards alTerts to have been, 
not the lover . of Aurora, but her fon by Ce- 
phalus ; and he adds, that he was the father 
of Phaethon, and the anceftor of Adonis or 
Noah y . It is fufficiently evident therefore, 

u Hyg. Fab. 89. 

* Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 11. 

y Ibid. cap. 13. ' 

that 
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that Tithonus is purely a mythological cha- 
racter. He is in fadt Tithon-Nus, the Titanic 
Noah : while Eurydice is Ura-Daga, the JiJh 
/acred to the Sun ; and Adraftus, Adar-As- 
Theus, the illujirious deity of fire. The very 
name of Troy itfelf alludes to the arkite fu- 
perftition, Troia being a contraction of Tor- 
Aia, the land of the bull : and, with a fimilar 
allufion to the folar devotion, its citadel feems 
to have been called Pergamus, in honour of 
P’Ur-Cham, the blazing Sun ; and the coun- 
try, in which it was fituated, Phrygia , as be- 
ing Ph’Ur-G’Aia, the land of the illujirious 
fire*. 

The early hiftory of Troy then being thus 
entirely mythological, we fhall not wonder to 
find a curious legend preferved among the 
Ihenies, which precifely refembles thofe of 
Perfeus, Telephus, Anius, and Bacchus. We 
leam from Conon, that Tennes and Hemithea 
were the children of Cycnus king of Troas. 
This prince, having loft his firft wife, efpoufed 
a fecond, who conceived an adulterous paflion 
for her fon-in-law. Tennes however refufed 
to comply with her defires ; upon which the 

* Hence the following kindred words have all a relation to 
fire or drynels. Qfvyatx., v\vi Xism xa* (ti p«— ^ tyvyw a 
— 4>pt/yio», ivpor—QpuxTx, vxTopa, wvfxaia 

Xapiraf. xuv Hefych. 

enraged 
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enraged queen accufed him to her hufband 
of the very crime, of which lhe herfelf had 
been guilty. Cycnus immediately appre- 
hended his Ion, and inclofed him within an 
ark, along with his filler Hemithea, who had 
too unguardedly expreffed her forrow at the 
misfortunes of her brother. The ark was call 
into the fea, and at length drifted on fhore 
upon an illand, which from Tennes, or Ten- 
Nus, the fjh-god Noah, was afterwards called 
\ Tenedos a . 

I lhall now return to lafus or Jafion, the 
brother of Dardanus. This prince is faid by 
fome to have been {truck with lightning for 
attempting the chaftity of Ceres b ; but others 
fuppofe him to have been beloved by that 
goddefs c , who bore him a fon named Plutus d . 
Plutus or Pluto e was one of the Cabiri, and 


* Conon. Narrat. 29. 

* laptop f/Ltp Ar)fjiv)Tgoi fgacrSfiS XBgavHVTai* Tzet. in Lycoph. 
ver. 29. 

c E?r* & I ctvtm AnpriTrip. Clem. Alex. Cohort, ad Gent, 
p. 28. Kat @(ot ov I cunupa ioocm Aija;. Nonni Dionyf. 

lib. v. p. 108. See likewife Athen. Deipnof. lib. xiii. p. 566. 

riXtfTor 5b ytftaSui (peter ip ip T§»7ro5w rriq Kpjrrjf ix A»jpjT£ 0 $ xxt 

lanvtos. Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. v. p. 343. See alfo Schol. ia 
Theoc. Idyll, x. ver. 19. 

e That Plutus was the fame as Pluto appears from the 
united teftimony of Cicero, Fulgentius, and Julius Firmicus; 

Cic. 


Digitized by Google 



A DISSERTATION 
% 


35 ° 

the lame perfcn in fa& as his imaginary fa- 
ther, whom I apprehend, like his brother 
Dardanus, to be no other than the great pa- 
triarch. Jafion is alfo the fame as Triptole- 
mus, or Tor-Ip-Tol-Am, the folar deity of the 
Ark ; whence they are both faid to have been 
favourites of Ceres, and both to have firft 
lowed the earth with grain f . He feems more- 
over to be nearly allied to the fabulous leader 
of the celebrated Argonautic expedition j 
whence he is even called Jafon, both by Co- 
non 6 , and by Clemens Alexandrinus h . The 
name, however varied and corrupted, is com- 
pounded of As- On, the blazing Sun 

It is remarkable, that Io or Ills, though ge- 
nerally efteemed the daughter of Inachus, is 
alfo defcribed as the offspring of a perfon de- 


Cic. dc Nat. Deor. lib. ii. cap. 26. — Fulg. Mythol. lib. *. 
cap* 4. — Jul. Firm, dc Err. Prof. Rel. p. 17. 

{ Qacn yip <nrctpwr*f vvo I aawtof, Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. V . 
P* 34 3 - 

* Aaftavo $ xat lacrm i>rw A*o$ »| HAixt pas rij? ArAam- 

TetfAfiSpaKnr no* nxro*. Con. Narrat. 21. 

h £sr» £1 lawn Anfwntp* Clem. Alex. Cohort, ad Gent, 
p. 28. 

1 This point will be difeuded more fully hereafter. Vide 
infra chap. viii. Jafion was alfo called Eetion , which is a word 
of the very fame import ; Ait-On being only the Chaldaic 
form of As<On. 

nomi- 
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nominated lafus , who was the fon of Triops. 
The father of thisTriops was Phorbas; Phorbas 
and Pirafus were the children of Argus; Argu* 
was the grandfon of Phoroneus ; and Phoro- 
neus was the fon of Inachus k The whole 
of the preceding genealogy is entirely my- 
thological. Inachus, Phoroneus, and Argus, 
are all equally the patriarch Noah ; Pirafus is 
P’Ares, the Sun; Phorbas is Ph’Or-Ob-As, the 
burning folar ferpent ; Triops is Tor-Op, the 
ophite god of the tauric Ark ; Agenor is Ag- 
Ain-Or, the folar deity of the ocean ; and laflly 
Io, or Ifis, is the Ark l . 

Diodorus Siculus informs us, that Jafion 
efpoufed Cybele, who is the fame as Ceres, 
and by her became the father of Corybas and 
the Corybantes. After his tranflation into 
heaven, his brother Dardanus, Cybel&, and 
Corybas, brought the Samothracian myfteries 
into Phrygia m . It appears then, that Jafion 

k Qogwiflt tp tv) yn return (fciL AgyoXih) yttirSat *£vtop' 1 px%op 
h ovx apfya, aXha top wvrxpop, wxrt^x mat Q>op*>PU-*—Apyo$ h Qopv- 
nuf SvyaTp&ovfj (HcwiXtvcxf ptra Qo^ypta, otpopeurtp avrov tkp 
yvpxp, Apyov h Tln^aaoi yiprrou xxt QogGccs' <Pop£apro{ T^tonras* 

T jw* lettro; xeu Ayrjpwp. I at ptp ovp latrov Bvyxmp. Pauf. Co- 
rinth. p. 144, 145. 

1 Hence, in the progrefs of genealogical repetition, Ihe is 
faid to have been the daughter of Argia and Inachus. Hyg. 
Fab. 145. Argia however and Io are equally the Noetic Ark. 

m $*01 h to p letcwpa ynpxtrx ytprnrai KopvGxprxf. ^ 

lxruvof 
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is the father of the Cabiri, and confequently 
the Sydyk or Noah of Sanchoniatho. Hence 
we find, that his fuppofed fon Corybas is fa- 
bled to have efpoufed Thebah, or the Ark , 
the daughter of Cilix ; and to have given the 
title of Corybantes to the priefts of his mother 
Cybele". From Jafion or Jafus, the bay of 
Priene, celebrated for the mythological voyage 
of the Phenician ftatue, received its name of 



h IK 9f«t iurar»rtti(, AapS'atoi xai KuCiAm xtu KopCarra 
fitTaxofAHTCti n; Ttj V Aatav vet tijc pyrgog vuv Stctv tspa, xatt avvccva 

fat et( Qpvy tar. Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. v. p. 3 23. Sec alfo Strab. 
Geog. lib. vii. p. 33 *• 

n Tor <$£ I topvQavja rug vtti rots ry; pyrgos ttgots trSurtotcrxpTae 
iavrov KogvGanats mpo<Txyopev<rui • yyptxt h 0y£y* vyp KtXtxos 

Svyavtp*. Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. v. p. 323. This Cilix was 
the fon of the Phenician Agenor, and the brother of Cadmus, 
and Europa. He was fuppofed to have given his name to Ci- 
licia. Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 1 . Hence we plainly fee 
the reafon, why Thebah was feigned to be his daughter 5 and 
Why the inhabitants of Cilicia affected, that the fabulous mon- 
ger Typhon was produced from a cave in their country. Ty- 
phon, as we have repeatedly obferved, was merely the diluvian 
ocean. 

Tor yyyspy n KtXttttue otKyto^x 
AvTfVP »$Wr uxvttgu, fxiov Ttgxs 
'Zxxvopraxxpyvop •mpog ptxp ^etpov^st or 
TvQvpa Sovpoe, wxffte os xvrery Siok, 

Zfxtphatrt yxfJuQyhata’t cvptfy r <po ror. 

ALfchyl. Prom. Vine. ver. 351. 

0 Vide fupra p. 108. 


As 
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As for Samothrace, the land of Jafion, Dar- 
danus, and the Cabiri, it was anciently called 
Samos p , and was inhabited by a primitive race 
of men q . Thefe had a peculiar language of 
their own, which prevailed in their facred 
rites 1 : whence originated the injunction of 
the Magian oracle, not to change barbarous 
names s ; and the declaration of Plato, that 
the Greeks borrowed many words from the 
barbarians, the etymology of which would be 
vainly fought for in their own tongue 1 . The 
Samothracians,' in the time of Diodorus, had 
faithfully preferved an account of the deluge, 
which overflowed their country, and obliged 
Dardanus to migrate into Troas u . This cir- 
cumftance is mentioned by Nonnus, but, like 
Tzetzes, he eftecms the Samothracian flood, 
the third which had happened ; a miftake 


p Samos was fo denominated in honour of Sames, (itfDl*) 
the Sun . It was efteemed peculiarly facred to Juno, or the 
dove. Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 1S7. 

^ Tavrye (EotytoB^ccxn jr) typ pyaop ipioi pep Qotai ro 1 sraXatov Tocfxo p 
OPOfMtcrBypat — uxyaetp be avryp avTo^Bove^ aeBgein roi. Diod. Bibl. 
lib. v. p. 321. 

r E(%y xowt be aratXatat tbtae btee^exrop 0 1 avTo%Bopef, croAAa w 
Bvo-t&tf fjte%pt t a eve rypetr a». Ibid. p. 322. 

s Vide fupra p. 116. 

1 Vide fupra p. 117. 

u Ol be Za/xoBgocx vpo ruv Trochee rote aAAoK yeeopev up xot- 
TccxXverfjuap, btpoe exet piycte yeeeaBat. Diod. Bibl. lib. v. p. 322. 

vol. 1. a a eafily 
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eafily accounted for, when we recolledt, that 
moft nations have changed the primitive tra- 
dition of an univerfal deluge, into a belief of 
one, that was only partial and appropriate. 

TXurru xX*h>ov eXuirtv e%ttv x.xj rxtprrQct, K«t Geigav 

A apfewof,—— 

■ ore TfiiTcLTis xuirif 

K v/ncuri vsv^yuB'eia-a, x,arexXv<rev etyctva, xo<r/M x . 

Jafion moreover was not only connected with 
Dardanus, but, as we are exprefsly informed 
by Paufanias, was one of the Idei Dadtyli, 
Curetes, or Cabiri ; and the brother of Her- 
cules, Peonius, Epimedes, and Idas y . Hence 
he is laid by Apollodorus to have efpoufed 
Clymene, or Gula-Menah, the Noetic Ark ; 
who was fuppofed to be the daughter of Mi- 
nyas, or Menu, the anceftor of the Minyae *. 
By her he became the father of the huntrefs 
Atalanta *. 


* Nonni Dionyf. lib. iii. p. 59. 

y h *Pi otv ra vau$o{ t>?» (ppspot* toi? I&rt- 

otf AaxriAot;, xoAh/aijok & rot? av tok Tarot; x&t Kapwru' 

& avrvf rye K£ut»x»k, H^axXi a, xa» Tlanmop, xat 

Iaoiox ti, xat I^a». Pauf. i. Eliac. p. 39 1. 

* Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 9. 

a Her hiftory muft be referred, till the radical Hifb is taken 
into jconfideration. Clymen£, as we have feen, was alfo the 
reputed mother of Atlas, and the daughter of Oceanus. 

There 
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- •ArctXctnriv 

K ngtjv I curtoio ovoxtovov Apkeurifcto K 

He is likewife feigned to be the fon of Argus, 
and the brother of Piranthus, or P’Aran-Thus, 
the god of the Ark ; while Io, whom we have 
" .already conlidered, both as his daughter, and 
, as the daughter of Inachus, is further faid by 
Hefiod and Acufilaus to be the offspring of 
Piren c . Thefe varying accounts can only be 
reconciled upon the fuppolition, that fuch an- 
cient genealogies are in reality mere fables. 
Io, being the Ark, is indifferently defcribed 
as the child of Inachus, or Noah ; of Jafion, 
or the patriarch worfhipped in conjun&ion 
with the Sun ; and of Pirenus, or the arkite 
Noah. She is uniformly however faid to be 
the daughter of a king of Argos d , and the 
prieftefs of Juno, the dove-, by whom fhe was 
changed into a heifer, or, according to Efchy- 


There is no real difcrepancy however between the two ac- 
counts. 

b Callim. Hymn, in Dian. ver. 215. 

c Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 1. 

d Iw /3acr*X«i/$ ruv Afyewt w Svyccr rp. Palaeph. in Incred. Hid. 
cap. 43. The name Io feems to be a contra6lion of lonah, the 
dove \ whence' alfo Ionia, which Apollodorus fays was fo called 
from Io. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. I have already noticed the in- 
tercommunion of the heathen goddefles. 

a a 2 lus. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



3 S 6 


A DISSERTATION 


lus, into a monfter compounded of a woman 
and a heifer. 

B poroi 3* ol yet$ tot vrctv evvopioi, 

XA upu S'eifj.ctTi S’vficv 
Tlctfaovr , o\p/v ctt/tyti, 

Botov ero^uvres ^uo^e^ec /luPouo^otov, 

Tctv fjoev (Zoos, 

T av J" out yvvcoiKos * Tenets J" t^etfiZav e . 

This compound figure is an hieroglyphic of 
the fame import and nature, as that of Der- 
ceto : the only difference between them is, 
that, in one cafe, the fymbolical ox, and, in 
the other, the fymbolical fifh, is joined to the 
woman. In this fhape Io rambled through 
Ionia, and feveral other countries both of 
Europe and Afia. At length, in Egypt, fhe 
recovered her priftine form ; and became the 
mother of Epaphus, and the wife of Telego- 
nus f . The wearifome journey, to which fhe 
was compelled by the divine impulfe of Juno B , 

t 

• Supplic. ver. 574. 

f Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 1 . According to Strabo how- 
ever, fhe became a mother in Eubea. Strab. Geog. lib. x. 

P - 4 t 5 * 

g H^a & rrj @oi oirgo* e/u&tXfct. Apollod. Bibl. lib ii. cap. 1. 
Efchytus introduces Io, bewailing, in a very ftriking manner, 
the fatal impulfe, which compelled her to wander* 

A «, sa see' 

Xgie* tk ctv fit t aAauar 0 *rpo?, 

Apyov yzytwg a\t v u $01, 

QcGovfictf 
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relates, I apprehend, only to the voyage of the 
Ark ; and her marriage with Telegonus, or 
Tel-Og-On,/^<? folar god of the ocean , is merely 
the allegorical nuptials of the Ark and the 
arkite deity. 

Such is the hiftory of the mythological 
founders of Troy ; a hiftory connected at once 
with the Argonautic expedition, and with the 
Hellenic fables refpeCting the princes of Argolis 
and Arcadia. Let us next proceed to trace 
the introduction of the Cabiric myfteries into 
Italy, by the Pelafgi, the Lydians, the Cretans, 
the llienfians, and the Argonauts h . 

I have obferved, that- Pelafgus, the reputed 
father of the Pelafgi, was the patriarch Noah' ; 


<^oQov^aj rov pv^iuitov uffopaiffec fiovrccv. 

O & 'aroptverai ^ofaov 0/xpf i^wr, 

Ov xarSurovTcc yxta xtvBe^ 

A'K'hx (At t xv rahxivxv s£ avepuv mpuv 
Ki/pjjyin*, in’hxvx r« vvrw xvx rxv 'mxpxhixv 
Yajx/xo>, Into xv ^oirXafoi onrtoQei £b vx% 

A^grxt virvo^orxv vofxov’ w i u, iroi ito\, 

lift;, iru, itu, irv) /x* xyovtri 'tvKtirhctyxToi irhxvoi f 

Prom. Vine. ver. 568. See alfo v. 700. 785. 
h I do not mean to fay, that the Argonauts ever literally 
failed to Italy, for the whole of their voyage feems to be purely 
fabulous ; but the very early introdu6tion of the Cabiric myf- 
teries into that' country appears from the fi6lion of the Argo- 
nauts having touched upon it. For an account of this famous 
voyage, vide infra chap. viii. 

* Vide fupra p. 93. 

a a 3 and 
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and I conjecture, that, in allufion to the de- 
luge, he derived his name from Pelagim, 
Jireams of water. With regard to his fuppofed 
defendants, the Pelafgi, all ancient writers, 
as we learn from Strabo, unanimoufly allow, 
that they formerly fpread themfelves over the 
whole of Greece, and particularly over that 
diftridt of Theflaly, which was poflfefled by 
the Eolians. Ephorus thinks, that they were 
originally Arcadians k ; and that they adopted 
a military, in preference to a paftoral life. 
They fent colonies into Crete ; and all that 
part of Theflaly, which lies between the river 
Peneus and Thermopylae, as far as the moun- 
tainous country in the neighbourhood of Pin- 
dus, bore the appellation of Pelafgic Argos, on 
account of the empire which they had there 
eftablilhed Homer reprefents them, as feated 
at Larifla m , or Lares- Ai, the land of the La - 


k That is, vjorjhlfpers of the Ark . 

1 h TltXctcryef, or* put a^yjxiot ro tpv Aot xccra njf EXAa^a 
TroLfimicoKaoi, xai pa\tra vraga, roif AtoXevot r ok xatrcc GtrraXtat, 
c/xoAoyttcm arratrs^ t^eht T*. No h < ptiav E( pogot, ro atsxaStt 
Apxa&ue otrocf ihtaSctf r^anunxot ( 3 tot — Tvf Kgnruf nroixot ytyota* 
at — K at ro TltXaoyixot Apyo?, v Qtrru\ia Atytretf, ro fura£v rut 
sfJooXuv ro v Ylyntov, nett rut Gegpoirvhut, suf rv( oputyf t>k xac rot 
Tlit^ot, ha ro cTra^arrut rot rut rarut Tlifatcryovf . Strab. Geog. 
lib. v. p. 220. 

m Iwwo3oof h ay i $vba rishacyat ty^tapiuput, 

Tut o i Axptooat t p&uhaxu tauraaoxot. Iliad, ii. 840. 

res. 
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res or folar Cabin"; Efchylus affirms, that 
they came originally from Argos in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mycenas ; Ephorus mentions, 
that Peloponnefus was alfo denominated Pe- 
lafgta; Euripides fays, that the Pelalgi re- 
ceived their more modern title of Danat 
from Danaus, who migrated from Egypt to 
Argos ; and Anticlides relates, that they firft 
inhabited Lemnos and Imbrus, whence fome 
of them failed into Italy along with Tyrrhe- 
nus the fon of Atys °. According to Strabo, 
they were the moft ancient people of Greece ; 
from which affertion we are led to conclude, 
that they were the aboriginal inhabitants of 
' that peninfula, being feated there long before 
the arrival of the Egyptian colonifts q . - This 

n Lar is El-Ar, the Solar God . 

° Aw^t/Aoj y ex rov Trepi Mvxti tots Agyaq (pwn tt I xer\a\t ij Aottoti- 
<n to yttog ctvrut. Kai rnt TIehoTrotrn&ot 5k, Tle\aoyia.r (fruit "Efopog 
xou Et^wi^jc 5" it AgxeXotv (fritrit, ort 
Acttaos, o njetTnxovrot Svyctreput njxrnp, 

EA&ur e$ Apyo;, uxiaet \toty>3 
Hehctay iurotg 5 uvo^ctap ittovg to vpit, 

Aavctovg xocfaivScci tofxot s^yxst. 

At Tix^ei^jf 5e irpurovg frjait avr ov; rot mpi Aistov xoti Jfj&pot xncrcti' 
xetf 5i ? rovrot ntotg, xoti perot Tvp^tov rov Arvo; eig It otMott avtxpcti, 
Strab. lib. v. p. 221. 

p O l 5* IliXaayoi *rut Trepi rnt *E>Aa5a Svtotrev voter ut agxcttorotrot 
Xeyovrou. Strab. lib. vii. p. 327. The whole indeed of Greece 
was formerly called Pelafgia — rnt tvt *EXXa5o$, Trpore^ot 5« UeXotv- 
yint KcthovfA.etY}s rn$ otvrrft rxvrnt - — Herod, lib. ii. cap. $ 6 . 

a a 4 fup- 
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fuppofition is confirmed by the exprefs decla- 
ration of Herodotus, that they fpoke a totally 
different language from the Hellenes' 1 . Hence 
I conceive the ancient Pelafgi to have been 
the children of Japhet, by whom the ifles of 
the Gentiles were peopled 1 ; while the Hel- 
lenes, as it appears from the unanimous con- 
fent of Hiftorians s , came from Egypt, and 
muft therefore be efteemed the progeny of 
Ham *. 

Herod, lib. i. cap. 37. 

r I cannot affent to Mr. Bryant's fuppofition, that the Pelafgi 
were an Ammonian face. 

* Diod. Bibl. lib. i. p. 23. et lib. v. p. 329. — Herod, lib. ii. 
cap. 91. et lib. vi. cap. 34. — Pauf. Att. p. 93, 106. — Tzet. 
Chil. v. Hift. xviii. p. 91. — Syncel. Chronog. p. *38. 

t The very learned and ingenious Col. Vallancey fuppofes 
on the one hand, that the Pelafgi penetrated, along with the 
defendants of the Dodanim, into Ireland y and on the other 
hand, that they were the fame race as the fcriptural Philif- 
, tines j while the no lefs ingenious Capt. Wilford conje&ures, 
that the Philiftines were a colony of the Indian Palli. Thefe 
feveral opinions will be found perfe&ly compatible with the 
lyftem, which I have adopted refpedling the Pelafgi. I ap- 
prehend this people to be a Celtic or Japhetic tribe, and the 
aboriginal inhabitants of Greece. Accordingly, as they were 
termed Pelagim , or Pelagians , partly from their devotion to the 
arkite Myfteries, and partly from their planting the ifles of the 
Gentiles 5 fo the Celtae, Galli, or Galatae, derived their name 
either from Cal, the Ark , or from Galim, the waves of the fea. 
(The radical Cal or Cul will be difcuffed at large hereafter. 
Vide infra chap, vii.) With regard to the Palli, I conceive 
them to have been a branch of the Celto-Scythians, for they 

are 
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The Pelafgi are faid to have been joined, in 
their expedition to Italy, by the Tyrrheni, or 
Lydians j whence the two nations naturally 
became connected with each other, and were 


are evidently confidered as a diftinft race From the Hindoos. 
Such alfo was the cafe with the Philiftines. Hence the LXXl 
well knowing, that they were of a different line from the Ca- 
naanites the defcendants of Ham, invariably denominate them 
AOofbyl't , or men of another tribe , that is to fay, of another trib* 
than thofe of the Canaanites, Perizzites, or Hivites. Thus far 
I have the happinefs of agreeing with Col. Vallancey; but I 
doubt whether the Danai were the fame as the Irifh Dadanas, 
or fcriptural Dodanim ; for, if there be any truth in hiftory, 
the Danai came from Egypt, not from Chaldea. It is proper 
for me to obferve, that Col. Vallancey derives the word Pelafgi 
from the Irifh or Celtic Felafge, a wanderer. Such an appel- 
lation certainly defcribes their charafter very accurately 5 the 
reader therefore will judge for bimfelf, whether he prefers this 
etymology, or the former one. It is poflible, that the Phallus 
received its name from the Palli, Pelafgi, or Paleftini. How 
much the Pelafgi were add ifted to the phallic worfhip, the rea- 
der will fhortly be informed. Miphletzeph, the idol of Maachah, 
(1 'Kings xv. 13.) feems to be Ma-Phallafath, tbe great phallic 
goddefs . I think, that fhe was rather Venus or Mylitta, than 
Priapus, as Selden fuppofes. (See Seld. de Diis Syris, Synt. ii. 
cap, 5.) Perhaps however we ought to derive Palli, Pelafgi ? 
Palejlini, neither from Peleg nor Felafge ; but to deduce thefe 
feveral appellations from Phallus , rather than, what 'I juft 
obferved, vice verfa. It certainly is not improbable, that 
( thofe nations were fo called from their worfhip of the Phal- 
lus, fince the Hindoos aflure us, that, the Ionians or Yonijas 
received their name from theit devotion to the myfteries of the 
Yoni. 


fome- 
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fometimes, as we learn from Dionyfius of 
HalicarnalTus, even cohfidered as one and the 
fame people \ Sophocles accordingly, in a 
fragment of the tragedy of Inachus , mentions 
them as fuch. 

Ivet %e yevvctrup, 7rcti xpivuv 
II *T(>of i Ixectvn , /j-iya, a^etdotvav 
Apyxf rf yveiii, 'Hpa? re nayoi?, 

K <ti Tvpjrivann neXouryois x . 

Hail Inachus, thou fon of hoary Ocean ! 

Great is thy name throughout Junonian Argos, 
And dear to the Tyrrhenian Pelafgi. 

In Italy, they feated themfelves upon the 
banks of the lake Cotyle, the floating ifland 
of which I have already conjc&ured to be of 
the fame nature as that in the vicinity of the 
Egyptian Buto y . Here, during the prevalence 
of a famine with which their new fettle- 
ments were affli&ed, they vowed tenths to 
Jupiter, Apollo, and the Cabiri. 

Thp leader of the Pelafgi and the Lydians, 
in this expedition, was Tyrrhenus or Tyrfe- 
nus, who was fuppofed by fome to have been 


11 Exateflo $£ Into ruv ctfavv atS^unrui, tk ts xjvfcts tmx\% an ap* 
W (^avirricav, xctt tov TtaXawv yews /awj/xjj, ol uv ro» Tvtfwoi xai IIs- 

Tuwryo*. Dion. Halic. Ant. Rom. lib. i. cap. 2$. 
x Soph, apud Dion. Halic. Ant. lib. i. cap. 25. 
y Vide fupra p. 61, 65. 

the 
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the fbn of Atys or Attis king of Lydia z ; by 
others, of Hercules a ; and by others of Te- 
lephus, who, as we have feen, was born of 
Hercules and Auge, and was expofed along 
with his mother in an ark. The fecond fon 
of Telephus was Tarchon b . 

With regard to thefe varying genealogies 
it may be obferved, that Hercules, Attis, and 
Telephus, are in fadt one and the fame per- 
fon, being all equally the patriarch Noah : 
accordingly we find, that Attis is reprefented 
as the paramour of Cybele, the great arkite 
mother of the hero-gods. Attis in lhort was 
no other than Bacchus c ; and the Ihamelels 
rites, attached to his fervice, appear to have 
originated, partly perhaps from a tradition of 
the crime committed by Ham againft his fa- 
ther, but principally from a notion, that the 
Ark was the confort of Noah. The ancient 
mythologies confidered this veflel in the light 
of an univerfal mother to the renovated hu- 
man fpecies, and the patriarch in that of a 


2 Tvgamvos, xeu Avoog, Arvos wretv, rov Avfrvt @otariXtus. 

Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 1351. 

a Tyrrhenus Herculis filius. Hyg. Fab. 274. 
b Tvpanvici $t y iTaXia, a,7ro f Tvg<mvov rov Tyfcpov viov— Hpx m 
nXtovs xuf Avyins tijc Svyargog A\tov, nous TjjAi^os* Tqfafov xaf 

Tuqxm xu\ Ttp<7)jvof. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 1237, 1242. 

c Tot A to rvcro* rmq Amt ngKrayogivsoSat SiAow**, cuhtvr ifspv m 

fitter. Clem. Alex. Cohort, ad Gent. p. i 6 . 

fa- 
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father : whence they were adored in the 
Myfteries under lymbols, by which, not only 
genuine religion, but even common decency, 
was moft fcandaloufly outraged d . 

d De origine fuperftitionis phallicae, a famofo quodam li- 
bello, non minus impio quod ad fidem Chriftianam, quam fpur- 
co et impudico quod ad bonos mores attinet, prorfus difientio. 
In hoc fcilicet littello, phalli myfteria ad univerfae naturae vim 
genialem paflim referuntur : mihi vero contra ad diluvium 
omnino pertinere videntur $ ficut enim Arcae vulva, ita Noaci 
phallus erat fymbolum. Inter Tyrrhenos igitur five Lydos, 
Pelafgorum focios, necnon inter Indos, Hierapolitanos, atque 
Corybanticos, invaluere quaedam fabulae, unde aperte liquet 
myfteria phailica eadem efte quae myfteria Cabirica five ar- 
chica. 

u Apud Timotheum non ignobilem theologorum virum,” 
verba funt Arnobii, “ necnon apud alios aeque do6tos, fuper 
€t magna deorum matre, fuperque facris ejus, origo haec fita 
“ eft, ex reconditis antiquitatum libris et ex intimis eruta, 
“ quemadmodum ipfe fcribit, infinuatque myfteriis. In Phry- 
“ giae finibus iriauditae per omnia vaftitatis petra, inquit, eft 
“ quaedam, cui nomen eft Agdus , regionis ejus ab indigenis ftc 
*' vocata : ex ea lapides fumptos, ficut Themis mandaverat 
te praecinens, in orbem mortalibus vacuum Deucalion ja6lavit 
lx et Pyrrha : ex quibus cum caeteris et haec, Magna quae di- 
t€ citur, informata eft Mattr, atque animata divinitus.” — Re- 
liqua pars fabulae minime patet, donee infortunium Agdeftidis 
narrat Arnobius. “ Fit, ut infolita re (nempe vino) vi6lus, 

“ Agdeftis foporem in altiflimum deprimatur. Adeft ad infi- 
tc dias Liber, ex fetis feientiftime complicatis unum plantae in- 
€l jicit laqueum, parte altera proles cum ipfis genitalibus occu- 
“ pat : exhalata ille vi meri corripit fe impetu, et adducente 
“ nexus planta, fuis ipfe fe viribus, eo, quo fuerat, privat fexu.” 
(Arnob. adv. Gent. lib. v. p. 157.) In hac fabuja quanquam 

in- 
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The, Pelafgi are faitl by Herodotus to have 


interefle quoddam Agdeftidi Liber videtur, nihilominus Ag- 
deftis ifte deviratus procul dubio ell Attis five Bacchus. Hinc 
re6te Clemens : To» A unvaov rmg Att»v irgocayopeveaSou van, 
AlAOIfiN ESTEPHMENON. (Cohort, ad Gent p. 1 6.) Hinc 
etiam Ovidius : 

Deque viro fias nec foemina, nec wiry ut Attys, 

Et quatias molli tympana rauca manu. 

Ibis, ver. 455. 

Hinc idem Clemens : Tocvtoc o* Qgvytq TeXeaxacmr ArJthj kcu Kt>- 
&\yi, xa» KopvGucri*. (Cohort, p. 13.) Sicut igitur Agdeftis 
live Attis Noacus, ita Cybele magna mater live Area. Vo- 
cula autem Agdeftis vel Agdus ell Ag-Dus, deus Oceani 5 lapif- 
qile Agdus, nihil aliud quam cubus archaei Mercurii. 

Valent etiam apud Indos eadem mylleria phallieo-ar- 
chica. Inter diluvium fcilicet to Yoni, five vulva, formam 
navis Arghae, (hoc ell Arcae Noeticae,) fertur induifle, Lingam 
interea live Phallo mali officium fibi vindicante. (Afiat. Ref. 
vol. vi. p. 523.) Notandum ell Phallum Maha-Devae, qui 
Oliris vel Noacus folaris procul dubio eft, facrum in primis ha- 
berij (Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. ii. p. 138, 1 66.) unde in facello 
fpeluncae Elephanticae apud Bombaiam fymbolum hoc impu- 
rum adhuc videre licet. (Ibid. p. 156.) Hinc evenit, ut’ 
Maha-Deva Noeticus, in tabellis Indicis, media nave Argha 
haud raro fefe erigat, vicefque mali aut ithy phalli ipfe gerat. 
(Aliat. Ref. vol. vi. p. 323.) 

Eadem necnon mylleria apud Hierapolitanos invaluere 5 fa* 
maque crebra pervulgata fuit, quod quidem animadverlione eft 
praecipue dignum, a Baccho feu Noaco fuilfe inftituta in per- 
petuam Deuoalionis diluvii memoriam. Ta & 'mpoTrvXouct to* 
l(> cv, ts ctvsfji.09 Bops rj aTroy.enpiVTCu, psysSos ocrov n ixoltop opyvauv, 
tovt qw tok irpo7TLjKoiO‘i xai oi $othhcn ifaai, Aiowcrof eryo’dlo, 
vfriixw xa* ol$t TpwxotTwp opyvisuv. — E$ tqvtsmv top e»u otvrip 

ly.ctrov ertoq aitepfcsTat, ow.m r t iv ctygu tu tpaXhu ygovop Itftoc. r»/z 6 - 

%wv. Tot nempe dies inter fingulos ex area columbae volatus 

inter- 
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formerly occupied Samothrace, and to have 


interfucrunt. — AAAokte ^oxeee xctt rotbt Ae vxctKwtog etnxat iron i- 
&at, sxeinjf £vf*$ognf fxrnf^otru, oxote ei eteSpejf rot eg r ct upset xai eg ret 
vtphftnxsot tup btvbpev* t)ii<ray, to tzrotoo* i/bvp oppubtotrtg. (Luc. de 
l?e a Syra, fedl. 28.) In Hierapoli aedes fuit' celeberrima Deae 
Syrae, a Lydo Attide Rheae dicata ; Attis fcilicet orgia Phry* 
gibus, Lydis, ct Samothracibus, tradidit : alii vero fe perfuafos 
habuerunt a Semiram ide conditum fuifle templum, matrique 
Derceto dicatum. (Ibid. fe&. 14, 1 j.) Haec autem Derceto 
live Rhea, licuti jam antea monftravimus, Venus eft marina, 
id eft Area Noeticaj Semiramifque, columba. Bene ergo do- 
cet Hefychius j Etfjupetftig 9 vtptrtpat opnog. 

Quoniam igitur phallica fuperftitio a diluvio originem 
duxit, apud myftas veneratione habita eft maxima area quae- 
dam, veretrum Bacchi continens, haud aliter quam navis Ar- 
gha phallum Maha-Devae. Hanc nefandam idololatriam fe- 
cum in Hetruriam tulerunt facerdotes Corybantici. K stGupovg 
be rovg KopvGarrotf xu\ovrrsg y xcu TthsvTyt K aGtipixyv xctretyythXuaui’ 
stvru ya<> bn rurta res etbth<poxTovv f tijf xtpj* anXofAivu, ef n to t« Ae- 
owaov ettbonv etvexet to, ee? T vppnnetp xetmyctyovi tvxAeovg e/xwo^oe (fop - 
T»8* xetrrstvSct bltTg&smt, (pvyctbe oft e, t»jf voXvTSptmrov svaeGeutg b- 
betcxoAiot*, subnet xsti xepjf, Spnrxsvew votpjtStfjLtw T vetoes. (Clem. 
Alex. Cohort, ad Gent. p. 16.) 

Haec Phalli myfteria, tefte Herodoto, primum apud Graios 
inftituit Melampus, Bacchi five Noaci honoris caufa : ipfo 
nempe Melampo a Cadmo, Phcenicibufque, initiato. Orgia 
autem phallico-Cabirica prius nota erant Pelafgis, quam in 
Graeciam fefe contulerunt /Egyptiaci Hellenes. 'Etonai yetp bn 
JAeXuftvovs cr«F 0 t^nyno‘ci(jiS90s ru Aiovvercv t owoy.ot 9 xau Tur Svcrintj 

XOtl TW VOfJ MV)* TOV QctXhoV. 0n/§e<7$etl be fXOt box EEE ftotheret 

vug ret vreg 1 to* Aioevaov Teapot K . etbftov re rov Tvpnv, xot\ tup aw etv - 
ru ex <bomxns ex.nuxoy.epup eg tvp pvp BoEWTEa* xuhtoyepnp %upetp.— Tov 
be ‘Epytu rot uyuXyura 0 fiat i^eef rot oubotet votevrreg, ovx stir At- 
ywrtup ytyet$nxetat, oMat unto Tle^uayuv, nr^uros yep EAAjjwf anrav- 
t up A$watoe 'sretpahaSonsst nrapet be tutup v?Aoi. A$n*Moiat yot% bn 

t r,H- 
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there eftablifhed the myfteries, which they 


ryvwavrx e$ TiXfottcr* Tlehuoyov avtoixw tytvorro tv ry xupy' 

&§tv <ors£ KUt 'Efayvtq yp^atro vopucr$yvai‘ ©r»$ T oe. KccGsigwv 0 pytot y.f 
pv yrou, t» Ea/xo S^r/txsj BTnTtXEZjj-t haGovTs; ‘tsctpct TIsKcMryvv, uto$ 
ivy p 0 its t a Xeyu. Tyv yctg 'Lc&[/,o§pyiityv 0 ixsov TrpoTtpov Tlthccpyoi «toi, 
to* Trip ASrjyaioscr* avvoixov eytvovro, xcet Trap a tovtuv 'Zoc.fxoSpyixts rx 
o gyix vapot‘Kci(jt£otii}<ri. Op§& uv ep^siv rx xt$otx TayafyxaTa rov *Ep~ 
fjtsv, A§yvcu 0* TrpuTOV *EXXy vuv <s rapa /aa$om?, £'?ro»j<ra»To. 

O* ri£Aa< 7 yo* /po* T**a Xoyov wEpt atrov EXs£a», ra £» to*jt* ev £a/xo- 
$py\‘y.y pcvfrj^otcrt beSyburca. (Herod, lib. ii. cap. 49, ^i.) Merr 
curius ifte ithyphallicus, ab Herodoto memoratus, idem eft qui 
Maha-deva, Ofiris, Bacchus, Attis, Priapus, Baal-Peor, et Baal- 
Berith $ unde th Baal-Berith, five domini foederis , (fcilicet Noe- 
tici,) non mjnus quam aliorum numinum Cabiraeorum, lym- 
bolum fuit phallus. (Talm. Hier. fol. xi. col. 4.) 

In ipfa etiam Anglia adhuc fuperfunt quaedam phallicae Hy- 
perboreorum fuperftitionis veftigia. Primo fcilicet die Maii, 
per vicos JBritanniae haud paucos, circa perticam terrae infixam, 
quam Graeci QxXXov nuncupant, tripudiare folent puellae, juve- 
nefque ruftici, vulgi interim hilari circumftante corona. Ab 
Indis autem, ^Egyptiis, et Druidibus, hie ipfe dies myfteriis 
phalli helio-arch icis aeque fuit dicatus : tunc enim temporis 
Sol conftellationem fubit Tauri, qui >divo Arcae magno, five 
Jupiter , five Maha-Deva, five Bacchus, five Ofiris fit nuncupa- 
te, ubique facer habitus eft ; veterefque mythologi, qui aftro- 
nomiam idololatriae nunquam non mifeebant, in medio coelo 
taurum archaeum lucentemque Solem una conjun6tos viderunt, 
(Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. vi. p. 87. et infra.) 

Denique, quoniam Cabiri funt dii ardhitae, quoniamque 
myfteria phallica myfteriis Cabiricis per omnem terrarum or- 
bem funt conjundta $ quoniam infuper Bacchi, Ofiridis, five 
Noaci, honoris caufa inftituta fuit phallophoria ; quoniamque 
tandem, cum apud Phrygas, Corybantas, et Tyrrhenos, turn 
praecipu& apud Indos, et Hierapolitanos, ad Noacum atque 
Arcam Phallum et vulvam pertinere omnino liquet : myfteria 

certfc 
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afterwards, in -conjunction with the Tyrrheni, 
carried into Italy®. Hence the term Cafmilus , 
the Samothracian title of Mercury, was well 
known to the ancient Etrurians ; hence alfo 
we have every reafon tofuppofe,that the names 
of thofe, who conducted the expedition of 
the Pelafgi and the Lydians into Italy, would 
be fragments of the old facred dialed of Sa- 
mothrace ; and hence we fhall have no reafon 
to be furprized, if w r e find the whole country 
replete with appellations alluflve to the united 
worfhip of the Sun and the Ark. Accord- 
ingly Tyrfenus is Tor-San-Nus, the helio-tau~ 
ric Noah f ; Tarchon is Tor- Chon, the priejl 
of the bull ; Attis is At-Es, the burning Sun j 
Telephus is Tel-Oph, the folar ferpent ; Auge 
is Auga, the oceanic Ark ; and her imaginary 
mother Neera, who was defcended from Ar- 
eas g , is Nera, the marine Ark h . In a flmilar 
manner, the Etrurian city Perufia 1 is P’Eres- 

certe antiqua phallica five Bacchi, five Ofiridis, five Attidis, 
five Maha-Devae, five Cabirorum, ad diluvium, ut videtur, jure 
l'unt referenda. 

c Herod, lib. ii. cap. 51. 

f Hence Jupiter or the Sun is called Zan \ Zav, Ztv<. Hefych^ 
Our own word Sun is the fame ancient term. Zan or San ap- 
pears to be a contra&ion of As-On, the folar orb. 

£ Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 9. 

b From the fame radical Ner we may alfo deduce Nereus. 

1 Strab. Geog. lib. v. p. 226. 

Aia, 
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Aia, the land of the Sun ; while the Italian 
river Ciris * ; and the Italian city Siris, in the 
neighbourhood of which a colony of the Io- 
nians, or worjhippers of the dove, fixed their 
refidence *, derived their refpe&ive names from 
Car, or Sir, the Sun. Italy itfelf, according 
to Tzetzes, was originally called Argefa , or 
the land of the Ark. It was afterwards deno- 
minated Saturnia , from Saturn or Noah ; 
Aufonia, from Aufon, or As-On, the folar fire ; 
T’yrfenia from Tor-San, the helio-tauric god ; 
and laftly Italia, from Italus, or Taurus, the 
helio-Noetic bull m . This Italus, as we lhall 

k Kigtf itetf KvAtrapvos, irorxpot esct« It echoes. Tzet. in Lycoph. 
ver. 946. 

1 Zipts xat Aevt agv»a woXf*$ It aXta?. Ibid. ver. 978. Jetts* 
nyovt A§v)tctioi, irgo rut T puiaut eXSovts? ei? ItxKixv, ux-ncrat 

Ibid. ver. 987. 

m — IraXixv, yj mpit Apyscrera txctKino' lira Zxr ovpna,jxito rov 
.Kpovov' — E»Ta afro nvoq Ava-ovog, Avaovix' tira Tvprtjvta' ura air 
Jrahov, 19 a<p* tvoqravgov — lra?ux n xv(>a exXjjS* j. Ibid. ver. 1 23 2. 
Italus is Ait-Al or Tal, the Sun ; and in confequence of the 
folar deity being worlhipped along with the Tauric Noah, the 
word Italus, in the ancient Etrufcan dialed, lignified a bull. 
Tvppr}tot yag iTaXo* Toy ravgot txahtaxt. Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. 
cap. 5. It had the fame meaning alfo in the old language of~ 
Greece. Graecia antiqua, ut feribit Timaeus, tauros vocabat 
It«X*j. Varro de Re Ruft. lib. ii. cap. 5. And yet Hefychius 
allures us, that Talus is the Sun. TaXo?, 0 ^x*o?. Italy was 
likewife called Janicula from Janus-Oenotrius/ and Camcjena 
from Camefes, or Cam-Es-Es, the intenjdy burning god. Italia 
complura a diis et ducibus fortita fuit nomina, a Jano quidem 

vol. i. B b Jani- 
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hereafter fee, was the fame mythological cha- 
racter as the Cretan Talus or Italotus j in 
other words, the tauric Noah worlhipped in 
conjunction with the Sun. We find alfo evi- 
dent veftiges of the introduction of the dilu- 
vian fuperftition in the fabulous hiftory of the 
foundation of Mantua. This city is faid to 
have been built by Ocnus the fon of Manto, 
who was a reputed prophetefs, and was feigned 
to have fled from Thebes into Italy : hence 
Mantua was always confidered as a Theban 
colony". The circumflance of this colony 


Janicula, quem quidam Oenotrium di&urn exiftimant, quia in- 
venit vinum et far : Camefena a Camefe, et a Satumo Satunna> 
Saleumbrona quoque a gentilibus. M. Caton. Fragm. de Orig. 
fol. 1 6j. Camefes ct Satumus rate Thufcum venerunt in am- 
nem ad eundem Janum, uti Berofus, Trallianus, Hyginus, et 
Macrobius in primo Saturnalium, et Ovidius in primo de Faf- 
tis afierunt. Anh. Viterb. Comment, in Caton. Fragm. fol. 
166. It is remarkable, that Janus-Oenotrius is faid by Myr- 
filus to have been an Arcadian, or arkite, and by his commen- 
tator Annius, to have been the fon of Jafius, the brother of 
Dardanus. (Myrf. de Bello Pelafg. fol. 146.) Pfeudo-Bero- 
fus however plainly aflerts, that Janus was no other than Noah \ 
(Berof. Ant. lib. iii. fol. 25.) a circumftance, which greatly 
corroborates the preceding remarks on the mythological hiftory 
of Troy. Cato mentions a town in Italy fuppofed to have 
been founded by this Janus, and thence called Arin- Janus. 
(Cat. Fragm. fol. 162.) This name is evidently Aron-Jain, 
the Ark of the wine god, I was miftaken in a former etymology 
which I gave of Janus. See Horae Mofaicae, vol. i. p. 167. 
n Ocnus Mantuam dicitur condidifie, quam a matris nomi- 
ne 
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having come from Thebes or Thebah fuffici- 
ently points out the import of the tradition : 
accordingly Ocnus is Oc-Nus, the oceanic 
Noah ; and Man to' is Man-To, the divine 
Ark. The lame helio-diluvian worfhip feems 
likevvife to have been carried into feveral of 
the Italian illands. Hence Elian fpeaks of a 
terrific dragon, which was adored in Malta 0 ; 
hence Corfica was called by the Greeks Cur- 
nusf from Cur-Nus, the folar Noah ; and hence 
Sardinia received its appellation of Sar-Adon- 
Aia, or the land of the lord Sun. In the lafi of 
thefe iflands was a city built by the Cartha- 
ginians, and denominated Carnalis, in honour 
of Car- Ain- Al, the folar fountain of fire p . 

I fhall now proceed to confider the mytho- 

ne appellavit : nam fuit filius Tyberls et Mantes Thyrefiae 
Thebani vatis filiae, quae poll patris interitum ad Italiam venit. 
Serv. in ^Eneid. lib. x. p. 587. Thebani ab Ocno mifli. 
M. Caton. Fragm. de Orig. fol. 188. Mantua fuo conditore 
Ocno illuftris. Ibid. fol. 172. Servius however informs us 
alfo, that Mantus was a title of Pluto. Mantuam autem ideo 
nominatam, quod Etrufca lingua Mantum Ditem patrem ap- 
pellant, cui etiam cum caeteris urbibus et hanc confecravit. 
The reafon of this is obvious $ Pluto is Noah, and, as Man to 
is the Ark, fo Mantus is Man-Thus, the god of the Ark. 

0 A£lian, de Anim. lib. xi. cap. 17. In the apocryphal 
ftoiy of Bel and the Dragon we find the folar god Baal accom- 
panied by his ufual emblem the ferpent. 

p Pauf. Phoc, p. 838. 

b b z logy 
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1 

logy of Crete, which was one of the principal 
fettlements of the Cabiric priefts, and from 
which a colony was fuppofed to have mi- 
grated into Italy, under the command of 
Cleolaus the fon of Minos q . 

In Crete then we find the Cabiri wor- 
fhipped under the title of Curetes , Ida Dac- 
tyli, or Tek bines ; the import of which laft 
word is priejis of the Sun 1 , the priefts fre- 
quently bearing the names of the gods, whom 
they ferved. Thefe Telchines are faid by 
Nonnus, in allufion to the deluge, to be the 
fons of Neptune 8 : Diodorus however varies, 
in fome flight meafure, from the poet of the 
Dionyfiacs, though, according to his account 
alfo, they were allied to the ocean. ‘They 
firft, he informs us, inhabited Rhodes, and 
were reported to be the children of the fea. 
Neptune was committed to their care when 
an infant by his mother Rhea ; and they 
brought him up, in conjundtion with Caphi- 
ra, or Cabira, the daughter of Oceanus*. 


* Solin. Polyhift. cap. 2. 

r Tal-Chon is a contra£tion of Ait-Al-Chon, as Italia is of 
Ait-Al-Aia. 

8 Tuy.xTa. T TVfj&tvffctTs yttTQH morry, 

Ilargi fii^viKar a.— 

Dionyf. lib. xxvii. p. 4 6$, 

1 Caphira is evidently a mere variation of Cabira, the great 

god - 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



373 


ON THE CABIRI. 

They yrc re celebrated for many ufeful inven- 
tions u : and feveral ancient ftatues of the gods 
were afcribed to their workmanfhip ; fuch as 
the Telchinian Apollo of Lind us, Juno and 
the Telchinian nymphs of Jalifus, and Juno 
Telchinia of Camira*. They were alfo reck- 
oned magicians, who could produce clouds 
and rain at pleafure y ; and are even faid to 
have foretold a deluge % When this cata- 
ftrophe took place, a few.perfonsonly efcaped, 
among whom were the fons of Jupiter a . As 
for the Telchines, they were difperfed ; -and 
one of them went into Lycia, where he built 
a temple to Apollo upon the river Xanthus, 


goddefs 5 and, like Venus, or Ifis, fbe was a perfonification of 
the Ark. 

u mfov ovo[ao,£o(ji,evv)v *Po$ov vrgeoToi Kctruntwa* of wgotTetyopsv* 

ofxsvoi T a to* ycrctv v!ot fxt v Scthaaai jf, us o ptu$os motgot^t- 

$uxs' fAvSoKoytivToti (AtTCt Kapiipa* r>}$ Plxsavv Svyotrpos ix$pi- 
4 '<x.\ IIocrsi<$Wa, Ptots av tois njotpotxotTo&tfisnis to (3gB$os, TenaSai 
$ ctvTUf kcu Te%tuv rwuv ivgnotg, xot\ aXhvv r ut ek t or (3iof ygnaip-ut 
roig ct&pun rotf eteryyycraicr$aj. Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. V. p. 32 6. 

x n<zgx fjitv yatg Allots AwaXhuvot nxpocrxyoptv^rjvai, ira- 

pot $e IaWtoK Hpav xett wptyas nougat Kotpsipwcri *H pap 

Te\Xjkviotr. Ibid. 

y AsyofTctt J t ttrot xuh yojjTE? ytyovevoti, xoti •uragctyeiv ort paXotyro 
h$yi T£ xoti opGpug xoti yotKotZptg. Ibid. 

* Xpovu $E VfEpO 9 ‘H?(>QCtt&Q[AtVOV$ Ttff TA^HOJ TM (JLtXAOfT Ot ym&Ctt 

xuTctxXvafAOV, exAmti rw wo-ov, xai hetcrTrcifnvcu. Ibid. p. 327. 
a Ibid. 


b b 3 
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fo called from Zan-Thus, or Zan-Dus, the 
folar deity b . 

The Telchines are further faid to have had 
a lifter, denominated Halia. She was the 
concubine of Neptune ; and bore to him fix 
fbns, and one daughter, from whom the ifland 
Rhodos or Rhodes was fuppofed to have re- 
ceived its name c . This happened at the pe- 
riod of the Titanic or diluvian war ; whence 
we find a prevailing tradition, that there were 
giants at that time in the ifle of Rhodes. 
Thefe giants were, in fadt, the fame as the 
impious race of the Titans, who perifhed be- 
neath the waves' 1 . They are accordingly laid 
to have been fubdued by Jupiter, who after- 
wards efpoufed the nymph Imalia, and by her 
became the father of Sparteus, Cronius, arid 
Cutus e , 

b Diod. Bibl. lib. v. p, 327. 

c Uoert^upx $!» tpatrSypat mg ruv T tkxjtpup ahxpig 

Kcti /xt%StPTa rat try yepnjrai •maibaq, I| pi* fxtap h 

Svyartgx aty* ijj tu* rirtc op 0 popaaai, Diod, Sic. Bibl. lib. Y. 
P- 3*7- 

d Vide infra chap. ix. 

* 9 TmsrSoti xctra to 9 xatpo 9 rovrop, u toi$ *pcf (jupsei rye 

►rjery rag x^tfStrrag yiyaprag' oti ^ xcti Zevg xccra<Tt 7 ro\tfxi)xa>{ T»- 
rapag, tpurSwat puag tup pv^up I/xaXtag oPOfJMfyiASpyg, xcu t^ii; 
avrvf rexwaat via dag, Ziraprai or, Kpoptop, Kvrop, Diod. Sic. Bibl. 
lib. v. p. 327. 

In 
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In the pofterity of Neptune by Halia, we 
may again obferve the number feven occur ; 
the number equally of the Titans, the Cory- 
bantes, and the Cabiri ; the number in fhort 
of the perfons preferved in the Ark, exclufive 
of the head of their family : while in the 
three fons of Jupiter we recognize the triple 
offspring of Noah, excepting only that Cufh, 
or Cuth, is erroneoufly introduced among 
them f . 

With regard to Rhodos, the daughter of 
Neptune, fhe is faid to have been beloved by 
the folar deity, and to have borne him feven 
fons and a daughter, who were flyled Heliadee. 
Thefe feven Heliadas,for the number feven here 
again makes its appearance, are the fame as the 
feven Titans, Cabiri, or Corybantes ; and their 
father is the great patriarch worfhipped in con- 
junction with the Sun. Hence their names 
are all fignificant. Ochimus is derived from 
Oc, the Ocean ; Cercaphus from Cer-Oc-Aph, 
the folar god of the Ocean ; and Macar from 
Ma-Car, the great Sun s . ACtis fignifies a 

f This circumftance arofe from the confufion among the 
heathen deities, which I have noticed above. Jupiter was 
fometimes Noah, and fometimes Ham j hence, while a triple 
offspring is affigned to him, Cutus or Cuth is mentioned as 
one of that offspring. \ 

g Car or Macar was alfo the name of the fon of Phoroneus, 
the founder of Megara. Pauf. Attic, p. 93. 

B b 4 folar 
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folar ray ; Genages is Chen-Ag, a prieji of 
the Ocean ; Triopas is Tor-Op, the bull-fer- 
pent ; Candalus is Chan-Tal, a prieji of the 
Sun h ; and laftly, the virgin Ele&ryone, who 
is joined with her feven brothers, is El- 
Oc-Tor-Ionah, the divine tauric dove of the 
Ocean 

I have obferved, that one of the Corybantes 
was fuppofed to have been llain by his two 
brothers k . This imaginary murder I appre- 
hend to be the very fame circumftance as the 
death of Bacchus, Ofiris, or Adonis ; in other 
words, it was nothing more than the allego- 
rical death of Noah, his entrance into the 
Ark. A fimilar tradition occurs alfo in the 
hifiory of the Telchines. Apis, of the line of 
Ipachus, is faid by Apollodorus to have been 
killed by Thelxion and Telchin 1 ; and yet, 
with a variation pot unufual among the an- 
cient mythologifts. Apis is alfo made the fon 
of Telchin, the grandfon of Europs, and the 

h Chan-Tal is the fame as Tel-Chin $ the radicals being 
pierely inverted. 

1 & Kara [xbv t or fxvSov ipacrStvra t?j ; -xaj ytnaSai 

rovq KbySevraq air avnt tirra rov ag&poi.— Eimu h to vq 

itrra vlvq, O^tpo*, KegxuQov, Maxapa, Axnva , Tu>ayw f Tpio iray, xu\ 
KavSaXov' Svyar^pa £ i piay, 'HAsxT^t/owjr. Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib, V. 

P- 3 * 7 : 

k Vide fupra p. 131. 

} Apollod. Bibl. lib. if cap. 1. 

4 great 
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great grandfon of Egialeus, who was reckoned 
by the Sicyonians an autochthon, or aboriginal ro . 
This Egialeus, the fabulous founder of Sicyon, 
is fuppofed by Clemens Alexandrinus to have 
flouriftied at the era of the flood of Ogyges ; 
and to have been contemporary with Phoro- 
neus the ion of Inachus, and with Cres the 
firft king of Crete n . It is very remarkable, 
that, while Apis is fabled on the one hand to 
be the fon of Telchin, or the defendant of 
Inachus, he is defcribed on the other as the 
ion of Jafon the Argonaut ° ; and yet is fur- 
ther declared to be the fame as the Egyptian 
Serapis p . Hence it appears, that three feve- 
ral genealogies are afcribed to Apis : he is de- 
fended from Inachus ; from Telchin, and 
Europs ; and from Jafon. This apparent dif- 
crepancy can only be accounted for, upon the 
lyftem, adopted throughout the whole of the 

m AiyiaXtuq & E vpuira ym&ai <p c»<r ip ,E ygwro; TfX- 

Xivos h Awtr. Pauf, Corin. p. 123. 

n Hr & x«T a rw *E AAa&e, Kara ptsr Qopvpea ro r ptr ha%op, 0 #sr* 
Slyvya xaraKhvo’fjux;, xou b tv Tmvvn (Hatrs'Kna, ra^urov fxtv A*yia- 
nr a EvpvTros, efla xat b K^rjlo? sr Kpyry. AxaaiKaot 

yap toofid na ngur or apSpunov ysnaSai Xtyu* o$«r xai 0 rvif 4 >optt>n£of 
iroivirw, eivai avrot e$vi rt;artpa Swrup a&pvTru*.. Clem, Alex. 
Strom, lib. i. p. 380. 

0 Aim rov Icworo?. Pauf. i. Eliac. p. 37 6. 
p yopuaSm Sice Eagums. Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. 

cap. 1. 

pre^ 
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prefent work. The genealogies, and the per- 
fbns contained in them, are equally fabulous, 
relating on the one hand to the events of the 
deluge, and on the other, to the introduction 
of the folar fuperftition. Thus, while Apis 
is fuppofed to be the defcendant of Inachus, 
Phoroneus, or Jafon ; he is likewife the great 
god of the Egyptians, and the offspring of 
Telchin, the prieji of the Sun , and Europs, the 
fiery ferpent q . 

Strabo informs us, that the Telchines were 
originally fettled in Crete ; whence they mi- 
grated, firft into Cyprus, and afterwards into 
Rhodes. He mentions likewife, that they 
were excellent artificers in brafs and iron, and 
that they made the fickle of Cronus'. In 

q This Egyptian tauriform god Apis was worfhipped alfo in 
Italy. Duravit Satumia nomen totidem ferme annis quot ante 
aurea aetas ufque ad Apim, deorum Italiae ultimum, ut Antio- 
cbus SyKacufanus fcribit, a quo Apenina, quam Tauricam idem 
interpretatur. M. Caton. Fragm. de Orig. fol. 1 66. Ofiris, 
being the fame as Saturn or Janus, is likewife faid to have come 
into Italy, and there to have conquered the giants. Ofiris de- 
preflit gigantes, qui jam tyrannidem coeperant — Ofiris tota 
Italia potitus, decern annos illam tenuit, et a fe nominavit in 
triumphum. Berof. Ant. lib. v. fol. 65, 66. 

r EA$£ti y ex Kf»T97; (tov? T *K KwirpoF irpuTW, sit* n( 
Po^ok' ttTQarrov<; y s^yaaaa^at ert^Yipot rs teat xat $i) xat tjjf 

if*** rep K povu dnfjuovfyrxTat, Stfab*. Gcog. lib. xiv. p. 654. 
We have already fee n, from the fame author, the connexion 
of thefe Telchines with the river Styx, or the deluge $ in allu- 

fion 
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confequence however of the wide diffufion of 
the helio-arkite fuperftition, many different 
places, and thofe in many different countries, 
were called after the name of the Telchines, 
and the fblar god Tel or Tal. Thus T debts 
was a city in Ethiopia ; and Telchinta was 
the ancient title both of Crete and Sicyon*. 
In a fimilar manner. Telamon was a town in 
Tyrfenia ; Telane was the oldefl city of Syria, 
being founded by Ninus * ; Telmera and Tel- 
mi/Ja were cities of Caria ; and Telphujfa was 
a city of Arcadia u . One of the colonies of 
the Telchines is faid by Paufanias to have 
come from Cyprus into Beotia, the land of the 
arkite bull, and there to have built a temple 
to Minerva Telchinia*. Rhodes was from 


(ion to which event they were fuppofed to have forged the tri- 
dent of Neptune. 

— vpett . 

Aopt rptyta/jgiri, to of tnv^av. 

Callim. Hymn, ad Del. ver. 30. 
Prom this circum (lance of the Cabiri or Abiri being elleemed 
artificers, while they were at the fame time thought to be the 
Tons of Vulcan, I fufpe& that the Latins termed all artificers 
in general Fabri, which feems to be Ph’Abiri, and contra&edly 
Ph’Abri. 

* Steph. Byzan. de Urb. p. 702. 

* Ibid. p. 701. 

. u Ibid. p. 702. 

* Kuf A$sjraf cr Tftywjo’tfo; TtX^nas *n> or, ayothpa owe *%o>. 
£( h rr,t tTnxXnan avrns *n> hxo^eiv, us tuv n Kvtt^u mo rt outv retf 

rut 
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them called Telchinis and before their time, 
it bore the name of Ophiufa , on account of 
the ferpent worfhip which had been eftablifhed 
in it y . We find a people deno'minated Ta- 
lares in ThefTaly z , and in Caria we meet with 
a foothfayer, intitled Telmifus, or a prieji of 
the Sun a . Another of thefe Cabiric priefts 
was called Telondes ; and he flourifhed at the 
time, when Pelarge was fabled to have reflored 
the Cabiric worfhip, which had been inter- 
rupted by a Theban war b . Pelarge I take to 
be Bela-Arga, the lordly Ark ; and the war 
was probably that, which preceded the union 
of the two fuperflitions, and which the Greeks, 
had tranflated into their own country. 

The Telchines then being thus feated in 
Crete, we fhall find alfo, in the fame country, 
the Curetes, and the Idei Daddy li. The firft 
of thefe, when they quitted the ifland, are 

. t&;i» Te\%ivuv ei(pt%tfAirn p oigoe, 1$ BotoTa?, ttpov ity vracTo ASjjwj TiX- 
Pauf. Boeot. p. 746. 

y ExuXuro $ v Po^oc & pore gov OQmaa xx\ met, T iXyivis 

atro tvv owroivTuv Tih^pvuv rnv rnaov. Strab. Geog. lib. xiw 

P- 653 . 

2 T aXupzs Qer 1 et\vv. Ibid. lib. ix. p. 434. 

' * Tehpucrov s v K agia. Clem. Alex. Strom, lib. i. p. 400. 

** TvjXuvbrx xotx oaot yivov<; KaGsiptT m ihurovruv, xxr g\$ova-iv 
£t> T 7 )V Kodotipjttctv. TJsXapynv pc tv xxrct fxxvrBVfxx tx A v$u- 
vr; xeti aXKot cpcsXAtv 55 T*pt ijv xxTan) 7 ej$at f xott oi Svrtx (pegov sv tv 

yxrgi hpti ov, Pauf, Boeot. p. 759, 

faid 
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faid to have fettled in Caria e . Much about 
the fame time, Inachus was bulled in fearch- 
ing for his daughter Io, in which fervice he 
employed Curnus ; who, at length defpairing 
of fuccefs, took up his abode in Caria, where 
he built a city of his own name d . A variety 
indeed of countries, as well as a variety of 
genealogies, is affigned to the Curetes, or Ca- 
biri ; and the chronological order of their 
migrations is equally confufed. The fa6t is, 
each particular nation, from a vain defire of 
acquiring the reputation of fuperior antiquity, 
pretended, that the Cabiri had firft refided 
among them ; and had afterwards proceeded 
to other parts of the world : accordingly we 
find, that they are fometimes faid - to have 
come from- Crete to Rhodes, and fometimes 
from Rhodes to Crete. With fimilar incon- 
fiftency, the author of the Phoronis mentions, 
that the Curetes were Phrygian muficians ; 


c Atytjctj mm Kegyras ex — ‘mKevcrcturou; it? rr,v %fppov>r 

cop Ta? ptv xolt oixavrats clvtw Kapa? BxQatMiv. Diod. Sic. Bibl. 
lib. v. p. 331. Hence, as I have juft obferved, a Carian prieft 
was called Telmifus . 

d Qv 'sroAv <h TtiTUv xotromv f Ivanov rov Apyeivv (3aafacc f 
hp&bio-ijs ryf Svyarpof la? efawore^at Kvpvov hot, r u* vyeponxM a»~ 
O & Kvp»o? tm iroXha t»j? oixapen j? pep j ' -GrAawjSs*?, xcu pn 
$vvct(AB)io$ elpeit Tuvrriv, xom'Jt’hivci T>jf Kapta? ei? tijk •B(>Qnpriptvw 
XBpgtovio'Qi— rioX»i> ex Turiv opupv^op iavru Kvpw. ' Ibid. Curnus is 
Cur-Nus, Noah the San. 

and 
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and yet immediately after declares, that the 
Corybantes were Phrygians, and the Curetes, 
Cretans. He alTerts moreover, that they firft 
invented brazen weapons in Eubea ; but others 
fuppofed, that they originally came from Bac- 
triana, and that they were given by the Ti- 
tans to Rhea, as her fervants. Some were of 
opinion, that they were gegenis , or perfons 
JPrung from the earth ; and fome believed them 
to be Colchians. In the Cretici Logi, they 
are faid to be the guardians of Jupiter, and to 
have accompanied Rhea from Phrygia , into 
Crete ; while many very juftly maintained 1 
the identity of the Curetes, and Telchines®. 

We have already feen, that Crete was not 
only denominated 'Telchinis , but alfb Caret is, 
and thence contract edly Crete. It was fo 
called from the worfhip of Cur- Ait, the folar 
orh: accordingly, the moft ancient king of 
the ifland was fuppofed to have been named 


* *0 h W Qopvn)ot ypa^otg, avXyrag xxi (Ppvyocg Ty^ Ks^jra; Ai- 
yti* a\ Ao» h ynysmg, xai ^jxKx°t<7%^a.g. *0 a rag Kapyrocg Aiyu, 

aAAa rat KopGatrag Qpvyctg, sxntovg Kgyrcig' mtp&teSeii h qttXx 
% abxx vpvrag tt EfCowt* ho xoci K u,\%ihag avrovg xAjjSijmC ot b 
wro Ttrawt Pea foSyraj mpocrrroXag ttoTr^ovg rag KopvGavrxg ex rrig 
Bxxrpsatyg etfiypstovg' 0? sx Qourw. it h roig KpijTexoij 

Aoyei* 0 l Kaprjrtg Aiog rpoQtig Aiyomci; xcti QvXaxsg, tg Kgyryt sx 
Qgvytag ivo rug Psag‘ oih TiAp^iwif c/Poily sttsa of 

rut, rag *Pea avtaxoXa^yaectrag ng Kpyryt, xcci rot Aid xapo rgoQn- 
carrxg, Kapnrag otoputaSynii. Strab. Geog. lib. X. p. 472. 

Cres; 
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Cres ; and the firft inhabitants were from him 
denominated Eteo-Cretes 1 . Thefe are un- 
doubtedly the fame as the Id£i Da&yli, who, 
confidered in the light of priefts to the gods 
from whom they borrowed their name, were 
generally efteemed the aborigines of Crete. 
Sometimes however, as it has been obferved, 
they were placed in Phrygia; from which 
country, as we are informed by Ephorus, they 

* 0? f/.f¥ yap Typ naroixantf tyatrit apya\oTaTov% mag av- 

Tot; ytPto$ai TUf opofj,a£ofA.tPov{ ETto-Kpijraf avro^opaq' u p tup 
/ Saa^ta Kpv) ra xatoVfxtPQp, mMira xai psyira xaTU Tr)p ptictop et/gup 
ta hjua^tpa top xoipop tup apfyuirup fiwp v(pe\v)C7ai. Diod. Sic. Bibl. 
lib. v. p. 333. Both Cres and the Eteo-Cretes were auto - 
cbtbones , a name generally applied to all the diluvians : hence, 
while Diodorus, as we have juft feen, terms the Eteo-Cretes 
autochthones, Marcianus Heracleotes beftows, in a fimilar man- 
ner, the title of autochthon upon their imaginary monarch Cres. 

■ ■ EQopoq <p* m nrt 

EtTUPV^OP T7i¥ P7i (TOP AW* KgyTOf TIPOf, 

Ttf fa yspOfAtvcv fiaciXtuq avToyfiopOf. 

Mar. Herac. Perieg. p. 23. 

Crete was alfo called Aeria, as well as Curetis, from Aur-Aia, 
the land of the Sun. Solin. Polyhift. cap. 11. The fame ap- 
pellation was likewife beftowed upon Egypt, and for the fame 
reafon. Steph. Byzan. de Urb. p. 38. When the two fuper- 
ftitions were united, words expreffive of the arkite worfhip were 
naturally introduced. Hence we find in Crete the hill Arginus, 
(Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. ii. ver. 299.) and the city Arca~ 
des ; (Steph. de Urb. p. r 66 .) while in Phenicia we meet with 
a town denominated Arch (Ibid. p. 167.) There was like- 
wife an Arcadia in Egypt, (Ibid.) and an ifland called Arconefus 
on the coaft of Caria. Ibid. p. 168. 

ac- 
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accompanied Minos into Europe. They were 
reckoned magicians, and inventors of the 
Myfleries ; and, during their abode at Samo- 
thrace, they are faid to have greatly terrified 
the natives by their incantations g . In Crete 
they difcovered the ufe of fire, and the art of 
metallurgy h ; and one of them bore the name 
of Hercules '. They were occafionally fup- 
pofed to be ten in number, from fome ima- 
ginary connection with the fingers of Cybele k , 
the word Daflylus happening in the Greek 
language to fignify a finger ; and they were 
afterwards increafed to an hundred, which is 
the fquare of ten 1 . The name Daflylus how- 


* np«To» toipvp tup £K ptwijW 'BrapahXofjt.spvp toxnaap not Kptjrvi 
v if* tpjp lS'ap oi •BrfoO’wyGfevSirrs; I<5a»o» Aaxrt>Xoi.— -Ew>» ifo^ucrtp, 
cJf «f» teat E popof, th( idouovf AuktvXovs ytPsaBat (jlep kcctol tyi* I&j» 
W ip Qpvyia, haGypc it £i /lira \Un>o{ «»$ t w Et >puirt)p* vvap^avraf h 
yorjtcef, iTmii&vrai T* i iru^a; xai Ti^ETaj xai ,pvs ri»pta> xa* 9rspt 
TocfjLoBfOLKyp harp^apras, a [/.tTgiaf bp tutqi: ikt\pit\hp 

Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. v. p .333. 

h O* y up xaret tij* Kpnrnp 1&mo» AaxTtXoi vupa<h$QVTai tpjp t « t h 
1 rvpoq xou tup tu xat crifogov tpvaip ifsvgsw. Diod. Sic. 

Bibl. lib. v. p. 333. 

1 Iropovai y aura* spa (slip irpoo-ayogtvBvipai HpaxXea. Ibid. The 
fame is aflerted by Pauf. Baeot. p. 747. and by Strab. Geog. 
lib. viii. p. 355. and lib. x. p. 473. 

k Oh & petal* t otb l$au» AciktvXqi i xhv)Br)<rap, otb bpto ; I $vj; splv- 
X otrt i T J* th(w<7UPTQ TW $E0V, XUl T VP Sax.TJ'hUP OVTVfi Y)^aP TO, 

Schol. in Apollon. Argon, lib. i. ver. 1129. 

1 Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. v. p. 333. 

.ever. 
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ever, as applied to the Cabiri, has not the 
flighteft reference to the human finger ; but 
is one of the many inftances of the ftrange 
confufion, which the Greeks have introduced, 
by perverting the terms of ancient mythology 
into words of a fimilar found in their own 
dialed. Da&ylus is Dag-Tal, the folar fijh- 
god ; a compound of the very fame fignifica- 
tion as Dag-On, the idol of the Philiftines. 
Thefe both equally allude to the worfhip of 
Noah, united as it was with the Sabian ido- 
latry. Accordingly we find, that the Idei 
Da&yli are fometimes faid to have been the 
children of Da&ylus and Ida, and to have 
borrowed their title from the name of their 
father”. As Dadlylus then is Dag-Tal, fb 
their imaginary mother Ida feems to be no- 
thing more than Aida", the thick vapour or 
fog, in which the Ark was inv eloped during the 
prevalence of the diluvian waters. For a fi- 
milar reafon, the Centaur, or the tauric prieji 
Noah, was fuppofed to be the offspring of 
Nephele, or a cloud. 


In 'ilf Ji Mraj-fac m irfuro 1 AcrtAf, ifiztoi Aetxrvkot ^«yo rtaf, 
ecTro Ttf 9 rar^o? AocktvXh xetf t*)? pvnpoi 1^. Schol. in Apollon. 
Argon, lib. i. ver. 1129. It maybe, proper to obferve, that 
the Iddi are not always defcribed as being ten : their number 
varies very confiderably. See Schol, ut lup. 

* Heb. riTK. 

VOL. I. c c Not- 
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Notwithstanding the identity of the Idei 
Da&yli, and the Curetes, with an inconfift- 
ency by no means unufual in the pagan re- 
cords, the latter are reprefented by Diodorus 
as being pofterior in point of time to the for- 
mer. All knowledge of the truth however 
was not abfolutely loft ; for, while fome fup- 
pofed the Curetes to be the children of the 
Id£i Da&yli, others with more propriety af- 
ferted them to have been gegenis, or aborigi- 
nals 0 . 

In the time of the Curetes flourilhed the 
Titans, who are faid by the author of the 
works aferibed to Orpheus, to have confifted 
of feven brothers, and feven lifters p . Thefe, 
as we have feen, were generally fuppofed to 
be the children of Cronus: fome however 
deduced their origin from Heaven, and Earth j 
while others believed them to be the offspring 
of Titea, and one of the Curetes q . They 

° M«t a St iSatuf AaxTvtef tropea-t ytetcrSat KvpvjTctt tppia, 
Ttitovg o l fAtp (AvSoXoyucn ytyowcu yriytrets, o! S* awoyopo vs tup 
iSatup AaxrvXuf. Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. v. p. 333* 
p Orph. apud Proc. in Tim. lib. v. p. 293. 

* Mv^oXoytaat yap ol ytPtcSat tar* tij* tup KttpijTUP fo*- 

xiup xaXov/upovf Tit awe?’. t»7 rap(ap St top aftBpop S{ (aiv a»^af, 
VtPT « St yvpatxotf, to$ fjttP Tins fxv^oXoyt/O’tp, Ovpctrov xcu Tik o>1a$* ut 
St rtPtf Qao’tPj ex npos tup KypjT up> xat [aut^qs TtTata;, a$* ne atflovf 
rctvr ijff TtTV^tpetf mg 'Wpoar,yoptat. Apo-epaf fjtep ovp ytPtaSat top t» 
'Kpo pop xcu Tirtpiuta xat Kotor, iti St Iaarror xat Kptop, WTflTf 
Aivt atop flxsayop" aStXipag St tovt up tv» ti *P tap xcu Stfup xat 

MfTtfAO'* 


Digitized by 


Google 



ON THE CABIRI. 


3»7 

were, in fa&, as I have before obferved, the 
fame ' as the Corybantes, the Cabiri, or the 
Curetes ; in other words, they were the arkite 
navigators, exclufive of the illuftrious head of 
their family. 

In confequence of the identity of the Ti- 
tans, and the Id&i Dadlyli, Apollonius calls 
one of the latter of thefe deities, ‘Titias, and 
reprefents him as the brother of Cyllenus. 

A/uJpi £e QvXS.oif 

Jjovhoim S-vtiTreXiij? sfitXono, 

M *ire^et AivJvfjuqv ‘aoXwrarvutv syiutXeoyrtr, 
Evvctsnv Ttriw &’ cif-tct, K ufatjvov rs' 

Ol pam vsoXeuv /MiQtiyercu, ifJe aageJ'pa 
M rfre^os lJettyf xsxXiictTcu, onroi souri 
ActxTvAoi lJa uot K^irraeti' xs 7 rare w/jxpri 
Ayx^Xfj AtXTtuov cuvet, avrsog, cufityorepiyriv 
A/>a,Jra,fitv»i yew*;? O ict%i£os sCXa^titre r . 

They rear an altar next on riling ground. 

Of ftones that readieft lay, and wide around 
Difpofe the branches of the facred oak ; 

And Dindymus’s deity invoke. 

The guardian power of Phrygia’s hills and woods, 
The venerable mother of the gods. 

On Titias and Cyllenus too they call, 

Of all her priefts moft lov’d, and honour’d mod 
of all. 

blvyfAOffVw, *r» h xa * T>j$uy. Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. V. 

P* 334* 

f Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 1123, 

c c 2 For 
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For fkill prophetic they alone are fam’d ; 

I dean Dattyli thefe priefts are nam’d j 

Both whom Anchiala in Difte’s cave 

Brought forth, where chill Oaxis rolls his wave. 

Fawkes. 

Titias is a word of the fame import as 'Titan, 
for they both equally fignify a di/uvian ; and 
Cyllenus is Cula-Nus, the arkite Noah. This 
Cyllenus is evidently the fame perfon as Mer- 
cury Cyllenius s , who was worlhipped along 
with the other Cabiri by the name of Cajmi - 
/us ; and who, as I have Ihewn in a former 
page, was the great oceanic patriarch *. Hence, 
under the title of Socus, or Z’Ocus, the migh- 
ty god of the Ocean u , he is celebrated by Non- 

• Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 10. — Virg. ASneid. lib.viii. 
ver. 138. 

* Videfupra p. 283. et infra. 

u Socus was an ancient appellation of Mercury. Eivxo?, o 
*£ppMK. Suid. Lex. iptoimo* *Eppt»?$. Horn. Iliad, lib. xx» 

ver. 72. Though the primary fignification of Socus is the great 
diluvian , yet we find that the title was likewife applied to the 
crocodile $ for Socus feems to be the fame term as Sucbus or 
Soucbus, which, as Damalcius informs us, was a name of that 
animal. (Damaf. Vit. Ifid. apud Phot. Bibl. p. 1048.) This 
fuppofed identity of the two words Socus and Sucbus will ap- 
pear in a fufficiently ftriking point of view, if we call to our 
recolle&ion, that Anubis or the Egyptian Mercury was repre- 
fented ftanding upon a crocodile : (fee the Print of this deity 
in Mont. Ant. Exp. vol. ii. part ii. p. 197.) a mode of repre- 
fentation adopted, no doubt, becaufe the crocodile was one of 

the 
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mis as being the father of the feven Coryban- 
tes, or Cabtri, by the nymph Combe. 

E vSosoov Je sHoo-psov dor7r^tooTon 

Tleu^oKOfjLOi K opvSotnso gls%o[jlsvov Aiov v<rx. 

Oi TOTS TSCLYTSS tXAVOV CUi^OftSVtJ? CL7T0 V1J<TX' 
H^VfJLVSVOy et\l7T0&l$TS MtfJLCLSy XCtf OQifyofJLO? A ytfJLMy 
ActjJLVEUS T , X l)CV&00f TS O’CDCSOVTCLAof 01 f CtfJLCb 
(ZcUVOOV 

'XwtyofJLog l^oua KoqvB'cuoAof MsAlovsvs' 

O VO TOOTS JlKTOsGltjO KSXO(VO& fJOSVOf Ct/pgOVl XSVTpCt) 
Xcoxo? clAlCoovqlo zoct/Tfi^ voo’QiO’O’cvro TOctT^jOy 
K.ofjt,£tjf stttootoxh /xsret fjLvjTsqof oi £s Qvyovrs? 
Kyooo-o-tov \koyto' kou s/X7Tol A w qo-oiv ctXfprctf 
$ptsyi9jy KpfjTfjBsVy cV7To $pvyivio s$ A&tjmfy 
AAA 0$GV7T0l VCttSTVJQSS O/XSflOf SLO-QKS K SXgO\p 
Sooxoy a,7rtjAat9io-s Jixrif TOoiyyjropi %clAxw' 

the many fymbols of the Ark, as is evident from the circum* 
ltance of the Egyptians denominating it Campfa, (Herod, 
lib. ii. cap. 69.) which Hefychius allures us fignifies an ark or 

Ckejl. KufJt. ^/Oty 

Whether Mr. Bryant's very curious remarks upon the alle- 
gory of Cupid and Pfuch& reft upon any folid foundation, I 
will not venture to determine ; but I cannot forbear adding to 
them a conje&ure, which will hold equally good, whatever opi- 
nion may be entertained refpefting his interpretation of that 
allegory. As the arkite crocodile, which faved the life of 
Menes, Menu, or Noah, (fee Diod. Bibl. lib. i. p. 80.) was 
called Sucbus ; fo it is poihble, that the Greek term Pfucbe, 
which fignifies life or foul , may be nothing more than the fe- 
minine of Sucbus , or, with a flight variety of pronunciation, 
Pfucbus. 

1 C C 3 Key 


Digitized by C.ooQle 



39 ° 


A DISSERTATION 


jCaf xfrovct x<tXb.ei\pttmg *A*xAvrav Mecg&S'uvof, 
Nogtwv lyyos tKOApav eg ieqov v$&g A Getrrav, 
KxgtfTtop 7rpor sqm x&oviov yevog x .~ ■ 

The Corybantes, guards of youthful Bacchus, 
Led on the hardy troops of fam’d Eubea ; 

Brave Primneus, Mimas, and undaunted Actnon, 
Ocy thoiis, Damneus, and with waving plume 
Melifleus, and Ideus ftern in fight. 

Thefe from their fea-girt country their dread fire 
Socus once banifh’d far ; nor did he fpare 
The partner of his bed, the beauteous Combe, 
But with her fons the exil’d mother fled. 

Crete firft receiv’d the wanderers, Phrygia next. 
Then Athens ; till at length the pitying Cecrops 
Socus compell’d his children to reftore. 

Safe to their home, Abantian Eubea. 

From this citation it appears, that the Co- 
rybarites were fuppofed to have migrated from 
Eubea to Crete, from Crete to Phrygia, from 
Phrygia to Athens, and from Athens back 
again to Eubea; a feries of journeys com- 
pletely imaginary, and relating only to the 
eftablifhment of the Cabiric fuperftition it} 
thefe different countries. 

With regard to the Abantes, whom Non- 
nus places in Eubea, they are faid to have 
come originally from Thrace, and to have 
(derived their name from Abas, at} ancient 

* Nonni Dionyf. lib. xiii. p. 233, 

king 
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ting of Argos, the ton of Neptune and Are- 
thufa y . Hence Acrifius, the father of Danae, 
and the grandfather of Perfeus, was ftyled 
Abantiades z . The fame appellation was alfo 
given to Perfeus a ; and Argos itfelf was, de- 
nominated Ab ante an b . From the Abantes 
moreover the ifland Eubea was called Aban - 
tit ; though it fometimes alfo bore the title 
of Macris c . The fuperftition of the Abantes 
then, being thus conneded with Perfeus, Da- 
nae, and Argos, muft necelTarily be likewife 
conneded with that of the Cabiri, and con- 
foquently muft relate to the fame events. 
Accordingly Abas is Ab- As, the father fire , 

y Apollodorus makes Abas the fon of Hypermneftra by 
Lynceus the fucceffor of Danaus in the kingdom of Argos. 
Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. a. More will be faid refpe£ting 
this Ab^s hereafter. Vide infra chap. vii. 
z Ovid. Metam. lib. iv. ver. 606. 
a Ibid. ver. 672. * 

b Ibid. lib. xv. ver. 164. 

c A&tmf, vi EvQoi a. Said. A £ama* iir^ero Maxpt?. Dionyf. 
Perieg. ver. 520. Upon which Euftathius ; Kat rzv pu> M«- 
0 ift rviv Et'Coia*, ACama^a htyet, am tov s» avry. iSrov? ru» 
AQarrW Qpxxiov bSvo'js, tag (pvimv App»a> oj, xXrjSeyrof ovrug am ruoq 
Agysiov rov ThujnSutoq AGavrog. See alfo Hyg. Fab. 157* Ovid 
mentions, that Perfeus was worfhipped in India ; (Metam. 
lib. iv. ver. 604.) and his accuracy is perfe&ly eftablifhed by 
the inquiries of modern Europeans. The conftellation of Per- 
feus and Andromeda is yet called by the Hindoos Parafica 
and Antarmada. See Afiat. Ref. vol. iii. p. 22a. 

c c 4 and 
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and he is reported to have been an Argive, 
or arkite d ; Maoris is derived from Ma-Car, 
the great folar deity e ; and Eubea received its 
name in honour of the facred fymbolical hei- 
fer. Thus, we are informed by Strabo, that 
it was fo called, becaufe Epaphus, the fon 
of the heifer Io, was born there f . 

It is obfervable, that two of the appel- 
lations, which are given by Nonnus to the 
Corybantes, namely Damnameneus and Acmon t 
are applied by the author of the Phoronis to 
the Idei Dadtyli. To thefe he adds a third, 
whom he calls Celmis ; and reprefents them 
as being magicians, the fervants of Adraftia s , 

d Abas being a folar title, we (hall not be furprifed to find 
a city Abanta, near Pamafiiis, in which was a temple of Apollo. 
Hefych. vox A&atrra. 

c The title Macrobii, which is applied by Dionyfius to the 
Ethiopians, and which the Greeks have made to fignify long- 
lived, is another word formed from the fame root. Ma Car-Ob 
is the great folar ferpent j and Ethiop is Aith-Op, the burning 
ferpejit . Dion. Perieg. ver. 560. This mode of derivation will 
account for the remark of Strabo, that a people upon the bor- 
ders of Pharnacia and Chaldea, called Sanni, were once denomi- 
nated Macrones . (Strab. Geog. lib. xii. p. 548.) Sanni and 
Macrones are in fa& fynonyms, the import of both being equal- 
ly worjbippers of the Suh. The Sanni aifumed their name in 
honour of San, Son, or Azon ; and the Macrones, in honour of 
Ma-Car-On. 

f Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 445. 

* Adraftia is Adar-Afta, the iljufirious goddefs of fire. 

and 
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and the inventors of the art of working 
' iron. 

E v&a, yatiref, 

iJeuat $pvyet obvfyes ope<rt(>oi oiki bvmov, 

KeA .pin, Aetfivctfievev? re peyctf, km v7re(&ioi 

Ak/kuv, 

EwrctKctfioi &eq<t 7 ronei o^iris Atyyreitif, 

Ol TSpuroi rtypriv zsoAvf&trriof 'H <pcti?oto 
Evqov tv a^eivia-i vctTrxti, lotvra ntyov, 

E? zJvfi t yveyKciv, km upi7r^S7ref epyov eJei£eu>K 

Celmis however is called ‘Telmis by Eufebius, 
and Delas fupplies the place of Acmon ; lo 
that the three Idei DaClyli of this laft author 
are Telmis, Damnameneus, and Delas *. I am 
inclined to think, that fuch is the more pro- 
per reading, on account of the connection of 
the Idei Dadtyli and the Telchines. Telmis 
and Delas are both derived from Tal, the Sun j 
the former being Tel-Am-Es, the burning 
Sun ; the latter, Tel- As, the folar fire k . 

h Phoron. apud Schol. in A poll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 1129. 

* TcA/xk ts xcci Aatfxifacfxmvi ol tup \$<ziup AacxTvhoi, Trpvroi bp Kv- 
wpu aifapov tvpop* Likas ouK Ao$ I svpg you Xxov xpoucnp. Eufeb. 
Praep. Evan. lib. x. cap. 6. 

k Virgil calls one of the three Cyclopes, Pyr acmon. Thefe, 
like the Egyptian Cabiri, were the fons of Vulcan \ and moft 
probably are nearly connected with thofe difcoverers of metal- 
lurgy* the Telchines. jEneid. lib. viii. ver. 424. The Cy- 
clopes feem to have received their name from Za-Cul r Op, the 
great arkite ferpent : hence the fcholiaft upon Efchylus m^kes 

the 
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The circumftance of the Telchines being 
leated in Crete will enable us at once to ac- 
count for the fingular fable of Talus, and for 
the name of Italia. Talus is defcribed, in 
the wild language of fi&ion, as being a brazen 
man, and as having only a fmgle vein, which 
reached from his neck to his heel. He was 
the fervant of Minos, and ran thrice each day 
round the whole ifland. He was likewife 
called Taurus, or the bull, and AJlerius, or As- 
Tor, the folar bull 1 ; and he is faid to have 
oppofed the landing of the Argonauts on the 
Ihore of Crete. Apollodorus reprefents him 
as being a prelent from Vulcan to Minos ra ; 
but Apollonius affirms, that he was given by 


the names of the Cyclopes to be Brontes , Steropes , and Argus ; 
and deferibes them as alii fling Jupiter in his war with the Ti- 
tans or antediluvians. Schol. in Prom. Vindfc. ver. 35 1. 
Hence alfo Hyginus, and the fcholiaft upon Aratus, agree in 
maintaining, that the altar, upon which Jupiter fwore an oath 
previous to his attacking the Titans, was the workmanfhip of 
the Cyclopes. Hyg. Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 39. — Schol, in' 
Arat. Phaenom. p. 32. 

1 Tfcet. in Lycoph. ver. 1301. 

m YLuXvovrcti (oi Apyovc ivrai) Kpyry •rngoavayz^p vwo TaX«. Tov- 
to*, 0 1 (asp, tov XccXxov ytpov; tivcu teyovau' oi h, vtto H^airow M*- 
m iovu»<xC o$ yp xjxhxtvs upyg oi Js, Txvpop av top Xtyovo-ip* 

fAiav ocvro uv^jtpo^ Kxrxrsipovaap oc%pt fftpvpm* xoctcc to hp- 
put ry<; ^Xe£o$ ytoq hypiro yxk*.ovs. Ovroq 0 T atojq rpi$ s xarws 

ryp wop 'BTspfyoxctgcap slrgB 1. Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9. 
See alfo Plat. Minos, p. 

Jupi- 
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Jupiter to Europa, in order that he might 
perform the office of a guard to the ifland 
With regard to his genealogy, Rhadamanthus, 
according to Cinethon, was the fon of Vul- 
can, Vulcan of Talus, and Talus of Cres°; 
while, according to Ion, Talus was the off- 
fpring of Oinopion, and accompanied his fa- 
ther from #Crete to the iflo of Chios p . By 
Agatharchides he is called Italotus q , inftead 
of Talus ; and that with perfect propriety, for 
Talus is the contracted form of Ait-Al, the 
god of fire : whence, as we have feen. Talus 
is faid by Hefychius to fignify the Sun. The 
whole tradition in fhort is founded upon the 
Union of thp two fuperflitions : in one point 
of view. Talus is the bright luminary of 
day performing his accuftomed revolutions 
through the wide expanfe of heaven ; and in 
another, he is the Noetic bull of Europa. 
Hence Nonnus, celebrating him under the 
cognate name of Tulus, feigns, that he tailed 
death, and afterwards experienced a wonder- 


n Apollon. Argon, lib. iv. ver. 1643. 

0 KiwuSwr h iv rot? twtenv tvoiiicrtv, uq fxtv 

■HQourof $ ay T aku, T ccKuv h Kpjros vjx\Iu. Pauf. Arcad, 

P- 7 ° 7 - 

P Owonruava tf ryv Xiov xarapai vctvcriv tx Kpilw, aftx h of 
W 'arattfas TaAor x. t. A. Pauf. Achaic. p. 53a. 

Agath. apud Phot. Bibl. p. 1328 . 

f«4 
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fill revivification, during the time that Cybele 
was in labour r . This death and revivification 
of Tulus are the very fame as the death and 
revivification of Ofiris, Bacchus, and Adonis; 
in other words, the entrance of Noah into the 
Ark, and his fubfequent egrefs : accordingly 
the miracle is faid to have taken place during 
the time that Cybele, or the Ark, was in the 
pangs of her allegorical parturition. 

I have mentioned, upon the authority of 
Tzetzes, that Italy received its name from a 
perfon called Italus or Taurus s . This perfon 
is evidently no other than the Talus, Italotus , 
or Taurus of Crete ; whence it' will follow, 
that the word Italia is compounded of Ital- 
Aia, or Ait-Al-Aia, the land of Italus or Talus , 
the folar bull. In a fimilar manner Talium or 
Italium, in the territory of the Samnites *, and 
Italica, in the ifland of Eubea u , the country of 


r Nonni Dionyf. lib. xxv, p. 439. et infra. 
s Vide fupra p. 369. 

1 Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. xx. p. 764. 
n Ev tv EvGohz h, xoura, rw It clKikw, tj?i avvo^overett vji 
$vo vroTctfAOi, Ktpuf xat Nytisvf. Antigoni Caryft. Hift. Mirab. 
cap. 84. According to Lycophron and Efchylus, the Ionian 
gulph received its name from the heifer Io ; but others derived 
it from Iaon an Italian. It is remarkable, that the fea be- 
tween Gaza and Egypt was likewife called Ionian , and Gaza 
itfelf Ionah. See Schol. Euft. in Dionyf. Perieg. ver. 92. Iaon 
the Italian was no other than the tauric or arkite dove. 

the 
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the Corybantes, both equally derived their re- 
fpedtjve appellations from the worfhip of 'Ta- 
lus. The fame remark may be applied to the 
Teleboas, the ancient inhabitants of the ifle 
of Taphos. Thefe are faid by the fcholiaft 
upon Apollonius to have originally inhabited 
Acarnania ; and he defcribes them as coming 
to Argos, and fighting with Eiedlryon, the 
father of Alcmene, for his oxen. Eledtryon 
was the fon of Perfeus and Andromeda; from 
Hippothoe, the daughter of his brother Mef- 
tor, and Neptune, fprung Pterelas ; and from 
Pterelas, Taphius, and Teleboas the father of 
the Teleboae x . Alcmene afterwards married 
Amphitryon, and at length became the mo- 
ther of Hercules by Jupiter Y . All thefe names 
are fignificant. Teleboas is compounded of 


x Apollodorus and Johannes Diaconus reprefent Taphius as 
the fon, not of Pterelas, but of Neptune. This variation how- 
ever is of little confequence, for his whole genealogy is purely 
fabulous. Johannes Diaconus fuppofes, after the manner of 
the Greeks, that the Teleboae were fo called, becaufe Taphius 
iQct 5 never confidering, that a perfon; named Teleboas , was 
their reputed anceftor. Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 4. — Johan. 
Diac. in Hef. Scut. Here. ver. 11. Homer affigns the appel- 
lation of Mentes to the chief of the Taphians. Odyfl*. lib. i. 
ver. 103. This I apprehend to be a facred mythological title, 
the fame as the Egyptian Mendes, or Pan. Herod, lib. ii. 
cap. 46. Mentes or Mendes is Men-Deva, tbe divine Noah . 
y Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 747. 

Tel- 
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Tel-Ob-Bou, the belio-t auric ferpent ; and 
Ele&ryon is derived from El-Oc-Tor-Ion, the 
divine tauric dove of the ocean. In a fimilar 
manner, Alcmene is Al-Oc-Mena, the lunar 
deity of the fea ; Amphitryon is Am-Phi-Tor- 
Ion, the oracular god of the bull and the dove ; 
Meflor is M’Es-Tor, the great folar bull ; 
Pterelas is P’Tor-El-As, the bull the god of 
fire ; and Hippothoe, the concubine of Nep- 
tune, is Hippo-Thea, the divine Hippian Ark. 
The conteft in fhort was between the vota- 
ries of the two great fuperftitions, and was 
that which preceded their final union. A 
colony of thefe Teleboae, according to Virgil, 
formerly inhabited Capreae in the bay of Na- 
ples; and he mentions one of their ancient 
fbvereigns named 'felon , who was the father 
of Oebalus. 

Nec tu carminibus noftris indiftus abibis 
Oebale, quern generafTe Telon Sebethide nympha 
Fertur : Teleboum Capreas cum regna teneret 
Jam fenior. — — z . 

Telon or Tel-On is the Sun ; and his fuppofed 
offspring Oebalus is Ob-Al, the ferpent deity. 

I have obferved, that a Cretan colony was 
led into Italy by Cleolaus, the fon of Minos. 

* ^Eneid, lib. vii. ver. 733. 

The 
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The name, which they aflumed in their new 
fettlement, was that of Daunii * ; a title, which 
feems to be of the. fame origin as the word 
Danaus, and I apprehend, that it is precifcly 
equivalent to Noachidce, or defendants of Noah. 
Minos therefore, the father of Cleolaus, will 
be the lame as the Menu of Hindoftan b , or 
the Menes of Egypt, in other words, the great 
patriarch; and accordingly he is feigned to 
have been very powerful at fea c . Hence, 
from the knowledge which all nations mull 
have had of their common progenitor; we find 
lb many places called Minoa. Thus Megara, 
the citadel of Argos’, bore the additional name 
of Minoa d . Thus alio there was a Minoa in 
Crete e ; and a promontory, denominated Mi- 
noa, between Megara and Attica, which 
formed the port Nisea f . This country was 

* A Cleolao Minois filio Daunios. Solin. Polyhift. cap. a. 

b Hence Sir Wm. Jones very happily conje&ures, that the 
Inftitutes of Menu may poffibly be no other than the far cele- 
brated, though long loft. Laws of Minos. Pref. to Inftit. of 
Menu, p. 9. 

c *H t < M*w SahuTJoxfcflict SpvMsflaf. Strab. Geog. lib. i< 
p* 48. 

d M » vuu ftugiQv, non uv ry tj) Msyaptxy. Ibid. lib. viii. 

p. 368. 

e Ibid. lib. x. p. 475. 

f Mila & t a? Xxn punfat wit pas, axpa w^ox tfico Miw^, wo»ow» 
to» iF TijNicrana Ibid. lib. ix. p. 391. 

for- 
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formerly poiTefled by the Ionians, or worjhip - 
pers of the dove B . There was alfo a Minoa in 
the ifland of Amorgus ; a Minoa, which was 
other wile called Heraclia, in Sicily ; and a 
Minoa x in Siphnus h , where like wife was the 
fountain Minoa. Gaza was once called Mi- 
noa ; there was a Minoa moreover in Arabia ; 
and an ifland of the fame name not far from 
Megara. The ancient appellation of Paros* 
was Mirioa k ; and laftly, what is fomewhat 
remarkable, Minoa was a particular fpecies of 
vine 

Minos then being the fcriptural Noah, he 
is very prbperly reprefented by the poets as 
the fon of the tauric Jupiter and the arkite 
Europa m . He is further faid to have efpoufed 
Paflphae, the After of Perseis and Circe. Per- 


* To vretXuiov fxsv ovv Iwve; tw yup&v rtxvltjv, Strab. Geog. 
lib. ix. p. 392. 

h Siphnus feems to have been fo called from Siph-Nus, the 
drhte Noah . 

* Paros itfelf is derived from P’Ares, the Sun . 

k M » vutt ttoAk ev AfjLopyu rrj vyvui, fxtoc. ruv K vxhuiuv' hi/ttf* 'txro- 

Li xeAias* rpfly tv Lityva, pua tyjH Mi tuav xaAoi>- 

jjuvviv xgyrtiv' fxaAeiTo xai rj Mivuet’ tfi xai «r* x«* 

§r» xa» aAAm woj, a tuoppu Mryapuv' xa* >j Tlapoq M ivuett 
Steph. Byzan. de Urb. p. 562. Prius tamen Minoia quam 
Paros di&a. Solin. Polyhift. cap. it. 'Hpuxteiu <n roAi* vtpi 

xiAi cev ri Aiyo^fwj M»»wa. Suid. 

1 M ivua 6*^05 afjLirtfav. Helych* 

m Vide fupra p.178. 

scis 
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s&s was the concubine n of the Sun ; and Ihe 
bore to him Eetes, who was the king of Col- 
chi, and the father of Medea. Thefe there- 
fore were all contemporary with the Argo- 
nauts; and likewife with Phrixus, who is 
feigned to have crofled the Hellefpont on the 
back of the ram, fo much celebrated in Epic 
poetry for his golden fleece. This fleece he 
brought to the court of Eetes, and there 
efpoufed his daughter Chalciope; by whom he 
became the father of Argus, Melas, Phrontis, 
and Cutorus 0 . Phrixus I apprehend to be 
Ph’Erech-Zeus, the filar god of the Ark ; and 
as for the ram, which he employed in eroding 
the Hellefpont, it was one of the feveral ani- 
mals, under which the Ark was typified p . 


n Notwithstanding Pers&is is faid to have been the concu- 
bine of the Sun, and th zjijler of Circd and Pafiphae \ yet both 
Circ& and Pafipha£ were themfelves fuppofed to be daughters 
of the Sun. 

Proxima Circaeae raduntur littora terras ; 

Dives inacceflbs Ubi Solis filia lucos 
Afliduo refonat cantu. — — *• 

iEneid. lib. vii. vei\ 1 6. 

Hyginus fottiewhat varies from Apollodofus, and thereby 
makes the genealogy more confident; According to him, 
Perfa was the wife of the Sun, and Eetes, Perseis, Circe, and 
Pafipbad* their children. Hyg. fab. in Praef. 

• Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9. 

p Erui h Qua f av Tor (fcil. <J>£»{ov) tm xpioirpvpov crxafas sr fav<rtu. 

Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 2 $ 6 . 

vol. i. d d Hence 
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Hence we find, that Phrixus was fuppoled to 
be the Ion of Nebula, or a cloud, and the bro- 
ther of Hercules-Melicerta q , whofe hiftory has 
already been confidered r . 

With regard to Pafiphae, the wife of Mi- 
nos, (he is faid, in the language of fable, to 
have entertained an unnatural paffion for a 
bull, and in confequence of it to have pro- 
duced the monfter denominated Minotaur*. 
This bull however, the imaginary paramour 
of Pafiphae, was not of the ordinary race of 
thofe animals, but was miraculoufly fent by 
Neptune from the abyfs of the fea \ When 
therefore we recoiled:, that Pafiphae was the 
daughter of the Sun, that a bull was the moft 
common emblem of Noah, and that the union 
of the two fiiperftitions was very frequently 
reprefented under the image either of a rape 
or of a marriage ; we {hall find no difficulty in 
underftanding the true import of this fidion, 
but ffiall immediately perceive, that the Mi- 
notaur is limply Menu-Tor, the bull Noah. 
Additional light moreover will be thrown 
upon it by recurring -to the hiftory of Europa, 
the parent of Minos, whom I have already 

3 Hyg. Fab. 1. 

T Vide fupra p. 2^4, 304. 

• Herac. de Incred. Hill. cap. 2. — Palseph. de Incred. Hift. 
cap. 2. 

* Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii, cap. 1. 

{hewn 
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fhewn to be the fame as Ifis or the Ark u . 
Agenor, the father of that fabulous heroine, 
was the Ion of Neptune, and her mother was 
Telephafla. The latter accompanied her fon 
Cadmus, and Thafus another of the children 
of Neptune, in their fearch for Europa ; and 
at length arrived along with them in Thrace, 
on the coaft of which lies Samothrace, the 
ifland of the Cabiri*. Meanwhile Rhada- 
manthus, the mythological brother of Minos, 
and who was afterwards conftituted one of 
the infernal judges, fled to Beotia, where he 
efpoufed Alcmene, the mother of Hercules y . 
Now it is remarkable, that the Cretan , bull, 
which Hercules fubdued in his feventh. labour, 
is faid by Acufilaus to be the very fame as 
that, which carried Europa from Phenicia ; 
while other writers have fuppofed it to be 
the bull of Paflphae, which Neptune fent 
from the depths of the ocean 2 . Upon the 
whole therefore I conclude, that all thefe are 
mere variations of one tradition, built upon 
the principal arkite fymbol : and that Italus, 
Italotus, and Talus ; the Cretan bull, the bull 
of Europa, and the bull of Paflphae ; the Mi- 

u Vide fupra p. 178. 

x Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 1. > v 

y Ibid. 

z Ibid. lib. ii. cap. 4. 

d d 2 notaur. 
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notaur, Afterius \ and even Jupiter himfeli' b ; 
are all one and the fame mythological cha- 
racter, the great tauric patriarch worlhipped 
in conjunction with the Sun. 

The Cabiric fuperflition appears in the ear- 
ly ages to have been attended with circum- 
ftances of very great cruelty. Hence origi- 
nated the fable that Minos compelled the 
Athenians to fend feven youths, and feven 
virgins, to be yearly devoured by the Mino- 
taur c . This, as we have repeatedly feen, was 
the precife number of the Corybantes, the 
Titans, and the Cabin ; in other words, the 

* Tzetzes plainly tells us, that Talus or Afterius was the 
Minotaur. a O Arcgtof tjroq in> o x«t Mtvoruvpos' «%« us (pacrt, 
ravpov vfoaanrn. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 1301. This Afterius, 
Talus, or Minotaur, was the fuppofed ion of Anac, concerning 
whom more will be faid hereafter. Pauf. Attic, p. 87. — Pauf. 
Achaic. p. 524. Talus or Taurus was likewife the fame per- 
fon as Eryx, who is faid to have been the fon of the arkite 
Venus by Butes, (Hyg. Fab. 260.) or, according to fome 
writers, by Neptune. (Apoll. Bibl. lib, ii. cap. 5. — Serv. in 
t/Eneid. lib. v. p. 356. — Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 866.) Hence 
Eryx, who is no other than Erechi, tbs god of the Ark, as his 
imaginary father is Bu-Dus, tbs taufiform deity , is ftyled by 
Lycophron Taurus . 

*fj{« h Tavpov yv(A9ct$a$ %ay.o%mvs 
ITaAti; no Caflan, ver. 866. 

Upon which Tzetzes obferves, Tavpov & top Epvxa <f>r t cn. 

k O Avxo^ur ror Artftor Aia Atyn vrari^a e tract rov Tapirv^oror, 

Mu&w, fuu 'P*}*fAav 9 vor. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 1301. 

c Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 14. 

' com- 
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complement of the Ark, exclufive of Noah : 
and the ftory of their being devoured relates, 
I doubt not, to the horrid human facrifices, 
with which the- idolatry of the early ages was 
polluted. The feven facella, in which vic- 
tims were offered up to the bull Moloch, 
were conftru&ed with a fimilar allufion to 
the number of the Cabiri, and the number of 
the planets ; while Moloch himfelf was evi- 
dently the fame deity as the Minotaur d . 

Before the mythology of the Cretans be 
difmiffed, it will be proper to notice a re- 
markable perfonage, who was highly vene- 
rated by them, under the name of Britomar - 
tis, or DiSlynna. Britamartis is reprefented 
by Apuleius as being the fame goddefs as 
Diana, Rhea, or Venus'; and fhe is laid by 
Nonnus to have been the daughter of the 
Ocean f : but Paufanias makes her the off- 
fpring of Jupiter by Carme the daughter of 
Eubulus. This Eubulus was fuppofed by the 
Cretans to be the fon of Carmanor, who pu- 
rified Apollo after the flaughter of the ferpent 


d Vide fupra p. 190. 

* Apul. Metam. lib. xi. Vide fupra p. 147, 

f Ofycc ni j Bplo jjucphi vyoi fvyoh/jvos axovcv, 

*H|» 9T0TI n© m; fiTtXTf • 

Nonni Dionyf. lib. xxxiii. p. 551. 

D d 3 Python: 
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Python s : but; according to Cicero, he was 
one of the Diofcori or Cabiri, and the fon of 
Jupiter, and Proferpine h ; or, according to 
the Orphic poet *, and Diodorus Siculus k , of 
Ceres. Hence the connection between the 
Cabiri, and ^ritomartis, is fufficiently evi- 
dent. But the fulled account of her is given 
by Antoninus Liberalis. This writer informs 
us, that Carme, her mother, was the daugh- 
ter of Phenix, the fon of Agenor king of 
Tyre; and that her father was Jupiter. She 
was born in Phenicia, whence lhe came to 
Argos. She next proceeded to Cephallenia, 
where the was worfhipped under the title of 
Laphria ; and afterwards went into Crete. 
Here fhe was purfued by Minos, whole af- 
fections fhe had gained ; and, in order to 
efcape him, fhe hid herfelf among the nets of 


S o l Kptireg KapfACttopog tov xa9jj£a*?o$ A vroWvvoc eon (pota 

rov nt/^wot, nra. i$x Eu£oiAor tucu' Ato g kcci K appijf njs EvCovhov 
BpTOfx&grnr ymc&at. Pauf. Corin. p. 180. 

h AuTKovpoi etiam apud Graios muftis modis nominantur. 
Primi trcs, qui appellantur Ana6les, Athenis ex Jove rege an- 
tiquiffimo et Proferpina nati, Tritopatreus, Eubuleus, Diony- 
sus. Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. cap. 21. 

1 Orph. Hymn. 40. 

k BpiTopiaflu rut irporayopevo/junit Aixrwar, fA.vSoXoyovw ye- 
naBu t fxev et Katvoi rrj? Kgylyf en Ato g xai K otgfjtyg t tj; Ev£otAot>, To v 

ym»jS«*Tps vt Atj^rpog, Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. V. p. 342. 

fome 
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fome fifliermen : a circumftance, which pro- 
cured her the name of DiBynna. At length 
fhe fled to Egina, and was no more feen by 
mortal eyes. The inhabitants of the ifland 
eredted a Ihrine to her in the temple of Dia- 
na, and bellowed upon her the appellation of 
Aphah l . 

Britomartis, being the fame mythological 
character as Diana, Venus, or Rhea, mull 
evidently, like them, be a perfonification of 
the Ark worlhipped in conjunction with the 
Moon. Hence her wanderings, like thofe of 
Venus in quell of Adonis, of Ilis in quell of 
Ollris, and of Ceres in quell of Proferpine, 
will relate to the erratic Rate of the Ark upon 
the furface of the waters. Accordingly Ihe 
is Ibmetimes reprefented as the daughter of 
the Ocean, and fometimes as the daughter of 
Jupiter or the tauric Noah; and is feigned, 
in the courfe of her travels, to have arrived at 
Argos, or the city of the Ark. Solinus informs 
us, that her title Britomartis lignified, in the 
Cretan language, the fweet virgin m ; and the 
name feems to have been bellowed upon her 
in confequence of the fame allegorical mode 


1 Anton. Lib. Metam. cap. 40. 

m Cretes Dianam religiofiflime venerantur, BpT tyta/hv genti- 
liter nominantes, quod fermone noftro fonat virgtnm dulcem. 
Sol. Polyhift. cap. 17. 

D d 4 Of 
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of fabulizing, as that which fuppofes a virgin 
to have been the mother of Fohi, Buddha, 
and Perfeus. With regard to her other ap- 
pellation Diciynna, which the Greeks, agree- 
ably to their ufual cuftom, derived from a 
word in their own language 0 , it is com- 
pounded of Dag-Tinin, a fea-monjler ; one of 
the mofl pfual fymbols of the Ark, as we have 
repeatedly feen, being a huge fifh; Confi- 
dered then as the Ark, Britomartis is deferibed 
as being beloved by Minos, or Menus, the pa- 
triarch Noah ; and as being defeended from 
Agenor the father of Europa, and from the 
Cabiric deities Eubulus, Jupiter, Ceres, and 
Proferpine : while, confidered as the waning 
Moon, (he is celebrated under the tide of 
Jiphde, and is fuppofed to have concealed her- 
felf from the fight of men. 

We have now feen the introduction of 
the Cabiric rites into Italy by the Pelafgi, 
the Lydians, and the Cretans ; it will next 
be proper to notice Eneas, and the Ilien- 
fians. This hero, after his departure from 
Troy, is faid by Livy to- have firfl landed in 
Macedon ; whence he proceeded to Sicily, 


n It may be obferved by the way, that Diftys, a net , from 
Which the Greeks derived Di£tynna, probably iprings from the 
f^me Hebrew root Dag, ajijh . 

and 
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and afterwards took up his final abode in 
Italy °. Along with him he brought the Ca- 
biric Penates, or, as Virgil ftyles them, the 
Great Gods. Of thefe deities Dionyfius of 
Halicarnaflus has given us a very particular 
account. He informs us, that the Penates 
were called in the Greek language, Patroi, 
Genefblii, Ctejii , Mucbii p , or Ercii q ; and he 
defcribes the Trojan Gods, as being very an- 
cient ftatues of two young men, holding fpears 
in their hands, and infcribed with the word 
Penas 1 ; which he conceives to be equivalent 

0 Liv, Hift. lib. i. cap. i, 

P The import of Mucbius feems to be the great diluvtaq. 
Hence we find that Hercules was denominated Macbius ; 
(Orph. Argon, ver. 24.) and that the great god both of the 
Iriih and the Perfians was called Much , and Ireland itfelf Mu- 
cinis , or Much-Innis, the ijland of Much. (See Collect, de Reb. 
Hiber. vol. iv. p. 77. Pref.) A fmall ifland upon the coaft of 
Scotland is likewife called Muck, molt probably from the fame 
god Much ; whofe name appears to enter alfo into the compe- 
tition of Mvcctup, a town nfually celebrated in conjun&ion with 
£rgos. 

^ Toy? & Sfovf rovlovg ' Pupaioi pen Uiveclag xaAotttW ol h 
finjfsvoplsf «$ rnt *E yXucraa* Tovvopa, ol fxtt ncZlpujovg avro$a,»u- 
w, ol h TtnSXtovg 0 stot y ol Krvenvf, ovq, ol h *Ep- 

x*ov?. Dion. rial. Ant. Rom. lib. i. cap. 67. Ercius is de- 
rived from Erech, the Ark \ and Patrous, from Patar to 

dtfmlfs, to open, or to let out, in allufion to the egrefs from the 
Ark. For fome further obfervations upon this word, vide infra 
Chap. viii. 

r Denag feems to be Da-Noas. 

tq 
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to Penas, the found of the letter P not hav- 
ing been then difcovered. For a further ac- 
count of them he refers to Calliftratus, who 
compiled a hiftory of Samothrace ; to Saty- 
rus, an old mythological writer j and to the 
poet Aratinus, from whofe works he has ex- 
tracted the following particulars. 

Chryse, the daughter of Palas, having 
efpoufed Dardanus, brought him as a marriage 
portion the Palladia, and the Myfteries of the 
Great Gods. Thefe Myfteries, when the 
Arcadians left Peloponnefus on account Of a 
deluge s , Dardanus eftablilhed in Samothrace, 
enjoining at the fame time the ftri&eft fecre- 
cy refpe&ing the names of the deities, to 
whofe honour they were devoted 4 . After- 
wards he carried the greateft part of the peo- 
ple with him into Afia ; leaving however the 
Myfteries in pofleffion of the iflanders, while 
he conveyed away the Palladia, and the fta- 
tues of the Gods. In procefs of time, his 
pofterity founded Ilium, and removed tt> it 
the rites of the fame Great Gods. Thefe they 
preferved with the utmoft care, building for 
them a temple in their citadel, and contider- 
ing them in the light of their peculiar guar- 

s Vide fupra p. 337. 

* Dionyfius mentions, that thefe rites ftill continued even in 
his time to be celebrated by the Samothracians. 

dians. 
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dians. When at length the city was taken 
by the Greeks, Eneas carried off the Myf- 
teries of the Great Gods, and the remaining 
Palladium into Italy, the other having been 
ftolen by Ulyffes and Diomede. 

Such is the account given by thofe an- 
cient mythologifts : and, upon their authority, 
Dionyfius pronounces the ftatues of the Ca- 
biri, which were feen by himfelf, to be the 
fame as thofe worfhipped in Samothrace ; and 
afferts, that the Palladium was ftill religioully 
preferved in the temple of Vefta". 

The figures of the two young men are un- 
doubtedly thofe of the Diofcori, of whom 
more fliall be laid, when I come to treat of 
the Argonautic expedition; and with regard 
to the Palladium, the reader will recollect, 
that, according to Lycophron, it came origi- 
nally from Phenicia. 

Several different opinions however were 
entertained refpe&ing the Trojan Penates. 
Nigidius, and Cornelius Labeo, feem to think, 
that they were Apollo and Neptune, by whom 
the walls of Ilium were built ; Macrobius is 
inclined to believe them to be Jupiter, Juno, 
and Minerva, who were worlhipped in the 
capitol, in one and the fame temple, firft built 

u Dion. Halic. Ant. Rom. lib. i. cap. 67, 68, 69. 

by 
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by Tarquinius Prifcus, a prince deeply con- 
verfant in the Samothracian myfteries ; and 
Caffius Hemina fcruples not to aflert the iden- 
tity of the Penates, and the Gods of Samo- 
thrace x . Servius maintains, that the Great 
Gods, who were worshipped at Rome, and 
whom Eneas brought with him from Samo- 
thrace, were Jupiter, Minerva, and Mercury r ; 
Tertullian defcrib.es the Samothraciap Cabiri, 
as being three in nuipber, though he does not 
mention their names z ; and Dionyfius of 
Halicarnaifus obferves, that many were of 
opinion, that the Cabiric rites of Troy and 
Samothrace were preferved in the temple of 
Vefta, during the reign of Numa *. Accord- 


* Macrob. Saturn, lib. iii. cap. 4. fee alfo Arnob. adv. 
Gent. lib. iii. p. 123. 

y Dii Magni funt Jupiter, Minerva, Mercurius, qui Romae 
colebantur. Serv. in iEneid. lib. iii. p. 274. Ut Magnos 
Deos accipias Jovem, Minervam, Mercurium, quos ASneas de 
Samothracia fuftulit. Ibid. lib. viii. p. 332. 

z Tres arae trinis diis parent, magnis, potentibus. Eofdem 
Samothracas exiftimant. Tertull. de Spe£tac. cap. 8. 

* Or pit, *x rut it XxpoBpaxji Aiyorri? iepur poigxt titxi ru Aitetx 
pv^xr%petrjt tij t it$a$ i* AxpXxtov pit *nji » ip* ixvrti xr i&iwxt iro- 
>ut ex rut man ra iigx pinnyxxpitov * Aituov h, on spvyit *x me 
T pvaobf, upsu tok aAArrj K xt rxvla xopirarr 0? itf IraXtar. Or oe to 
Coffin; n*XAa$»o* xTropxuotlis ntx » to vctgu IXnvci yttopttot. Ant. 
Rom. lib. ii. cap. 66. This circumftance induces me to think, 
that the Arician foreft, in which Numa held his no&umal con- 
ferences with the nymph Egeria, was fo denominated by fome 
of the Pelafgic or Cretan fettlers from Arech, the Ark . 
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ing to Mnafeas, the Cabiri of Samothrace were 
called Axieros , Axiocerfa , and Axiocerfus. 
Axieros was Ceres ; Axiocerfa, Proferpine } 
and Axiocerfus, Pluto. To thefe a fourth was 
added, by the name of Cafmilas, or Mercury. 
Some however fuppofed, that there were ori- 
ginally only two Cabiri j the elder being Ju- 
piter, and the younger, Bacchus b . 

There will be no great difficulty in recon- 
ciling thefe various opinions, when we call to 
mind the obfervations, which have been al- 
ready made refpcfting the polyonymy of the 

Extm&um Latiaeque nurus, populufque, patrefque, 
Deflevere Numam ; nam conjux urbe relidta 
Vallis Aricinae denlis latet abdita fylvis. 

Ovid. Metam. lib. xv. ver. 48 6* 
Dionyfius fpeaks likewife of a temple of. Venus at A6lium, 
near which was another temple, dedicated to the Great Gods, 
and faid to have been built by the followers of 'Eneas, in the 
courfe of their voyage to Italy. Ep Aktiu pu AQpoSnv; AmtacW 
•ipo», xat vtortoo avlov Seup ptyaXup, a xai tis tpt pvp. Ant. Rom* 
lib. i. cap. 50. The word Aftium feems to have derived its 
name from Ac, the Ocean. 

** M iroflat Si ip tv) TupoSffxv) tok Ka^upoii, ut Mtocctetf kccp 
tcc cvc pence. Ttffcu^ S' tin top a^uop' A(npof, A&oxe^cra, A{»©- 
Kt^aos. A £npo{ pgp ovp tru v) Aypiflyp' Afyoxs pact, Si, rj Il$pnQopn' 
Afrotteproq h, 0 AiStjg. O St njpQcrT&iptvog rtraflo g K etcpCKog, 0 *E{- 
iftr, ug ifoptt AiopvroSugot; — KaGnpoi St Soxucn Ttpoo-ctyopivtcrBut 
U7TO Kc&HgUP TUP XCCTOt tj l^vyutp 0£WPf tTTtl if TtvSfP p%TV)Ptjfi*)f*P* 
Oi Si Svo upoti tov; KaCugovf (pce^i TTpoTtpo*' itpioQ vri^or utv Aicc, n • 
vtisqp Si Aiowo-ot. Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i ‘ ver. p / 7. 

folar 
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folar deity, and the intimate connection, 
which fubfifts between the apparently differ- 
ent goddeffes of heathen mythology. The 
rites of the Cabiri are in fad a fymbolical hif- 
tory of the union of the arkite and folar fu- 
perftitions ; and hence we fhall not be fur- 
prized to fee the Dove, the Ark, the Ocean, 
and the divine Wifdom, worfhipped in con- 
junction with the bright luminaries of hea- 
ven. 

In confequence of the Ilienfian Myfteries 
being, thus early imported into Italy, we fhall 
find, in the account of the ancient kings of 
Latium, feveral Trojan, or, to fpeak more 
properly, Phenician names. Thus Afcanius, 
the fon of Eneas, is As- Chan, the priefi of 
fire ; and his other appellation, Ilus c , is the 
very fame as that by which the Phenicians 
defignated their god Cronus d . In a fimilar 
manner, the mother of Romulus and Remus, 
the fabulous concubine of Mars or M’Ares, 
the great Sun, is indifferently denominated 
Ilia, and Rhea Sylvia* ; and one of their ancef- 

c At puer Afcanius, cui nunc cognomen Iulo 
Additur (Ilus erat, dum res ftetit Ilia regno.) 

JEneid. lib. i. ver. 271. 
d Eufeb. Praep. Evan. lib. i. cap. 10. 
t ASneid, lib. i. ver. 278. — Liv. Hift. lib. i. cap. 3. 

tors 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



ON THE CABIRI. 41,5 

tors bears the title of Atys, which was alfb the 
name both of Bacchus, and of a king of Ly- 
dia, whofe fon Tyrfenus led the firft colony 
into Etruria f . Thus alfo Acca Larentia, the 
nurfe of Romulus, feems to have derived the 
firft of her names from Ac, the Ocean , and the 
fecond from El- Aran, the divine Ark s ; while 
the Palatium, which was fortified by that 
prince, was probably fo called from Palas, the 
father-in-law of Pardanus, as Palas himfelf 
received his appellation from P’Al-As, the god 
of fire. What Livy lays upon this fubjeCt is 
much to the lame purpofe : he deduces the 
word Palatium from Pailanteus, a city of Ar- 
cadia ; and mentions the rites, which were 
there inftituted in honour of the Lycean Pan 
by Evander’s colony of Arcadians h . 

The introduction of the Cabiric rites into Italy 
will likewife account for the tradition, which 
brings the arkite Hercules into that country, 
and reprefents him as the gueft of Evander \ 
To this circumftance a clafs of priefts, infti- 
tuted by Numa, and denominated Argean, 

f Liv. Hift. lib. i. cap. j. 

g Sabinus Maflurius in primo Memorialium fecutus quof- 
dam hiftoriae feriptores Accam Larentiam Romuli nutricem 
fuifle dicit. Aul. Gell. N06I. Att. lib. vi. cap. 7. 

h Liv'. Hill. lib. i. cap, 5. 

1 Ibid. cap. 7. 

owed 
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owed their origin k , being fo called, according 
to Varro, from the chieftains, who accompa- 
nied the Argive Hercules, and fettled in Sa- 
turnia The Argean plain at Rome alfo, as 
we learn from Fabius Pi&or, received its 
appellation from the Argive Hercules m ; 
who is faid by Pfeudo-Berofus to have been 
the fon of Ofiris, and to have been fumamed 
Arnus , Lubarnus, or Mufarnus 11 . All thefe 
titles relate to the arkite worfhip. Arnus is 
Arn-Nus, the arkite Noah ; Mufamus is Mus- 
Arn-Nus, the diluvian arkite Noah j and Lu- 
barnus is Lubar-Nus, the Noah of the Arme- 
nian hill Lubar. Epiphanius accordingly men- 
tions, that in the high traft of country in 
Armenia, called the Gordyean hills, where, as 
we learn from Jofephus, the Ark refted, one 
mountain in particular, loftier than the reft, 
bore in his days the name of Lubar, which, 
in the Armenian language, fignifies the defcend- 
ing place 

It is poffible alfo, that the preceding obfer- 

k Liv. Hilt. lib. i. cap. 21. 

1 Varr. de Ling. Lat. lib. iv. 

m Sublidens feptem collibus, campus Argeus didtus elt ab 
Argo Evandri hofpite, et comitibus Argivi Herculis, qui ad 
Evandrum venerunt, et in Saturnia fubfederunt. Hinc extre- 
ma Argileta dicuntur. Fab. Piftor. de aureo fseculo. Fol. 130. 

n Berof. Ant. lib. ▼. fol. 74. 

• Epiph. adv. Heer. lib. i. — Jofeph. Ant. Jud. lib. i. p. 12. 

vations. 
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vations, may throw fome light upon the very 
obfcure hiftory of the Palici. Thefe are faid 
by Macrobius to have been two in number; 
and. he very highly applauds the poet Virgil, 
for his accuracy in having recorded them. 

Stabat in egregiis Arcentis filius armis, 

Pidtus acu chlamydem, et ferrugine clarus Ibera, 
Infignis facie ; genitor quem miferat Arcens 
Eductum matris luco Symetia circum 
Flumina, pinguis ubi et placabilis ara Palici p. 

The fon of Arcens fhone amid the reft, 

In glittering armour, and a purple veft. 

Fair was his face, his eyes infpiring love, 

Bred by his father in the Martian grove : 

Where the fat altars of Palicus flame. 

And fent in arms to purchafe early fame. 
Dryden. 

Of the hiftory of thefe Palici Macrobius 
gives us the following particulars. The 
nymph Thalia, having conceived by Jupiter 
near the Sicilian river Symetus, befought the 
earth to open, in order that file might efcape 
the vengeance of Juno. Her prayer was an- 
fwered, and lhe brought forth her offspring 
beneath the furface of the ground ; who, af- 
terwards emerging to open day, acquired the 

p .dSneid. lib. ix. ver. 582. 

vol. i. e e name 
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name of Palici q . Near this place were cer- 
tain lakes of an immenfe depth, which the 
inhabitants highly venerated, eftceming them 
the brethren of the Palici. The water con- 
tained in them was strongly impregnated with 
fulphur 1 ; and if any perfon fwore by them, 
his oath was deemed peculiarly obligatory, 
infomuch that they conftituted a kind of or- 
deal for the purpofe of deciding differences s . 
Macrobius adds, that, according to Polemo, 
the Palici were reckoned autochthones , or ab- 
origines ; and he obferves, that Efchylus the 
Sicilian particularly notices their paffing from 
darknefs into light 1 : Hefychius however main- 

q Awo t** wdKiv uaScu. 

T Antigonus Caryftius mentions, that there was a fmall 
building near the Palician lake, in which if any perfon lay 
down, he immediately died ; but if he remained in an upright 
pofture, he experienced no inconvenience. T»k ZixcXiaf «» n«- 
ioi$ o»xo^ityo}S>?r*t TOTror* *»$ or ortg ect ci peer xaTaxX&eivi 9 

avoBtyom' ci h vipiTratToiy, Antig. Caryft. de Hift. 

Mir. cap. 133. This place was evidently of the fame nature 
with the famous grotto del cane ; in both cafes, the fulphureous 
vapour rofe only to a certain height, and thu6 fuffocated per- 
fons in a reclining pofture, while thofe, who were ere6fc, re- 
mained uninjured. Springs of water were always deemed fa- 
cred by the ancients, but particularly thofe impregnated with 
fulphur \ hence the very name of fulphur, $«or, fignifies fame- 
thing divine. 

8 Macrob. Saturn, lib. v. cap. 19. 
t Ti avroif oiofjux, riSc/Iai ^otoi ; 

Titovs Ila^iy.ot/5 Ztv ; c^nrai xa*«»r, 

tains. 
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tains, that the Palici were the children of 
Adranus“. This Adranus I apprehend to be 
Adar-Nus, the illujlrious Noah : w hence I 
think it probable, that the Palici were the 
fame as the Diofcori ; that the oath by their 
confecrated lakes, like that by the waters of 
Styx, alludes to the poftdiluvian oath of God ; 
and that their connection with Juno, and their 
emerging from night into day, relates to the 
dove on the one hand, and to the paffing of 
the Noetical family from the obfcurity of the 
Ark, on the other. The confecrated lake was 
a very ufual appendage of Cabiric devotion, 
as fufficiently appears from thofe of Buto and 
Cotyle, and as will hereafter be made yet more 
evident from a variety of other inftances x . 
The very early introduction of the Cabiric 
Myfteries into Italy further appears from the 


H xat Uahiy.cj* ivXo yu>$ (xsn i 1 patn ; 5 
TlaXiv yaglxBtr ix cxxotovs to^ e$ (pao;. 

/Efchyl. apud Macrob. Ibid. 

11 IlaXixoi. Afyeufu $vo ymnciiai vloi Tlahixoi, ol pvp tw Tvgaxwtaf 
bw xgctTypsf ol xahoviAtm naXixoi, ol xa 1 xaTuxwrams avry, 

* Vide infra chap. x. It is poflible, that Palas, Pallas, and 
the Palici, may have derived their refpe&ive titles from the 
Indian tribe of the Palli ; who feem to have given to the holy 
land its name of Palejline , and to have been the original inven- 
tors of the hiftory of the Theban Edipus. See a very curious 
Diflertation on Egypt, &c. by Captain Wilford. Afiat. Ref. 
vol. iii. 

e e 3 fiction 
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fiction of the Argonautic voyagers having 
touched there. The miraculous veffel, in 
which they failed, is faid to have declared with 
a human voice, that they would find no ter- 
mination of their troubles till they reached 
Aufonia. Accordingly, after coafting along the 
Ihore of Etruria, they at length arrived at Eea, 
where they were purified by Circe y . Hence we 
find an Italian port named Ee/es, where the 
Argo was feigned to have anchored ; and near 
it a place called Circeum, and a river deno- 
minated Titon. 

■ — Afjutpi K tfixtux vewrets, 

Afryxr Tt kAsivov opfiov Aitfryv jxeycev, 

A re $o(>xtif M <tf>rtuvdof taortt, 

T ITUVIOV Tt XtVflM' 1 . 

Upon the banks of Crathis, another Italian 
river, which was reported to have the pecu- 
liar property of changing the hair of thofe, 
who bathed in it, into a fiery colour*, the 


y *H pavf Qtyytrou, (av tvp opyrjp t ov A»of, «» {ah wo^tvSirri? 

«*; tij» o l h mapafAu^afAnoi Tv^fapw, «k Aiaiat, 

«> 9 * Ki guy ixtrai yuofAuoi xaSaupovT a}. Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. 
cap. 9. 

z Lycoph. Caflan. ver. 1273. Upon which Tzetzes re- 
marks : AwiT»)t ^ifATtp tp It aAta — Tmp worafAOi IrccXtaf, syyv 5 KJp- 
xaits, 0 K^xatop aw 0 ttj; Kipxrjf xahtflat. 

* K gaStf, woTUfjLOf IraTnas, tup haoptpup to v$ap avia 
Taf xaflaf. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. £021. This Italian river 
Crathis received its name from the Arcadian Crathis, into 

which 
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Colchians, fent in purfuit of Media, were 
feigned to have built cities. 

K (jctB'is Js yeituv, MuA clkuv ogois 

Xapos ovvomovs S efcerai KoA%av UoAcus, 
Met&iqctf is S-vyckT^os e<retAev ficyrus 
Aia,s, K opivB'ou t *(>%os, Ei&uets vuxris b . 

We have hitherto traced the introduction 
of the Cabiric rites into Italy by the Pelafgi, 
the Tyrrheni, the Cretans, the Trojans, and 
the fabulous Argonauts : let us now extend 
our refearches into the ancient empire of Hin- 
doftan. 

It has been obferved, upon the authority 
of Mnafeas, that one of the Samothraeian 
Cabiri was Pluto, or Aidoneus, who is laid by 
Fulgentius, Cicero, and Julius Firmicus, to be 
the fame as Plutus, the god of riches c . In 


which the fountain Styx emptied itfelf. Vide fupra p. 264. 
note h. 

b Lycoph. Caflf. ver. 1021. rioXai, iroteis *\<j i* vv 

Ko\%u» xta$£*<rai .— --to trr u<? *0 KpaStg & h£tlat$ avlug 

XvptKUf) 0 ystleiH TOLiq TroAatff tvv Ko^xjuv, xat T«K Ttf» MvXxkup c^otf. 
Tzet. in ioc. In confequence, I apprehend, of the introduc- 
tion of the Cabiric worlhip into Italy, a tradition prevailed, 
that jafon buried Medea at Buthrotum, and that their fon 
reigned over the Marti. Medeam ab Jafone Buthroti fcpultam, 
filiumque eju9 Marfis imperkffe. Solin. Polyhift. cap: 2. The 
Marfi feem to have been fo called from their worlhip of M’Ars, 
the great Sun . 

c Quarlum etiam Pftitonem dicunt terrarum praefulem : 
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a fimilar manner, the Hindoo Plutus is deno- 
minated Cuvera A , or Cubera, which is evident- 
ly a mere variation of the word Cabir ; and 
he is fuppofed moreover, like Cronus, Sydyk, 
and Mercury e , to be joined with /even other 
genii, though he is, at the fame time, efteem- 
ed inferior to the three great gods, Brah- 
ma, Vifhnou, and Seeva*. 

The molt Angular proof however, that the 
Cabiri were not unknown to the Hindoos, is 
adduced by Captain Wilford. “ In the Ad- 
“ huta-Cofa ,” fays he, “ we find the follow- 
“ ing legends, which have an obvious relation 
“ to the deities worfhipped in the myfteries 
“ of Samothrace. 

“ In Patala, or the infernal regions, refides 
“ the fovereign queen of the Nagas, (large 
“ fnakes or dragons :) fhe is beautiful, and her 


vXovroq enim Graece divitiae dicuntur, folis terris credentes di- 
vitias deputari. Fulg. Mythol. lib. i. cap. 4. Thus likewife 
Cicero: Terrena autem vis omnis atque natura Diti patri dedi- 
cata ell : qui Dives, ut apud Graecos WmIm, quia et recidant 
omnia in terras, et oriantur e terris. Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. ii. 
cap. 26. And Julius Firmicus : Dives rufticus, cui propter 
divitias fuit nomen. Jul. Firm, de Err. Prof. ReL 

p.17. 

d Cuvera is the fame as Cubera, V and B being letters of 
the fame organ. 

e Vide fupra p. 389. 
f Afiat. Ref. vol. i. p. 247. 

“ name 
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“ name is Afyoruca. There, in a cave, lhe 
“ performed i’apajya with fuch rigorous au- 
“ fterity, that fire fprang from her body, and 
“ formed numerous agni-tiraths, (places of 
“ facred fire) in Patala. Thefe fires, forc- 
“ ing their way through the earth, waters, 
“ and mountains, formed various openings, 
“ or mouths, called from thence the flaming 
“ mouths , or juala-much' i. By Samudr, or 
“ Oceanus, a daughter was born unto her 
“ called Rama-Devi. She is moll beautiful ; 
<c lhe is Lacjhmi ; and her name is Afyotcer- 
“ Jha or AJyotcriJhta. Like a jewel lhe re- 
“ mains concealed in the ocean. 

“ The Dharma-Rajah, or king of jultice, 
“ has two countenances ; one is mild and full 
“ of benevolence : thofe alone, who abound 
“ with virtue, fee it. He holds a court of 
“ juftice, where are many affiflants, among 
“ whom are many juft and pious kings : Chi- . 
“ tragupta adts as chief fecretary. Thefe holy 
“ men determine what is juft or unjuft. His 
“ (Dharma-Rajah' s) fervant is called Carma- 
“ la : he brings the righteous on celeftial cars, 
which go of themfelves, whenever holy 
“ men are to be brought in, according to the 
w diredlions of the Dharma-Rajah, who is the 
“ fovereign of the Pitris. This is called his 
“ divine countenance, and the righteous alone 

“ do 
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" do fee it. His other countenance or form 
** is called Tama ; this the wicked alone can 
“ fee. It has large teeth, and a monftrous 

body. Tama is the lord of Patala ; there 
“ he orders fome to be beaten, fome to be 
“ cut to pieces, and fome to be devoured by 
“ monflers. His fervant is called Cafhmala, 
“ who, with ropes round their necks, drags 
** the wicked over rugged paths, and throws 
“ them headlong into hell. He is unmerci- 
“ ful, and hard is his heart : every body trem- 
“ bles at the fight of him. 

“ According to Mnafeas, as cited by the 
“ fcholiaft of Apollonius Rhodius, the names 
** of the Cabirian gods were Axieros, or Ce- 
“ res ; Axiocerfa, or Proferpine ; Axiocerfos, 
“ or Pluto: to whom they add a fourth 
“ called Cafmilus, the fame with the infernal 
u Mercury. 

“ Axieros i» obvioufly derived from Ajyo- 
** ruca, or rather from Afyoru, or AJyorus ; 
“ for fuch is the primitive form ; which fig- 
“ ryfies literally, Jhe whofe face is rnojl beauti- 

"M ... 

“ Axiocerfa is derived from Afyotcerfa, a 
** word of the fame import with the former, 
“ and which was the facred name of Profer- 
“ pine. This is obvioufly derived from the 
“ Sanfcrit Prafarparni, or fe who is fur rounded 

“ by 
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“ by large fnakes and dragons. Nonnus re- 
“ prefents her as furrounded by two enor- 
“ mous fnakes, who conftantly watched over 
“ her. She was raviilied by Jupiter in the 
“ lhape of a dragon. She was generally fup- 
“ pofed to be his daughter ; but the Arcadia 
*« ans, according to Paufanias, infilled that 
“ lhe was the daughter of Ceres and Nep- 
“ tune ; with whom the ancient mytholo- 

“ gifts often confound Oceanus. 

** Axiocerfos> or in Sanfcrit Afyotcerfa, or 
“ AfyotcerfaSy was Pluto or Dis, and was 
“ meant for Vifnnou. Vijhnou is always re- 
“ prefented as extremely beautiful ; but I 
t( never found Afyotcerfa among any of his 
“ titles : he is lometimes called Atcerfa, a 
“ word of the fame import. 

“ Cajhmala or Cajhmalas is obvioufly the 
“ Cafmilus of the weftern mythologifts. The 
“ appellation of Cabt'ri, as a title of thefe 
“ deities, is unknown to the Hindoos. — The 
“ Cuveras or Cuberasy as it is generally pro- 
“ nounced, are a tribe of inferior deities, pof- 
“ felfed of immenfe riches, and who are ac- 
“ quainted with all places under or above 
“ ground, abounding with precious metals 
“ and gems. Their hiftory, in the Puranas t 
“ begins with the firft Menu ■; and no men- 
“ tion is made in it of floods, at leaft my 
vol. 1. F f “ learned 
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** learned friends tell me fo — Diodorus Sicu- 
“ lijs lays, that the invention of fire, and the 
“ working of mines, was attributed to the 
“ Cabiri : and we find a Cabirus reprefented 
“ with a hammer in his hand 8 ." 

In this portion of Hindoo mythology, we 
may obferve the very fame allufion to the 
union of the two fuperflitions, which per- 
vades the whole clafiical hiftory of the Ca- 
biri. Afyoruca is defcribed as the queen of 
ferpents, and the confort of Oceanus ; while 
her daughter Afyotcerfha remains concealed 
like a jewel in the bofom of the fea. There 
is like wife the fame reference to the fabu- 
lous infernal regions ; and the office of the 
Samothracian Cafmilus is accurately affigned 
to the Hindoo Cajhmala. 

From Hindoftan I fhall proceed to Arme- 
nia, which is generally allowed to be the 
country, in which the Ark firft landed after 
the cataftrophe of the deluge ; hence, ac- 
cording to Nicolaus Damafcenus, a tradition 
had constantly prevailed there, that fome an- 
cient perfbnage had been conveyed in an Ark 
to the fummit of mount Baris h . This hill, 
denominated Lubar by Epiphanius, was one 

* Afiat. Ref. vol. v. 
h Jofeph. Ant. Jud. lib, i. p. n. 

Of 
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of thole, which compofed the chain of 
mountains called Cordyean, from Cor-Du, the 
filar god, who was there worlhipped in con- 
junction with the arkite deities, or Cabiri 4 . 
The fuperftition continued to flourilh even 
in the days - of Strabo ; for he mentions a 
city in Armenia, which bore the name of 
Cabira , and in which was a temple of the 
arkite Moon, intitled Pharnacum, from Ph’ 
Am-Ac, the Ark of the ocean. In allulion 
to the pofldiluvian oath of the Moft High, 
an oath by the fortune of the king and the 
temple Pharnacum was, like that by the wa- 
ters of Styx, deemed peculiarly facred and 
obligatory k . 

We meet with fome traces of the Cabiri 
alfo in Pamphylia, the inhabitants of which 
country had a god, whom they ftyled Caber. 
He feems, like all the other Cabiri, to have 
been a diluvian, or marine deity ; and ac- 
cordingly his facrifices confifted of fmall falted 
fifh 1 . 

1 Jofeph. Ant. Jud. lib. i. p. 12 . 

k E«£ii Jk nett to tepop Mqroc, <Pap>axx (leg. Qappxxor) xoAityceror— 
Eti pleat y ol fiacihus to iipop raro Strut wri^ooAijr, urs Tor jSatr*- 
Tuxor xaAou/xiror ofxgr touto* aTn^jrar r vy(r t v ffamXsuf, xa* Mrivx <J >ap- 
raxou* *r* & toi/to ms ZiAssiik to Stpov. Strab. Geog. lib. xii. 

P- 557* 

1 Phafelitas in Pamphylia legimus, pifciculis fale conditis 
placare deos confueyifie ,* in primis vero £abro Deo falfamen- 

tia 
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The territory of Pergamus likewife was 
lacred to the Cabiri ; and its inhabitants pre- 
fervcd a tradition, that their gods were ori- 
ginally Arcadians, or Arkites, who came into 
Alia along with Telephus m . This Telephus, 
as we have already feen, was the fon of Her- 
cules and Auge ; and he was feigned to have 
been expofed along with his mother in an 
ark. 


tis item divinam fem peregifle. Coel. Rhodig. Left. Ant> 
lib. xii. cap. i. 

m *Hr vtjAorrai oi Utgyafiwoi, KaGsipw lega* Qctai to a^aiop. 
AvJoi h AfKahs *$ iteffir urea rut opu Tij^efut ilciGetflup tf rw Artar* 

Pauf. Attic, p. 12. 


END OF VOL. I. 
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